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Local Lawmen Support A Just Cause

RIVATE prejudice and public apathy
combined to defeat Motor Vehicles
FEdward Scheidt’s plan for

If the law enforcement officers of
Charlotte and Mecklenburg County have
anything to say about it, 1959 will be a
different stor City and county police
representatives made a strong and wel-
come pitch for “some type of scientific
tests for intoxication” yesterday and the
double endorsement was firm enough to
impress any legislators within hearing

Another attempt will definitely be
made to get appropriate legislation
through this year’s General Assembly.
It is a major point in Commissioner
Scheidt’s program and it will be a major
shame if Tar Heel lawmakers turn their
backs again

All that is required is that the re-
sults of scientific tests for intoxication
be made admissible in evidence in North
Carolina and that a scale of evidentiary
values be adopted for the interpreta-
tion of these tests.

Section 20-138 of the state’s General
Statutes provides that it shall be unlaw-
ful for any person who is under the in-
fluence of intoxicating liquor to drive
any vehicle upon the highways of North
Carolina, The Supreme Court has said
that a person is under the influence of
intoxicating liguor within the meaning
of this statute when he has drunk a
sufficient quantity of intoxicating bev-
erages to cause him to lose the normal
control of his bodily or mental faculties,
or both, to such an extent that there is
an impairment of either or both of these
faculties.

Impairment is merely guessed at to-
day in most drunken driving cases. The
Taw leaves the matter to eyewitnesses—
mostly police officers—who can be very,
very wrong. If the guilty are to be con-

victed and the innocent protected, the
testimony of evewitnesses must be sup-
plemented by evidence of a more scien-
tific ure.

Th are several different ways to
measure this. But all intoxication tests are
based upon the generally accepted prin-
ciple that there is a direct correlation
between the amount of alcohol in the
blood and the effect of that aleohol on
the individual. Body fluids other than
blood may be used in tests because al-
cohol aftains a concentration in all the
issues of the body which contain water.
An equilibrium is attained, for example,
between the concenfration of alcohol in
the blood and alcahol in the urine or in
the breath.

The most common objection to alcohol
lests is the argument that some people
are affected by a given concentra-
tion of aleohol than other people. This
is true. Recognizing the varying alco-
hol “tolerance” of individuals, scientists
have established standards for interpret-
ing the tests that are to all individ-
uals. These standards have been tested
and approved by the American Medi-
cal Association and {he National Safety
Council.

No one should he forced fo take a test.
Physical compulsion directed toward an
accused person to give a blood sample,
blow up a balloon, give a urine speci-
men or submit to a spinal tap would pos-
sibly constitute an unconstitutional
means of securing evidence. To give
further assurance of fair play, the statute
should not allow the prosecution to com-
ment upon the defendant’s refusal to
submit to a test

Nevertheless, such a law is needed to
aid the judge and jury to reach more
accurate and just decisions in drunken
driving cases. The General Assembly
should oblige.

Do His Remarks Apply In Georgia, Too?

SI“\ Herman Talmadge of Georgia must

be aware that his constitutional
amendment to give exclusive control over
schools to states and localities is a pipe
dream.

Because of its origin and purpose, it is
unlikely to clear Congress or even the
Senate. One might speculate that it is
an enunciation of policy more than a
seriously-conceived piece of legislation.
In tandem with Sen. Johnson’s eivil rights
bill, it would keep pressure off the
schools while the South cooperates more
steadfastly on voting rights for Negroes

But Sen. Talmadge did wreath his bill
in statesmanlike words. Remarking on
“the unspeakable hypocrisy of using chil
dren as pawns of political expediency
he said, accurately, that the “real losers
of (closing schools to thwart desegrega-
tion) unfortunately will be those who
will have the least to say about it—the

school children of the South and their
parents

Wherever directed, his words have a
direct bearing on the present crisis in
Georgia, his own state, which has been
for some months the scene of a tense
combat of words between parents and
state officigls, In these verbal maneu-
vers, newspaper, clergy, and PTA spokes-
men in Atlanta have made known their
wish to keep the schools open even if it
means s desegregation.  But the
state's political chieftains, Including Gov.
Vandiver and Sen. Russell, vow their de-
termination to enforce state law and close
them. The fact is that the parents of
Sen. Talmadge's own state capital have
had plenty to say about closing schools.
The ruling political coterie has ignored
them.

ct, Sen. Talmadge ha
great concern for parents and children.
But the fact remains that their petitions
have been so far disregarded in Atlanta.

In The ‘Hinterlands,’ A Show Of Pride

‘HARLOTTE'S captains of culture
needn't shed bitter tears over Tnz
News' “revelation” yesterday that spc
extravaganzas outdraw the arts in the
Queen City.

