Style_and _Personality Diifer

Presidents

T)ALLAS Washington
=" seems far away from this
city of human and national
tragedy. But it is not. For it
is in that glittering city
the Potomac, stunned
confused no more than this
one on the plains, that the
aftermath will unfold and the
national life will go on
Perhaps only at the death
of a President does it come
fully clear how nearly that
national life — the basic ex
pression of what John F. Ken
nedy loved to call “the ereat
republic” — has hecome cen
tralized and symbolized in the
White House and the man
who lives there. What is most

his

hours as_President,
there will be little change,
vet there will be great change
There will be little change
because the national life and
a nation’s course are not ir-
swinging

course spring fundamentally
from an almost algebraic total
of all the people, their areas,
the interests, the activities,
the ideas, that are contained
within it. And the death of a
man, even of a President, will
not much change these mat
ters. The harsh fact of death
is that life goes on abont as it
did before.

Nor is the presidency an
office of whim and inclina
tion. Great imperatives always
act upon it. The necessities
pile up. The limitations re
main. Wheels in motion are
hard to stop; not easily slow
ed or speeded, The world in
which a nation exists, no less
than the nation itself, spins
remorselessly upon its axis
diminished deaths,
altered by few.

Great Change

the accession of Lyn-
dnn et o office of
John Kennedy will bring
greal change, (oo, For if the
presidency imposes upon its
occupant its own inescapable
requirements, yet the manner
and style in which he makes
what may even be inevitable
responses are vital ingredi
ents of those responses
In short, if the man cannot
defy the office, neither can
the office defy the man
Theodore C. Sorensen, Mr
Kennedy's  brilliant_ legal
counsel, recently published a
book setting forth what he
believed were the limitations
of politics, for instance, of
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Vice President Johnson reporting to President Kennedy on his Scandinavian trip last September.

available 1 of
time — that sots In varying
degree upon all presidents
But in the end he came to the
canclusion that the greatness
of the office depended upon
the greatness of the man who
was president

One cannot yet assess the
greatness of John Kennedy
or declare with certainty that
there was greatness in him
so much less can one asse
Lyndon Johnson. Few men
ever came to his high office
better prepared, on paper, for
his task; yet few have entered
the White Hause so much an
enigma, so hotly debated
among_those v.hu *know him,
perhaps so incongruously ac
coutered personally for his
Job,

A comparison of
men, Kennedy and Johnson,
is possible and may offer a
clue to the change that
evitably will flow from
new President’s character and
style. It can only be a tenta
live comparison, however, for
Mr. Johnson in the White
House may prove a very dif
ferent man from Mr. Johnson,
the one-time master of the

available

the two

Pp

United States Senate — just
as the . D. R. of the Hundred
Days was different from the
Franklin Roosevelt he
Wilson _administrativn, and
J. F. office seemed
scarcely related to the play
boy Congressman of 15 years
before.

Man of Avistocracy

The_comparison must begin
in background. John Kennedy
was a man of the Eastern sea-
board, of the second genera-
tion aristocracy, of the mas-
sive wealth of the 20th cen-
tury, of the Ivy League intel-
lectuals, of the ward politics
of the great cities. Lyndon
Johnson is a man of the West,
but also of that bitter South-
ern cotton-and-sharecropper
life that spills over into east
Texas. He recalls the drought
stricken farmers and ranchers
in the dusty Johnson City of
his youth

His political roots lie deep
in rural Texas, for he worked
always in this state to prevent
the emergence of cily ma
chines, relying instead upon
the farm, ranch and Latino
vote. He is a man of wealth,

too, but of wealth come by
late in life, of wealth sprung
from the latter.day riches of

state where splendor and
vulgarity spout_like oil from
the ugly derricks of Houston
and Odessa

He is a southern Profestant
without _intellectual preten.
tion, without the suave educa
tion of the East, without the
stylish exterior of a man in
an Englishcut suit and a
Riviera tan. His humor is
broad, often earthy, his voice
hoarse and southern, his pub-
lic manner sometimes embar-
rassingly humble and — there
is no other word — corny

But these differences of
background are not necessar
ily damaging to Mr. Johnson
His roots lie more nearly in
the American soil and soul
perhaps, than did those of
Mr. Kennedy, who sometimes
seemed bewildered by the
vast life and country that
rolls heyond the Appalachians
to the Pacific. And if there 1s
a really fundamental differ
ence between the two men, it
may be this:

Mr. Kennedy, on the evi

dence of his record and the
words of those who knew him
best, came by his allegiance
to and his fervor for the
Democratic party and the
New Deal spirit, in which it
has largely existed for 30
ears, by the processes of the
intellect. In his mind, he be
came convinced of the need

social change, economic
progress, for what Democrats
love to call “a party of the
people.” Inevitably, his re-
sponse  sometimes seemed
equally cerebral and as coolly
derived

Lyndon Johnson grew up
in an allegiance to his party
and its spirit. It is rooted
in his life, not his mind

Strong elements in Texas,
it is true, bitterly criticize
him for opportunism, for serv
ing “the interests” of the
power structure of this state,
for disregard of the have-nots
among whom he grew to man.
hood.

