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North Carolina Must Spurn This Knife

And if thy right eye offend
pluck it out And if t
hand of fend thee, cut it off
it from thee .

’I‘H,\T Biblical admonition from an
alien age and surrounding would ap-
pear to be the sanction under which Vire
ginia and Arkansas are shutting down
schools under the threat of desegrega.
tion

Certainly a system of free, universal
public education is the right eve and
hand of a democratic society

The weapon by which this right hand
Is to be cut from these states is, as so
many have said. & double-edged weapon
It cuts hoth ways

To be sure no Negroes will enter the
schools. But neither will any whites en-
ter them

It would be wholly inappropriate now
for North Carolina to assume an atti-
tude of self-righteous superiority be-
cause she has managed in pursuit of her
middle way to avoid the use of this
treacherous knife. To witness this trag-
edy elsewhere is little more comforting
than to witness it on our own soil

Yet as the ground of massive resist-
ance hegins to quake treacherously for
Virginia and Arkansas, the firm ground
of moderation and accommodation be-
ging to seem more stable than ever. It
by-passes the humiliating alternative of
seeing social mores broken down, as in
Little Rock, at gunpoinl. It by-passes
the other alternative of closing schools
and leaving children, who have not been
consulted, without sure means of educa-
tion. It seems clear that any possible
“private school” system which would
work equitably, and without costing a
new fortune, would be so close fo pres-
ent public systems that it would be in-
terpreted as such by the courts and
Judged accordingly.
Pearsall Plan there was in-
stalled in this state’s constitution a mech-
anism for closing schools in “intoler-
able” situations. It has been our firm

resolution to take the course of law and
order—with emphasis on the essential
goal of getting on with education of both
races—which has kept us from having to
use this drastic mechanism. Let us not
gloat, but simply be thankful that this is
50

At the same time it should be recog-
nized that barring a change in outlook
the road ahead for a moderate middle
way will be difficult. The Supreme
Court has not explained, but has left to
A pronouncement “in due course.' its
support of reversal of the Lemley de-
cision—which would have granted a two
and a half year stay of integration at
Little  Rock Until  that explanation
comes, we have no way of knowing pre-
cisely how it will interpret “all deliber-
ate speed” in light of the inference that
Judge Lemley was not competent to in-
terpret it The indications are, however,
that the Court is determined to press
ahead with implementation of its 1054
decision—even at the risk of provoking
more disorderly, riotous resistance

At the other pole, men of the school
of Govs. Faubus and Almond seem de-
termined fo press their last-ditch resist-
ance to the Court till school doors may
be bharred and weeds grow waist-deep
on the playgrounds

The increasing friction hetween these
two poles—unless the President dis
penses with his own cruel extremities of
weak words and federal troops and as-
sumes some leadership—will onlv cre-
ate more trouble. It will alsa incline men
to take adamant positions under one
standard or the other

The peril of that increasing polariza
tion of opinion is a peril to North Caro-
lina, whose citizens have chosen to ig-
nore both extremes. In this tragic day
when we witness Virginia and Arkansas
reaping the whiriwind they have sown in
“massive resistance,” we will do well to
rededicate ourselves to any and all ef-
forts ta save our publie schools for all
children,

The Community Takes A Giant Step

OUBTING Thomases to the contrary
notwithstanding, the City School
Board has taken a sevenleague step
toward a single public education system
for Charlotte and Mecklenburg County
Even the more impatient proponents
of a merger should have been gratified
last week when a joint session with the
County School Board was finally viewed
with approval. The city board made it
known with commendable firmness that
it was not dragging its feet and that
progress was indeed being made
This Is precisely what the community
wanted to hear. Now that the matter is
settled, let both boards roll up their
sleeves and get to work on the practi-
cal problems involved in consolidation
Certainly this is no time for ancient
jealousies to rear their hoary heads. If
ever there was a need for a friendly
spirit of cooperation it is now

The two school boards will not only
have to decide where they are going
but how they will gel ihere with the
least stress and strain. A multitude of
details will have to be thoughtfully
thrashed out before a complete master
plan can be drawn up for the commun-
ity's scrutiny

Of course, the community as a whole
must be prepared to exhibit the same
kind of enlightened interest in the out-
come. There is nothing quite so impor-
tant as the education of our children
The task before us today is large It is
to perfect a plan which will give Char-
lotte and Mecklenburg County a better
and more efficient system of public edu-
cation — one that has enough vitality
and flexibility to meet the needs of all
our children

It can be done.
will be done.

