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The Council Runs On Four Cylinders

There is one consolation for

Hall's woefully depleted Old Guard. It
can still get quick action of a sort
Trot out your man,” challenged
Councilman Steve Dellinger on Monday
when the Big Four blocked another Old
Gu to reappoint E. C. Sel-

vey as of police. Some 48 hours
later, out trotted Roland James of
Burlington, Needless to relate, he was
wearing the Big Four's colors.

It goes without saying, too, that Mr
James will be appointed. The power of

Jesse

four votes is absolute on Charlotte’s
seven-man City Council. long as
Councilmen Hitch, Babcock, Smith and

a team they will rule
y Hall. This is a fact of

Myers operate a
the roost at C

political life to which the Old Guard,
and the people of Charlotte generally
will have to become accustomed

has used its

So the Big Four
Whatever may be said

power prudently

about the manner in which the name
of the new police chief was leaked, it
must be conceded that the If
was excellent. Mr. James is an experi
enced lawman with a superb record of
achievement. He is highly qualified both
personally and professionall
the head of Charlotte's police force. We
have every reason to believe that he will
make a fine chief

It was probably not the Big Four's
intention to offend anyone's sense of
political propriety by forming an opinion
in advance of a regular session, How-
ever, it is often interesting to know
exactly how Councilmen arrive at par-
ticular positions — whether they vol
as blocs or as individuals. There is a
ways the possibility, too, that seven Coun-
cilmen can explore an issue more thor-
oughly and productively than four. Ideas.
goodness knows, a not necessarily
limited to the majority faction

to become

Rep. Frank Snepp Drafts A Bad Bill

Any resemblance between North
Carolina's Alcoholic Beverage Control
system and a house of cards is hardly
coincidental. Both are strangely suscep-
tible to false moves

We fear that Rep. Frank Snepp just
made one in the 1959 General Assembly

The Mecklenburg legislator intro-
duced a bill yesterday designed to give
blanket authority for towns of more
than 1,000 population to vote on estab-
lishing ABC stores. In other words, the
bill would extend to municipalities pro-
visions now limited to counties for call-
ing liquor elections,

The measure invites the wrath of mili-
tant dry forces who would cheerfully
shut down all ABC stores allowed un-
der the wise and proper county unit
system. The prospect of liquor stores in

any and every hamlet — without even
the necessity of getting a local bill
through the legislature would seem

to be too much of

to many r Heels
a good thing

Fill The Leadership

The necessity for a strong, united
front on city-county school consolidation
was driven smartly home to both
boards of education and the Chamber
of Commerce yesterday. It ought to mean
the end of an unfortunate era of drift
on perhaps the most important educa-
tional issue Mecklenburgers have faced
in decades

The ABC system ought to be pre-
served, but it ought to be preserved on
the basis of countywide elections

The county is not only the traditional
unit of local government for an ABC vote
but also the fairest. Those who live just
outside the city limits ought not to be
denied the right to vote on a matter of
such great importance to the moral and
social climate of the entire community.
These people are more than likely mem-
bers of the community whether or not
they actually are citizens of the muni-
cipality which serves as its center.

Ideally, the ABC system ought to
exist solely by majority consent of any
county in which it operates It
doesn’t make sense that a village located
in a populous county should be per-
mitted to operate liquor stores if the
vast majority of people in the county

object to them. It is the will of the
whole community which matters most
and this means. in most cases. the will

of the whole county

Vacuum First

Strong statements in favor of the
merger are being prepared. They will
undoubtedly emphasize eloquently sev-
eral compelling reasons why consolida-
tion is so necessary

® The need to equalize educational
opportunities for children throughout
the entire metropolitan area

The need to equalize teachers’
supplements throughout the same area
The need to avoid a bitter struggle
for of the perimeter — an

Oliver Rowe, one of consolidation’s
earliest ad\nu(e< pul lhe problem in
focus for Imen and
Chamber ropresenlanv There is dan-

gerous confusion, he said. Voters don't
even seem to know how the school
boards and the superintendents them-
selves stand on the question

