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barrow-loads of new and fascin in-
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liveable portrait emerges— clearer and
fairer by far than any the nation has
ever had of Mr. Nixon, Yet, amazingly
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As Earl Mazo points out, complexity
of character is not unusual among im
portant public men. But Mr. Nixon is
singularly complex, “a paradoxical com
bination of qualities that bring to mind
Lincoln, Theodore It

ry Tru-

Roosevelt, H;

man and Joe McCarthy.” It is
bination that is both his strength
weakness. It gives him the marv

flexibility of mind and spirit to alternate
easily between high ip and
bare-knuckle political brawling. But th
conflicting images of the “two Nixons
have both confused and disturbed many
Americans who may well be called upon
{o determine his political future in 1960.

The task of discovering the whole
man behind the headlines is all the more
difficult because bhoth Mr. Nixon and his
career have heen subjected to exaggera
tions. Many of his enemies would like
to dismiss him, as Adlai Stevenson once
did, as “McCarthyism in a white coll
But any real resemblance between Mr.
Nixon and the bumbling hatchetman
from-Wisconsin is too slight to contem-
plate serfously. At the same time, many
of his ¥ightwing friends like to think of
him as an arch conservative. He is in-

statesma

deed a conservative but one with a prac-
with

tical “yardstick—and, incidentally
remarkably unconservative
to-such questions as internal
tions, civil rights and certain areas of sc
cial and economic concern. His innate
tendencies are probably less conserva-
tive than Eisenhower’s
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At the end of his excellent book, Mr
Mazo gives his readers a rare and candid
view of the current political philosophy
of the vice president. 1t was prepared
during the course of two dozen inter-
views between November 1957 and Jan-
uary 1859 and is presented in the f
person, without interpretive comment
This seetion alone is worth the price of
admission because, in simple, conversa-
tional style. it presents the frankest ex-
pressions ever recorded of Mr. Nixon's
ideas on-a number of lively topics.

Buf; to most readers, the meat of
the book will be found in the absorbing
accounts of the many political crises in
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Richard Nixon

the life of this strange and wholly unique
public ire

M 20 retells the story of the
young Californian’s buzzsaw tactics
against Rep. Jerry Voorhis in 1945, in-
cluding his controversial observations
about “lip-service Americans” a pub-
lic officials “who front for un-American
elements.”

There is a somewhat sketchy but
painstakingly fair account of the Alger
Hiss case which catapulted Mr, Nixon to
national fame,

The vigorous senatorial campaign
between Mr. Nixon and Helen Gahagan
Douglas is documented in more detail
As Mr. Mazo notes, nothing in the litany
of reprehensible conduct charged against
Mr. Nixon as a campaigner has been
cited more than the tactics by which he
ated Mrs. Douglas for the Senate.
Mr. Mazo’s account is important because
it puts the episode in impartial p
tive — something.it has lost over t
vears. For one thing, the Democrats
themselves had worked Mrs, Douglas
with the issues of communism anc
ion in a primary tiff before the
tepublicans took her on. For another,
both the Nixon and Douglas ¢amps were
abby tactics. A
Mazo, “the most notable
difference was in the adroitness and
calmness with which Nixon and his peo-
ple executed their hyperbole and in-
nuendo . For whatever reasons—per-
haps because Mrs. Douglas and her
friends were less blase and more con-
science - stricken by improprieties —
when compared with the surgeons of the
Nixon camp, Mrs. Douglas’ operators per-
formed like apprentice butchers.”
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The book achieves a peak of excite-
ment in the two chapters de with
the “Nixon Fund” during the 1 en-
hower-Nixon campaign. Mr.
tures all of the dra
the story, taking his readers r
stage to view the anguished actors in
this strange and remarkable political
melodrama at close quarters. 1t is a re-
markable job of reconstruction and rep-
resents political reporting at its best

This was the episode that ended in
the celebrated “Checkers” television
speech, an incredibly schmaltzy appeal
to sentimentality that nevertheless saved
Mr. Nixon's career at a crucial moment.

Mazo cap-
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“In retrospect,” writes Mr. Mazo,
the affair was bad for Nixon. The peo-
ple who remember it most vividly

thought it was horrible. The Democrats
and Nixon's Republican enemies have
kept the embers aglow. Much of the ‘T
don't like Nixon. but don't know why'
talk stems from the incident. But if it
weren't for the immediate impact of that
speech Nixon probably would have been
done for and Eisenhower might have
lost.”

Mr. Mazo handles the somewhat
paler events in Mr. Nixon's career—the
attempted coddling of McCarthy, the bro
ken resolution to retire from politics in
1956, Stassen’s “Dump Nixon” movement
the same year, the crises over the Presi-
dent's health, the ill-fated South Ameri-
can “good will” tour with equal skill

There are also excellent discussions of
the vital
played

role the vice president has
the administration and his
stature and influence in the na

n the world. Mr. Mazo also at
to predict w kind ¢
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cluding that he would be
ident” in the trac
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his is a fascinating
fair study of a complex and
figure. 1f it fails to make an entirely
understandable human being out of
vice president it is at least a nol
extremely valuable effort

Y_Am Turner In “The American Seen . . . By Others”

MONKEY SEE,

Jean-Rene Huguenin, in the French re-
view “Arts” becomes indignant over
America's mass culture. “The Americans
are past masters of the art of populari-
zafions, ‘or rather, the art of rendering
villgar.”, He cites condensations of ““War
and Pedce,” and of “L'Education Senti-
ment. 2s horrible examples.

Butyjie sighs, “we've reached the point
where“we no longer protest agamst

-

MONKEY DO

American inventions. We're hardened to

them. We tolerate the Reader’s Digest
and even are able to h at its sill
candor.

What is really shocking, he says, is
to see Europe, with all her traditions
try to imitate the U, S. — “like those
comfortably rich young boys who play
Al Capone in the chic bars of the
Champs-Elysees
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