It must be done. It

Out Of The Pan And Into The Fire

\ JTHILE other nations scrap among
themselves about Quemoy, Arah
nationalism and possession of the Davis

Cup, West Germany is only interested
in winning friends and influencing al
lies. In fact, one of the fledgin

lic's magazines, Bunte, has a
list of “remarks” German fourists may
safely make to natives of other countries
in order to “make them like us more.”

When in France the German traveler
i advised to say. “I admire the beauty
of your women and the wit of your
He will tell the Swiss that their
railways are the best” and the Span
ards thal they are “the last aristocrats

men
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People’s
Platform

Charlotte
Editors, The News:
HE campaign for Congress in
the Tenth District is putting
me o sleep.

1 am a recent arrival in the
Yes, I come from the North.
It is a section of the country
where there Is a heated rivalry
between the Democrats and the
Republicans for office. All candi-
dates come out swinging. They
don 't pull any punches. They give
each other the devil

1 am convinced that this is the
only way for politics to operate.

Con Politicions Be

It is the only way for issues to
he made and for the voters to get
idea what the candidates real-
ahout the issues and what
they intend to do about things in
general

Here the congressional candi
tes are (0o busy being nice to
Neither seems to have
strong conviction about any

h ol her

any
real hot Issues or about each oth-

er
How is a new arrival going to
make up his mind? How can any-
one got interested in such a cam.
paign?
And how can the candidates
themselves stay awake
— JEROME EDWARDS

Voters Get Service
From Rep. Jonas

Lincolnton
Editors. The News
M OST of the important work of
*™% any congressman is done off
the floor of the House

Rep Jonas has an important
assignment on the Appropriation
Committee where a great amount
of his time it spent. Exen so he

has a near perfect record of at-
tendance and voting on the House
flnor.

Another important part of a con
gressman’s work is taking care
of the requests of his constituents.
There are thousands of Demo-

crats and Republicans who can
attest that Charlie Jonas has done
a superh job. I personally know

of two instances here in Lincoln
County where for 40 years people
walked a half mile to get their
mail out of a rural box. Charlie
Jonas to work on it and
il is delivered right

to their door.

This is the kind of service the
people of the Tenth District have
been getting from their congress-
man and I don't think the yoters
will soon forget the efforts of Char-
lie Jonas in their

behalf
— CHARLES EUREY

Give The Southland
Its Freedom, Please

Charlotte

shana. the Phi
have heen freed
Free the

communism
yshington v

—MACK SINCLAIR

Let Him Have Dose
Of ‘Own Med1qng' ;

¥ <. The Ne

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

Editors’ note
a brief workand play vacation

rolumn is written by an assistant

McNamara

Geo

Drew Pearson ls on &
Today's

far in bad weather, how would
he like to walk so far, and it
pouring rain? Such folks as he
should have a dose of their own
medicine, don't you think? I've
been a reader of The News a
good many years and this Is the
first time T've ever got stirred up
50 bad I've written to the Peo-
ple’s Platform.

— MRS. ED. HART

News Knocked For
Knocking Ike's Stand
Charlotte

Editors, The News
VE read The News' editorial
page since a sapling in my
teens, In the great majority of
cases I've disagreed with its opin-
fons on national and international
policy. Never. however, have [
read such unobjective, unanalyti-
cal rubbish as I did in The News
of Sept. 15 in an editorial cap-
tioned: “One Day Soon: A Pup-
petless Theater.”

