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Consolidated School System Can Open
New Era Of Progress In Mecklenburg
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AND A BIG POOL
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A LEGISLATOR GRADES THE LEGISLATURE—
Fundamental Issues In Education Remain Unsolved

By REP. WATTS HILL JR.
(Last In A Series)

Editors' Note: A brilliant
young Durham legislator who
was one of the stars of the
1959 General Assembly tells to-
day how his collcagues falled
to come 1o grips with the long.
range educational issues which
must be solved if North Caro-
lina Is 1o continue to progress
Rep. Hill, who s chairman of
the House Committee on High-
er Education, outlines in detail
the opportunities for “bold and
constructive action.” This Is
the final installment of a can-
did survey of the 1959 legisla-
ture's written  exclu-
sively for The News

record
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Humphrey Amendment

3. Sen. William Proxmire (Wis)
failed in his proposal to put thoso who

received dividends on the same withhold-

ing basis as wage-earners whose t

axes
are withheld from payrolls

three However, one riant  proposal
by Sen. Eugene McCarthy (Minn.) won

APMINISTRATI

It was to abolish the 4 per cent tax de-
duction given those who make their
money from stock-market dividends as
against those who earn it from salaries
or government bonds. This so-called
George Humphrey amendment proposed
by the recent secretary of the treas-

ury in order to stimulate the stock mar-~

ket, was abolished.
Pen Stroke

But one day later

he Joint Com.

mittee of the House and Senate, with a
troke of the pen, wiped out the Sen
ate vote. It reinstated tax favoritism

opportunity to “burgeon out all
that is within them.” Likewise,

Carolina's economic resources

but not minimum educational
opportunity for every child in
the state regardless of where
he lived. The “recommended"”
curriculum concept would lead
to the determination by each
local school unit of what desir-
ble but not essential courses
they would offer.

The fundamental problem
would be to establish a “basic™
curriculum but this not an im-
possible task. Indeed, we have
a Curricolum Study Commis-
sion doing excellent work at
this very moment.

This new approach may or
may not provide the answer but
it is indicative of the type of
inquiry which must be made if
we are to resolve the basic is-
sues and proceed to strengthen
our system of public education.

of North

ates that
if ever,

A DOLLAR'S VALUE?

That the need for consider-
ation of such basic issues act-
ually exists is proven by the
action of the 1959 General As-
sembly when it directed the
State Board of Education to
complete its study of “teacher
education, _certification and
pay,” authorized a legislative
study commission to deal with
“merit pay and implementa-
tion of a revised curriculum"
set up a study commission to in-
vestigate greater utilization of
our school buildings and appro-
priated money to continue ex-
periments in educational tele-
vision. Both the public and the
legislature are asking. “Are
we getting a dollar’s value for
the dollar spent on education?",
and. “Is quality as opposed tn
quantity being given sufficient
attention”"

When it comes to our public
schools, the point is that it is
not so important which course
is chosen but it is vitally im-
portant that we weigh the dif-
ferent approaches and consci-
ously make a choice between
them. The great danger is that
we will not make a choice
thereby leaving the conflict un-
resolved. Our school children
will only be the first to suffer
as ultimately education or the
lack of it will be the deciding
factor in the future of this
state.
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Senate Conservatives Rewrite Tax Bills

WASHINGTON 1

The Senate of the United States met
m. last week voling on taxes

uled to expire at midnight last night
(June 30). The debate was preceded by
huddle between Sen. John
Carroll of Colorado and Sen. Lyndon
al which the Demo-
cratic leader emphatically agreed that
the liberal Democrats should bring up
T a vote certain tightening of tax loop-
favoring big

for stock-market investors — despite the
fact that this favoritism costs the treas-
ury $335 million annually.

Closed-Door Pattern

This closed-door committee action
is important because it follows a pat-
tern of what has been happening all
during the current 86th Congress. Both
houses will carefully debate and pass a
bill on housing, unemployment compene
sation, laxes. Then a joint committee,
usually stacked with conservatives, will
Myw]e(!]y rewrite the bills voted
by the two houses of Congress.




