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THURSDAY, JANUARY 1, 1959

A Report To Our Readers

The Minutes Of The Last Meeting

[KR everyone else. we ars turning

over a new leaf today.

Good resolutions are as much a part
of New Year's Day the bowl game,
hog jow] and blackeyed peas. But, as
Oscar Wilde once mused. the fatality of
good resolutione is that they are always
too late.

The real troubls is that tha past i
more or less indissolute. It is almost
impossible to sever it from the presenl.
However many new leaves may be
turned over, there is always something
scribbled there from the past.

Consequently Tre News traditionally
takes this opportunity to sl with its
readers something we call “The Minutes
Of the Last Meeting” It s a review of
our goals and achievements during the
year just past and a red-faced confession
of tome of the priza bloopers we have
committed.  Finally. it gives us an op
portunity te look ahead into 1858 and
rededicate ourselves to some continuing
causes.

We can thank our readers for the
achievements. We have only ourselves
to thank for the hlr:npgrl..

§ usual, 1ast year's events served us
up a nice bait of crow. We grave-
1y assured all who would listen that
France's Gen. Charles de Gaulle was a
better diagnostician than a physicia
and couldn’t begin to cure the republic’s
{lls. As it happened, he made a rather
beginni Call us

1f you must, however, for we still harbor
a few dark doubts about his professional
skill regarding a cancer called Algeria.
But, by all means, let's wait and see.

We were dour dissenters when it
came to the administration’s handling of
the Quemoy crisis, too. But the bluff
and bluster of Secretary Dulles got re:
sults—if only temporary in nature—and
we are happy to admit it

Then there was the time when we had
Theodore Roosevelt settling the war be-
tween Japan and (horrors!) Germany
when all the time we must have known
#t was Russia and not Germany that
Japan was fighting. FEarlier, we came
out second best in the Great Debate over
homebaked pies. We even had a recipe
thrown at us by a hungry reader from
Rock Hill—which, we suppose, was bet:
ter than having a pie thrown at us.

Pass the salt, Dad. This crow tlastes
terrible.

N Charlotte and Mecklenhurg County,

the flavor of things was much more
satisfying. We campaigned long and
hard for a cleanup of the mess in City
Recorder's Court and, by year's end
noted important reforms in the conduct
of the court's business —and more in
prospect.

Our long editorial campawn for the
consolidation of the city and county
school systems was also paying off. Even
now the two school boards are at work
on ways and means to accomplish this
necessary task.

Consolidation of the city and county
tax offices, another News editorial proj
ect, was in the works, too, by the end of
the year.

Meanwhile, Tre News plumped hard
for the merger of the city and county
police departments and was gratified to
see a joint committee go to work inves
tigating the possibility

But one of Tae News' most vigorous
editorial campaigns was for an urban re-
development program to rid the com:
munity of the blight of Brooklyn's
slums. This, too, was actually in the
works when the year ended and federal
money had already been allotted for
planning. L R

NOTHER of the year's most gratify-
Fs ing moments arrived when the
county's juvenile diagnostic center came
in{o being after some lusty drumbeating
in Tae News' editorial columns

Tie News spoke out early and often
for a united fundraising campaign for
the fine arts and that. fon became a
reality during 1958 with the first drive
to he held some time this year

In the Jocal political arena we sup
ported J. Spencer Bell in a apirited
threeway battle for Mecklen g's seat
in the State Senate Tis victory, we
firmly helieve. was good for the entire

community. Throughout the vear we
made frequent attempts tn promote more
political vitality on the local level—ty

no great avail. Bul our advocacy of the
two-party system hereabouts was undi
minished in tone and volume.

In higher education was a hanner
year. We gave our all the Charlotte
Community College System and the re
sults exceeded our fondest expectations
An overwhelming vote of confidence was
given Charlotte and Carver Colleges
during the Nov. 4 bond issues, and
earlier, tax support for the {wo institu
tions was extended to include tha en
tire county.

Tue News continued ta support the
City School Board in its thoughtful ef
forts to meet the requirements of the

de

Supreme desegregation
decision. We backed the city's per

Court's
met

road plan. efforts to pre .

y of the downtown shopping district
nsion of city services to the perim.
eter, and stern messures to treat tha
On the

juvenlle delinquency problem.

other hand, we had a few harsh words
to say to the City Council about its han-
dling of tue court scandal and the firing
of Police Chief Frank Littlejohn

There were other major and minor
concerns but, all in all, 1958 was a great
year for community progress.

