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The Little Hole That Grew And Grew

J. Y. Jordan Jr
exemprions was
as. por at

# picnic.

But its shock value alone is cons
able.

With pluck and luck the young Bun-
combe legislator may yet be able to
bring some of his colleagues to their
senses about the biggest man-made hole
in Tarheella's tax dike,

basis. By 37 s ax had won gen
acceptance as a permanent f
@ revenue act

Over the years, however, one exemp
tion after another has heen attached
Added together they make a mockery of
of equality of enforcement. At
present, there are 38 different exemp-
., rendering the law unjust, unfair,
inequitable and discriminatory.

Most of the exemptions should clea
be eliminated. There must be some se-
lectivity, of course. For instance, Rep.
Jordan will find it extremely difficult to
deal with the torrent of emotion that fol-
lows any suggestion that “food for the
table” be taxed. Telegrams from wi-
dows and orphans will be falling like

The Woes Cannot

JO community can observe Brother-
hood Week with a completely clear
conscience. Ton often. the polite pieties
of casual rhetoric mask heart
problems. That is the way it
Charlotte today
We have made progress down throt
the years, of course. Much of it is du

to the excellent work of organizations
such the National Conference of
Christians and Jews. But let's not fool

ourselves. A great deal more needs to be
done before mutual understanding and
respect become the guiding principles
of all normal, everyday human relation-
ships.

The problems cannot be wished away.
They are too deeply rooted in the hard
rock of human history. Each must be

autumn leaves in no fi ot all. But
t are a couple of dozen other cate
s that will bear careful scrutiny

e best guide we know for the scru
ers is a rule of construction writ-
ten years ago by North Carolina’s Chief
Justice Stacy

“Taxation is the rule, exemption the
exception, with strict construction appli-
cable to the latter.”

Perhaps the firmest plea for a reform
of the sales tax law was made in the

early 1950¢ by then Commissioner of
Revenue Fugene G Shaw. He argued
with more than a little justification that
all mptions o y» be eliminated
n 53 In interstate commerce,

fr state and logal governs

g les to educational,

nd ¢ tions, sales

1etive ¢ actually used

hy mers in - producing 3 ultural
{ s and by industry in the actual

acturing or processing of
and raw materials becoming an ingre-
dient or component part of agricultural
or industrial production

“Practically speaking,” said Mr. Shaw,
“an exemption in a taxing statute is the
opening wedge which destroys the effi-
cacy of enforcement. It is like a small
hole in a dam and begins first with a
drip, then a trickle, then a stream, then
a flow, then a gush and finally a break
which destroys the dam.”

The exemptions in North Carolina’s
x law have already reached the
stage Some plugging needs to be

goods

Be Wished Away

faced bravely and with as much cool
¢ 45 man can summon up in one of
those eras that John Donne said “are
ant with those old twins, Hope and

Fortunately, this is a tough-minded,
stable community with 3 strong sense of
ty and fair play. It is accustomed
xamining its problems and searching
conscientiously for solutions. That is
why, in Charlotte, there is more hope
than fear.

Although there is much work to be
done here in the improvement of human
relations, we are confident that it will
be done. It will be done because it must
be done if the community is to enjoy
to the hilt the full fruits of its progress.

The P.O. Needs A Word-Battle Winner

HE Post Office Department can't
seem to get out of the frying pan.

To the public, the agency appears to
be some sort of voracious dragon which
swallows its appropriations whole and
then yells with a financial stomachache.

The householder can't see where serv-
ice is any better, everybody gripes when
the cost of stamps rises and it is part
of the game to complain loudly when the
post office doesn't deliver on time.

On the local scene there is a further
intramural dispute

It involves haggling over the worth
of sorting mail while en route or af-
ter it arrives at its destination. The men
on the trains say they can speed deliv-
ery with mobile sorting, the post office
claims it can do a better job in the build-
ing

No matter who loses the argument we
hope the public comes out ahead on
service. And the department could stand
a shot of good public relations.

Dry Land Is A Safer Spot For The ABC

HE Alcoholic Beverage Control As-

sociation made a wise move

It had made tentative plans for a sum-
mer convention cruise to Bermuda. Plans
have been switched to promote a less
costly gathering at Nags Head.

Ever since the 1057 session of the
legislature, the late A B Carter and
room 215, the association has tiptoed its
way.

Even if members would row to Ber-

muda they would draw fire from mili-
tant forces who oppose the existence of
the group.

