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STATE DEPARTMENT CHANGES

verdict of history may or may not
agree with Senator Arthur Vanden-

ahdll's enthusiasm for the junior member
of the State Department team, and ac-
cepted his with genuine regret.

berg — “While men are never
indispensable, Becrétary Marshall and Un-
dersecretary Lovett come close to it for the
| time being ... whether we agree with them
in all things or not"—but that's an apt de-

of the way many have

In recalling Dean Acheson to Govern-
ment service as Secretary, President Tru-
man made what should be a popular decl-
slon. He has a rich background of diplo-

scription

felt about the directors of the Btate De-
-ﬂ-nt who resigned their positions yes-
the last war 1t would have
seemed impossible for the tall, dignitied
George C. Marshall to Increase his stature
in the eyes of Americans and the esteem in
which his colleagues held hijn. He was, In
every respect, a capable military leader
‘who shouldesed the biggest burden in his-

tory without bending beneath its weight.
But Marshall has grown even more dur-
hg his difficult tenure as Becretary of
Btate. Plotting U. 8. 1erel¢npol|¢yn o8

matie having served as Assist-
ant Secretary under Cordell Hull through-
out World War II and as Undersecretary
from August, 1945, until July 1, 1947. His
year and a half away from the Depart-
ment, plus the experiences galned in serv-
ing on the Hoover Commlssiory for Reor-
ganization of the Government, should give
him the necessary perspective modern-
izing some of the archaic and tedlous prac-
tices of the State Department and making
of it an even more effective instrument.
The appointment of North Carolina’s
James E. Webb as Undersecretary came as
somewhat of & surprise. A native of Oxford

Bigger Steel

Stewart Alsop

WASHINGTON

P‘OR those who enjoy pomp and
he outward

mpgmu of the American Gov
ernment are singularly disappoint-
ing. The address on the State of
the Unfon is one of the world's
more ancient surviving, political
ceremontes. Yet, as the 3Ind Presi-
dent of the United States argived to
address the 8

pages blew
trumpets, no maces were brandished,
no tradition-hallowed rites ~were
performed

Everybody simply ‘stood up and
clapped, as the President walked
1n, With Vice-President Alpen Bark-
Iey st Ns side. Truman was nattly
dressed ax ever, his cheeks a ruddy,
Teaithy plak, nd be srianed Sn:
fally at oldCongressional friends
s the Congressional floor leaders

O b way to . he
passed the members of Iu- Cabinet

State
Robert A. Lovett, substituting for
the alling George Marshall; old

remarkably un-
rrmlrknb\r-lmhmx men—the Presi-
dent, the Congressional leaders, the
Cabihet members — bitween ‘them
disposed of more power than any
other group of men in the world.
It was hard to belleve that this
was a moment of‘high drama. Yet,
10 a sense, it was.

Turn To The Left

crony John Sayder, looking owliah,

with &l same calm as  and a graduate of the University of North
Chief of Btatf, but with a mm of com- Carolina, Mr. Webb has made a brilliant
passion for suffering peoples seldom found record as Director of the Budget aince his
in men of military training, he has guided appolntment in 1946, His legal background,

skilitully the most plus his profound knowledge of finaneial
of its his- affairs, should make him a qualified sue-

The President, in announcing the
ehanges, sald there would be no change in
the U. 8. foreign policy. It ix to be hoped,
however, that there will be a gradual
ehange in one direction, at least. A good
deal of the confusion we've had in foreign

Secretary Marshall, not given o fulsome
praise, once sald of his right-hand man:

help him map and carry out the diplomatic  such military commanders as General Clay

struggle ‘Communism, & chdlce In Berlin and General MacArthur in Tokyo.
which was ly criticized from time to  With the affairs of the State Department
time by per columnists and others In the hands of two civillans, it 1s quite
because of Lovett's supposed sympathy for  probable that Washington will exercise an

even tighter control over the execution of
our forelgn policy, which s as it should be.

his Wall Street friends and Lhclr interests.
President Truman seemed to share Mar-

