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WHAT HAPPENED AT LOWELL?

BCENTLY City Treasurer L. L. Ledbet-

ter quoted s set of figures, gathered
by the m Bureau of Municipal Re.
search, which indicated

that Charlotte

adjusted City-County tax rate is substan-
tially lower than the rates in many U. 8.
cities of similar sive, the inference being
that' the City could issue a big batch of
t bonds and still have

that was low comparatively.

Ledbetter specifically pointed to

publie
8 tax
Mr.

Lowell, Mase., with & population of 101380
in 1940, almost the same as Charlotte's.
Lowell's adjusted city-county tax rate in
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In ‘that same perlod Charlotte's
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with a rate of $4.49, was also cited as &
comparison.

Publication of the Detroit Bureau's fig-
ures prompted a letter to THE Nrws from
‘Walter W. Gayle of Charlotte, vice-presi-
dent of the Baco-Lowell Shops, in which
he sald, “Let's see what happened st

mﬁummmwmmuvnsﬂw
ihe spindleage they had in 1623,

ess which is continuing todly without

let-up.

Hﬁnen were, probably, other )reuam why
ell and Utlca lost some of their in-

rates alone would give any heavy Industry
in Chariottd a great competitive advan-
over an identical industry in Lowsll
w Utica.

Most muaorlun agres that the South's
best chance for greater prosperity les
in industrialization. We cannot, however,
attract industries but will repel them if
we let our local and state governments

.recklessly run up tax rates to oppressive
e

levels.

’

JUSTICE, MOSCOW STYLE

ENERALLY the masterminds of the

Politburo are uncannily shrewd in
planning Internationsl propagands; &t
times, however, their complete isolation
from the rest of tht 'mrld leads-them to
eommit errors as as any ever com-
mitted by Adolph Hluu |

By achieving an immediate end — .the
arrest, mock trial, and conviction\of Jose!
Cardinal Mindszenty of Hungary = they
haye succeeded in uniting the whole civ-
lized world against Communist terrorism.
By jalling the Cardinal for life, they have
made a martyr out of him whose name
will become a rallying point for those who
believe in freedom of religion. *

Reaction to the life sentence imposed
on Cardinal Mindszenty was immediate,
and strong World religious and lay leade
joined together in denouncing this obvious
effort to smash the Roman Catholic
Church in Hungary by destroying its lead-
ership. Cardinal Mindszenty may have

HOOVER'S NEW:ROLE

AND WHEN l:hl reorgan-

been indiscreet in permitting himself to
become embrolled in affairs of the state,
but nowhere in the trumped up evidence
was there any real proof that he had been
gullty of conspiring to overthrow the Hun-
garian Government.

The whole affair was carried off in &
typical Communist fashion. From the very
first attacks against the Cardinal it be-
‘came obvious that his fate had been pre-
determined by Moscow. The various al-
leged confessions, including his reported
statements on the witness stand, were in
sharp contrast to the denials he made be-
fore his arrest, and added credence to re-
ports that the Soviets have found a way
to destroy the will of their victims to re-
sist.

Hungary, and Moscow, have won the first
round of this battle. In so dolng, they
have arrayed agalnst themselves the pow-
erful forces of liberty and justice through-
out the world.

had falled because

{zation proposal becomes an accomplish-
ed fact, the nation will owe a tremendous

nt—Former President Herbert

debt of gratitude to a man who once falled |
~an assignme;

Had Mr. Enover shown the same u-

the
Congress itaelf had denied the President
adequate authority to shufffle the agen-
cles around and cut off political deadwood.
Bhortly thereafter the House virtually
ted his request by fighting off a long

list ‘'of amendments, most of them offered
which would have exempt-

and for
President he has rﬂ:enuy digplayed u
chairman of the Hoover Commiksion, the
nation would have been spared much of

by

ed one agency or another from the reor-
ganization. The House bill will give Presi.
dent Truman authority.to streamline some
agencles as he wishes,

the terror of the Great terror

xmh]:cz only to Congressional veto in 60
di were the na-

which came because the Government, un-
der Hoover, was weak and and
unwilling to act decisively.