Their case on the record
seems strong. Yot it is a
charge that can be as fairly
made against the modern
Demacratic party, torn always
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Moroccan ng Fears Another Cuba in Algerm

ABAT — King Hassan of
Moroceo, in an exclusive
interview wit asserte
tiat Algeris ls close to be-
coming another Cuba
The 33yearold King, re-
laxed and confident, was sit-
ting in his office in the royal
palace in the sunbathed city.
“You would have thought
yourself in Cuba,” he said,
speaking of the fighting zone
and ‘the Algerians he had
seen “They even have
e gl e e
in North Africa."
Occasionally swivelling in
his chair, smoking French
cigarettes in a black holder.
the King spoke freely for
an hour of the crucial phase
through which his country is
passing, the dispute with Al
geria, his system of monarchy
and the imprisonment of his
opponents. He gives the im
pression of calm self-contain
ment
He rarely gestures and
ntly, ne rais-
e or hesitating for
a word. He is obviously a man
to run things Not once did
he refer questions to the two
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Stockholm — Nazi leaders
ported setting in mi
evacuation
of Berlin, where raging fires
kindled by British aerial
hombing sent clouds of smoke
grifting almost 300 miles
across the Baltic to the Swed:
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Moscow — A
antry battle raged into
“1lth day in the rolling
hills west of Kiev today, and
front reports indicated the
bloody German counter-offen
to smash open the Zhito-
salient had begun to
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after mounting the black
marble stairs past the mok-
hazni — palace servants — in
their white robes and the
household regiment in bright
red and grey.

But only one curious touch
about him catches the eye—a
tiny gold and red enamel
crown fixed in the buttonhole
of his light grey lwo-piece
lounge suit.

Disillusioned Man

The King is plainly worried
by the revolutionary state of
affairs in Algeria, but not,
he contends, because he is
one of the few remaining
African  monarchs.  “This
country, a monarchy, has
financial, economic and social
lessons to give to countries
which call themselves social
ist without having any social
ist policies,” he said

Far from blood and thun
der, he discusses Algeria like
a saddened man and speaks
with restraint of the risks he
took to help the Algerian
revolution. The frontier clash
has caused extreme bilterness
and disillusion and all the
Moroccans did for the Al
gerian cause.

North Africa was more
united under the French, min-
isters say wryly, than it is
now. Some of the tanks that
attacked the Moroccans were

anks they themselves had
given to the Algerians,

There is also a lot of com-
mon-sense talked in Rabat
about the absurdity of con-
{inuing economic nationalism

each state having its own
airline, its own refineries,
and so on But a united
Maghreb s nmmum further
off than ev

Impurlrd Ideology

“All the objective condi
tions exist for Communism in
Algeria now—unemployment,
misery, lack of cadres, a
regime built on a single
party,” the King said

1t is an imported ideology
h does not allow peaceful
habitation.

King Hassan paused, reflec
tively tapped the ash off his
cigarette. 1 can't understand
how a country which has just
come out of a war and is at
grips with all sorts of diffi-
culties, with half its elite in
prison or exile, can claim in
the space of five months to
have discovered all the an
swers and call itsell better
than its neighbors. But I am
deeply convinced that the
Algerian people are not Com
munis

The Moroccan
nks, will finally pre
vail as a result of the Addis
Ababa conference of African
Foreign Ministers which is

case, the

arbitrating_on the frontier

ispute. “But it isn't a ques-
tion of our winning the battle
of the frontiers. We have (o
win the ideological battle with
Algeria.”

Lean On Russia

What about Soviet aid to
Algeria? The King, who ad:
mits to having channelled
“enormous quantities” of Rus
sian war material to Algeria
during the war with France,
said: “Since then the Alg
ians have gone in for a big
buying program from the
Russians "

The King has chosen this
“critical moment,” as he de
scribes it, to zppoint the first
new government to work un
der the new constitution ap
proved by refendum in May
(On Monday, Nov. 18, it made
its first appearance at the
opening session of the new
Parliament, also elected in
May)

The King is an admirer of
General de Gaulle and there
is plenty of the Gaullist tech
nique in play here—referen

dums, ministers appointed by |

the King, a Gaullist type con-
stitution, widesprrud use of
radio and TV.

The King calls it constitu-
tional monarehy, but it com
no closer to the British sys-
tem than General de Gaulle's.

The Government, however,
i a minority Government of
the Constitutional Defence
party which holds about 49
per cent of seats. The second

argest party, the
traditional with
about 30 per
cotted subsequent
and other e
grounds that polling
rigged and there was intimida
ion

Would the King accept the
logical consequences of con:
stitutional monarchy which
would reduce his personal
powers o something like the
British sovereign's

Britain is one thing
Morocco another” he an
swered. “I have accepted re-
duced powers because that
was what T yanted
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ohnson and Kennedy Compared

i the

forgotten men

other — historic
rooted in slavery as well
the Southern
courthouse as well as Ellis

Island

as Populism, in

The important
Mr. Johnson, th
school  tea

F. D. R, confidant of Sam
Rayburn, and wizard legis
lator, may be more closely in
tune with his party
people than his predecessor
And if Mr. kennedy su
be
from a sort of
a form of i
s
convietion Mr
Johnson’s tendencies in_the
other direction, his inborn
share of the spiritual divi
sions of the Democratic party,
may make his touch upon that
and its future more
For men and na
tions are not led, but moved.

