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Lenten
Guideposts

Gossip
Never
Is‘Idle’

By ELAINE ST. JOHNS
Author and Housewife

I grew up on the Ninth Com-
mandment literally. (The
Eighth Commandment in the
Roman Catholic and Lutheran
chuches.)

When 1 was 7,
without any-
one's permis-
sion, 1 “bor-
rowed" my
mother's jade
earrings to play

&

e . dress up, and
e lost them. When

: they turned up
& 1 in-
L ONGGS ¢ sisted 1 had

ST JOHNS  Seen my young-
er brother take them from
mom's jewel box.

Billy said he didn't; I said he
did. Billy got a licking.

When T heard him yell, I beat
my fists against the locked
bathroom door and sobbed that
1 had done it. My dad, knowing
my very real love for my little
brother, didn’t believe me; he
thought I was trying to take the
blame.

My mother, with that eighth
sense mothers have, knew I was
telling the truth. With the wis-
dom of Solomon, she denied me
the purgative pain of a worse
licking, Instead she let me
smart under Billy's hurt, accus-
ing eyes. and try to win back
his trust and respect the best
way I could

Never since that day have I
told a deliberate falsehood
against my neighbor

When I was a very young mar-
ried woman, [ lived on a block
with a lot of other young mar-
ried women, and one elderly
spinster named Miss Coote

Miss Coote was the only differ-
ent thing in the neighborhood.
She wore high-button shoes to
church. When she went shopping
she carried an out-sized, old-
fashioned reticule and was al-
ways accompanied by the ginger
cat on 2 le..<h

WE DIDN'T RESENT her.
She was a sweet old thing, quiet
and timid. We just thought her
odd and had fun bulldmg up her
eccentricities.

The stories grew as “h’! went
on. There were repar!s; that she
only weeded her petunfas’by the
full moon, that she fed her old
dog Red on tenderloin steaks,
twice ground, and the ginger
cat on minced clams. One day
the question arose as to how
she could keep her animals in
steaks and clams, what with
prices and all.

“I think she’s a shoplifter,”
one of the girls giggled. “I can

just see her popping diamond
rings into that outlandish reti-
cule, and then pussyfooting

around to the hock shop. Who
would suspect such a sweet old
thing?"

1 knew Miss Coote had once
owned all the land on which our
houses stood, and could quite
well have fed her pets caviar if
she had wished. But I didn't
want to spoil the fun; it was
harmless, amusing prattle and
we all emmed |L

A WEEK LATERv at a neigh-
borhood boy's birthday party, 1
was stunned when one of the
mothers informed me, authori-
tatively, that old Miss Coote
was a known shoplifter with a
prison record. The fact that half
a dozen little boys immediately
pricked up their ears didn' help.

I'm sure not," I began,
mlendmg to defend her with the
truth about her financial posi-
tion, when another woman cut
in: “I don't think she's a thief, I
think Miss Coote’s plain crazy."

Immediately the boys began
to chant: *Crazy Coote! Crazy
te!™

The next time I heard that
chant T saw three boys stand-
ing before Miss Coote’s house,
pounding on the pavement, with
sticks, yelling “Crazy Coote!
Crazy Coate!” On the other side

He Paid

By JOHN KILGO
News Staff Writer

A ministerial student came
into County Recorder's Court to-
day and got change for $10—
the hard way.

Norman Ard, who mailed one
thousand pennies to the court in
a fruit jar to take care of a
fine, was given two choices by
Judge William Scarborough.

“You can pay up in paper
money and take the pennies back
to school with you," the judge
told the Mount Olive College
student

“Or you can go back in the
clerk’s office, count the pennies
and exchange them at the bank
for paper money,”

The boy forked over $9.50 in
folding money and took his jar
of pennies and left the court-
room.

“This whole thing got a little
messed up,” Ard said after-
wards

“You see I was driving this
car and the patrolman gave me
the ticket for improper license

“But I didn't own the car. The
boy that was riding with me
owned it and he wanted the
ticket.”

OWNER OF CAR

Billy Yawn — a classmate
of Ard’s — was the car’s own-

er.