If he lost prestige then, he has recover-
edrit in his latest public service job. He
was not content merely to direct the big
commission in its mammoth survey of
overlapping and duplication in the Fed-
eral Government; he took the leadership
in carrying the battle to the Congress,
showing himself more effective in many
ways than the man now in the White
House in pushing the reorganization plan
along.

Teis week he appeated bafore the Sen-

prvp"mﬂl-u' who were lryln‘ to get
the Senate to exempt certaln agencles
from the reorganization program. “If Con-
gress iz going to respond to that kind of
pressure, we might as well quit tomorrow.
It is the end of reorganization,” he thun-
dered.

Mr. Hoover explained that most puv.

From The Releigh Nm & Observer

a,
(lonll defense establishment, Interstate
Commerce Commission, Becurities and Ex-
change Commission, Federal Reserve
Board, National Medistion Board, Rallway
Retirement Board, and Rallway Adjust-
ment Board Provision was made for re-
organization of those agencies In separate
biils?

1t Lhe Benate goes along with the House,
the President will have, for the first time,
the authority to do the big job of pruning
agencies and slashing at inefficlency and
duplication. And it is important that the
Benate acqulesce, for Mr. Hoover estimates
that a proper reorganization will not only
improve efficlency, but. will save & whop-
ping $3,000,000 a year.

Unless the President has such authority
he cannot be held responsible for failure
to act. It can be safely granted, for the
Congress still will have a final veto if It
decides any part of the reorganization is
detrimental to the natlon.

5, IS IT AMAZING?

N a statement made when he ordered a

Justice-of the Peace o resign because
of improper behavior In office, Buperior
Court Judge Charles L. Coggin sald the
J. . system 15 “bad and it ought to be
changed.” He added: “This case shows that
the system should be cleaned up and it's
up to the Legisiature to do something

bout 1t.”

Of course, 1t is bad. And, of course, it 18
up to the Legislature to do_something
about ft. But there i nothing hew about
the notorious quality of much J. P. justice
‘ln North Carolina. The fact, however,
i that the J. P’s andffthe little crooked
eénstables. who help tffe worst magistrates
exact profits out of hafpless little people in
\ the name of justice, are too close to politi-
‘el power and political organization in
the counties and precincts of the state.

In Legislature after Legislature, the
worst Justices of the Peace have shown
that although they deserved the contempt
of the Btate, they also had power in the

As & result, in the unreformed

g~ - e

systein_which continues the best Justices
of the Peace (and there are some excellent
ones) have been denied the dignity these
lower courts should possess, while some of
the worst Justices of the Peace (and there
are plenty of them) have been able to prey
upon the poor in a process which makes
fees more important than justice.

Of course, the Judge is right. But also,
of course, the extortion, the fee grabbing
and all the other evils of the present sys-
tem will go on nntil some amazing Legis-
Iature shows somne amazing courage and
de; intelligently with this anclent mess
at the foundations of our system of justice
in thia state.

Is this an amaziog Legislature?

‘There is some sort of affection that
grows up between the county newspaper
and its readers—near and distant — that
approaches love. If I were a milllonalre,
with oodles of money, I would run a coun-
try newspaper just for the fun of it. —
Grenada County (Miss.) Weekly
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People’s Platform

City Dweller Sounds Off

LEXINGTON
Editors, Tux Newa:
) Btd impelled to thank The News for the Dick
Young -mcu u:dAy (Feb. 2.
For a ime, as & matter of fact nemy areh
since 1 cnme Iuck to North Carolina th 1943, I hi

this state. I have been conclous that the farmers
of North Carolina have been riding high at
urban dwellers’ Not until I rud Mr. Young's

s’ expense.
article did T realize it 1s P
1 have been getting madder and m.da-r ever since
the Govemor came out with the proposal
build hard surfaced the farmers' doors,
taxing us mnother cent ‘on each gallon of gasoline.
Now-io learn that the poor old farmer pays such &
small pmpnmnn of the taxes, makes me see
‘To hea:
friends uu it, he has no roads,
would tmnk to hnx them tel t, the highway ay
was bullt for and used by us urbanites alone, nd
That Ore Nlhw-y system does not even remately touch
the 1 for one am oppofed to the doms~
lmne- of'the state by farmers. 1 think this domi-
ance has gone on long enough. T am for political
“ction on the part of us urbanites to unseat this
farmer dictatorship, or at least get our share of the

mu\sl.

