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The IssuesIn The McCarthy Hearing

HERE is some validity to the com
A plaint of Sen. McCarthy and his
supporters that the current hearings on
his wrangle with the Army are wasting
time that could more profitabl
voted to other things

yesterday po

Herblock's cartoon uted
up one aspect—the growing backlog of
important lezislation before the Senate
Moreover, high Defense Department offi-

cials are being diverted from the critical
Indochinese problem. And perhaps most
important at all. the attention of the

American people Is riveted
vised hearings when U'h
{hinking of
issues of the day.

But granting all
Army hearing is serving
in the long run, m
greater bearing

me of her great
the McCarthy.
a purpose that
ve an equal or
n the preservation of

the American system than the delay of
legislation, the diversion of Defense
officials, and the distraction of the peo-
ple. That purpose is to lay bare the

ohjectives of a power-lusting demagogue,
fo expose the trickery, the deceit and
the oiliness of his methods, and to reveal
his willingness to trample upon people

nd institutions in his drive for political
uthority

The issue in the current hearing
not Cohn vs. Adams, as McCarthy ha

| repeatedly. The issue is larger than
that. and it includes two questions

I The first question is whether any
memher of the U. §. Congress should be

permitted so wide a latitude by his col-
gues that he ean subject individuals
in the executive branch to abuse when
they do not perform like puppets at his
command,

2 The second question Is whether
Congress as a branch of government
should be permitted to encroach upon
the aufhority of the executive branch to
the point of dictating policies and prac-
s clearly within the executive depart-
s sphere of responsibility

It is nothing short of tragic that the
U S. Senate has delayed so long in con,
sidering any restraints upon the ‘“city
slicker from Appleton”, as Bishop Sheil
of Chi called him. But the delay
will not have heen in vain if this hearing
exposes McCarthyism for what it is and
results in safeguards against the use of
congressional authority as a springboard
for future demagogues

Sterner Traffic Sentences Needed

LMOST every day the papers carry

several items about traffic violations
Mr. Average Reader notes them, perhaps
muttering that some chronic violator got
off too light, then forgets about the mat
ter.

But he won't forget, he can’t forget,
if he keeps a record of these cases. and
analyzes them. For the record will be
filled with cases like this:

“A sixyear-old boy playing ‘cowhoy’
was killed under the wheels of a two-
fon truck yesterday evening. The
driver of the truck—an 18-year-old high
school student—was charged with man-
slaughter and operating a motor vehicle
without a license.”

“A voung man described by police as
2n inveterate traffic offender was held
under $1.500 hond today on a charge of
manslaughter. The young man has
been in and out of court on traffic vio
lations numerous times since he was lﬁ
vears of age, Bruce Blackman (has
been) charged with assault with a deadly
weapon, reckless driving, driving with-
out lights, speeding, driving after rev-
ocation of license . . . drunk driving
hit and run'

“Judge Max Bushy levied fines of 8530
for driving drunk and $350 for driving
after revocation of license against Wil
liam R. Helms, 26, of Salishury, upon
his third offense on both charges ™

“Mrs. Eloise Pritchard was sentenced
fo 30 days in jail, (for hit and run
driving), suspended on pavment of $10
and costs, and was fined $25 and costs
for operating an automobile without a
license.

“A 23.yearold Charlotte barber—who
had only yesterday been convicted of
driving after his license was revoked
was back in County Recorder's Court
today, charged again with driving after

his license had been revoked and with
drunken driving Judge I Ed  Stukes
told Benjamin W. Prevatte, 1508 Win.
ston Drice, that if he should come up in
court again on a similar charge, he would
be sent to the roads"

These typical cases are sufficient to
illustrate our points, which are

(1) An alarming number of ‘\Hrll\
Carolinians who figure in traffic C
dents are not licensed to drive—or hav
been specifically ordered not to drive,
and

(2) The courts are dangerously le-
nient with the chronic offenders.