'THE STONEWALL STREET PROJECT

NO' that the Clty Council has aboull one step further: it proposed that Kings
worked out a compromise with the Drive be extended across the present E.
Eks Club on the purchase of part of its Morehead traffic circle, run along Baldwin
Stonewall Street property, Tws Nxws would for a short distance, and then join with
lke to make a suggestion, free of charge. the Crosstown Boulevard on the eastern
‘Back when the Crosstown Boulevard was bank of Sugaw Creek. There was another
eriginally laid out, it was to be the No. 1  Auggestion that a
project in a master plan for Charlotte Off from E.’Morehead west of the creek
atreets. It was supposed to do several Aand to join the Crosstown Boulevard also.
things, ameng them to afford a speedy The merits of such connecting links are
route into and out of the busineas area for  obvious. At present,.residential traffic from
residents of the city.and its fringe areas. that general area tends to congregate on
The engineers figured, for instance, that X. Morehead and South Boulevard, creat-
+the residents of the fast-growing M ing extreme congestion at the 8. Tryon-
wood-Chantilly area would hop on the Morehead intersection. With such connect-
out near and Ing links, residents of Eastover, Myers
buz toward town, turning off at Seventh, Park. and Dilworth could swing off More-
Elizabeth, Fourth, or continuing to E. head to the Crosstown Boulevard and whiz
Morehead and thence Into the southern straight up Stonewall into College, Tryon,
business district, according to their fancy. Church, or Graham Streets. This would
THat was fine, but the Stata-approved split the traffic load, minimize the Tryon-
ar outlet Morehead bottleneck, and simplify the

, Myers great problem of traffic signals which is
evard had occupying Traffic Engineer Hoose at pres-
little to offer residents of those areas. L.

The master plan sought to remedy this. ‘When the City decides to go ahead with
N proposed that Stonewall be 'tdnnodJuu Stonewall project, it would seem ad-
from onhl. Street across Tryon to the ' visable to include enough funds to connect

ith the

the Crosstown Boulevard with Kings Drive
at Caldwell -rhu.. the project the City is  and Morehead, and thus increase its utility
“working-toward. But the plan went -

greatly.
PRICES—GOING DOWN?

NO dutiful breadwinner, em the jag. The index of food prices fell from
checkbook damages of , will 2115 to 207.5 between October and Novem-
really belleve that the old COL (Cost of

ber, and four whole points is & big drop,
l.mnu has begun to backslide in a signi- according to the experts. This was the
ficant manner and that in many fields fourth consecutive month showing a drop.
prices will be falling fn this bright new  In still another field there ls good news.
year.~

The weekly wholesale price index fell fr
But ' that information comes from the

imilar lifk be brought |

An Editorial Feature

Truth About The T-H Act

(The hlb'i-‘ article s reprinted from The
ashington Post.

final report of lhl Joint Committee on Labor-
Management Relations, populariy known s the
“watchdog_committ signed by only one of
o Demamraric memvers, . Pocs othety, deninced It
as's futile sitempt to sustain legislation which already
has been di in the eyes of the American

people. e v . they sald, “falls to give
t to the evidence which makes it clear that
the public welfare requires the immediate repeal of
this anti-tnion measure.” However, desplite its Re-
publican sponsorship. the report cannot be dismissed
as merely a biased defense of the 'rm-mmz-y Act.
For n.. huum are supported by impressive
aray of ce designed to show ) e law is
workable and that Its anforcement. has not inficica
undue hardship on labor unions. It was only to be
expected . that” ta findings would be rejected by
legialators committed to outright repeal of the act.
When the 81at Congress settles to the work