ieve we are numerically powerful enough and
e mulnnm enough to remedy the intolerable sit-
for the next four years. we who live
in. ha towns and cities should work unceasingly to
our pplitical power felt o los2.
11 Jotn uj '- nize an assoctation
tes: i do tomething About
uu farmer paying 33 per eent of the state income

and s fraction of

total state tax load, dn-
e.hldin‘ m nmlm-
ellers have written to

Lhnlr rwr-mtluv-; lboul. the proposed addi-
tional one cent tax on gasoline? Eight cents s gonna
be a lotta tax on

—B. A HAWLEY.

World Federation Can Work

CHARLOTTE

“Zaitors, T Nxws:
Ml A w mu’x n:muy contributed an argu-

id government. 1 should like
to pomt uu: s Tew dlfferences between his thinking

mine.

Mr. !Ild states that man is an individual pre-
nmu way whenever p«nnle, Nmom
being made up of individuals like to do the sai
thing. Nations will go their own way untl e
common draws them together, which isn's
world federation.

These are general statements about people and
nations but are not. in my opinion, an srgument
against world federation. Man does like to
own way but when going his own way interferes

Drew Pearson’s

with the rights of his neighbor, the law requires him
to stop. We gave up our individual right o settis
disputes when the majority of us quit carrying six=
shooters.

N-non: 100, like to go theiroun way. ke what

and tight to settle m‘rr ifaputes ust
llkt lnﬁivld 0 law between
hations, no courts, and therefore no way to. settle
quarrels except going to battle.

Modern war has certainly made I the common
Interest of every nation to help preven
world conflict. To make war in the future s muon
will risk d itzelt and the enemy.

Do Ro winners ta & future sicenic w

Mr. Black states that no mllllcﬂ system with or
without 1aw can prevent a relapse into military hos-
tiities. Buch a statement about the future reiations
between nations, is purely a matter of opinion, the
truth of which has vet to be demonstrated. Man-
Kind has not tried world government With adequste
powers to_prevent war.

Now another argument: He states that laws
Are not enforced, they are observed or they dol
work.  Police and armies are not big enough (o
force any law if ple were determined to dis
Togard 1 What does ihar natement prover 11 all
the states in our Federal Government decided to pull

§Toup of people living with the majority observing
the law but some breaking ft. It the law is broken, &
lu:wnnr force goes after the breaker. The point 18
hat the majority of people back up the Govern-
Toknk an the Taw
Aworld government would be made up of nations
willing to back It up, and give up their rights to make
war. A system of settling disputes between countries
would ke worked out. Of course, if all the nations
composing 1t decided to pull out, there would bs no
world government,
Zsonn M.

—

James Marlow™

Over A Ba

‘WASHIN
ONGRESS s over a barrel, and
It's & beaut. in trying to write
s new labor law to control Iﬂl
atrikes that might d-m-n the pul

half-measure that
someday may cause & grest desivol
trouble.

But neither Congress nor unions

best only =

ployers to n.mm
This would be ‘he extreme step:
The Iaw_woutd let. m- President

forbid. completely an ent-

ly. s strike that he fe et ncuta not
be_permitted to
Bt this would be URfAlr to hbor.

Once the

ke, & would set up & board to
the argument of the union
um the employer.

The board, having done that,
would givé a decision. nom sides
would have to accept

But, to be fair to the “inton such
 law would have to make any de-
cision by the board retroattive. For
examp}

A union wants to &
The Government uop- |z and neu
up an arbitration board. On May 1,
five_ months later. the board gives
ita decision: A raise of 10 cents an
hour for the unlon

8 the boss couldnt pre
raise, starting May 1. He'd ha
Také It retvosctive, s, ralse Of 1
centa an hour, dating back to Jan.
1 when the Government sald the
union couldn’t stelke.

ut a union wants no on s
right to strike. And neither umnn
nor employer wants com|
bitration. They don't © want
Government  board  tell
what they must do.

And Congress s reluctant to go
80 far In handling
rious reasons: it d
on freedom, and unions and em-
ployers would put on terrific pres-
sure against such a law.