It would be even worse if cruise plans
had been carried out and bad weather
encountered. Think of the reaction if
members had been spotted staggering
about the deck and hanging limply at
the rail

The mal de mer would have
tinued by the opposition long
trip had ended.

been con-
after the

David Tillinghast In The Greenville Pied mont

A GRAIN OF
A G]R.I\I!\' of salt, pl

A press service women's editor writes
out of New York w
ing intelligence,
it were so.

ase, 2 grain of

would be charm-

I am thin

time but more ¢

er, who 1k
sic conventions on I r la
hood

They are to ) 1

SALT, PLEASE

garb worn together with just about as
much appropriateness as one high heel
shoe and one sandal

That's just instance as there are
many variations, all of them similarly
detrimental as destroy the distine-
tiveness that belongs 10 womankind and

in their wake a loss that it is dif-
ficult to understand how any woman who
respects herself would wilfully inflict
on herse

t come summer, and what sights

women abandon the
appearance in favor
v garb, which makes
an potatn sacks, py-
or French courtesans in negli-

gees
Some of them look like fugitives from
lai Some are bizarre. Some
¢ extreme, letting the van-
f style overrun their common sense
nes to individual comeliness

ignore the f

en in this world
women 1o be
t they possess.

Politicians Play A Frisky Game Of

By DORIS FLEESON

WASHINGTON
THE Honorable Everett M. Dirk

sen, newly elected Senute Re
publican feador, has sent & slight
Iy belated Valentine to the Presi-
dent who supported him for the
post. against the opposition of the
tisenbower  Republi

erstwhlle
It was signed, “Little

Dirksen teed off on allegations
by Democrats that in truth and
fact the President has been the
big spender and the Democratic
Cangiress is an economizer

SILENT SUFFERING

is a party of

that their

wild extravagance. In specches by
Senite and House leaders Lyndon
Johneon and John  MeCormaci

In actuality Conrg
billion from the Py

et
IKE WAS STUNG

According to Republicans, the
President was stung by the Johne

witch on his ar-
Iy mee
re from the Hill,

ling that Re.
hould re

ling
ns in Congress
The duf

MERCY

HOUR

Forewarned of the Dirksen proj-
ect, & baker's dozen of experic

P e
DA D T o

It's Going To Take
More Of This

enced Democratic hecklers, led by
Johnson himself, took to the fioor
wh rried

t e
akrooms.

to th The result pro-
vided a merry hour for a capital
all too normally freighted  with
gloom

Figures mtoriously are prooe to

"You Mean There Are Other Crimes
Connected With Them?’

People’s Platform

X

SEESawamm Rl )
< -

Press Encourages Mobs?

Charlntte
Editors, The News:
HE other day a man's m
room was forcibly entered
and he was beaten severely.
When he appealed to the local
police and sherifl, he was de-
nied protection and not even per-
mitted to use the radio telephone
to request stance from the
State Highway Patrol
The man in question,
sentative Bob ne
American Federation of Hosiery
Workers, is a citizen of Greens-
boro, who was engaged in the
lawful pu of business
as a union organizer hecause of
a request from a substantial
number of employes at Frank-
lin Hosiery Mills for assistance
in organizing a local union.

repre-
if the

Mr. Beame sustained serious
injuries as a result of his heat-
ing by a lawless group of people
in_violation of ¥
right in the pursdit of his wd

The thing that concerns me
most is that T have failed to see
a single Ii in either of the
Charlotte rs  condemning
this mob action, nor have w¢
heard a condemnation from a
si pulpit of any church in
this area

As a matter of fact, it has
been apparent for some time
that a great many of our daily

not only condone

ss mob action, but encour:

\eir cal use of

statements ahout people being

run out of town bec
didn't conform to thinl

they
g of

Drew Pearson'’s
Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON
LOT of people have heen wondering

A how the United States of America,
with its vast resources of money, brains
and private initiative, let itself fall

behind Russia on missiles and satellites.

Part of the inside story could be un
week—if senators are per
sistent enough—when they consider the
confirmation of the man who once head-
ed the Atomic Energy Commission
to be the new secre

folded next

Lewis L. Strauss
tary of commerce.

Oppenheimer Purge

" sald Dr. of
winner

ain peaple who differ with
them on their political and eco-

This is a dan
tion. It can point the

way to similar situatio hose
which occurred in NaziGer.
many, Fascist Ttaly and Falan-

st Spain as well as Com
Russia.

We cannot have the laws

in this
country applied to fit any par-

ticula they must
ply to all law breakers alike
—CAREY E. HAIGLER
Director
Reglon 5, AFL-CIO

situation

ap-

Editors' Note: The press is
hardly to blame for what did or
did not happen in Franklin.
Reader Haigler's insinuation is
absurd

Does 'Yellow Peril’
Menace The West?

Salishury

Editors, The News

DON'T think Americans should

be much scared of the atomic
bombs of Russia, There is much
more danger that the te
millions of China will spill ov
in the Americas and take over the
entire world by sheer force of
numbers.