S

N the state level, THE Nrws was an
outspoken advocate of government-
al reform. The most hopeful signs of
life in this wide-open field came in the
courts where a special committee head-
ed by Mecklenburg's Sen. Bell was at
work. We supported. with no important
reservations, the Bell Committee's pro-
posals to give North Carolina a unified
ludicial system. At the same fime, we
urged that the state constitution be aver-
hauled from stem to stern and a com
mission I8 presently at work on the
project

We gave serious atlention during the
year fo role of the University of North
Carolina in the state and in the region,
urging that UNC reassert its leadership
in an era of great social turmoil. Our
editorial comments on the subject
touched off a statewida debate in which
the governor himself participated.

In the quarrel hetween UNC frustees
and the State Board of Higher Education
we urged a settlement of differences,
but one that would not diminish the
University's vitality and its capacity for
public service

We plunged into the dispute over new
state taxes and came up with the sug-
gestion that tobacen be the target if new
revenue simply had 1o be raised

There were other North Caralina edi
torial concerns—diminishing water re
sources, the surprising appointment of
Everett Jordan 1o the U. §. Senate. the
attraction of new industry—but they were
often overshadowed by regional proh
lems. We attempled to put into words
throughout the year our ideas about a
new South —its hapes. ifs apprehensions
Its dreams and its destiny. We urged
that it put aside its fears and face the
future with a faith that is at least as
strong as its memor

o e .
THE national picture during 1058 was
filled with too many triumphs and
tragedies to document in detail here
Little Rock continued to haunt the coun-
try’s conscience and we urged time and
again that the Supreme Court grant a
breathing spell so that desperate social
problems could be tackled in an atmos-
phere somewhat less tense than exists
at present

We proposed anti-recession measures
in vain and, through pluck or luck, the
nation emerged from its economic slump
without help from the White House. In
fact, the abdication of leadership in
Washington was one of the year's sharp
est tragedies with Dwight Eisenhower
hecoming more and more a part-time
President. The nation's disillusionment
was eloquently expressed in the Novem-
her election  But with the Democratic
Party's great victory came a greater re.
sponsibility. At times—particularly in
the party's relationships with its south
ern members—it appeared that the na
tional Democratic leadership could not
or would not pass the test

New crises erupted with frightening
rapidity on the international scene and
frequently the administration’s handling
of them left much tn be desired Thera
was a continuing need for new ideas and
new directions. The prospects in 1059
are not reassuring

Throughout the year, we gave readers
the best outside comment on current
problems being written in America. Our
stable of experts included Walter Lipp

man. Jaseph Alsop. Marowss Childs. Doris
Fleesan, Drew Pearson In addition,
there were special rescarch reports pre-
sented and editorial page articles hy
Harry Ashmore. Paul Green. Eric Sevi.
reid. Harry Golden. Gerald Johnson
Florida Gov. Leroy Collins. North Caro-
lina Attorney General Maleolm Seawell

Assistant Secretary
Snider and others
torial hook reviews of significant honks
by Ashmore, Golden. Alsop. Childs, Pear
son. Herbert Block, Field Marshal Mont
gomery. Jahn Frank, Henri Alleg
Genrge W Cable and Ina Woestmeyer

of Defense Murray
There were alsn edi

Van Noppen
OOKING shead. our editorial policy in
1958 w continue to reflect the
principles we have alwavs held dear af
Tue News—a deep belief in the im

ance and the dignity of the individual
and his ultimate triumph over any form
of tyranny. profound respect for our sys-
tem of constitutional government, great
confidence in America's resilience, stay-
ing power and willingness to sacrifice
for national ideals, and the firm belief
that mankind will eventually succeed in

saving the world and itself from the suf
cidal follies of its national fears, )
oiisies and ambitions for power

the time a man is a
success he can't eat anyihin imb
stairs or wear a dark bius suit — A

viLLe Crrizex-Tinees

By WALTER LIPPMANN

WASHINGTON
‘“R Rowland Evans Jr. wrote
M3 stary ihe other day about
» hig effort beng made in the
administration and among the
Democratic Senate leaders to
work out arrangements for the
conduet of foreign policy. This
is necessary, even when the ad-
ministration his a eommanding
majority in Congress. In the new
Congress thars could, at least
thearetically, be a series of stals-
mates. On this or that measure,
especially ([ it requires money
the Democratic majority could
refise Lo support the President
And also, on this or that project
which the Democratic majority
wants, the administration may
refuse to act

