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The Bitter Fruit Of 25 Years Of Neglect
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¢'s realization that something

ery wrong came quite sudden-
u the past seven days. The la-
mentable condition of the Charlotte Day
Nursery shocked Meckienburg first.
Some 48 hours later Tue NEws gave
readers a revealing look at the “terrible
old house” that is the Salvation Army’s
transient men’s shelter.

That was only the beginning. The

weeds of other UCS agencies came quick
light. A pattern of inadequacy was
nstablished.  Many buildings were found
o be in an advanced stage of deteriora-
tion.  Others were ton small for the great
of services dispensed. In addi-
e problem of mount-
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house a number of UCS member sery-

ices. A share has also been earmarked
for mortgage debts and for a fourth
floor dormitory in the new YMCA build-
ing

The problem is unique and formidable;
but so are the resources that can be
summoned to meet it. We urge Meck-
lenburgers, when called upon, to respond
generously

Later, when the immediate problem is
licked, we hope the community can find
some way to take care of these capital
needs as they appear rather than wait-
ing for the inevitable crisis. Crisis plan-
ning is never quite as satisfactory as
constant, continuous attention to civic
needs.

Ike Serves Up A Spot Of Weak Tea

pre-
ills
is no stronger than Grandma's sassafras
tea. It is certainly a far cry from the
comprehensive federal aid program the
administration recommended to Congress
three years ago.

Under the new proposal, the federal
government would put aside a maximum
of $85 million annually for the debt serv-
ice of “needy” school districts—but this
would be available only on a matching
basis. Unfortunately, the nation is full
of school districts currently so needy that
they can't match anything more substan-
tial than the time of day. Furthermore
the scheme to have local districts repa
Uncle Sam's advance, if possible. over
a ten-year period after the debt has been
retired sounds mighty peculiar. Is this
what the Pre: “fiscal con-
servation?

It would be far simpler—and far more
effective—to set up a schedule of undis-
guised grants to local school districts
whose eligibility for federal funds would
be determined according to actual need.
We would insist, of course, on proper
safeguards to prevent federal tampering
once the cash leaves Washington. Local
control over public education should not
be surrendered in return for greenbacks
in any denomination.
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The Plot Unfolds For Another F. ieg

NE of our ace undercover men re-
strange stirrings these nights
felevision studio.

Further digging uncovered another
edition of the Junior Chamber of Com:
merce’s annual follies underway, Now
in fledgling rehearsal, the show will blos-
som in late March with new format

Last year's efforts brought one real
concern to its producers ad weather
and a promotional lag hurt at the box
office. It appeared at one time to be a
loser, but “On The Square” finished in
the black

Because of the performers involy
all Jocal talent, and the e
profit, we hope this year's show will be
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Humphrey Forces Ponder Movement To StopK ennedy

By JOSEPH ALSOP

e

Hiimp
Fig 6, stark | I\ idwagtecn stop
Kennedy movement, which might
also become a promote-Humphrey
movement, at the Midwestern
Democratic conference in Milwau
kee, Wis.. on March 3 through 7
The conference comprises {he
past and present stale chairmen
and other Democratic Party offi-
cials of 13 Midwestern states
Sen, Kennedy, who addressed the
conference last fall, will be absent
this time. Sen. Humphrey will be
vigorously pr ddress the
main dinner meeting, Gov. Soapy
Williams of Michigan, who is not
g cand himself but
st fielp in stopping Ken
will_also turn up (o nig
a speech. In addition, the Humph-
rey forces look for help  from
Democratic

pre - co
formed, ¢
br Agstal an)l catdinle
Humphrey, who is one of the
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SEN. JOHN KENNEDY
Ready For Primaries
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even at this
y early date, letting
the stop-Kennedy idea influence

their planning, It is a proof. if
you like, of the length of the
lead that Sen. Kennedy enjoys al
present, in a Democratic pre-con
vention contest which is already
almost as hot as in a normal con-
vention year.

MMAGE 1S KEY

From the standpoint of his com.
petitors, the annoying and dan-
gerous point about the lead en.
joyed by Sen. Kennedy is its grass
roots origin. By some means or
other—perhaps because they just
like his picture on national maga-
2ine covers—an asfonishingly high
number of voters all over this
country have acquired what the
\1ad\\nn A\or\le analysts call
“positive ima, of the young
Massachusetts senator

As anyone knows who has done
any doorbell-ringing, this positive
image is by no means limited to
the Roman Catholics and mem-
bers of other religious groups who
naturally wish to see the end of
the rule that presidents must al-
ways be white, Protestant Ameri-
still sig- cans.
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‘It's Not The Principle—It's The Money’
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Valentine’s Day has had it
It's trademark,
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Simple Faith

And again
vations assent to long and com
ated creeds and catechisms
church would ask simply for assent to
the Savior's statement of the substance
of the law
, with all thy heart and with all
soul and with all thy mind and thy
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Editors, The News
N behalf of St, Mark's congre

gation and Church Council
let me thank you for the splendid
coverage you gave to St Mark's
centennial celebration. You gave
us plenty of space and promin
ence that were in keeping with
d e the importance of the anniversary
at marshmal-
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SEN. HUBERT HUMPHREY
To Battle Kennedy?