8o gress i faced with the job

the
. to

H\y
them

Marquis Childs
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The Good Lives After -

P sood that men do ia not o

ways, in the Shakespearean

phrase, nterred with thelr banes.
live

lhe u.m of t ahines far beyond uu
little span allotted to each

The 'hu Laurence Duggan gave
himselt in selfish devotion in many
ways. But his chief interest after
he left the Dept. of Btate was the
Institute of Intarnational Educa-
tlon, n(,wmch he was Dﬂudml
his father, awp en | Duggan, had
been befors

nhnmnemnmdym ook

him and cut off his life at the age of
43 Larry Ru was starting to
raise additional money for the In-
stitute. Now his friends have formed
a committee to contribute a fund in
on the work in

accomplished had he
The Institute of International Ed-
ueation rivate zation
that serves not between
but

From The Frying Pan

BOUTHERN PINES
Editors, Tux Nxws:
Wrm the N. C. Motor Vehicle Inspection law as

As It 15, now comes along Sepator

who would Iift the N. C. motorist from the fl’\'ln‘
pan and place him In the fire by leaving us to the
;lﬂ;lal: mercies (?) of the garage mechanics. God
or

~—CALVIN H. BURKHEAD.

The th‘l Platform {s @vailadle to any
reader who cares to mount #. Communications
should be less than 300 words, tten 1f

T e tg 'he paper.

ed—of hmﬂ:
anything goes Each lz!l!r must be signed -
Editors, Trx N

anc u
between the peoples of one country
and the peoples of another country.
1t does this by providing funds for
‘American students to go abroad and
for forelgn students and teachers
to come to our colleges and univer-
sities
ast is especially important.
‘There Is no way of measuring the
profound and far-reaching influence
of American education and Ameri-
can experience on the thousands of
foreign students who have come to
our shores in recent decades. One
young man who returns to his na-
tive land to take & position of
Jeadership with a favorable impres-
sion of American educational stand-
ards is worth no one can gauge how
of words of propa-
sa0ds by pocmSelery
Boxer Rebellion n

Barkley Rejects Invitation To

China, the Washing.
ton wisely decreed that the Indemie
fty by to thi

themselves of the fund before
exhausted.

Incidentally, Chinese students tn
nis d themselves in

have completéd some phase of their

“education.

PIONEERS

Besides tHe fcr!llll mdtnu whe
come here

g work.
them t
headed by the redoubtable
Davis, At the of R Davis

now in
donors to continue their support
for_the college.

e comfortable aisumption, of
course, 15 that the government is
taking care of everything over there.

surely that relieves the indfvidual

citizen of ponsibility.
But if 1t is all left to government,
thing of

-you
how deep i the impulse u uu tn-
dividual to reach across the limita-
tions and formalities of government.

Speak

Merry-Go-Round
‘WASHINGTON

Dmncnn Governor J. Strom Thurmond, who was cold-
shouldered by President Truman at the inauguration, has
Vice-President Ba:

r's on. . . . pu %
otmr day on the Benate floor. Barkley beckoned the two
Carolina Senators. Burnet Mavbank and Olin John-

the Vice-President’s rostrum, explained confi-
dentially that he wouldn't stay with Thurmond but didn't

-w W
want to create an incident. The best solution, Barkley de-
cided, was not to go to Columbia at all

Becretary of Labor Maurfee Tobin Is worried about I lnnl’

posaibly bloody coal strike this Summer.
’."Illl conlrltl with the coal operators expires In MlV
e , because of mild Winter weather In the East,
“oul stocks are higher than In years, and the operators know
{hat If there s rio strike the prics of coal will go down.
“Therefore, m me pru:e ol mn up & long strike will be
3 t. suspects that some of the

bigger coal mnmn e jtriks in order to sauceze
gut marsinal Independents. . . rv Tobln s hoping
will put patriotism  above Tpronta Rt e has nia
xuum crossed.

General MacArthur has told Secretary df the Army
Royall that he has fronclad proof the Communists in Japan
are financing thelr sctivities through black-market opera~
tions. MacArthur tays he has evidence tho Communists ara

smi ne for curing stomach
diseases lmn J-p-n and ullln( W tlegally At fantastie
profits. they're selling newsprint which mo J. 8.
Army lllm-lzd o the Japanese Communist newspape:
Flag." MacArthur reported that several top-ranking - Ju
hese Communists are involve . Royall has told Ma
Arthur to crack down on the Communists wheneler he be-
Heves best.