BIPARTISANSHIP

During the Second World War
and after. when the principle of
# bipartisan policy was estab-
lished, the basic problem was
how to persusde a majority in
Congress to support big pru-
ms initisted by tha execu-
There was, of course, the
conduct of the war itself, Thera
was the question of adherence

tn the United Nations, and to
the other international institu
tions, such as the World Bank,

the Monetary Fund, UNESCO.
There were the Iarge reconstrue.
tion measures, siich as the Mar

shall Plan and the formation of
NATO
In all theswe cases the prac-

tical political problem was how
the Demacralic administrations,
Roosevelt’s and Truman's, could
obtain the support of the mors
or less predominantly isolationist
Republicans. During the war this
was done by a general patrintie
unanimity, After the war, it was

done when Sen Vandenberg,
who had been an isolationist,
changed his mind, then carried
with him the bulk of the Re-
publicans,

STATUS QUO

The situation today is some-
what different. The Eisenhower
administration’s line of policy is
not to initiate great international
projects but to defend the status
quo, to resist firmly when any
non-Communist position is chal-
lenged but not to deliver any
substantial challenge to any ex-
isting Communist position. Al-
ways thera is some talk about
German reunification, and there
had been soma talk about the
liberation of the satellites. Yet
there are no indications that any
moves are contemplated which
will change the status quo and
lead to the reunification of Ger-
many or to national freedom for
the satellites.

Thus, we shall refuse to re-
move our troops from West Ber-
lin. But nothing is contemplated
which would challenge the So-
viet Union to remove its trooj
which surround Berlin and hold
Fast Germany and Poland and
Eastern Europe in captivity.

The Democrats will, of course,
support. Mr. Dulles in refusing
to give up anything under dur-
ess. Bul, even if they were
agreed among themselves on
some kind of constructive ini
tiative, the Democrats will not
he abis 1o compel the adminis-
tration to adopt it. For Con-
gress can lead the administra-
tion to water but it cannot make
the horsa drink Congress ecan-
not conduct tha foreign policy
of the United States. And it
ought not to try to do it Ita
proper role is to insist on be

VANDENBERG

ing informed, and in a position,
therefore, to hold the executive
accountable and (o debate in-
lrllignﬂy and responsibly what
hag been done or what Congress
is asked to approve before it is
o

NO FORMULA

There i3 no mechanical formu-
la by which relations hetween
Congress and the executive can
be organized. Mr. Evans said
in his story that some adminis-
tration officials are thinking
about “the recreation of an elite
corps of totally-informed legis-
lators who are continuously p
vy both to basic administration
designs and to the information
on which policy is being based."
If what the officials have in
mind 15 to give members of
Congress all they want or need
to know, they are thinking of

somathing that ought to he dona
as a matter of course

But in doing it, there ought
to ba no talk about setting up
“an elite corps” of specially
privileged congressmen. The
irue elite in the formation of
foreign affairs are the members
of Congress who will take the
trouble to study foreign affairs
and keep themselves in-
formed.

PERENNIAL PROBLEM

The problem of congressional-
executive relations is perenial
But it is complicated at
the present time by the way
Mr. Dulles conducts his office
Washington 15 the center of a
world-wide coalition, and Mr
Dulles for obvious reasons is in
command of our foreign rela-
tions, As such, he needs to be
in Washington most of the time,
all of the time one might say
except for extraordinary occa-
sions. Why, for example, should
he have thought it necessary
to travel from Mexico Cily to
San Francisco to deliver a
speech which could just as well
have heen delivered in Washing-
ton? And why does he now have
to go to Karachi just as Con-
fress i about to meet. while
Cuba is in turmoil, as Mr. Mi-
koyan is about to arrive, as the
situation in the Middle East is
80 confused and so explosive?

Mr. Dulles has often defend.
ed his travels on the ground
that face to face with foreign
statesmen he can settle problems
quickly which cannot he settled
0 quickly through dipiomatic
channels. But the facl Is that
while he is off to Karachi, or
fo Paris, or to Manila, to seitle
this or that, he is really out of
personal touch with what may
be happening in & doven nther
places. And in his absence there

mie Cuartorte News M. Dulles Should Upgrade Diplomats & Stay At Home

is nobody at the center of thingy
fn Washington whko has genuine
authority to make a decision

A most undesitable conse
quence of his personal diplomacy
is that it down-grades our em.
bassies abroad and all of the
foreign embassies in Washing.
ton. Mr. Dulles has taught the
world to think that nothing of
real importanice can be settled
except by him personally, that
all other contacts, except at
the summit where ha is, are of
secondary importance.

