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North Carolina Is Wasting The Talents

it n P. Kenned

public schools

One of the hoasts of our democracy
is that we treat people as individuals
and that we encourage each person to
develop his talents to their fullest ca-
pacity,” he said last week. “But too
often today, as we struggle to cope with
huge increases in our school population
the individual student is largely forgot-
ten and forced to fit into the standard
pattern. Not only the individual stu
dent the but all society and in
deed the world is the
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Determined to k eedless waste

of Tar Heel talent, the
islator has asked the General Assembly
a special commission to study
school education of excep-
nally talented children and recom-
mer iate remedies in 1961
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It is one of the peculiarities of the
age that “mass education” in its most
insipid form has become a democratic
dogma. Too many Tar Hee! too many
Americans, for that matter — have been
led to believe that in a democracy we
must somehow level down to the lowest
common denominator of our students

As a few perceptive souls have timidly
suggested, there no compulsion in a
democracy to do education.”
There is a task for “mass education,”
of course. But there is also a task for
the teaching of the talented and the
training of the

A Tar Heel y 3
to develop whatever potential there is
in him. But it's time the state faced the
fact that many students have a limited
potential. Others have a potential that
stretches very far—meaning that some
of the slowest in developing may ulti-
mately develop better in the long run.
None of these students should be neg-
lected. All should be given an oppor-
tunity to develop their talents to the
fullest

*ox *

There are a few happy exceptions,
but generally this is impossible in North
Carolina public education today. For in-
stance, Rep. Kennedy points out that
every Tar Heel school child — whether
his 1Q is 75 or 150—studies the same
textbook in world history, the same text-
book in American history and the same
textbook in most other subjects. This
may be good enough for the “average"
child. But what about the exceptionally
gifted child?

We are simply wasting a major por
tion of North Carolina’s most precious
natural resource — the brainpower of
the state’s most talented children—by
our failure to make special provision in
all of our schools for these boys and
girls. It is ridiculous in the extreme to

Mecklenburg’s Loss
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Thus, did Dr. M. B. Bethel begin his
letter of resignation as city-county health
officer. It was a characteristic expression
of wit and wisdom from perhaps the most
civilized mind in local government—but
it could not dissolve the sadness that
this remarkable public servant’s depar-
ture will evoke.

The only compensation is the knowl
edge that he is being rewarded with an
important post in higher education. It is
a well-deserved honor.

It is needless to list his contributions
to Charlotte and Mecklenburg County
They are well known. His discreet con-
solidation of the health services of the
city and the county under one roof was
his greatest single accomplishment but
his tremendous worth to this community
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Of Its Most Promising School Children

Gifted Students Deserve
Special Attention

indemo !
the gifted by grouping them for the pur-
poses of instruction th others of sim.
ilar gifts and by providing them with

perior instructional tools
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Dr. James B. Conant, a great Amer-
ican educator who has also served as
ambassador to Germany, has recognized
the problem and the necessity for its
solution. “Ide
he wrote recently
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and give it concrete form
is possible for our sch
more for our children with s
and talents than ¢

ardizing our basic education
phy We need not retreat P
from our goal of providing education
for all .

John Hersey. the author, has been

equally concerned. Here are his reasons

Because 1 love the world I live in
and have high hopes for its coming
years, and because I have read history,
as anyone may, and have seen that the
progress of mankind, the slow, hard
progress of the unfortunate mass of man-
kind, has been largely made possible by
a very small number of inventive, sensi-
tive, intelligent, talented people, who
have given the world the benefits of
their talents. I mean scientists, p
phers, explorers, poets, composers, ar-
tists, discoverers of new ways of doing
things. T am therefore interested in what
our society does for its potentially tal
ented children.”

* o ox

The answer is democratic education
in its truest sense — education in which
it is possible for each individual to de-
velop up to the full limit of his poten-
tialities. Democracy in education means
equality of opportunity — not equality of
ultimate achievement. It is the fullest
opportunity that North Carolina must
make available to its young people

Is UNC’s Gain

can be measured better in more personal
terms—his humaneness, his urbanity and
humor, his social consciousness, his
broad intelligence and crudition. These
qualities, together with his medical and
administrative genius, made Dr. Bethel
one of the prime movers of progress in
modern Mecklenburg

He will make a wonderful addition to
the faculty and administration of the
University of North Carolina. Such men
are needed in education. Young men and
women, contemplating careers in public
health, posed to the in-
fluence « men. All the same, Meck
lenburg will regret its own great loss

Life In America

Man’s quest for betterment goes on
The latest contribution to educational
research is a “study” prepared by a pro-
fessor of psychology on the Relationship
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WHATEVER BECAME OF HOLMES?
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Vice-Ridden London Is A Blatantly Immoral Village
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In London: Prostitution Is In Flower, Too
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Who'll Be First In Line For The Race To Red China?

By MARQUIS CHILDS
WASHINGTON
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‘It's A New Standard Of Measure — You Know,
In Case Strauss Should Be Confirmed’

PEPT. OF COMMERCE
—_—

NATIONAL
BUREAU OF
STANPARDS

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

But as MeC
N mile faded
face, began watchin
McGee was explai
sow Adm, Lewis Stra d

riman apparently

rtant t

him 1o try

he report here is that

cleared

s passport authorizing him to
visit Communist China. St

s have told him they na
the required  special stamp is req co

Pek each passp ed specilies

t that the bearer cannot use it

for travel to the mainland of
China.

With former Secretary of
State Dean Acheson as his coun-
sel, Harriman persuaded the
department that he was a bona
fide newspaper man employed
by the North American News:
paper Alliai
articles. Acheson argued sol
emnly—and truthfully—that
the former governor's s
from NANA was his
source of earned income
word to be stressed
“earned,”" since Harrir
a private fortune based
railroad empire of his
estimated at more than $
000,000,

special

to write

STEVENSON CONSIDERS
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