of drafting new labor legislation, we venture to pre-

unfalr labor practices banned by the Wagner Act.
e report further points out that suits for
violation of contracts between employers and unions
and suits for damages brought against unions have
not, as predicted. resulted in draining union treas-
uries. Since the Taft-Hartley Act became effective,
about 57 sults have been brought wunder the relevant
provisions of the law, 37 by employers and sixteen
by unions and one by an employee against an em-
ployer. Of the employer suits fifteen have been
settled by agreement and five have been dismissed
by the courts, sixteen are still pending and in one
instance an employer secured the setting aside of an
arbitral award. So far no damages have been re-
covered by anyone. The committee concludes that
the mere existence of a remedy has caused both
employers and employees to be more ﬂrcumlp«t and
responsible in their dealings with one anather.
INFORMATION ON WELFARE FUNDS
There 1s alwo & wealth of suggestive material in
that section of the report dealing with welfare funds
—a subject to which Increasing attention Is being
given because of the demands of labor unions that
such plans be made the subject of compulsoryseollec-

dict that the committee’s report will be a valusble
source of will con-
sult for guidance, even if uuy nuelt 1o the privacy of

thelr offices to.do. so. rdless of whether
the Taft-Hartley Act lquQA In lmlndﬂi form or 18
will hardly venture o sweep

away lll its protective wisions, such as those
atmed at suppression of ynfair union practices and
Jurisdictional disputes, without consideration of sub-
te measures having The same objective. More-
over. some provision -fhr preventing strikes that

ommittee makes no recommen-
dations on this controversial issue, but it does suggest
the need for amendments to safeguard the adminis-
traton of welfare funds in the way contemplated
by the Taft-Hartley Act, the protective provisions of
which are currently being eircumvented.

tntended the
effectiveness of the Mediation and Conctliation Ser-
vice. to’require non-Communist oaths of emplosers
as well ag emplovees and to exciyde NLRB

create national i

OPERATION OF THE LAW {
While the committee’s recommendations ade

od at strengthening the provisions of the existing

ocal businesses only remotely atfected

by interstate commerce, would make for better en-

forcemerit of existing labor laws. But in view of the

Drecarioue status of the Tafl-Hartiey Act
e

laws for the sake of more effective
bulk of its report s devoted to discussion of actusl
operations under the Tafl-Hartley Act. The record
of accomplishment certainly o disprove ex-
Saxerated charges of It distructible effects. For ex-
ample, there 1 an especlally telling refutation of the
claim that the act has restored the “era of Govemn-
ment by injunction.” The committee points out that

tions lssued in response to complaints of unfair
labor practices have been sought in only six cases
while in the eight months preceding last November
1,122 petitiohs for In] tive relief from secondary
boycotis were filed with 385 cates dismissed. witn-
“t the rerional-attice tevel Finally
ix Injunctions were asked for by the Presdent and
granted under the national emergency provisions of
the act. An e

need for this kind of protection and at
fhe sanie time indicates that the weapon of the in-
junction has been used with commendable rp-
straint.

It is also worth noting that 660 of the 1188
Iabor practices filed against unions

c
are of less Immrdinle interest than th lyses
dlacussions that throw light on majar pollcy tevues
that will have to be faced or. at anv rate.ought to be
faced before any new labor legislation s enacted.

Quote, Unquote

” WHEN 18 A VEGETABLE
A POINT In question, raised by railroad )mnn.
agriculturists, truckers- and Interstate Comme
Commission, {s: when 15 a vegetable an‘article "ot
‘manufacture. The fellow who hauled spinach to
market, wasn't ruled by the because Congress
exempted hauling of agricultural products from Fed-
eral regulation. But. he started washing sand from
kaging 1t in cellophane and now there's
you now have a manufac-
mr»« anIrIf A0 thergtoe subject to freight regu-

ish the squash, wax cucumbers, put spinach,
cauliflower. broccoll, string beans and sweet corn
in boxes with cellovhane windows, and you have a
manufactured article. Kind of silly, says & loeal
reader. Well, they are to carry on hearings on the
subfect In Atlanta in January, and in the meantime

Not that the President's speech

But the President s inci
making a seech dramatically. The
el drama lay simply in this, that
the. Prosident’s spesch und
et which even Nov. 3. falied
entirely to force home—the fact
that the United States, in a time of
booming prosperity, has taken a

Marquis Childs

sudden, wh

unanticipated, and
decisive turn left.

