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A SEE ..\.lﬁ WEEK ) WAS VISITIN ' BUNGLETON
sosm BACK ONTHE
KW!‘DIS 1+ TAAT QLWANS MAKES

ARAIN ... \ HAD TO
S ME

SPARKS...1
THOUGHT OF
THAT,.. BUT

SITTIN' THERE /

QW &‘\\—

OVELORN

DN E n X e
- BLA.. ! = WELL ..\
s
fots’ LOTERING?

Dear Mme. Chante: I am a like very much to correspond
man, 34 years old, 5 feet, 11 inch- with a young man whohinthe
es tall, weigh 202 Ibs,, medium Army or Navy, between the ages
brownskin. I would like to hear of 31 and 39, 5 feet, 911 inches
from serious minded ladies be- tall and stationed in California.
tween the ages of 25 and 40. I I am 5 feet, 4 incheg tall, weigh
will answer all letters and ex- 120 Ibs., black hair, light com-
change photos. G. L. Da RFD plexion. Will answer all letters
3 Box 25A, Columbus, Miss. and en photo. Hope to hear

LR from you soon. M. E. Collins, 7412

Dear Mme. Chante: I um a

?%W#'Prof Doodle

S. Stewart, Chicago 21, I,
young lady, 21 years old, 5 feet, sise
6 inches tall, weigh 128 !hl», black
straight hair. I to cor-
respond with men not over 45
years of age. Will answer all let-

Dear Mme. Chante: I would AROUND A LONG

BEEN
+2YT'S NOT HOW

am 31, 5 feet, 7 inches tall, 158

ters. Send photo. Shirley Ann Ho- lbs., brown complexion. I am in-

gan, 2511 Atkingon, Detroit 6, terested in marriage. Walter E.

Mich. King, Route 2, Box 180, Ker-
aee nersville, N. C.

Dear Mme. Chante: You help-
ed my friend get a nice girl. How
about me? I would like to meet
a nice young woman between 18
and 25. Race or doesn’t
matter but lh;h. must nn;‘ weigh
over 130 Ibs. must neat
clean and willing to go along 'l& future. Miss Velma M. Graha,
me to have future security. 1 12D Pennith Rd., Kingston 5, Ja-
T 3, 35 Inches all, welgh 138 maica, BWL.

Ibs., and have light complexion.
If not sincere, please don’t bother

Dear Mme. Chante: T am a
very lonely girl and would appre-
ciate having American pen pals
who are interested in marriage.
I am 20, brownskin, looking for
the right person to share a happy

sse
Dear Mme. Chante: T am a gen-
te. E. Pryor, 5628 S. Calu- tleman of 38, 5 feet, 11 inches

WHAT ABOUT THESE DIRTY 91“§1s AND ll.\-E'(S

“ﬁ “MSWV
unmnm-usmmmr

7 TS FILTR
LLY MISTER ALDERMAN...
EhcooN

to wrif
met, Chicago 37, IlL tall, weight 196 lbs., tan complex-
“ne ion, keen features, black straight

Dear Mme. Chante: I would hair, good dresser and like all

She Just
Wanted To
VOTE

We ask you fo consider the case of Mrs. Louise Lassi-
ter, who was not only denied the right to vote but whose

attorney has been jailed and
took her case.

Mrs. Lassiter decided in the spring of 1956 that it was

time for her to register to vote.
She wag 41 years old, the mother

of three children, and had lived in |op

Northampton County all her life.

Ordinarily when a person de-
cides to register, he or she sim-
ply does so. However, it is differ-
ent in many parts of the South—
and Northampton County is part
of the South. It is in northeastern
North Carolina.

Negroes make up 68 percent of
the population in that part of the
state and Mrs. Lassiter is a Ne-
gro. Just a few hundred Negroes
are registered in her county and
they got on the rolls only after
the utmost patience and persist-
ence. There are literacy tests and
all sorts of gimmicks to discour-
age and defeat registration by Ne-
groes.

RIGHTS GROUP

Mrs. Lassiter’s husband, Lloyd,
had been registered since 1950.
He was and is moderator in Dis-
trict A of Northampton County for
the Progressive Civic Union
Halifax and Northampton Coun-
ties. This is an organization of
Negro citizens seeking to gain
equal rights.

The Lassiters own a small farm
on 2 back road near Seaboard,
which is also the name of the pre-
cinct in which they would vote.
Mrs. Lassiter went to the regis-
trar’s office with this thought in
mind:

“If more people vote, I think
we'll have more freedom. It
would give some of the colored a
chance of run for different offic-
es. And it would cause the white
people to pay more attention to the
rights of the colored.”