“Actually,” Ard said, “it
was Billy's idea to send the
pennies,

“And he was writing these
letters and signing my name
to them, 1 knew he was doing
it but 1 didn't realize 1 was
going to get in trouble with
the judge.

"Thu Billy's 2 card. These
are his penni

Yawn said II didn’t take
very long to think up the pen-
ny bit.

“I thought I should have
been given the ticket instead
of my buddy Yawn said,
“but the patrolman said he
couldn’t do that

“I decided what I was go-
ing to do and when I got back
to school I unrolled $10 worth
of pennies and put them in
the fruit jar."

FUNNY AT FIRST

Ard said at first he thought
it was a pretty funny trick

“But then T read about this
in the paper,” he said, “and
that night the patrolman came
to my house and told me to be
in Charlotte today at 9 o'clock.

News Staff Photo bs Tom Franklin—Hunter)

Ard (Left) And Friend Bnlv Yawn Got Their Pennies Back

“That’s when it quit being
funny. I saw in the paper
where the judge said he was
going to pull my leg

“I called Billy and told him
and he put up my $100 bond . .

“He told me he got me into
this mess and he Wwas going to
get me out of it.

GOOD TIME

This morning Yawn was still
having a good time.
“The judge said he was go-

The Hard
Way & Saved 50c

Called S

Dulles Operation

ccessful

ing to pull our leg,” he said,
“But we were hoping he'd at
least leave it on. He pulled it
a]l the way off.

hl;i lg fun out of

ﬁns g, thi

“And we saved 50 cents by
coming to court. That's a
pretty good deal.

“I think we'll take these 50
pennies and invest them in
this Charlotte gas war so we
can get back to school.”

Ice Jams
Increase
Dangers

v ASSOCIATED PRESS
Huge ice jams and more
rains were potential danger
marks today in flood-men-
aced sections of Indiana as
overflows in northern Ohio
subsided.

Wet, weather dampened the two
states as well as most other sec-

tions in the eastern half of the
nation

The major flood peril appeared
ended on the upper Wabash River
above Delphi, Ind., after driv-
ing thousands of persons from
their homes. But down-stream
towns were threatened. West Ter-
re Haute was in line as the next
major target of the flood waters.
Sandbagging crews, including
National Guardsmen, worked
through the night in a steady
drizzle at West Terre Haute build-
ing a temporary dike along Shgar
Creek, a Wabash River tributary,
instead of trying to patch a 3
foot break in the permanent levee.
Some 150 homes were evacuated
The town of 3,300 was declared
a state of emergency by town offi-
cials.

FAMILIES TO RETURN

Meaiwhile, evacuated families
in Logansport and Wabash pre-
pared to return to their homes
The Wabash also dropped rapidly
at Peru, one of t he communities
hanlm hit by the mid - winter

flo

In Ohin, the Maumee River, aft-
er overflowing in several places
along a 20-mile stretch southwest

into Lake Erie.

Ohio communities, Hardest hit
cities were Fremont, Findlay,
Warren, Van Wert, Paulding and
Ottawa, but the overflows did' not
cause as extensive damage as the
floods in January.

See SHE on page 2A

At Age 74,
He Gets
Law Degree

NEW YORK —— Chester A.
Smith has completed law school
at the age of 74—not to gain
prestige but to pay back $43,000
he does not legally owe.

Smith, of Peekskill, N. Y., has
been official court reporter for
many years. At one time he was
a member of the board of trus-
tees of a girls' schonl which
closed without paying all its
creditors.

Smith took an accelerated
course at New York University
Law School. He wants to be a
lawyer so he can step up his
earnings and pay back the

000,

He sald the girls' schodl,
which he would not name, legal-
ly had done all it could be-
fore shutting down, but creditors
were out of pocket for food and
other things.

“Morally,” Smith said yester-
day, "1 felt that the money
should be paid. I decided that
since no one else would pay Lhe
debt, I would try to do it."

Asked if he thought he could
get enough clients to pay off
the self-imposed debt, Smith re-
plied: "I have a lot of friends
and even more faith in God."