Although mu Navy was sharply criticized for revealing
its proposed strength down to the last plane and ship.
Becretary of Defense Forrestal's office been pressuring
the Air Force also m publish lu secret strength. This was
bluntly sugges! the Atr Force by Forrestal T
chief, W, J. lleNell—whn mppen- to be A reserve admiral.
The Alr Force turned him down, however, ca the grounds
©of danger to national security,

Congress Gets Diplomatic Preview
SKCRETARY OF STATE ACHESON s taking M chances
with Congress. As undersecretary he had his fingers
burned a couple of times because he didn't tip off Congress In
advance about the Administration's most important bills, But
1t's different now.
“That's why Acheson and his new Assistant Becretary of

h meeting. Acheson gave Vandenberg s
complete fill-in on the negotiations for a North Atlantic
alliance and urged him to get behis treaty when It
comes up in the Senate. Vandenberg replied he would have
to studvy 1t carefully first before making any commitments.
Acheson also pleaded with Vandenberg to suppart the
Adminisfration’s bill to annroprinte rixteen millian dollars to
relieve the plight of 750,000 Arab refugees from the Palestl:
fighting. Acheson sald the Arabs, crowdell into filthy camps,

are dving at the rate of 50 a day. It is absolutely necessary,
he sald, for the United States to do what it can to help
because the American reputation in the Arab world is at

stake

Vandenberg replied that he would be glad to throw his
weight behind the bill.

Meanwhile, Assistant Secretal had gone up to
Capitol Hill to talk secretly with Congressman Sol Bloom.
Democraiic chatrman of the Forelgn Affairs Committee, about
the same thing. The State Dept. had been especially wor-
ried about Bloom's reaction to the bill to aid the Arabs, be-
cause he had in‘icated In » speech he might oppose the
ides. However, Rusk found Bloom quite reasonable on all
pointa, and now feels he will vote for the bill.

French Gratitude
DVURING wars. alied natices put together. work together,

fight together- ecessity  They cannot afford to do
otherwise After l!r' Dﬁ\pl sometimes drift apart
wars, It 4 y to bicker over the spolls of war, over the
terms of peace.

That the French peopla
hard ae hes worked St v 1 atiested oy Lhe poxcars ot
the Gratitude Train now fanning out 1o all parts of the USA.
The sentiment behind that train is expressed more dotzumtu
than anything that ean be -rm-u in uu- oolumn L
letter of & mmd Prench veteran,

work at peace just as

“At the hour when the Gratitude. Tratn is I

much to Ihl e)\lldnn the uaﬂ and
it is the affectionate thanks, the
in, made up of cars that your GIs know
of our affection, of our {riendship 4

well,
ety your 40
will tell those of y 0 do
4 to thoes who have never come to our land, may it hm
1meun-h'omlhlmpl e of Prarice to all the people of the
ut

“In the dawn of 1040, T see in this gesture of. friendshiy’

Prance Eive » h\m-mw and
mnmu:ent example thi come only from withtn

"“Tne tdea of this fﬂmdmln tratn, in  retun for the many,
many trains sent us war
veterans, the led, nmu who
those who suffer still. They are the loundlum stone of this
pledge of friendahip:”

Diplomatic Pouch

rlvm Uni tes has sent secret notes to Prance and
Britain urging them to agres to leave 175 factories in
Germ of for al

. Nationalists are beginning to desert Chiang's
Miking ahip. T. V. Soong, Chiang’s brother-in-iaw, nas th

formed U. 8. Ambassador Stuart he wants to come to the
United States. . .. The State Dept. has decided to recognize
the new government of
ago, even though this
n hirteen montha. Actually, the State
fcan experts belleve the new government is *controlied. by
civilians (patead of the military, therefore represents a re.
versal of the military trend In Latin America. . .

count Bob Lovett, lm xormcr Undersecretary of State. out « v!

llunthnd ln undtrw\'ur dn" to get him appointed Anmnn
nce. replacing Jetlerson Cattery.” Lovetts
M!nﬂl bellt'n ‘Truman couls Lovett out
o private Hremit be wanted to