» In an ideological
ldex:‘t“ ventured further

industry does have perfectly gen-
uine Soclalist overtones.

It remains to
the 8t Congress will -go in
translating the Truman projram
into law. It i still, of caurse,

n
mlxnnn-ehnnh-aul-u
least a watered-down version of
“social welfare state It mmu
prove an interesting experience.

So Little Change

WASHINGTON
S i Harry Truman's hour.
The headlines say “Truman
program” man forces”. On
Jan. 20 he will take the oath of
office as President in his own
Mh

ur-nn change long
o!lh.ww.llr.'ﬂllnlm

m-dcunuuuo'

NO BAR TO DOOR

In other words, he understands,

as 30 many cleverer men do not,

that you cannot bar the dooe ta
The carpenters and painters are soch . To attempt 20
finishing the big rostrum in front in & is to court the de-
of the Capitol. The in  struction of the' process
Congress voted the money and ltself.
plenned that mbanu structure enters nto this argument
with its impressive columns. TheY ihe fact of his ‘mod-
thought they I‘mllﬂ occupy It WIth  eyy During the campaign He spoke
lhﬂr extemporaneously at New Haven,
ad u u the man_trom no., it Yale University and
Misourt whe b charting the course  the scholars who were studying
for the next four years. He will Jearning ll Kreal
repeat after his friend, Fred iversit said, almost

son_whom he pamed Chiat Justice
of the United States, me impress!
oath of the Presidenc:

To one wWho has knorn him and
watched him since he first came to
Washington fourteen years ago, the
remarkable thing Is not how much

has changed. but how little.

The modest freshman Senator.who

n the back Tow of the Senate

and in his good-humored way made

friends with other freshmen is the
a n.

His chief personal qualities then,
s now. are loyaity, kindliness and
a persistence that' can be plaim
old-fashioned stubbornness. He i
doggedly and unfallingly loyal to
old friends and he hates to hurt
anvone. Loyalty and charity some-
times overwhelm the stern necessi-
tier of the Presidency.

Truman's enemies and eritics—
and they are numerous and power-
fal—prefer to dismiss him as_an
accident of bossed politics. That
was their line, at any rate, before
Nov. 2. His chlmplon.lmp of the
sweeping reforms he ing of

rest they put down to mere
vote-getting.

That is both an oversimplifica-
tion and an Injustice. Certainly,
Truman understands the common
equation of practical politics. He
knows that 1o wim elections you
must give the people what they
want or a reasopable approxima-
tion of it

But his champlonship of the
Truman program—the extension of
the Roosevelt New Deal—goes
deeper than that. While he may
not have a complete understanding
or even a camplete conviction on

1608 in September to 1643 In November,

statisticians who know statistics best. They
are reporting these new trends as rapldly
s they can accumulate the figures.

Evidence comes, for instance, from the
Bureau of Labor Statistics which says that
the goods and services which the average
moderate-income urban famjly-purchased
declined in price from October 15 through
November 15 by eight-tenths of one per
cent. This seems & ‘amount, but
what it does is roll the index back to the
Jevel 3t occupled last June. That'’s mov-
ing.

And furthermore, during the same pe-
riod, the largest drop occurred in food
prices, which took the largest jump when
‘we got launched on our current inflation

and the prices pald by farmers (used in
determining farm parity prices) fell to 247
by mid-November after remaining at 251
through June, July and August.

In addition, as The New York Times

nts out, many key items have been
falling in price for several months. Chi-
cago prices on live steers are down from
$37 & hundredweight to $29. Hog prices
dropped from $30 to $20, butter from 92
cents & pound to 60 cents and eggs from
57 cents a dozen to 49 cents.

All these statistics—small as they seem
individually—tell a significant story when
put together. There is a-frend downward,
and the housewife who buys and the hub-
by who pays will see it fairly soon.

DEEPEST NOTES OF WOE

HE other night the calm, dignitied
British Broadcasting Company was in
& sweat. Because of a ban by the musi-
elans’ union on live broadcasts by non-
union bands, the BBC decided to substitute
bagpipes for the dance band when it tele-
vised the annual Chelsea Arts Ball on New
Year's Eve.