Far From Certain

int is that
ne-time
cher, protége of

and his

ning to beliey
detachment
lectuality

instinctive

1t is a far-from-certain pros
pect. Those who are critics
of the new President say
he is vain, quick to anger
lightning in his shifts of mood
and position, stubborn in his
desires, not so much persuas
ive as relentless, a_man of
manoeuvre and  calculation,
an orator without skill but
with frequent flamboyance
occasional fervor and power
a man who can be im
possible in his demands, im
n s accomplish
fierce in his actions,
ssing in_his preten
achiavellian in his
politics, callous of others, All
agree though that he is always
unsparing of his own energies
and talents
If there is a likeness to
other Presidents, it probably
is to Harry S. Truman—an
other man rooted in the rich
earth the country, un
skilled in the ways of the
learned and the sophisticated,
impossible at times, imposing
at others, deeply commited
to the job at hani
Mr. Truman, it is now
widely believed, was a great
President. But he was not
that because of his intellect
or his manner, hut b i
his  fundamental
his unflinching
critical moments.
office upon the
Franklin Roosevelt far less
known to the country, far less
able to command its respect
than Lyndon Johnson. O
this day of confusion and
grief, surely there are good
grounds for hope that Mr.
Johnson will meet his chal-
lenge as squarely

that

use o
character
courage in
He came to
death of

(¢) New York Times Service

" these should be accurate,

Israel Worried

‘uclear Threat

In Middle East

By (

The crucial puzzle

he Middle Eas

to characterize and 1
This is simply

bssible
how

area as
missile

noe
While de
exists in_the Pa
that confliet still smoulders
L leaders talk of
once they feel

facto armistice

ne war.

only state
Nasser hasn’t
hieved weapons superiority
el isn't seriously worried
at it feels a danger period
is likely to start in about two
Aided by German tech
cians, Egypt has become a
fledgling missile power and
Nasser boasts his rockets have
sufficient range to plaster all
Israel, But if such salvos are
charged only with non-nuclear
high explosives, they are not
considered conclusive
However, Israel claims Tn
dia is helping Nasser develop
a new kind of warhead which
might be described as made of
nuclear garbage derived from
isotopes. The Israelis contend
this would not have great
demolition_effect but would
produce deadly widespread
fallout

Sure Target

Israel acknowledges Egypt
probably doesi't have accur
uidance systems. Never
fheless, It believes that were
Nasser to aim missiles at a
broad target like Tel Aviv, he
could hardly fail to hit at
least once.
If their intelligence s
correct and, in about two
ars, Egypl can make such
warheads, an extraordinary
threat would develop. Israeii
scientists say one missile so
equipped could land in Tel
minimal initial
damage. However, geiger
counters would then detect
spreading fallout and the en
tire region, which includes a
huge population fraction and
key airfields, would ulti
mately have to be evacuated
No_ outsider can confirm
Israel’s assumptions. But if
the
implications are enormous
Two immediate results are
Isracl's efforts to ob
groundtoground missiles and
probable_atiempis to fabri
cate atomic devices at
Dimona rram»r wiloke Pehih
scientists he
The United States is reluc
tant to supply either the de
sired missiles or funds with
which Israel might purchase

SULZBERGER

F
arm  capab

upper Egypt
almost as vulne
clear missile attack
its_populat
within the
confines

Nile valley's stra

ton

has

war; that his
are only souped-up
here is no evidence

warhead . experi

however, mistrusts
intentions and poten.
0w can America
help Israel survive a first
strike if Israel's intelligence
should some prove more ac.
curate than
hat would happen
following _hypothetical
Dormant frontier quarrels be
tween Israel and Egypt begin
to flare up. Cairo announces
an Israeli raid has killed sev
eral dozen Egyptians and
that, as_punitive retaliation,
it is firing one salvo of mis
siles, equipped with high ex
plosive warheads. These kill
several hundred Israclis
The Israclis however, insist
these ally  nuclear
garbage warheads, and hey
must evacuate their main
centres, poisoned for years.
Does the United States, after
verifying Israel's claim, send
a Polaris submarine to destroy
Cairo and Alexandria? The
Israelis are in the first place
doubtful and in the second

o save them since their
main city has become un
inhabitable, leaving no place
for its residents to go.

y answer 1s they
must have their own deter-
rent which Nasser would con
sider  credible  because it
would depend on an Israeli
decision alone, not action by a
perplexed Washington.  But
Washington sees nothing but
disaster if it helps establish
in the Middle East a kind of
poorer man's version of
France's poor man’s force de
frappe

Washington doesn't_really
know that Israel is right in
assessing Nasser and doesn’t
really know what Israel would
do if it possessed the counter
force it wants, What it does
know is that the Middle East
would become impossibly dan

This is the crucial
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