The uncertainty has spawned
wholly unwarranted fears and suspicions
in both the city and the county. Obvious-
1y, the time has come to answer this epi-
demic of apprehension with reasonable-
ness and candor,

This is precisely what schoolmen in-
tend to do.

area the city system must have to make
ends meet and yet one which the county
ystem cannot afford to surrender

But a few joint declarations and
strong individual statements will not
suffice. There has been a leadership
vacuum on consolidation ever since Mr,
Rowe completed his volunteer crusade
among county PTAs in 1958. That va-
cuum is yet to be filled. Until it is filled
any hopes for a large affirmative vote
on June 30 are fragile indeed

This team’s greatest need today is a
fquarterback

Cousin Wayland & Le Marquis De Sade

Mecklenburg's Rep. Ernest Hicks may
have persuaded the North Carolina House
to pass his “spanking bill”” but as one
who obviously grew up in the innocent
age when Santa might leave switches in-
stead of Freud, he couldn't have fore-
seen the comedy it would evoke.

Some critics have put Mr. Hicks down
as a fossil who, in proposing to legalize
the old paddle in North Carolina class-
rooms, is proposing only slightly less
than that tots be punctured in iron
maidens or stretched on the rack. School-
marms and principals stand revealed: A
pack of Beelzebubs, eager to pitch-fork
their victims; molls and toughs who
learned how to sling a lead pipe on
Chicago’s south side.

Sly “Cousin” Wayland Spruill has no
doubt come closest of all to alarming
public indignation by raising the biggest
possible bugaboo: psychological injury.
“If you make a practice of whuppmg
a child for everything he does.” Cousin
Wayland drawled to the House, “he’ll
grow up with that very stuff in his sys-
tem and you'll make a sadist of him."

Somehow, all the alarums strike us
as improbable and just a bit absurd, es-
pecially Cousin Wayland's suggestion
that an occasional paddling may drive

children into the haunted world of the
Marquis de Sade. So do the alternatives
to spanking which the avant-garde child
psychologists offer. For instance, the
teacher, seeing Johnny splash little Ruth
with purple tempera paint is urged by
one advocate of psyche-soothing to “hug”
him or wink at him, and “try to draw
his attention elsewhere.” If his next
caprice is to cut Ruth's curls off, per:
haps, severe “disapproval” should be im-
posed by the “withdrawal of affection.”

Fortunately, Mr. Hicks' bill seems
more than likely to pass, in the face of
all the comic horror of its enemies.

We care little for fanatics, we are
opposed to sadism; we view brutality
with alarm. Yet we harbor a vague
fear of the grown-up child who was in
his minority emancipated from the rod
so long that his character is neutralized.

We are a little fearful for him, too
Suppose he decides it would be good fun
to splash a neighbor’s face with house-
paint. What's going to happen? Alas, the
neighbor may be one of those “sadists”
Cousin Wayland warned about, who
might even be so sadistic as to give the
emancipated one a slug in the jaw. And
that, Cousin Wayland, would be bad for
his psyche indeed

Tom Turner In “The American Seen . . . By Others”

IT'S ALL A MASONIC PLOT

Georges Ollivier, a Frenchman who
sees a Freemason (for him an envoy of
the devil) under every politician’s bed,
examines FDR by his particular optics
in “Franklin Roosevelt: L'Homme de
Yalta." This work, according to the Aus-
tralian review “Edge,” has been trans-
lated into Italian and Spamish but has
not yet appearcd in English, except for
excerpts in “Ed,

M. Ollivier amrts that “nearly all
Americans of any importance belong to
the Freemasons,” and that Mr. Roose-
velt in particular “was a member of nu-
merous secret societies: the Eagles, Phi

Beta l\appa the Royal Order of the
Elk, . — all quite sinister to M. Olli-
vier.