This, of course, implidd that bagplpers—
like Jm-hupuu water-glass players,
d-ti r virt 2ot
musicians and uw, bagpipes were not mn-
sical instruments. By putting on these
amateurs or musical primitives — they
planned to use the First Battallon of the
Queen's Own Cgmeron Highlanders—BBC
felt it could get around the musicians’ rul-
ng. J

But it had not reckoned with the fierce
Jride of & Scotsman, to whom the bagpipe

is as much an institution as his pungent
John Barleycorn.

‘The Queen’s Own Highlanders, when
they became acquainted with the facts,
would sconer have seen thelr sweet pipes
at the bottom of the Firth of Forth than
to have betrayed the music of their an-
cestors. They would not go on.

BBC whipped up something for the time
set aside for the Scots, apologized prettily
—but the damage was done. We daresay &
number of wireless sets will be silent in
Edinburgh for some time as the Scotch lay
boycott on the offending (and only) net-
work.

But then, who cansblame them? Those
who have stood at sunset before a line of
kilted pipers and listened to the plaintive
akirling of “The Minatrel Lad"” can never
forget those “chords that vibrate sweetest
pleasure, thrill the deepest notes of woe.”

3 i
38 charges were meu
indication, as the rej major par
of NLRB'S time will continue 1o be xrvrm n preventing

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round
WASHINGTON

B:Nn'm all the official crust Harry Truman is 4 deep-
It was this side thav
'mwllld him to slip up to amm- Sam Rayburn's office
® the formal opening of Congress. “The President wanted

o re-live ' moment of history, close to his heart

The story goes back to & fateful afternoon in 1945—April

2. Harry Truman, e-President, hustled pver to Ray-
M office for a legislative huddle., A few’others were
called in—House majority leader John McCormack, Con-
gressman Lyndon Johnson of Texas, now a Senator, Con-
Eressman Wright Patman. aiso of Texas, and House pariin-
mentarian Lewls Deschl

n Yores s lmu -lm s o'clock before Vice-President Tru-

essage was already waiting for him to
cal the Wnite” Howse. He took & seat, picked uj the tele-
phone. A hushed, solemn volce answered. 1t was Presi-
dential secretary Steve Early. "Come to the White House
quickly and quietly,” he said.

Harry Truman hurried down Pennsylvanis Ave Al the
White House he heard the tragic news. Dazed and humble,
he first tried to e-u Alben Barkley, ‘Senate majorily leader.
Barkley couldn't reached, Truman dialed lnolhrl’
Tumber. This time e ot an’ answer. and the fi
_alk to the new President was—Sam Rayburn.

History Re-Enacted

EARLY four years later, after President Truman's re-
tloeuon. he invited Rayburn to relax, with him at Key
.

Dn you still have that prlu(r room up on The Hill?"

exh
the - President. |1| drop iIn about 3

e day Rayburn was sworn in azain as Speaker. he
quietly num-d me plme group into his familiar back-
off Also brought In & few special friends—Vics-Presi-
dent. Alben Barkler, el sustics Fred Vinson. Attorney
General Tom Clark, Secrelary of the Air Forces Stuart
8; ton and Secretary of the Scnate Les Biffla,

we'll continue to believe that spinach is spinach no
matter how n is dressed up.—Portland (Tenn.) Upper
Sumner Pres

' Dutch Sneak Am:ck

complicated matters, such as pub-
lie housing and medical care, he
does have a strong sense of the

A few minutes u-tnre 5 o'clock, the President was ‘hllk»d

Settling into the same rhllr he recalled the incident when
he first became President of Ing

Indonesia is willin

un y. Then 5
yiattully, that he Moad pever. e
& chance o learn at & university.
TWhether he has grown up to his
Job is another subfect of contro-
temy. His erides see him sl a3
the conf unhappy man who m
the monm.l Iolh'llll President
Roosevelt's death over
And over that he bad nok sought
the office and did not want it.
But while he i not the “new
hat some

co-we

T he t mood and with some
of the oid. traffic hlor_h out of the
. 'numn is unly to get most

of rogram
in - auanm of 1% montha.
While this will spell success of &
sort, there are many factors beyond
the power of C¢ and the

Tucky, and he
Fas Had astonihingly sood Tick
the put. it will be merely & heaithy
corrective to inflation.