ern Democratle conference s to
convene, Is an interesting case
in point. In this state with its
heavy farm population, othet Dem
ocrats logically ought to d. a lot
better than Kennedy. Pollsters this
reporter has found to be careful
and reliable have made tesis
All candidates were run against
Vice President Richurd Nixon, In
the outcome. this Wisconsin poll
showed Eennedy beating N
a hair — 50-t; to 49
same pull showed
Sen. Humphre
defeating Sen Symington
by a margin just above 60 to 40.
For precisely this reason,
Gov. Nelson is reportedly le
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The Democratic party seldom
enjoyed such almost embarras.
sing riches in the candidate-
atables. 1f Kennedy's popular sup-
port fades or falls off, or if the
other  candidates project  them-
selves successfully in the months
1o come, the odds will actually he
against the Massachusefts sena-
tor bec vouth, his limi-
\ed experience, and his religion,
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‘Flexibility” Fashionable
Word In West's Diplomacy

By WALTER

WASHINGTON

’I‘TIE new word in Western

diplomacy is “flexibility.”

1t has become fashionable bes

just under the surface of the of-

ficial formulae there is going on

in Washington, in London, and in

Bonn, a reappraisal of the Ger-
man problem.

It is a wholly false picture of
what is going on to suppose thal
the issue in this reappraisal is b
tween surrendering and standing
firm, between appeasement and
principle, hetween being soft and
being strong

The real issie, to which the
reappraisal is addressed, is whoth
er 1o stand pat on positions that
have become untenable or (0 move
to new positions from which the
Western Allies can recaver the po:
litical initiative.

A FOCAL POINT

Let us take Berlin for a con-
crete example, remembering, of
course, that it is only the focal
point of the whole larger German
problem.

At present there are two
streams of traffic between West
Berlin and West Germany. One
which is much the larger, is civil
ian ftraffic. This traffic is ri
lated by an agreement between
the West German government and
the East German government and
it is by this traffic that the civil
ian population of West Berlin lives
and does its business.

The other traffic is military. It
is between the British. French

and Amer forces in West Fl'r~
many and their garrisons in West
Berlin. This traffic is ated
by Allied agreement \nlv the So-

viet Union
TRAFFIC CHANGE

Moscow has now said that if
there is no othier negotiation about
the status of Berlin, it will on May
27 turn over to the East German
government its authority over the
ffic. 1f this is done
it will mean that at the check
nts on the highways and rail-
roads and canals Allied military
traffic will be met by East Ger-
er than by Soviet offi-

immediate and  specific
ons about Berlin are (1)
we do when we meet

ese East German officials: and
’Zr what will the East German of-
ficials do about our military traf-
fie?

KEY DIFFERENCE

This is where the difference be-
tween an “inflexible” and a “flex-
ible” policy shows itself. The in
flexibles say that we do not recog-
nize the East German govern-
ment, and that we cannot, there-
fore, allow them to have anything
to do with our traffic to Berlin
The flexibles reply that as long as
no one interferes with our traffic
to Berlin, it does not make any
difference  whether the official
who stamps the papers wears an
East German or a Soviet uniform.
hey add that if Dr. Adenauer
allow East German offi
mp his papers for the civili-
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an traffic, he is in no position te
insist that President Eisenhower
be more inflexibe than he is
himself.

USE FORCE?

In speculating about
force to keep open accoss
lin. fhe first question
whether we
0 10

the use of
to Ber-

t German off
points on the
fight because official - who
wails o, soe papers carried
by the truck wears an East Ger-
man_uniform, or do we fight if
he closes the highway? The flexi-
bles say that @ hlockade of West
Berlin is a fighting matter but
that whether the official is Fast
German or Soviet 1s not a fighting
matter

The s say
thal to_announce you
about the otficial “at
point is not a strong f
foolish one, and hecaus
m it is weak. ILis weak

at the check-
iy. Do we

moregver,

t umm-m) be united to
ght a world war on such an idio-
tie issue

BRANDT FLENIBLE

As we know, the mayor of West
Berlin, the highly esteemed Willy
Brandt, can be counted among
the flexibles. He has suggested
that the East German officials
might be recognized as “agents”
of the Soviet Union. An easier, and
as good a way, to accomplish tha
would be to ask a
rantee of access to
West Berlin until a new status
can be arranged by negotiations
covering the two Germanys and
the two Berlins

What we want is (hat West Ber-
Tin should not be Hlockaded and
strangled, and thal Berlin should
become again the capital of a re-
united Germany

This flexible position is a strong
one. We stand firm on the sube
stance, which is that West Berlin
is not to be blckaded We are
indifferent to the formalities
which do not matter as long as
access to West Berlin is open,
We keep alive our real abjective,
which 15 not to maintain West
Berlin as an island within East
Germany, but to res fore its stat-
us as the capital 1o which
all parts of (mmm, must have
equal access

1t may well he |
Union will refus re
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U the Soviet
duarante

Union will

find itselt in a dangerous. posi

tion
It will hav
mans a 10 impose a
blockade, woild be an e
of war, and it um be committed
10 come
East Germans i
war
This is- a much big
than Moscow has eve nkm be-
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