There should be some kind of
a union of all European penple
in order to protect themselves
a this great horde of Chi-
nd to keep them from spill-

nese ¢

ing over into
Americas

the en

Europe and the
taking charge of
rid

The agitators for an Atlantic
Union like Wendell kie and
others had this Chinese danger in
mind when they tried to get a
union of Western Europe and the
United States

—J. W. JEWELL

Japanese Boy Seeks
Mecklenburg Friends

Osaka, Japan

Editors, The News
l AM  writing this letter as
I have learned the name of
The Charlotte News through the

Youth Council for International
Contact in Tokyo. I am a 17-
yearold hoy and am attending

Gardening High School. Our or-
sanization, the Youth Council for
International Contact, has tens of
thousands of members throughout
an. 1is purpose s to create in-
wational friendship and under-

the best of our knowledge.

n 1 am writing is
i like to have a friend
in your country but do not know
e, 1f 1 could have

on of your paper,
which has so many readers, it
would be a great help to me.

~HIROKAZU SHIMIZU

339 Kasuga-cho

Suita

Osaka, Japan

lie and liars to figure. In the
cuse of anything as big as the
ten-pound budget, the temptation
to employ the huge figures for

an effect s well nigh lrresis

EXPERT JOB

Dirksen, a natural-born debater
who has repeatedly proved that ho
can be convincing on hoth sides
of most questions, did an expert
job with very little help from his
cohorts. However, he was up
against other experts as Sens.
Johnson, Mike Mansfield and John
Sparkman. All had served with
im in both House and Senate
and knew his gambits

WRONG WORD

In the final confusion of charges
and countercharges, Dirksen was
hetrayed into saying, “1 have giv-
en you the figures, the defense

of course, the
ich the Democt
Realizing

rests." Thi
position it
aimed to put. him,

his

mistake, he cried hastily, “No, no,
Wa

defense s the wrong word
need no defense.”

AURA OF CYNICISM

The fact is—and all the deb
ers knew it—that they were play-
ing a game of tag with the budget
to see who could pin the
spender label on the other. All
recognize that the budiet will be

big, it will be unbalanced and
there will be another big defic
Neither party is making a
gontine, sustuined and consistnt
effort to have it otherwise \
body ton, from  the
D) set 1) n ex

ample of the kind of austerity
whiich would at least help 10 dis-
sipate the aura of cynicism which
hangs over the whale situation

Kennedy's Surge

By JOSEPH ALSOP

WASHINGTON

NE thing, and one thing only,
makes Sen John F. Kennedy

of Massachusetts the front-runner
of the Democratic presidential
nemination. Without the evidence
of his extraordinary appeal to the
mass of Amrican voters, Kennedy
would hardly be in the running at
all

Some of the evidence for this
mass appeal is drawn from a se-
ries of state and city polls taken
by the professional opinion-tester,
Louis Harris. These fairly stag-
gering documents—even worse in
their meaning for the Republicans
than for Kennedy’s Democratic ri-
vals—have been confided to a
small circle of politicians friendly
to Kennedy. Copies have heen ob-
tained from & member of this cir-
cle.

In view of their origin, the Har-
ris polls will no doubt be de-
nounced as less than impartial
But in the first place, Kennedy is
only one of many candidates, Re
publican as well Democratic,
concerning whom Harris has made
opinion tests; and the record
shows that the Harris tests have
been useful. Then too, the more
results of the inquiring
Dr. Gallup's recent national presi-
dential poll strongly confirm the
Finally, this re
g doorbells
with Harris and can vouch for the
care Harris takes in his polling.

In sum, if the findings of any
palls deserve attention (which can
he argued), the findings of the
Harris polls deserve it. For the
main findings, Kennedy was tested
against the Republican front-run-
ner, Vice President Richard M
Nixon. State by state, omitting
the undecided voters who general-
Iv form about a quarter of those
polled, the percentages of Ken-
nedy fanciers were as follows

State Kennedy Nixon
(California 45
2
42
4
4
3 43
West Virginia _.... 56 “
Wisconsin 504 498

Al these state tests of Kennedy
versus Nixon were made during
the last elections, as inleresting
extras, so to say, when Harris
had heen commissioned to do oth-
er political polling in the same
states. In some of the states, oth-
er Democratic condidates were
also tested against Nixon, again
with fairly startling results.