Another Shakeup?

Rep. Marcellus Buchanan tossed
in the House hopper the resalu-
tion which calls for appointment of
a nine - member legislative com-
mission to “study and make rec-
ommendations with respect to the
organization and function of the
State Highway Commission.”

The resolution pointed out that
the 1857 General Assembly reor-
ganized the State Highway Com-
mission, reducing its memibership
from 14 to 7. This reorganization
also resulted from the recommen-
dations of a study commission.

Buchanan said he was not trying
to decide whether the Highway
Commission should have many
members, as in the past, or fewer,
as at present. Public hearings by
the Study Commission could settle
how the people feel on the ques-
tion, he added.

THINKING OF MANY

The Study Commission proposal
“represents the composite thinks
ing of many members of the
House," Buchanan said. “It was
mot disclosed with the administra-

—CREDENTIALS NOT IN ORDER—

Student Booted From Class

MONROE, La. ®
Hans Fredericks Jr., was enrolled
two weeks ago as a general busi-
ness student at Northeast State
College here,

— Fritssleeping, swimming bayou.”

Club  affiliations:  ‘"Member
Northeast Student Center four
years, honorary member Feline
Chasers of America, president of

A number of things tripped up DOE Lovers Society.”

his continued enrollment. The
most obvious was that his regis-
tration forms were not in proper

THE NAME STUCK
The head of the journalism de-

order, his admission fee was not | partment, Annie Lee West Stahl,
paid and the certificate from a|remembered the name from a lo-

high school principal required un-| cal

der Louisiana's se;
utes could not be found.
Dr. Clint Hanna, director of Ad

fon stat-

her. Under <pel‘|al
hobbies were listed:

talents

\lhe

feature story about three
cks earlier, The story told how

wam Bayou Desiard each
d generally had the run of
mpus as unofficial school

ds

mascat
Prof. Wilbur Lee Perkins, head

d
“Bobe burring, flea scralching, of the commerce department,

called Fritz’ name in class the
| first day and was told Fritz was
hit by a car and couldn’t attend.
It was true that he had been|
bumped by a car, but he wasn't
hurt

Willie Taft Smith, accounting
instructor, complaining "( exces.
sive ahsences, dr’mrM
his class roll an
card back to

"
nw registration

Fritz still has the run of the
campus, excepting the cafe
and he is somewhat better known.

mystery of who enrolled him.
Frita is a boxer dog, owned by
0, N. MeNeil

Road Commission
Study Requested

RALEIGH (P—Agitation over the organization of the
State Highway Commission resulted today in a resolution
calling for a study of the state highway setup.

|
tion,” he added in reply to a
question.

In his resolution, Buchanan said
“Considerable controversy has|
arisen throughout the entire state
of North Carolina as to the rela.
tive merits of the two systems un-
der which the Highway Depart-
ment of the State of North Caro-
lina has operated during the past
six years.”

Under the old Highway Com-
mission set-up, each of the 14

Fairly mild winter weather pre-
vailed in wide areas from Texas
to the Great Lakes region and
eastward to the Atlantic coast.

Southerly winds pushed warm
air from the Gulf and with it
came widespread precipitation and
considerable cloudiness, Light
rains or drizle sprinkled most
areas except in western Texas

and from Pennsylvania north-
ward.
II(" iest rainfalls were in north-

abama and Georgia and
\ rn sections of the Carolinas.
}n also was reported in the wet
lmt extending northward through
southeast Kansas, southeast Iowa
and into southern Wisconsin.

School Mixing
Decisions Due

RICHMOND, Va. (AP) — A
quick series of decisions Monday
should determine whether Warren
County will integrate its white
high school next week, and under
what circumstances

members of the Highway Com-
mission represepted one of the
state’s 14 highway divisions. The
present set-up maintains the 14
divisions for engineering purposes
but the 7 commissioners are sup-
posed to represent the state as a
W

Talk of a possible hoycott of the
school by some students and the
unsettled status of the teachers
contributed to the haze that hung
over the Warren County situation
oday.