Organized labor can upset the
applecart by unrestric strikes
ifier the TaftHartley Act 8 re-
peaied. And, of course, in the for-
tlgw seene the chences &f & dlsas-
ter are atill frightentng’

stage.

Harry Truman Sentimentalist At Heart -

memorandum of October 20 submitted by Mr. Ztmmerman
to the Department of State.
‘“The Netherlands 'Ambassador has now been instructed
to inform the Acting Secretary of State that the t
donesia {s prepared to coqnenu with & view of im-
plementing the transaction The Government of
l—"lwn lh- Ilmlt of the regulation now

in force and with the right of taking all mpemwry

NE thing that bumt up the Amer\ru\ people at the time

O the Japs attacked P bor was the way Ambassador ~rerned nect
Kurusu was kept In W hmlum plﬂ!nﬂh\. to negotiate
right up to Dec. 7 Us

Though it's supposed to be & diplomatic secret, the un-
pieasant truth is that the Dutch pulled somewhat the same
strategy before thev attacked the Indonesian Republic.

On Dec. 14, four days before the Dutch sneak attack.
Dutch Ambassador van Kieffens handed the State- Depart-
ment a plous-sounding note indicating that it just loved the
Indonesian Republic and wanted to make the magnanimous pub!
gesture of allowing American textiles to be shipped to the
Republic, demite the fact that Dutch ships hitherto had en-
forced a blocl

5t Oclnher the State Department had npﬂmnl\l’d Sulrl
the Dufch with & proposal that American textiles be shipped
sy ond
K'd shipment of the
textiles and talked about the humanitarian attitude of the
utch Government.

Actually, at that very time the Dutch already knew
they were going to make a most unhumanitarian attack and A
had piled up American materials to be ready for it. <

Text Of Note

IS column has been able to obtain a copy of the hither-
to confidential note— and it didn't come from either
Hiss or Chambers. The note stat

the Dutch themselves

blasted Ambassador Kurusu.

both good m:

o the Honorable Acting Secretary n( suu nd has the honos
ta refer to the conference on October 948, were  didn't huun

Dresent Mexsrs. Nolting, Lacey_of ine. Depariment of State,  Tobey's d
Meners. Zimmerman and Soemitro. with regard to the ship- Tobey hesitated & momi
“ment of textiles 10 the Republic of Indonesia as well as the . the ceremony st Bridges' side,

And vlous explanation of how. “fof
wav of textiles “to relleve
r days Inter, -however,

fusillade of artillery and a:
built up chiefly through Marshall

essary—to co-operate in order these
measures carried out smoothly and -maenuy !n u:u un-
nection inspection. before loading steamer,
S.A. of the merchandise to be nhlnped to the T
Reoublic would be useful,

although such action would nét

“offered pi
Gistreas” 1. the Indonesian Re-

they relieved stress with a
advance of Dutch infantry,
mn aid from the Dﬂ

No wonder the State Dcnmmm&, burnt up, wrote e-d
the most blistering notes to thy

e Dutch since Cordell Hull

New Hampshire Senutors Feud

BITTER rift has come between Ni
Rtpubhr-n Senators—Styles lﬂ‘l‘l and Charles Tobey,
~

ew Hampahire's two

Their personal feelings almost came to & head -
Senate floor the other day when nrm.u was lining up u
sworn in for another six-year term. It is
Senator who is taking the oath to be secompanied by his
colleague from the same state,

When Bridges' name was called out. he uwcd 'l'bhry on
the shoulder and whispered
Bridges walted a moment,

red

customary for the
ted.

o come.
then (numl
“Are you coming. Charlie?”
, then Jumped up and finikhed

for hi