HOW OTHERS DID

For example, in Pennsylvania
and Orezon where Kennedy had
such heavy majorities, Sen. Stuart
Symington of Missouri actually
lost to Vice President Nixon, both
times by margins of 51-44. Again,
Symington was snowed under by
61-39 in Wisconsin, where Ken-
nedy won by half a point. Yet
again, Sen. Hubert Humphrey of
Minnesota carried Oregon against
Nixon, but hy a margin of only
2 percentage points, whereas the
Kennedy margin was 18 points.
And Humphrey also lost in
consin, although by a much nar-
rower margin than Symington,

West Virginia was the one state
where the Kennedy, Humphrey
and Symington performances
were closely comparable. Adlai
E. Stevenson was not run against
Nixon in the same state where
the strength of Humphrey and Sy-
mington was tested. But in Ohio,
where Kennedy beat Nixon easily,
Stevenson was also run against
the Vice President and lost the
race by a hair, 505 to 40.5

Another, much more recent
Harris poll indicates that the sup-

port for Jack Kennedy is not just
a passing mania of the peaple in
the walk-ups, the split-lovels, and
the farm-houses, Farm houses, to
be stre, did not enter into this
one, which was taken within the
lust weeks in the cities of Los Ane

geles, San Diego, Sa
San Francisco, Portland, Seattle,
Salt Lake city, and Phoenix. This
time, the news for the Vice Presi-
dent was even worse than in the
uther polls, since he did marked-
ly less well than New York's bus-
tling Gov. Nelson Rockefeller in
these cities in his own home ter-
ritory.

ONE-SIDED

Omitting the undecided voters,
Kennedy beat Nixon 6139; §

ington beat Nixon 53 - 47, and
Humphrey beat Nixon 54-46. Kene
nedy also beat Ros
but Rockefeller defeated Syminj
ton 52-48, and he barely defeated
Humphrey, 51-49. In this poll of

West Coast cities, it may be add-
ed, all three Democratic entranty
ran especially well among

lic voters, with Kenne
ly in the lead, rather
The Protes!

Republican-minded, bt the
like the Catholic, Kenniedy
than they iked  the

N on and Hume
nee, Kennedy and
50-50 among the
Rovkedollor
and Hume

Protest

FOND MEMORIES

One would hardly dare
sent these figures if
for the recollection of s
ences as the doorbell
istrict of Qu
senfiower in 1
quite comfortably
and for Eisenhower again in 1436,
Harris went along on that ovca-
sion. We found the kind of switch
from Harriman to Rockefeller
that eventually gave Rockefeller
the victory. Yet in a Kennedy-
Nixon test which
lish, we also found Kenr
ing Rockefeller and
Nixon by about 20
points, Here again, th
tants included many Kennedy-fa
ciers,

The election is far ahead, of
course, and delegates are not won
by opinion - polling. But there iy
much to interest any political
handicapper in the data presented
atrove,

it
in 19,

SEN. JOHN KENNEDY
High, Wide And Handsome

Quote, Unquote

“Publishing a volume of verse
is like drapping a rose petal down
the Grand Canyon and waiting
for the echo."—Don Marquis,

Senators Should Question Adm. Strauss

discoverer of the
atomic weight 2. *
queer people. But
mented. They cannot
certain_ discoveries

how many scientists

Secret Trial

fact

Adm
general

and

hydrogen atom Uf
hey are considered
ey will not be regi
be orderéd to make
We will never know

from working for the government or how
many discoveries remained undiscovered
by the purging of Robert Oppenheimer.”

b ppened at that purge trial
The senators who crossexamine Adm

Strauss

were  dissuaded

going  senator

and a promise.

Ike Subs For Benson

tive

one wh

to speak
ished, the

ed p vitation but

regarding his qualifications to
be secretary of commerce could develop
this if they wanted to. However, sena-
tors seldom do their homework for these
confirmation  hearings
Warren Magnuson,

probably lot the admiral off with a kiss

Association last week was actually
h Secretary of Agriculture Ben
d intended to_deliver
however,

Benson did his best to wangle an in
the
love him about as much as they do ti

big utilities, Ho has slashed their loan

and  Chairman
the popular, easy-
from Washington, will

program and forced them to go to
vate banks for highinterest loans. So
no invitation was forthcoming.

As a last resort, however, Benson per-
suaded Eisenhower to ask for an invita.
tion. Previously, Ike had refused to a
dress the convention, but at
urging he reversed himself and a
to be invited, The co-ops could

pH-

Benson's

turn down the President and offered to

The REA
wouldn't invite Benson

of canceling Kennedy’
ops gave him twin billing
nettled
he dutifully showed up a
son's speech to the convent

Rural Electrie cn—nﬁs
e

to undercut a Democratic
President and insisted Ik

put him on the program either Monday

or Tuesday.
The audience didn't know it, but the -
specch President Eisenhower delivered  Twin Billing
{o the National Rural Electric COOPEr®  goyever, Jim Hagerty saw a_chance

candidate for
be given the
v reserved for Sen

selts But
speech
th Tke. This
considerably

Jack

the President

|