This much was clear. Unless
hole. It was intended to an: Chief Judge Simon Sobeloff of the
Gov. Hodges' call for 2 commi S. Fourth Circuit Court of Ap-

sion with a state-wide,
than a sectional,

vide, rather
point of view

RELATIVE MERITS

Buchanan's resolution said the
commission should make a study |
s0 as to be able to inform the
1961 General Assembly of the
“thinking and desire of the people
of the State of North Carolina as
to the relative merits of each of
the two systems under which the
State Highway Department has
nperau-d during the past six

ears.”

The study commission would be | °
composed of six members of the |

v
\

peals Monday grants the north-
west Virginla county a delay of
inegration until fall, the Warren
County High School at Front Roy-
be reopened Wedne: s(‘dy

al m

of Toledo, dropped back to nor-
mal after a huge ice jam moved

(AP Photofax)

Snow Woe Fo' Sho’

The town of Calumet in Michigan's upper peninsula
is taking this season’s snowfall in stride, as people are
used to several hundred inches of snow in a season. At
top, a barn is almost covered; at bottom, Arthur Lepisto

uses his roof as a ski run.

Secretary's
Hernia Is
Corrected

WASHINGTON (B — Sec-
retary of State Dulle today
underwent a successful oper-
ation for hernia

State Department press chief
Lincoln White announced the sur-
gery was successful and Dulles®
immediate postoperative condition
was_quite satisfactory.

White said tissue and fluid wers
removed during the operation *‘for
microseopical examination."

Such an examination would be
to determine whether there was a
cancerous condition

LESS THAN HOUR

Write said Dulles was on the
operating table less than an hour,
White's announcement to news-
men was made at the Army's
Walter Reed Medical Center. The
operation was performed there by

the hospital commandant, Maj.
n. Leonard D. Heaton.
White indicated no word had

come from the doctors on the re.
sults of the examination of tissues
and fluids

Word that surgery had begun
was relayed to newsmen around
8:10 am

The antouncement of results
came ahout 25 hours later.

The secretary, who will be 71
Feb. 25, entered the Army's Wal-
ter Reed Medical Center last
Tuesday. Since then each State
Department bulletin on his condie
tion has been almost identical:
sleeping well, eating well, in good
spirits.

Maj. Gen. Leonard D. Heaton,
the hospital commandant, ar-
ranged to perform the operation,
He said it was relatively simple,

Residents were returning to
their homes in other northern

Another Fired

FourCops Demoted

InN.Y.Scandals

NEW YORK—®—Police com-
missioner Stephen P. Kennedy
has demoted four top officers of
his department, which has been
hit by a new gambling scandal.

A deputy chief inspector, two
inspectors and a deputy inspec-
tor were hroken yesterday to the
rank of captain—the lowest rank
Kennedy could give them under
civil service rules. A patrolman
was fired from the force hours
before his scheduled retirement
at midnight.

Three demotions and the fir-
ing were in Manhattan. They
came a few hours after a deputy
inspector and two plainclothes
patrolmen — members of the
Brooklyn morals squad — were
arrested in a cops-and-bookmak-
ers scandal in Brooklyn.

After disclosure of the alleged
bookie shakedown in Brooklyn,
Kennedy summoned 150 top po-
lice officials to his office for a
lecture,

Kennedy, visibly angry, or-
dered his commanders to “root
out corruption in any manner,
shape or form." He told them
to be severe with gamblers.

THREE TRANSFERRED

The three officers demoted in
Manhattan had been attached to
the 10th Police Division in Har-
lem last March when the com-
missioner's confidential squad
smashed a big numbers racket

ring there. They were trans-
ferred to noncommand duties at
police headquarters.

Those demoted in Manhattan
were deputy chief inspector Wil-
liam J. McGowan and inspec-
tors Herbert Koehler and Ed-
ward Hayes. They had been un-
der investigation for almost a
year,

Kennedy declined to explain
why he demoted the three men,
and said he did not want to re-
flect on their integrity,

The commissioner added, how-
ever: “The administration of the
police department has left some-
thing to be desired.”