FUNDAMENTAL CAUSE

This is the fundamental cause
of the discontent within NATO,
not only of Gen. de Gaulle, who
has not been consulted nearly
enough, but also of the smaller
NATO powers who have to get
too much of their news of the
alliance from the newspapers,

The remedy is not to set up
another committee of consulta-
tion. It is to upgrade the ex-
isting diplomats and this can
be done as and when Mr. Dulles,
sitting at the center of things,
communicates seriously with the
foreign embassies in Washing-
ton :nd through the American
ambassadors abroad. For if this
hecame the practice, it would no
longer be assumed that nothing
of first rate importance ean
happen except when the head of
a siate or a foreign minister
emharks in an airplana for a
flight abroad

And if our diplomacy wers
conducted in an orderly fashion,
with the secrefary of state in
the capital of the Unitad States,
thers would be far more oppor
tunity for thosa informal con-
tacts with Congress upon which
understanding and good feeling
depend.

Republican Senators Face Their 'Uncertain Destiny’

By MARQUIS CHILDS

WASHINGTON
¥ THE 1ull before the congres-
onal storm a lonely band
faces an uncertain destiny. The
liheral Republicans in the Senate,
12 of them by charitable count
are making valiant sounds of
baitle.

But the dilficully, #s more can
did memibers of this beleaguered
company admit in private. is find.
g a piece of the political terram
on wlich they can stand, As Fis

enliower  Republicans  they find
President. Eisenhower dug mlo a
position offering them  no com

forting shelter whatsoever
ALLOUT FOR ECONOMY

The President is going all out
for economy and balancing the
budget. Tf this preliminary state.
ment on the sue of the next
budget means anything, all ex

penditures will be deeply cut ex-
cept for armaments, where there
will be an incease approaching
$2 billion over current

defense

ATKEN

spending. Even the Development
Loan Fund. which was to be ex
panded to $1 bilion a year. is to
be held to the present level of
$700,000,000.

The stern economy cry aut of

People’s

Preacher's Wisdom
Ripens In Old Age
Satish

ry

on wondersd

i The
[ IE oh
follow for A preacher
edicated

ac a preacher until ha gels 0 be
40 fin Is = mich hetter preacher
a0 than he was at 40 At &0

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

the Whita House is remuniscent
of the stand taken by Herbert
Hoover after the congressional
elections of 1930 went against the
Republicans. The encry in that
earlier time was deflation, with
a rapidly mounting total of un
employment. As viewed from the
White House today, the peril is
inflation. But the remedy pro.
posed is like that of 1931 and
'32 — cut costs, save money, bal
ance the budgel

HOLDING THE LINE

As the unhappy Heover srug
gled to hold the line and ‘re
store confidence” the Democratie
opposition had a field day. Such
wild-ayed radicals as John Nance
Garner were proposing staggering
sums — as much as $300,000,000
— for relief of the unemployed.
The Republicans in Congress were
demoralized.

Something like this could hap:
pen again, and the liberal Repub-
licans know it only too well. The
Democrats are bound to come up
with spending programs — mora
defense more foreign aid. mora
dams, highways, waterways al
home — that the White House will
try to repuise. For those who are
unemploved. for farmers who face
a further decline in farm prices
in 1939, for the West where tha
tide of industrialization has
slowed, these programs will have

appea
The liherals have in Sens
George Aiken and John Sherman
Cooper two able candidates for
the minority leadership. Aiken s
record fs in sharp contrast with
thal of the conservative candi
date, Senator Everett Dirksen. An
analysis by Congressional Quar
terly shows that on issue after is
sue Dirksen voted against the Ei
senhower  administration, taking
an asolationist and conservafive
line. In every instance Aiken
voted for the admmnistratian, and
that Is Cooper's record, too,

A MAJOR COMPLAINT

One of the major complaints
in the group is that the Pres:
dent has given them no recogni
tion. Sen. Alexander Wiley, rank
Ing member of the Foreign Rela
tions Committee, feels deeply that

Platform

he Iy heginning to get fo the
place where Nis wisdom has
tarted to get ripe, By the time
he i5 70 his experience begins tn
sound like it has common sensa
Ry the time he is 80 he has be
coms a sage
It peopla want that world of
peace they will have ta depend
on the wisdom of ags in piace
of the rashness of vouth
JAMES W. JEWELL

he has never had his due in ap-
pointment to international com-
missions and delegations. Aiken,
ranking member of the Agricul-
fure Committee and a leading au-
thority on farm prblems, feels
just as strongly that Secretary of
Agriculture Ezra Taft Benson has
ignored him in policy-making,
Regardless of how the contest
comes out — and the odds favor
Dirksen at the moment — the
liberals feel that by making a
stand fogether they are bound to
get more recognition. They will
have impressed on the country the

fact that thers are a dozen or more
Republicans actively opposed to
the stand-patism of the majority
And they will al have the
issue of civil rights on which they
can count for the deep divisions
in_the Democratic party.