Her husband says: “The whites
feel that if enough Negroes vote
they will run the country. I don’t
feel that way; it makes no dif-
ference who runs as long as he's
qualified. I'd just as soon vote for
him as for anyone else. If a man
is not qualified, whether he's
white of colored, then he won't
get my vote. I think this is a gen-
eral (eeling smong Negroes.”
MoM THRE]

Mrs, Lassher agrees with this
She thinks this kird of feeling
will mean a better world for her
three children — John Willie, 4
years old; Miss Shirley Dean
Lassiter, 18 and Miss Claudia Lee
Lassiter, 15. The younger girl is
in high school and her sister just
graduated.

It was May 5, 1656, when Mrs.
Lassiter went to the office of

B

instructed Mrs. Lassiter to ex-
under the amended section and to
ask the'state court to interpret
the law.

So on June 22, 1957, Mrs. Las-
sier tried to register again. This

the literacy test and was not al-
lowed to register. The County
Board of Elections, the Superior

haust the appeal remedies set up |

time she refused outright to take ¢

Attorney Who Tried To
Help Her Gets Jail Term

| registrar.

sports. T like to travel, own my
own home and car; have a good
sense of humor and not the jeal-
ous type. I wi to corre-

spond with young iadies, 18 to 25.
Please send photo in lefter. Vic-
tor, Batista, 2511 Atkinson, Detro-
it 6, Mich.

sae

Dear Mme. Chante: T am inter-
ested in hearing from a clean cut
worthwhile man of good habits
and character between 40 and 48
around 5 feet 10, brown or light

complexion, njce looking and in-
Walker’s attorneys, Taylor and terested in meeting a nice worth-
Mitchell, contended that the elec- While lady of good habits, charac-
tion law itself is so vague that it ter and reputation. I am
;ioeshnothpu! a citizen on notice as
o when he might be viola it b
e ot o YAlRtIE 1 DY The. T would like to get married
self is a violation of Walker's m a!m' several single years — it

sttutional rights. nn find someone suitable. I

posed to have done to disturb the

42,

Court of Northampton County,

James Walker, JrLouise Lassiter On October 8, 1958, the Staf

and the State Supreme Court up-
held the registrar, Mrs. Taylor.
LITERACY TEST

Mrs. Lassiter has now returned
to the federal courts for relief.
She declares that the requirement
of a litercy test is discrimina-
tory and violates her rights
der the 14th, 15th and 17th Amend-
ments to the U. S. Constitution.

She is represented in this ac-
tion by James R. Walker, jr., 34-
year-old civil rights attorney at
Weldon, N. C., in Halifax County,
and by S:muel S. Mitchell and
Herman Taylor, lawyers in Ral-
eigh. Walker is the only Ne-

gro attorney in a six-county area
in nnrthelsum North Carolina —
Bertie, Gates, Halifax, Northamp-
ton, Warren, and Hertford Count-
fes.

His father, James R. Walker,
sr., taught school for many years
in the lastnamed county, znd it
was there that the attorney was
born. His mother still teaches at
Statesville, in the western end of

fined several times since he

the registrar, Mrs. Helen H. Tay-

Mrs. Taylor refused to register
Mrs. Lassiter and at least 25 oth-
er qualified Negroes of Seaboard
Precinct because she said they
failed to pass a literacy test. Mrs.
Lassiter said she was disqualified
because she mispronounced three

words, including *“Indictment,”

the state. The family moved to

County during and even after Re-
construction but there had been
none in office for at least 50 years.

Soon he was employed by o
Mrs. Lassiter, the attorney had
occasion to observe Mrs. lelof
examining a Negro man w
wanted to register. He had bean
alled to the registrar’s office by
other Negroes refused the right to
register. The office was in the
general store of Mrs. Taylor's
husband, what one might call a
public place.

READS TOO FAST

The examination involved writ-
ing a section of the State Consti:
tution while Mrs. Taylor read it
aloud. “She was reading so fast
that the registrant couldn't possi-
bly write it down,” Walker de-
clared. T insisted to her that
these people had diplomas from
mshtuﬂunl attesting to their liter-
acy.”

Mrs Taylor charged that Wal-
ker shook his finger at her across
the table when discussing the
matter with her. She also said

. cripple me and drive me

te ¥
Supreme Court threw out the in-

in the so-called assault case and
awnld.nl Ippenl action on
fine. Bof fines were levied
on the :ame of facts that re-
mlted in the Imhct.ment whicll
was killed by the high eourt.

Walker declares: “The real
ll:att.hhcn-hm t they don't .

intend to nave any Negro law-
yers practice in this section. They
threw the book at me to try to

out.
They used the criminal law to
interfere .with my practice of tht
law and as a psychological weap-
on to scare away ents
keep me broke.