The North Carolina Institute of Gove
ernment has said that as many fwo
hundred thousand North Carolina driv-
ers may be unlicensed. Many of fhese
don’t have a license hecause
they cannot qualify for one. Judges
permitted to sentence unlicensed driv
to as much as six months in prison, plus
:I ’lm‘;\ Rm] time after time, one reads
hat the violator gets the minimu
t01 B mum fine,

A person convicted of driving after
revocation of license may be fined as
little as $200, or sentenced to as much
as two years in prison and fined as well
Here, too, the practice is {o let tha
offender off lightly In the Helms case
referred to above, the offender got off
with fines despite his third convietion

on serious charges. And, as readers of
llsm page well know, the Blackmon and
Tevalte

records are appalling examples
of leniency with chronic offenders

Harsher minimum penalties would
help keep unlicensed drivers off the
highways. But a change in the law isn't
essential. What is needed is a sterner
administration of existing law by the
that drivers who habitually
endanger lives and sometimes kill, will
be kept off the highways.

judges so

Floyd I. Harper --- Mr. AA

T IS A general rule of our society that

the good works of a man come 1o the
al ion of the public. even though he
may not seek credit and indeed may try

From The Asheville Citizen

this commun
Steps
Hos

zanizing the Twelve
in founding Wilmith
directing the North Carolina
> of the General Service (

y. in or

Servic

fo his earnestness
Though AA
learned early in its history that a certain
coholies could never be
Harper refused to give
much of
aleoholics whom

e were no limit

The

man, spending

v on

rote off as hopeless
i Harper's work for alco-

done in death
be fold a complete
speare’s famed com.

inonvmously
His life was
refutation of Sha!
mentary

“The ¢ ves after them

! that men do
terred with their

is oft

tood that Flovd
him in the countle:
od from the

Harper did

‘BOON’, EH?

NEW BOON for m W
they're calling the “noise ak
an electronic device developed t e
Radio Cor n of América. Hitched
fo your home ¢ { i
teracting sound iy | 1 the

ihe m-,;w“m Wha v

wave the bab en 5
wail) which -,w es e t
that the litt s b d

that home wcu h‘

dimension of f
we want no ‘nol
the w
11
i i n
As tF e Hlnck said
d 1
d out HE
N C) Cm
If Ka { ot s are
’ backits

=7 4

“I still don't think that's the way to deal with the McCarthy problem.”

People’s Platform

Letters should be brief. The writer's name and address must be given, but may be withheld (rom
publication in the discretion of the Editors. The News reserves the right to condense.

Too Many Drivers
Are Not Licensed

Charlotte

Fditors, The News
know you have noticed the
several wrecks reported re

cently in the paper where the
driver was without a license to
operate a vehicle on the high

ays.
Two of them resulted in
deaths for which no amount of
posting of bonds for future trou-
compensate. In each
driver has been able
to get plates for his car without
showing a license 1o drive or
receipt for insurance in force
So long as we compromise for
anything less than a rigid law
whereby it will be unlawful to
operate or obtain license plates
for a car without proving re-
sponsibility to eperate same by
having insurance and a driver's
license, we shall witness a con
tinuation of this carnag
It seems to me that all the
papers in the state should ad
vocate such laws as forcefully
@s their eolumns will permit, be-
cause our courts are making it
tno easy for people to escape
the responsibility for their acts.
A driver convicted of drunk
driving charges a second or
third time should have his driv-
er's license revoked, his car
plates impounded and his insur-
ance company notified of this
action. When the terms of his
conviction are complied with,
he would then have to get a
driver's license, which should
bear a code record on it, and
insurance, before his plates
could be returned to him or he
could get mew ones. The law
hmlld also make the owner of
personally responsible for
vn acts of anyone operating his
car except by theft of automo-
bile.

—VERN PRESMAN

Sedberry Courtroom
Remark Criticized

The News
Charlotteans have long
suspected that a few of the
s of the Charlotte Police
et a very

X are Hm ack happy, but
it has remained Ju e Sed:
berry's callous remark as pub
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are frequently

lished in your April 16 issue in
connection with the arrest of a
man shoplifter, to indicate that
this blackjack philesophy has the
approval of our judiciary

His statement that “It's a won
der some officer did not hit her
with a blackjack" turns the clocl
back to the' Dark Ages when
brute force was the method of law
enforcement. And this is the man
wha wants to represent us in Con-
ress!

It would be interesting ln know
the age of this ferocious shoplift-
er how much she weighs
and what made her so unusually
furious. Your article does not sa\
It does say that two husky offi-
cers were unable efficiently to
subdue one woman who probably
weighed than one-third of
their combined weight. Officers in
most cities far smaller than ours
would be asked to turn in their
b for so sorry a perform-
ance, and the city fathers would
at once investigate what was
wrong with the training of their
officers. 1 have scen one officer
subdue four husky longshoremen

without even losing his cap
Officers Hagler and Hinson
should be complimented for not
using their blackjacks on a wom-
an. They should not be blamed for
the trouble they had in this ar
rest unless it can be shown that
they had been properly trained in
the handling-of recalcitrant prison-
ers. But Judge Sedberry's open
endorsement of the blackjack phil-
asophy should not be allowed to
remain unchallenged by our citi-
zens

less

E. J. PRESSER
s WY
(Note: In fairness to Judge

Sedberry, who is a candidate for
political office, The News gaye
mm a chance to reply to the above
letter. His reply follows, Eds, The
News.)

