Searchlight On Murder

Home,

No study of murder is com-
plete without a search for ways
to prevent this tragedy — this
shameful waste of human life,
says Dr. Ralph S. Banay, well-
known criminologist. In con-
cluding this series of five ar-
ticles, he presents his views on
how capital crimes can best be
prevented.

. .
By DR. RALPH S. BANAY
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today’s society, what can we do
that would reduce the tragedy,
waste and
shame of the

We can do a
great deal

Like every
other social
reme » ef-

fort must begin be
focused upon, lhz home and
the child. But rtant con
hutions must be expected also
from the schools, the churche

n\‘u: nml social groups and so0-

clety at la
\lur.lrr and other viole

n fac
of nealy all achievemer
in morbid o pathological si
tions, where it escapes restraint
and surges into lawless chan-
nels, does it become the destroy-

ing agent of vented rage, re-
crimination and hate

The problem, therefore, is to
foster and promote the con-
ess!

structive uses of
that it will s
ests of life .iuk-“ ment -
cess and the pursuit of happi
ness.

. ..
CONTRARY TO OLD assump-
tions, murderers do not run to
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type. They vary widely in their
pliysical and psychological pra-
files. So the study of murder is
Iy based upon an individ
essment of each person
mits the capital crime.
However, certain parallels
and similarities help to throw
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In cases of sudden murder, it
often appears that the killer has
s acted in a normal, ra-
manner except for those
moments when he carried
out his act. Yet further investi-
gation nearly always discloses
that the murder was the culmin
certain inner c
and frustrations that
caused lifelong tensions

Also, there is often a history
{ a succession of episodes indi-
cating that the killer had some
physical or emotional impair-
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have
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1f such indicators of instabili-
ty or malfunction could be
found at an early age or before
the person gets into serious
trouble, he might be helped to
remedy his diffieulty and the
lives of his possible victims
might be saved.

the most effective
cautions would be
riness on the part of par-
physicians, teachers and
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children of marked emotional
disturbance or disfunction that
could lead to serious complica-
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Such symptoms as repeated
hes, dizziness, fainting or
ttention could be the
s of disorders that might

ot behavior later,
Even the presence of minor dis-
figurement, remediable physical
cts or subnormal sight or

hearing could be the cue for
therapy that might save
child from tragedy.

Parents and teachers owe it
to themselves and their charges,
too, to prevent the spreading of
contagions other than physical.
There are times when ynsavory
and unwholesome associations,
threatening to lead to wayward-
ness and worse, can be discour-
aged by no more than a friendly
counseling word.

SIMILARLY, OCCASIONS for
sexual license and perversion
an incitement to them, are
more more easily prevented
than are their consequences
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An earnest attempt to counter-
act the disadvantages of bigness
in this day of the organization
man might foster a feeling in
the rank-and-file individual that
he is a valued aide, however
%umh!c his job, and not just a

cog in a gigantic machine.

In churches, clubs and social
service organizations, as well
as in ordinary daily contacts,
cultivation of an atmosphere of
goodwill and concern, with a
readiness to listen to the trou-
bles of the unfortunate and of-
fer at least counsel, can give to
a man or woman on the brink of
desperation the slight lift need-
ed to renew the spirit of fortitude
and achievement,
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One sometimes hears of a
man or woman who attributes
a narrow avoldance of a des-
perate act to a kind word or a
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School Textbooks Selected
Only After Careful Study
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News Raleigh Bureau
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cost or delivery time might
make them competitive. In that
event sealed bids are called for
from publishers, Since the state
spends around three million dol-
lars a year for textbooks the
price of a book is important
but the price is not considered
unless the text is on the ap-
proved list |

After evaluatron reports have
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Commission, and before forn
adoption is made, opportunity is
given publishers to present their
cases to the Board of Educa-
tion
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