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Who's Afraid Of The Big, Bad Public?
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nial debate over legislative secreey
the same rhetorical buvk
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This insistence on 3 commitiee secrecy

le ix difficult 1o understand. 1t is sel-
dom If ever invoked except in meelings
of (he subcommitiee of Lhe Joint Appro-
prialions Committee and thep only to en-
force gnonymity. But it seems to be an
occupational disease of most Jegislators
to think that, since they are privileged
to stare the great 'ssues of the day in
the face, they somehow acquire a prop-
erty right over what they see and do.
This is. of course. nonsense. Further-
mare, it is a betrayal of the public in-
terest

When a man goes 1o the legislature he
walks on a stage. He cannot hide. e
is in the public’s eve. He has to make
up his mind to take a few rotten eggs
from time to time. And he certainly
should not expect (o be sheltered from
public opinion. The people want to see
what he 1s doing and how he is doing it
This le the way people learn about their
government and develop the ability to
vote intelligently

The public clearly has a right—with-
out reservation—to know what goes on

dread of
kibitiors with {llogical elo

stial, the debate had its mo-
thi Ac usual. the people
Il enjoyment of the

1 the committees of the legisluture for
his & where the hard work is done and
any hig decisions are made. It ix also
where a great many inleresting pres-
sures are applied.  These pressures
ought 1o be brought out into the open

where Lhey can be seen
cussed and evaluated

It is regrettable that Mecklenburg Rep.
Frank Snepp found il necessary o res.
urrect perhaps the most vapid ument
of all In favor of secrecy in government
He pointed out fo his colleagues that the
United States Constitution wae drafted
in “execulive session

identified, dis-

He is absolutely correct The docu
ment was writfen in a session so bound
by secrecy that no minules were kepi
and members were enjoined by thewr
own honor not even 1o reveal the way

they themselyes voted

But Rep. Snepp did not tell the whol
slory. When it was learned thal the
constitutional convention met in secrecy
a bitter wave of criticism swept the 1%
original colonies. And on Aug, 30, 1787,
Thomas Jefferson wrote John Adams

*1 am sorry they began their delibera-
tions hy so abominable a precedent as
that of tying up the tongues of their
young members. Nothing ¢ ify
this example but the innocence of their
intentions and the ignorance of the value
of public discussion

Several states—North Caro nelud
ed—refused to rafily the first d ol
the Constitution hecause, behind locked
doors, its framers had chopped away all
of the great principles of freedom for

which the colonists had so valiantly
fought. During this storm of angry con-
troyersy, the Bill of Rights was drawn

Some secrecy stll exisis al all levels
of government. But it will disappear in
time, for it s utterly contrary to the in-
terests of a free people.

Harvey W. Moore: The Loss Is Great

ARVEY W. Moore never really re-

tired from the public scene. At 74,
he was still deeply interested in com-
munity betterment and actively involved
in the day-lo-day struggles for civie
progress

Yet his final term as mayor ended 34
years ago in 1925

This quality of earnest and continu-
ing concern for the practical problems
of a city's political and economic well
being is all too rare today. It is one
reason why the loss is so great

Such men do not spring suddenly into
leadership roles. They must patient
climb to eminences of trust through ac-
complished performance in many related
fields. Mr. Moore learned early in life
that good citizens are not merely spec-
fators but informed participants in gov-
ernment and in cwic affairs generally.

An Escape Valve For

JHETHER or not the Henderson

sirike is settled speedily. there is

something left to consider for arbiters
and state government,

On any given scene, when negotiations
stall or collapse, the local tenor of feel-
ings is well known. Everyone concerned
knows when tensiop is in the air: when
there is the threat of violence.

The time to move is before ugliness
erupts, before harsh words turn into
harsher action

The situations which evolve in fight-
ing usually are born of evenis from ne-
gotiations, from feelings which are in-

evitable when primary issues such as
wages are deadlocked
One escape valve would be 1o move

During a long and event{ul life, he gave
generously of his time and efforts

Mr. Moore also attained the heights in
the business world. He was a leader in
North Carolina's textile industry and was
rewarded with some of the highest hon-
ors this great and important industry can
offer. He served as president of both
the North Carolina Cotlon Manufacturers
Association and the Carded Yarn Manu
facturers Association, was a founder of
the CottonTextile Institute and headed

the American Cotton Manufacturers As.
sociation as chairman of the board  In
1948 he was a member of the textile

mission from the United States to Eng-
land

His death robs the community. the
stale and the nation of a good and use-
ful citizen.

Future Striking

do more constructive work in calm sur-
roundings  Tenseness is hound fo be
present as a potent partner in a
situation such as has existed a1 Hender
son,

Gov. Hodges was rig
the State Highway Patrol to help combat
Henderson violence.  Upon reflection, it
might have proved a saving grace for the
governor also to have recommended a
shift of union and managemenl negoli-
ations 1o Raleigh

Removed from the emotion-charged
almosphere of Henderson. the orderly
process of bargaining could have been
speeded

Any lesson taught at He has
been learned the hard way  Furiher

silent

| in moving in

the site of bargaining from the local ideas fo prevent violence on
scene, diyorce it as mu as possible  tria) scene should be advanced before it
from the press of emotio happens again. People alveady cracked
It is elementary that negotiators can by brickbats make !
From The Raleigh News and Observer
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Dulles' Power Shadows ‘New' Foreign Policy Thinking
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UNIQUE SITUATION

The situation In which we lind
o Ix unique in modern
American history. For no presi

dent has ever bafore delegated to
his secretary of stale so much
power over the tssues of war and
peace, This power, Lhaugh it fias
been delegated by the President
has in fact become deeply con
nected with the personality of
lohn Foster Dul
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People’s Platform

Picture In Paper
Helps Red Cross

— MRS, SCOTT FRANUIS
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‘Rest Easy, Sire—There Are No Signs
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Governors Tune In Proxmire

By DORIS FLEESON
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