Recorder Answers
Presser Criticism
L.

te

News
woman,

o not recall

ith stealing and with r
She pleaded guil

e of stealing and was

v of resisting arrest

Editors, The

COLORE whose

was

D the progress of the trial
this w s altorney asked the
police officer four times whether

or not he had struck the woman

with a blackjack. Each time the
witness answered that he did not
strike the woman with a black-
jack, but only with his fist, after
she had taken off her shoe and
beat him in the face and about
the head until he was cut, bruised
and bloody, evidences of which
were all over his face and head
at time of the trial,

The police officer testified that
he used only such reasonable
force as was necessary to make
the arrest, and when the attorney
for the woman asked about the
blackjack for the fifth time, [
told him that the officer had al
ready testified several times that
he did not use a blackjack, and
then I made the comment that “It
is a wonder he did not use his
blackjack; I want to commend
him for the great restraint that
he exercised.”

1 have no apology to make for
this comment. Any lawyer who
has sufficient intelligence to be
called a lawyer knows that when
any person puts himself in rh-
fiance of lawful authority, and be
gins to physically belabor an n(h
cer, who is attempting to arrest
him, it is the duty of the officer
not to retreat but to stand his
ground and in order to save him
self from great bodily harm, he
has the right even to take life.

If any local Republican poli
tician, in his zeal for the incum.
bent Republican contressman
from the 10th District, feels that
he can gain anything for his can-
didate by attacking my record
judge of the Recorder's
in his calculation he is nat

Court
taking into account the decent,
\’m lm\n ImlLlll and honora:

id en in the City
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Eisenhower s

A 'Principal’

In M'Carthy-Army Struggle

By JOSEPH & STEWART ALSOP

WASHINGTON

N the McCarthy-Army battle,

six persons have been named
as “principals”=McCarthy, Carr,
and Cohn, Stevens, Adams and
Hensel. In reality, there is a sev-
®enth principal — President Dwight
D. Eisenhower.

For the President has as great
a stake as any man in the out-
come of this battle over a mere
Army private. Indeed, the oul
come may determine whether
senhower is to be the real leader
of his party. whether his Presi-
dency will be written down as a
success or a failure; even whether
the institution of the Presidency
itself may be damaged beyond re-
pair. Thus it is pertinent to ask
how the President himsell feels
ahout the contest which has now
been joined,

First of all, although in some
ways he seems so alool from the
battle, he i ything but indif-
ferent to what is geing on. Ac-
cording to friends and acquaint-
ances who have seen him over the
past few weeks, he has developed
almost an ohcession about McCar-
thy. He is very likely o intro-
duce the Wisconsin Senator's
name info the conversation him-
self — and once the subject has
been brought up, it is often dif-
ficult to change it, so strongly
does the President feel

Second, it can be stated on un-
doubted authority that the Presi-
dent has no illusions about the
threat to his own leadership posed
McCarthy. The significance of
the fact that McCarthy chose to
launch a frontal attack on the
army, where the Eisenhower
career was built, is not lost on
the President. Nor are McCar-
thy's sneering references to *‘Pen-
lagnn politicians,” and “the high

bra: In short, the President is
quite aware that McCarthy is like-
Iy to attack him directly, as sofn
as McCarthy feels himesl{ strong
enough to do s

This being so, it may seem
strange that the President has
not himself taken the offensive,
in the best military tradition. The
fact is that he has very seriously
considered doing so. With old
friends, he has discussed a proj-
ect for one or more broadcasts
defining the real nature of M
Carthyism, and naming the Wis
consin Senator by name. He has
been persuaded not to do so, for
the present, on the grounds that
such a course would endanger his
program.