“I stand up as a matter of right
and not as a favor. This is a new
development in approach to law
practice so far as Negro lawyers
are concerned.”

Citizens of northeastern North
Carolina have organized to sup-
port Mrs. Lassiter's right to reg-

. I prefer a man
me city, close by or will-
this city. And one
wullnl and able to support a wife.
%00 Do not want to hear from curos-
ity seekers, insincere
men wanting a pen
ested write to learn more. Please
enclose rholo Mari Bell, ¢b F.
2322 Guildford, Indianap-

“en
“Dear Mme. Chante: I lm seek-
ing a lady between 25 and
color or race doesn’t matter as
lm ag she is sincere. I am 37,
5 feet, 7 inches tall, weigh 168
Ibs., black hair, brown eyes, me-
dium brown skin. I have no chil-

and dren but would welcome a child

not over two years old. Please
send photo in first letter. Roland
Todd, 312 E. 55th Place, Apt. 23,
Chicago 37, Il

Dear Mme. Chante: I am writ-
ing in hopes that you can help
me as you have mln{I others. I
am 32, 5 feet, 10 inches tall. I

when required to read a section

Satesville many years ago and

the attorney was boisterous but

‘ere persons or
pal. If inter- =

of the North Carolina Constitution.

She asked the U. S. District
court to stop election officials
from using the literacy test to de-
cide if a person is qualified to

young Walker did not return fo
the eastern section until 1956 —
about the time Mrs. Lassiter
decided to register.

he denied this. He was jailed on
charges of disorderly conduct and
trespass, ordered to pay a $100
fine or spend 90 days in jail.
Fred after two days, he appeal-

ister without taking a literacy would ‘like to meet a young lady
test; to protect her right to coun- between 22 and 25, well groomed

sel, and to uphold the right of and with a background in night

her attorney to t h e rlife and cafe society. She must

sent CHIE!
without being harassed and al- be willing to work for the greater EEAR,

vote. Mrs. Lassiter is not illiter-
ate. She completed one year of
high school and has no trouble
reading such material as court

On a visit to his native sec-
tion, Walker recalls, “I saw so
many people without legal coun-
sel or guidance of the type they
wanted. Any Negro lawyer who

most driven out of the area. things in life. She must be a real
Leading citizens in the six-coun.-fancy dresser and understand life.
ty area formed the Walker-Lassi- Please don't write if not inter-
ter Defense Fund to help finance ested. Send photo in first letter.

ed this penalty.
ASSAULT CHARG!

Meantime, Walker was also
charged with assault on a female

opinions handed down in her case.
CHANGE

In April, 1957, just seven days
before her suit was to be heard
by a threejudge federal court,
the North Carolina General As-
sembly amended the law relating
to registration but kept the liter-
acy test. It did set up a :ymm
of appeals from the
Tegistrare, ducioding Eppeslss o
the highest court in North Caro-

ina.

Two months later, the federal
court agreed with Mrs. Lassiter
that “there can be no question
but the Article VI, Section 4, of
the State Constituion was, when
enacted, void as violative of the
State Constitutron was, when en-
acted, void as violative of the
provisions of the 14th and 15th
Amendments to the Comutuuon
of the United States. and voting.

The judge did not declare the Walker recalled that Negroes
amended law unconstitutional, but had held office in Northampton

tried to represent a client in this
section had to get a white law-
yer as associate in the case.
BOSS’ LAWYER

“Negroes had to employ the
boss’ lawyer when they needed
counsel. The' boss advances the
money and then deducts it at the
end of the year.”

Now Mrs. Lassiter ‘didn’t want
a boss’ lawyer to represent her
in challenging the literacy test.
She employed James R. Walker, ¢
jr., and he was glad to take the
case.

He had already been active in
efforts to elect Negro leadeérs like
Dr. J. A. Tinsley, a physician, to
the Board of County Commission-
ers. In fact he had been cam-
paign manager for Dr. Tins-
ley and other Negro candidates in
an effort to stimulate registration

(Mrs. Taylor) and disturbing a
registrar in performance of her
duty. This was all based on the
contention that Walker shook his
finger at Mrs. Taylor.

He was fined on t.he
charge of assaulting a femals
The appeal was lost in a techm-
cality and Walker was jaile
again when he was unable to pny
the §500. He was released when
friends paid $200 on the fine and
promlsed to provide the rest lat-

Then Walker was fined $50 on
the charge of disturbing the reg-
istrar. A four-month jail sentence
was suspended. The $50 fine was
appealed to the State Supreme
Court. When the case was argued,
even the state attorney generll'
office admitted the whole business
was pretty weak.