History abounds in such villains, for,
as M. Ollivier confidently reveals, all
three French revolutions, the Russian
revolution, the Spanish civil war, and our
own revolution of 1776, as well as the
New Deal, were the ‘work of the busy
Freemasons

Little girl: “He's not shy. He's never
had a necktie on before and he thinks
he’s tied to something.” — Atlanta Con-
stitution.

Polish Painters Enjoy The Light Of Day At Last

By JOSEPH ALSOP
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'And Why, Pray Tell, Do You Want To Stop Me?”

"For Good Art, The Indi
boldly experimental Alexander
Kobzdej. Our day together be-  reunited was

gan around a luncheon table at
the best restaurant in Warsaw
ce which sadly proves at

when |
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“Alas, comrades, socialism
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pastry then there is official art
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clalist realism” which so won-
derfully illustrates the French
“There is art — and

the young Lebenstein had laid
his brushes aside and quietly
subsided for a while into. the
derelict life of a Warsaw bum

IT TRUE?

Be Submerged"’

Stalinists still gripped Poland
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official canyentior
saowed them, like the bril
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are still thought of as heroes.
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Communist
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Yet by rejecting the official
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serious_babble. roan
ist,"" said Lebenstein, it is the
personal truth that matt

Only

of deeply seri

rst feature that banowicz When | do work that seems
The art world of  were ‘Hm\\u‘ wh true to me, then I feel in ac
to be cattily told us, ‘you i cord with others, and if some
able as the sour- divorced from masses; and  who see my work also feel this

est old maids' tea party. But 3 wst paint differ-  accord, it is enough
these men, widely different ntly.’ we asked ourselves “In war, in a great revolu-
fierce rivals in their was it true or not?" tion,” put in the burly Kobzdej

still united by their shar
ials. And that trial

But long

e were

People’s Platform
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Editors, The News
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to start with,

Drew Pearson’s
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Look Alike

Gentlemen, let's
wherever it can be done, and re-
te  duce taxes for all the citizens.

We have a fine group of men
s mayor and city councilmen.

start  slashing

—W. C. MINTIRE.  our meeting

Year's Publicity
Is Appreciated It is a

know the
Charlotte ~ staff
Editors, The News
In behall of the Mercy Hos-
pital Guild, let me thank you
deeply and sincercly for the

—MRS. ALLYN B. CHOATE
President, Mercy Hospital

- Nixon & Gromyko:

had been published, most senators had
made up their minds on how they would
vote. Many had purely personal rea
sons entirely unconnected with the
dynamite-laden record

TON
up
fon

Personal Friend

Here are some of the senators who

have made up their minds and some

who haven't, plus their background

motives:

Stuart Symington, Missouri—
Heconfides: “Adm. Strauss

Sen,
Wavering

Mr. Gromyko,” the vice s a social friend. It would be embar
peesident pleasantly, “I am sometimes not to vote for him."
mistaken for you. Traveling abroad Richard Neuberger, Oregon—
[ metimes think 1 am the foreign He's a personal friend of

ster of the Soviet Uni

“And 1" replied Gromyko, “am !
sometimes m staken for you. They say ating senator from V
there goes Vice President Nixon. ia, Harry Byrd, has set the line fol
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ing hearings on Adm. Lewis Strauss Byrd
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LONDON
be very rudely
it, T did not care
for a piece of hootlick
ug public relations that some
body told Attorney General
William Rogers to make the
other day when he besot
forgiveness from a fow t
sand Japanese (72,000) who got

uprooted from their West Coast
diggings and chucked into con
ration camps just after
Pearl Harbor. That we called
them relocation centers and
didn't make lampshades out of
anybody made them nonethe-
less concentration camps
Speaking in the name of the
United S tates goyeroment
Rogers said (f to
restore citiz
000 Nisei 'Amet

ns of Jap

anese ancestry) who had re
nounced their cit s

gesture of anger (naturally
after Japan lost the war) was

“an attempt to
a mistake our

make up for
nation made

toward a group of its citizen:

CHARITY

Attorney Gen-
C. Doub hoped the
ave the charity
to forgive their government

1 hiope so, too. But I hope my
government will beseech a lot
of us to recall the inconven-
ience, mot to mention death,
torture, and brutality, that the
Japs caused a great many peo-
ple all over the world. People
who were caught in Malaya
and Singapore, and who died in
death marches and under the
clubbed butts of guns. None of
our impounded Nisei suffered
overmiich

RECONSTRUCTION

Everybody is so prone to fall
in love with Germans and Jap-
anese these days that 1 must
ainfully  reconstruct

facts, The Japs attacked Pe M
Harbor on December 7, 1941
We did not attack Japan on
December 7, 1941. We engaged
in battle with the Germans for
quite a spell, after having been
unofficially at war with them
for some time. This war took
a good few years out of th
lives * many millions of us

year

you told the

asure o and it took more than 1 good

members of your few lives away from many m
lions of us. As I recall, Hitler's
chosen people exterminated

about six million Jews. This
apart from folks that merely

Auxillary  got bombed to death in London,

Sen. Jennings Randolph. West Vir- who
ginia—Wavering. He used

president of Capital Alrlines

1o be vice

kel
which has
transportation problems before the gov
ernment. Secretary of Commerce
Strauss is now rying to bring the whole
field of transportation under his author-
ity, Randolph denies, however, that this
influences his position.

Sen. Albert Gore, Tennessee—For
His great friend and political benefa
tor, Bernard Baruch, is for Strauss. Al
bert votes with Baruch

Tight Control

Sen. Jack Kennedy—W
t say so, but in the back

the po at

es President

warned that any px“ldrnua\ Hopeful

votes fo

o cooperate

Thus began a discussion of
modern art that lasted through
a series of visits to studios and
through the slorage place of

the Polish pictures chosen for a
major exhibition in Brazil. The

talk revealed that the Amer
can painter, Jackson Pollock
occupies al the same place
in the imagination of these
Polish as James Dean
occupies in rhv in

ome youn;

pletures, ¢
was a tre I

Pollock.
is not a true painter,

S0 they spoke of
Picasso

but a great intellectual w ho

paints — and maybe more im-

portant for that reason.” Ma-

i all painter through and

is another hero. As

future of painting, “the

lessons of the past, the condis

tions of the present, the in-
spiration of the future, a

"
make a style in painis
ing. What we do now is trus
for us, but the serious painters
of the next generation will
surely find another way. S it is,
always!

what

YOUTH AN ALLY

For many h
memaorable day

this truly
continued, with:

jokes astute

commentary on

each studio inter um{ between

the pietures in

talk.

The answer was given by old
Cybis, when he described tle
storm touched off in Moscow
by “our rather conservative lit»
tle Polish show there.”" It had
been a high storm indeed, but,
Cybis added with a grin, “the
youths were on our
to the youths belor

ture

It Was No ‘Mistake’
TolIntern T

By ROBERT C. RUARK
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suit,

We interned
since, after all, we
war and until “Suzie
and “Flower Drum Song

gave me

these

eople

Mrm"
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along, Orientals had a decided
faculty for remaining Orientals
in heart and head. This was
considerably before Japan was
discovered to bhe a lant ally

ack Pearl
was a time

which did not a
Harbor at all. This

o the great double-cross When
R

Pearl I{ arbor all in

eat smack. And Japan
had recently signed a nonag-
sion pact with th
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NO MISTAKE'

I have a great many Aus-
tralian friends who lived
through Jap internment, and
they ain't quite right, vet, those
that fived. | don't think oor in-
t Nisei had much to com-

r internment. -
fental skeletons,
barely alive, coming out of var
ious accupied portions of the
East when the Japs started los-
ing their conquered ground.

They weren't very pretty.
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