It came to an open and irrecon-
cilable break belween McCarthy
and the President — so runs the
argument — Eisenhower would
lose four or five pro-McCarthy
votes for his program in the Sen-
ate, and more in the House
Whether this argument is valid
or nol, the President, whe feels

Geneva Talks
Of Mess The

By JAMES

WASHINGTON
JF anyone wants to know the state
of the world midway in the 20th
century, all he has to do is logk at
the foreign ministers' conference
just getting under way in Geneva
It's a mess
There is even less hope for
peaceful solutions than there was
when the Big Four foreign min-
isters met at Berlin in January
And there were no solutions at
Berlin

B

foreign ministers
of 19 countries, including the
United States’ Secretary of State
Dulles, are to talk about peace in
Korea, where there's a truce, and
peace in Indochina, where there's
war and no truce. .

At Geneva the

1f the truth were
probably wishes he wa
se. He's in a bit of 2
e meeting starts

x before

Russia and Red China are there
It's possible they might make
some concessions in return for giv
\‘\ Red China a seat in the United

ations and for America
hhn of HVP Communists as the ‘(n
1 overnment of China

But Dulles has pretty well shut
the door on any deal along those
lines by stating this country’s op-

very deeply indeed about his pro
gram, has accepted it. Yet he has
by no means ruled out a direct
challenge to McCarthy, after the
Congress adjourns, but before the
elections.

The McCarthy experience has
also caused the President to shed
certain illusions with which h
entered office. He no longer he
the implicit faith he once had in
his politician-advisers nor in h
hhuneasmen - administrators. H
has complained to at h-al‘v nne Vis-
itor that he has been b;
selled by his political nd\lsrrs 01
the McCarthy problem since th
very beginning of the 1952 cam-
paign.

As for the 'best brains” he re-
cruited into office,"it is no secret
that Eisenhower considered Secre-
tary Stevens' initial handling of
the McCarthy problem less than
brilliant. More recently, the Presi-
dent almost blew up when he saw
front page pictures of Secretary
of Defense Wilson arm-in-arm witn
a grinning McCarthy. This was
on the very day when Eisenhower
Nmned to take a strong anti-Mc
thy stand at his press confer
ence.

Similarly, the President has lost
his excessive respect for Congress
and its leadership. In a moment
of anger, he has compared the
Congress to the futile French Par:
liament. *“They stand around in
corridors arguing about what Mc-
Carthy has on them and about
the election,” he is reported ta
have remarked, “and they don’t
pay any attention to my pro-
gram, or the important things."
NEW IDEAS OF OFFICE

Finally, Sen. McCarthy, with an
assist from Sen, Bricker, has
stimulated the President to exam-
ine anew the nature of the offic
he holds. “‘Nowadays,"" an old ac-
quaintance has remarked, “he al-
ways picks up his ears when
someone says something about his
“Constitutional responsibili

Until recently, like most citi-
zens, Eisenhower had only a rath-
er vague and general notion:of
the functions and of prerogatives
of the Presidency. Since the start
of the Bricker amendment fight,
an especially since the McCarthy
cantroversy reached the boiling
point, he has become fascinated
by the subject. He has recently
taken to reading “The Federalit
Papers” (which he had never
read before?, and with his remark-
able memory, he now quotes or
paraphrases passages from the

papers, at almost excessive
length
In short, the Bricker amend

ment seems to have first made
the President thoroughly aware of
his Constitutional position: while
the far more ferocious challenge
from McCarthy has made him de-
termined to defend it.

Another Sign
World's In

MARLOW

position to recognition or a U. N
seat for the Red Chinese.

The United States wants Red
China to do two things:

1. Let Korea be united. This
would mean letting North and
South Koreans vote, in free elec
tions, for the government they
want. The South Korcans, outnum
bering the North Koreans d4-1
would win

But South Korea is an American
If China agreed to this ar
rangement, it would be handing
all Korea over to the Allied side.
2. Withdraw aid from the Viel-
minh, led by Communist Ho Chi
Minh, who are fighting the French
in Indochina. That would result
eventually, or it should, in victory
for the French.

The Red Chinese fought almost
three years in North Korea to
keep it out of the hands of the
West and wound up, under the
truce, occupying it

1t's unthinkable they would let
Korea slip into the Allied
camp. The Communists, Chinese
and Russian, bave not in a single
instance yielded a foot of ground
they took since World War II

So they're not likely to
now

start
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; Cobalt Smuggling
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23 Japanese fishermen who got
showered with radioactive ash from the

explosion are slowly gelting

Despite the very best of Japanese med-
care,
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Nehru's Trip

Prime M
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Nehru has sent word
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re readv to sacrifice the Indo.
ds for the sake of peace in the

ist

has told the American embassy

ves the Chinese Reds will agree
) a truce during the Geneva conference,

due to the fact that Moscow has drastical-
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