The cheering thing is that attendance
at cultural events has grown so during
the past decade t nyone would dream
of comparing it to the turnstile count at
wrestling matches and baseball games

Let’s face it. Only a small minority
of Americans read serious books, listen
to serious music or seek serious pro-

grams. But it is more significant to know
whether this minority is increasing or
diminishin, n to know how lar is
C it has never heen

tastes are rising el than to
know prec b h ihey are, for
they e never been espe y high b

standards.

ncouraging in  Char-
ice at cultural events
that the level of faste

in the community is

This is certainly indicated by the num-
her and f turl e prises.
the I support. 1t is

nigh quality of the
hat d to be

Paul Flowers In The Memphis Commercicl Appeal
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Ike And The Republican Party: An Uneasy Marriage

By DORIS FLEESON

WASHINGTON

\""H,F? Republicans were com-
plaining at Des Moines about
President Eisenhower's failure to
lead his party, the President was
playing bridge at his Maryland
mountain retreat with his crony,
George E. Allen, Allen is the Mis-
sissippian who has parlayed a few
southern jokes into a host of cor-
porate directorships and a hand-
some share of this world’s goods.
e Camp David bridge week-
end in truth and in fact typifies
the dollarsign image which dis-
turbs the Republicans. The Presi-
dent has always preferred as his
personal associates men who like
Allen are associated strictly with
money-making and the heads of
the great corporations. They are
ready-made symbols of “big busi-
ness’ and “vested interests” —
labels the GOP now seeks to shed.

THEY SIMMERED

During the first Eisenhower
term the White House staff
achieved at least an apparent pro-
portion between the President's
work and play Hours, his politi-
cal and personal associates, But
with his increasing need for re-
laxation he has spent much more
time with the Allen types and
much less — if less be possible
— with the politicians.

As Samuel Johnson long ago re-
minded Lord Chesterfield, no man
is well pleased to have his all

Civil Rights

*And What Do We Do About These Darn Eisenhower Republicans?”

neglected, be it ever so little. The
1i ¢ an wheethorses sim-

epu
mered, especially members of
Congress, but they recognized that

the President is stronger than his
party and, until after the 195
election, managed a reasonable
facsimile of nonchalance,

Now Is The Time

By WALTER LIPPMANN

WASHINGTON
T WOULD be a good thing
if Congress could deal with
civil rights legislation early in the
session. For later on, especially
in the spring and during the sum-
mer, there are likely to be many
distractions. There will be the u
al traffic jam of bills, and in all
probability there will be spectacu-
lar events in foreign affairs. Now,
and in the next few months,
there is an opportunity to pay
attention to the great issues in-
volved in the field of civil sights,
It will be useful to take stoc
of the present position—as secn
from the point of view of those w
wish to realize, not to resist and
to nullify, the enjoyment by Ne-
groes of the constitutional rights
which are now denied to th
More precisely, we may ask our-
selves what is the situation in the
field of affirmative action by Con-
gress?

RIGHT TO VOTE

The answer, broadly speaking,
is that legislation to protect the
right to vote has a far bette
prospect than legislation directed
against segregation in the public
schools. It has a better prospect
of being passed by Congress with-
out a serious filibuster, and it has
a better prospect of being ac-
cepted and observed in all but the
deepest and darkest South.

There is, of course, a close con-
nection between the degree of re.
sistance fo a bill in the Senate
and the degree of resistance to a
law in (he states affected.

For all practical purposes one
may say that civil rights legisla-
tion which is opposed by virtually
all the southern states will in
practice be nullified in tha south-
ern states,

THE ROAD AHEAD

Beginning in the late summer
of 1957, It has become clear that,
in respect to Congress, the r
forward is that of legislation
protect the right to vote. Tt
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SEN. LYNDON JOHNSON
Right To Vote Comes First
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vence Brock, energet
Democrat, telephoned

was shown in the Civil Rights Act
of 1957, the first ecivil rights legis-
lation of any kind to pass Con-
gress since the end of the Re-
construction period. This act au-
thorized federal intervention in
the states to protect the right to
vote. It was passed without a
filibuster when, but only when,
the administration agreed to de.
lete what was known as Part IIT,
which would have authorized fede
eral intervention against segrega-
tion in public schools

k' VITAL DISTINCTION

This distinction between votes
and schools is in practice today
the distinction between what Con-
gress may he able to deal with
effectively and what it cannot now
hope to legislate about or to en-
force if it could legislate. This
distinction is at *he core of the
Johnson compromise on the rules
about cloture to stop a filibuster,
In this compromise the southern-
ers in effect agreed not to filie

buster legislation fo pro-
tect polifical rights if they re-
tained the power to filibuster
against legislation ahout  social
rights, Rule XXII as amended
says that legislation may be killed
by filibuster if the swhole South

is united against the legislation.

IKE'S REACTION

‘The existence of this distinction
has now been confirmed as the
working rule both by President
Eisenhower and Sen. Lyndon John.
son_ The Presidert did this at the
National Press Club conference on

Ve y, January 14th. He
was asked this question: “In 1957
Congress passed at your sugges-
tion a civil rights bill dealing
largely with voting. Do you think
the Congress should pass ecivil
rights legislation dealing specifis
ily with probl rising from

segregatio The Presi-
ied, “1 think when we
the field of law here we

be very carzful. I do believe
in the law concerning voting. . .