This is not merely an ideologi
cal debate with an honorary ol-
fice as the reward for the win-
ner. Many of the liberals and
those in the swing group betweer
conservatives and liberals are up
for re-election in 1960, It is a
question for them of survival
since the trend that opt =0

many Democrats into office last
November may still be running.
With his military background
the President is a firm believer
in staying strictly to channels in
any and all negotiations. The de-
parture of Sherman Adams has
opened the White House door a
crack. But liberal senators who
have falked to the President re-
cently find him no more recep-
fiva to their problems and their
deas than in the past. They must
stand on their own feet and on
the record they are able fo make
if they are to stand at all

‘The Rebel Claims Are Greatly Exaggerated, And
That Shooting You Hear s Just Static’

In Alaska Even Hamburgers Are Sacred

FAIRBANKS Al ASKA many youngsters it has a chip on its
II“ est Tras y is Billy Gra- shoulder It bristles at criticsm like
am s definition claustrophobia; a Kodiak bear surprised in a berry
“An Alaskan in Texa patch. When word was published in
. Alaskan newspapers that T was about any place eise
It's ory deiight askans,
*ostore that deiights Alaskant. o "raport on a radio program that ham- 1 might add

fifth the size of the ather 43
more timber perhaps than all the other
states, gold, copper and precious metals
bigger crops, potatoes and cabbages than

in the world.
that they also b

Franc

*ome

o and New or
toughest months of our Civil War.

In 1863, with Confederate raiders get-
ting bolder and the British hoping to
:'a:n the South off from the North,

the Russian

to guard San
during the

For. as the biggest state prepares offi- by rgary in Alaska cost one dollar, i
Iy an: or , signs  of the most beautiful scenery, atroclous
CialuEa ity "‘:",”‘Jifm": :",‘,h""_';.“""; appea in  Fairbanks restaurants, weather, biggest mosquitoes and most ,n4 an’;‘”"‘m’;‘m‘”,‘:m‘.m’d Bri
proeamy. 3ty Tuifiars, L “DREW PEARSON NEVER ATE HERE energetic people to be found in any of the gouth, Tecognise
s —HAMBURGERS 35 CENTS” the 40 states. So he sent Bayard Tayloe with
When Mrs flen Fisher. Democratic  And on a Fairbanks TV program dur n oy ayard Ty th »
mal - camnifisewoman frim Alska, ing which T was hauled over the conls A Notable ‘Steal’ Btk s s talFoeslgn Muiotr
went fo Washinglon for the last com for a garbled Associated Press dispaich A few years ago the Soviet Belp. It was secretly. apaed (ot o
e meell four muit wiating that 1 had criticized Alaska. the was falking about (he American cuse Franceund Knglood Toesanisel the
g P i 8 tde  Fairhanks Chamber of Commerce sent of Alagka as if preparing for a b, Russia’ would ally :'z:r”m‘lzm the
h pug 'Y eSS 0 me three hamburgers for A dollar with o get it back. The idea of sl ally ftlf wind e
2 Laisally th con instruct hat 1 choke on them in  Alaska hack couldn't have hee Within DAl i tec
’ : N n fishy front of the TV camera serious, but the deseription of the § uiame O
ik Sl ® amlios prm 00C.000 price tag for Alaska a5 & “steal’  Part of the secret (ndarct
prenl ip Mt ihe wiaws Not Even Hamburgers SR S e R ol b i e AnAK A
SR Cotie But commifieewom Alaskans have fought hard for state much bigger steal than even Moscow of the Russian fleot cperativon which
an Pihee! v ap e #d the hood and they don't even want their realized, for neither most Russiana nor was later worked out thro Yoo
. : R Alaskan fish hamburgers belittled  They want %  most Americans know that the S.000000 chate of what was sonson
t only It Aliska proud, biv like mads clear that they have am ares one- was 4 concealed peyment for the cost of Alasica | T considen