Assistant  Attorney  General
Ralph Moody said he questioned
whether the indictment sufficient-
1y spelled out what Walker &5 sap-

the efforts of these two people to John L. Johnson, 133 W. Washing- femi Awolowo’s* Wes

win their rights. Members of du
Defense Fund feel that their in-
terests and the welfare of all cit-
izens of the South are deeply af-
fected by these cases.

270 Millionaires

NEW YORK — (UPI) — There
are an estimated 270 Americans
with an annual pre-tax income
of $1 million or more. Approxi-
mntely 600 are in the $500,000 to
mxmvn bracket; 22,000 in the
?l ,000 set and 89,000
in the $50,000 to sxooow class,

o
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ton St., mpley. Tenn.

Dear Mme. Chlnu. I have seen
that you have helped so many
lonely ones find happiness in life.
So I am asking you to please help
me. I am a single man, 29, 5 feet

5 inches tall, brownskin. 1 am
loolnnx for a young lady between
18 and 27 — someone who is look-
ing for the better things. I wlnt
to get married to the right girl
Life could be great. Will exclunge
photos and answer all letters.
Jimmy Carter, 1227 S. Spauld-
ing Ave., 1st floor, rear, Chicago

23, IL

Carloadings Down
WASHINGTON—(UPI) — Car-
loadings on the nation’s Class I
railroads declined 14.9 per cent
in 1958 to 30,206,494 cars £ r 0o m
35,500,148 in 1957, according to
the Association of American Rail-
Toa

African Becomes
Queen'’s Counsel

A. WILLIAMS

LAGOS' — Chief F. R. A, Wil- was widely read.

liams, minister of justice and at-
torney general in Premier Oba-
tern Nigerian
Government, became Nigeria's
first Queen's Counsel in an im-
pressive ceremony in Lagos.
The distinguished 38-year - old
Nigerian law officer and noted
criminal lawyer is believed to be
the first African to be so honored.
Chief F. R. A. Williams is with-
out doubt one of emerging Afri-
ca’s most able and promising law
officers and statesmen. Frederick
L Rotimi Alade, known to all his
friends and colleagues as “Timi,”
was born on December 16, 1920.
Chief Williams was educated at
the Olowogbowo Methodist school
and the C. M. S. Grammar school
in Lagos. By 1939 he was enroll-
ed at Cambridge university where
he obtained a Bachelor of Arts
degree in three years. He also
read law as his father, Thomas
Ekundaye Williams, did before
in Gray's Inn.
Returning to Nigerla in 1043 as
fully qu

N YOU SPELLHE
'e' uvte:gu...u"vno'_ ONE

articles under the

ied barrister Chief

Wl].lhmx launched

into practijce on his own. He

quickly gained fame and popular-
ity as a criminal lawyer.

In 1946 Chief Williams married

Miss Beatrice Oladunni Moore,

daughter. of another barrister.
‘There are three children of the
marriage. In that same year a
Master of Arts degree was con-
ferred on Chief Williams in ab-

sentia by Cambridge university.

Chief Williams entered politics

by joining the Nigerian Youth
Movement. He bec:
contributor to the press, wnnng

ame a regular

Early in 1952 Chief Williams
was installed the Apesin of Itoko
in Abeokuta. Two years later he
was honored again by being nam-
ed the Bobajaro of Lagos.

Chief ‘Williams is a leading
member if the Action Group of
Nigeria, the party which under
the leadership of Premier Oba-
femi Awolowo is in power in West-
ern Nigeria. He was appointed a
special member of the Western
Nigeria House of Chiefs in 1954
and became Minister of Justice
and Local Government in the
» Awolowo administration.

When a separate portfolio of lo-
cal government was established in
1957 Chief Williams retained his
post as Minister of Justice and
in 1958 was, in addition, appointed
Attorney General.

Chef Williams, a staunch cham-
pion of freedom and individual li-
berty, was a key member of the
Action Group delegations to the
Nigerian Constitutional Conferenc-
es held in London in 1853, 1957
and 1958. With Premier Awolowo,
Chief Williams played a major
role in getting fundamental hu-
man rights entrenched in the new
Nigerian constitution which will
come into effect with Nigerian in-
dependence on October 1, 1960.

Chef Williams was a leading
member of the Action Group dele-
gation to the recent All - African
Peoples Conference in Accra. The
Manchester Guardian earlier this
month asserted that Williams and
his eolleague, Chief Anthony Ena-
horo, Minister of Home Affairs
and Midwest A!hu'l in Welurn
ngerm “stood o abwe all oth.

“The Gentleman with a Dulter."

Nationalism was at its highest
'pel.k in Nigeria at the time and
Willams®

regular column

()

The Nigerian delennl were hard-
headed realists who took the edge
off the strident clamorings of the
East Africans.”

a