JOHNSON'S BILL

cal
school

A few days later, Sen. Johnson

introduced his pro ta pro-
tect civil rights. 1t is a bill to ex-
tend the life of the Civil Rights
Commission do  something

about the tomhings in the south

ern states, to set up a mediation

and conciliation service in racial

conflicts and to y
5

are agreed in p

This; then, i
the way forward

gro people in
the deep South, th as
Sen, Johnson said ey

can do to help themselves,

They were also able to pretend,
until Bernard Goldfine's vicuna
fell heavily on the shoulders of
Sherman Adams, that it wes all
the fault of Adams. The smashing
defeat of last fall has now re-
moved the inhibitions of many of
them, as Des Moines showed.

They are aware, too, that if the
President were ignoring them in
favor of the nation’s sclentists,
community leaders and molders
of public opinion, it could be
turned to the advantage of his
party. But cven the most conser-
vative politician learns in the

practice of his trade that no one
group can be relied on for coun.
sel: that a balance of pres
sures is the only safe guide,
For the most part if the Presh
dent did get political advice from
i it would

Allen, who came up through the
political jungles. Allen could tell
the President the exact score at
Des Moines,

But Allen is playing the rols
with Eisenhower that he did with
Presidents Roosevelt and Truman
— the role of the friend who pre.
sents no problems. So far as a
long record shows, no cause or
difficulty has ever seemed to him
important enough to cause him to
step out of character.

IKE'S COMPLAINT

The President, of course, has a
defense in his quarrel with hig
party. It needed him and put him
to work for which in important
respects he is not suited. Now ft
is complaining that he is_differ.
ent, when it is not he who has
changed.

What Washington is more curl.
nus about is what solution can be
found for the next two years
when the uneasy marriage of the
two must persist. e governs
ment cannot fall, as it would in
Britain, and the power — used or
unused as it may be — still rests
in the White House.

‘I've A Good Mind To Start Talking Back!’

People’s Platform

A Commentary On
South Carolina

Cheraw, 8.C.
Editors, The News
TIIE gueat state of South Caro-
lina s peop!

on the ele
youthful Gov. Hollings

We have just completed a study
of his first message to the Gen.
y now in session, ,
at the time is over.
ding tax, as our
state needs revenue
those people who are emplo
here and pay tax in other
where they live, Also a sales ta
should be put on feeds for stock
and removed from medicines for
the sick and suffering. We feel

and right that

beer, win
ch T
anytime should be pro-
ited by law — that the licens.
ing age for driving a car should
be at least 18 or 20.

We, the cltizens of our state,

young peor

seeing
olels,

can't see why our state and coun-
ties can't build good schools for
all, as we have noticed that the
sales tax collected for the first
six months of 1958 was §22 mil-
lion

i
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Feature On Museum

Praised By Director
Charlotte
Editers, The News:

P RHAPS you can imagine my

irprise at finding the ar

ticle on the museum program

this last year in the paper so

on and under the heading
cess Story for 1958."

The article itself is excellent.
It certainly spells out in a very
cumplete way the intent of the
to expand its services

the community as well as &
4 ntation of what we ae
ere able to do this last
ng to achieve our ine

u again for am
well-written and clear are

icle concerning this museum
¢ ity.
—JAMES W. MANLEY

Director
Children's Nature Museun

Iraq Is Slipping Behind The Iron Curtain
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following Persons' instructions,
“fighting” him on it

In fact, White Housa Counsel
sld Morgan, second in power o Persons,
has joined in urging Tke to keep hands
off the civil rights controversy. Per
sons and Morgan are willing to let the
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but urge him not to help imnlemen
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Staff’s Reaction
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On the other side,
Bill Rogers s working be
to line up the full power
the White House behind the
He would like to b
for example, in arcas

T want you to

Mor

i school

on ¢
taff i
It ism't

y le:

a ip
White House s

hts ment

integration deci si

Attorney Genera

nd {he scene

d pre
Supre
fox

stige of

ne (ity's

that re- dency.

fuse to comply
Court’s inte

. : As
s powerful ety

the ad
Persons from Alabama,

vie

he bandwagon rush for

with  the
tion orders.
5 sounds too punitive,” objected

Suprems

u result, the lines are drawn in.

hower administration over

Ike is now following
his righthand man, Gen.

5

e of

cer. Personal & Confidential

New York's busy new Gov. Nelson
Rockefeller has found time to make only
one change in his Commerce Depart

He rushed through the appoint

the ment of Oren Root as deputy coi

(Root is the man who started
Wendell Will-
nominated  him.)
assignment is to

1040 which
confidential

e federal contracts for New York
ssmen .

Democrats are maneuvering for the 1960
presidential i

. While other big-name

nomination, New York

Mayor Bob Wagner has quietl
al launched a campaign for the vice pl'll'z