That editorial, which purported
o he a refutation of Eisenhow-
er's well.reasoned stand on U. S.
policy in the Formosa Strait, easi-
ly equals anything one might read
in any slavish Communist medi-
um, The edilorial was patently
anti-anti-communist, cowardly, and
filled with hall truths, It's dis-
graceful that free men's eyes and
minds were subjected to it: in-
deed, I's unworthy of intelligent
eriticism

~J. R. CHERRY JR,

Abstinence Doesn't

Guarantee Salvation
Charlotte
Fditors, The News
l MUST answer your correspond-
ent_ who exhorts us 1o pray for
Billy Graham. empty our refriger-
ators of beer and whiskey and be
saved
God forbid that mankind should
approach his Creator in terme of
such insipidity

Man's salvation is not a phy-
sical condition; it is not dependent
upon anything he eats or drinks,
nor is it dependent only upon his
prayers or his pious acte and con-
fessions

Within himself, from the very
depths of his soul, mankind comes
each to his God in the beautiful
mystery of faith, hope, charity,
compassion, forgiveness and hu-
mility

Abstinence from beer and whis-
ky may be an admirable social re-
finement. Let us not. in our blind
self-righteousness, make more of
it than just that

—EDMUND GEOFFREY HYDE

‘A Searching Struggle
To Build New South’

Charltte

Editors. The News

T SEEMS very sirange fo me
that in the (hinking of some

southern-minded people there

a
liey

t association of what
have taken upon themselves 1o
call our problem of “race rela
tions'* with the recent race riols

in England
First of all, there
il any

s very little,
correlation hetween the
h & theary,

sons a measure of cons:
that fas they put it! we are not
the only colorless people who are
having “problems” with their
darker skinned fellow-men. This

consalation has a pseudo-hasis be.

ortedly, the majority of

the British people, unlike their

! shite, American breth-
ern iwho believe religiously (n
their “'southern way of life"
pride themselves on their human
relations which are, supposedly
hased on respect for the human

This same ma
natlonality was

Tom

to American

rgians F

same vehsmence
{mperialism
Moral Rearmament {“;I chiefi;

American juvenile delinquents con.
stituted the greatest portion of
white involvement. These young
delinquents were not fighting so
much becsuse of race hatred and
prejudice but because the occa-
sion afforded some action for
these energy-filled children. A
judge, through court action, meted
suitable punishment to these
young white offenders. Of course,
in some “southern-way-of - life
state - righters - Negro-hating-
white - supremists - exploiters -
of-ignorance” states in our Deep
South, such justice is apparently
unknown and is certainly not tol-
erated

Surely the actions of these
vouths in Britain do not represent
the majority of Sir Winston

Churchill's own great British Em-
pire, as Faubus of Little Rock
claims the actions of a handful
of hoodlums represent Arkansas,
and, as the Communists claim,
represent the America of Abra-
ham Lincoln, Ralph Bunche, Billy
Graham, and Martin Luther King.

An interesting bit of factual in-
formation appeared in the May
issue of a science journal, Tt
seems that a professor at Ohio
State University, Columbus, Ohio,
made a study based on the ge-
netic distribution of the popula-
tion of the U. §. This study shows
that according to U. 8. standards
(one-sixteenth of a drop of “Ne-
gro blood" in solution with fif-
teen-sixteenths of “white blood"
formulates a  full-blooded

Congressional Campaign Puts Voters To Sleep

gra” — whatever that is', there
are 28 million “whites" of Negre
ancestry; that contrary to the
1950 census there are nol 16 mik
lion Negroes here in America bub
43 million; and that between the
ten-year period of 1841 and 1961
there were 155,500 Negroes who
are consciously or unconsciously
“'passing” as “‘white.”

T mention the above study ¥
bring out the fact that we are
not engaged in & racial siruggle
for identity but within each of
us, as Americans, there is &
searching struggle to build from
the ruins of the past a New
South in which we can ALL live
with- reverent pride and with

di o
e CHARLES JONES

‘Please! Please! Be Kind To The Poor L'l Kitty’

Truman To The Rescue

Quemoy And The Democrats

WASHINGTON

HERE s a touch
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yond reascnable doubt, it is also
the n of “"Truman's war,
th punchy epithet that the

Republicans composed to make
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