The depuity Inspector demated
is Dominick Masella, who was
arrested yesterday with two
p]amc\nmes patrolmen on sever-
al charges.

Those arrested allegedly wire-
tapped a bookmaking joint,
raided it, and arranged for an
arrest on the street so the hook-
ie would not be put out of busi-
ness

The arrests were engineered
by the Brooklyn district attor-
ney's rackets squad.

Aaron Koota, assistant district
attorney in charge of the Rack-
ets Bureau, said:

“It seems clear from all fac-
tors and inferences that this was
an attempt to shake down book-
makers "

The three pahcn.vxpn arrested
denied any

to its former students and to 22
Nej

If that oceurs, War
would be the fourth locall
fate to integrate

Virginia only after the state was |
stripped of all legal defenses, is
| proceeding without incident

House of Representatives appoint-
ed by Speaker Addison Hewlett
and three members of the Senate
chosen by Lt. Gov. Luther Barn-
hardt. The study group would be
required to hold public hearings

| in all sections of the state with|

at least one hearing in each of

% | the 14 highway divisions. ‘

“STILL SATISFACTORY" |

FT. BRAGG (» — Gen. George
>. Marshall remains in satisfac-

School officials hadn't solved the | tory condition at Womack General

Hospital here, a medical report
staid today. He suffered a stroke
15

Our Weather

Considerable cloudiness and
warmer this afternol

Noon Recess
For Religion
Packs House

Story on Page 1B

Business _
Classified
Comics
Crossword Puzzle

night. Saturday par
to cloudy

widely sc
Low this morn 34
Low tomorrow morning. .48
High to 60
High yesterday .47
High tomorraw .68
Sunrise toda sun-

set today 6:04 pm.
Mora Weathor Data os Page +A

dermnalt

Security Game

Social
Sports
Theaters

Spotlite Series

8A
To Your Good Health __10-A
23B

Women

a bit more cnmplma(ed than, say,
an adenoid &peration, y

The Lighter Side
Hear This:

Goodness Has
Its Rewards

(From AP Reports)

Donald T, Young, 23, stands
to collect $10 from the town of
Wakefield, for abstaining
from liquor and tobacco,

The money comes from the
Jonathan Nichols Temperance
and Tobacco Fund administered
by the town. Nichols set up the
fund in 1883 to pay young men
$10 for abstaining.

Young applied yesterday, the
first to do so in five years,
Town officials say the fund was
popular during the Victorian era
but that only 10 persons have
applied in the past 44 years.

It's Certain

There's one thing the new or-
derly at the Phoenix, Ariz.,
county hospital can count on —
a nickname.

An Aztec Indian, his name is
Xarles X tilxochitl.

He Rang The Wrong
Doorbell This Time

DETROIT (AP) — Arnold A,
Perkins, 39, rang the doorbell to
ask for funds for the Salvation
Army. It was the wrong doorbell
Salvation Army Capt. Willi
Roberts, 3, invited Perkins in nnd
called police. He had noticed Per-
kins was dressed in a fake uni.
form.
Perkins was charged with at.
tempting to obtain money under
false pretenses.

—

Spotlight Shines On Top
Rock ‘N’ Roll Singers

Now that King Elvis is in the
Army in Germany, other young
and handsome singers are rock-
ing and rolling their way to the
oy

Who are these bright
stars of rock n’ roll” Anm
did they rise so quickly

You'll meet the teen s
top idols in a new Spotlight Se
ries heginning Monday in yous
Charlotte News

The five-part
“Teenagers D

Profied in the

new

day's leaders in the pop«)a.r mu-
sie field,

‘% w
s &

» may

sen by Man
we-lance con-
of the top nae
% A former re-
e New York Herald
¢ % was the co-author of
R Ross autobiogra-
. No Man Stands Alone.™

will your teen-age
ughter enjoy this se.
you will enjoy reading
human interest
ind the r success
of these new stars

Remember, “Teen-agers' Dise
Tdols" begins nday for five
days as a4 bonus reading feas
ture in The Charlotte News' en-
aiting light Sertes.

of each




