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Biography Of A 70-Year-Old N

It was a Charlotte Saturday
afterncon in the old days — 14
shopping days before Christmas,
Dec. 8, 1

Horses neighed and champed
at the hitching rails, and the
country people were in town
spending cotfon money. Cotton
was selling for 9.8 cents a pound
and Cleveland had just heen
“elected out of (he White
House "

Young Carev Dowd was driv-
ing through for a diploma at
Wake Forest and the inventive
wizard, Thomas Edison, was
threatening to put print shops
out of business with a talking
newspaper called tha phono-
graph.

Within a stone’s throw of In-
dependence Square, drawing the
interest of the Saturday crowds,
was a great groaning and st
ing and anxious confusion—for
The Charlotte News was a-born
ing and about (o emit ils first
zestful cry upon the sireets—a
zest and a cry which heralded
these 70 unbroken years,

‘Wade Hampton Harris was the
young editor and publisher and
proprietor of The News. He was
also reporter and business man-
agec and subscription solicitor
and bookkeeper. He was The
News,

This first papec in 1888 bla-
soned proudly at the big mast-
head — “The Charlotte Ne
but it was a title that was to last
for just three editions, Saturday,
Monday and Tuesday. On
for some unex-
d reason, the paper came
“The Dally News" and
remained that way for years and
years. It did, however, retain
on the little masi-head inside the
title, ““The Charlotte News."

Editor Harris took not the
trouble nor the space to ex-
plain the change. And Editor
Dowd continued it for a long
time with no further explana-
tion.

Baby Finds Favor

But a new newspaper had
been born and it quickly found
favor, not only among its read-
ers, but among editors of jour-
nals across the state as well.

A “beautiful newspaper,” said
the Wilmington Review. The
Durham Recorder, The Wil
mington Messenger, The States-

ille Landmark and The Raleigh
News & Observer welcomed The
News with enthusiastic com-
mendations, as did many other
newspapers.

In Charlotte, of course, the
reception was hest. Just two
weeks after the first edition hit
the streets of Charlotte The
News led all othe papers
in city circulation. The subscrip-
tion list is said to have neared
1,000, not bad for a metropolis
of just 10,000 population.

There was, in those
days, as is the case now,
for The News to talk
Scheduled courts, train wrecks
a couple of killings, deaths =
weddings, and a very sensation-
@l collision between a street ca
and a horse and huggy — they
were all news-making events
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announcement that wedding and
death notices would be pub.
lished without charge. And when
The News began taking quite a
bold stand on controversial
questions. a trait which has re-
matned steadfast, interest be.
came even more lively

Seventy years ago there was
the matter of the railroads,

rather strong school of
said im no uncertain
imunity would be
ut them.

One
thought
terms the

better off Their
arguments. though not enpugh
to stop the railroads, were

enough to demand some consid-
eration.

Editor Harris went to bat edi-
torially for the railroads when
the question arose whether
rail line to Lancaster, S. C.,

was needed, He demanded the
line, through News editorials,
saying it “and a dozen others if
sufficient towns could be found
to build to™ should be laid.

that he
inde-

1t's easy to see now
was right. Bul it look
pendence then to say so.

The News was a Southern pa-
per, therefore Democratic.

But when the newspaper came
to life the Democrats were
rankling under the defeat of
Cleveland and plans for a res-
toration of the Democratic re-
gime were being talked. The
News became a part of those
plans

A Washington curlo<pmnlen|
who remained unnamed, kept
the newspaper's readership in-
formed of activities in na-
tional capital. When the She
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W. CAREY DOWD SR.

when cotion was selling for a
nickel 8 pound.

But Mr. Dowd had reau.rd
his ambition. He had The
though he had it in a ne
when meney was fight. It was
extremely doubtful that he would
be able to keep it

A Long Pull

One of his first moves was lo
transfer the newspaper mechan:
ical plant from its E. Trade St
locatian to a place on S. Tryon
L. He set up his two racks
ype and his hand press and be-
gan a process of dogged digging
to keep his paper.

The old cash book tells the
story best

There are notations in the
book indicating he accepted
hams and chickens and potatoes
in exchange for _subscriptions,
and clothing, coffee and shoes
in exchange for advertising

The paper’s price for survival
in the period from 1893 to 1496
was a long, hard pull

The young publisher, never-
theless, found money with which
to buy a teething ring when W.
Carey Dowd Jr., was born in Oc-
tober, 1893. The item was duly
recorded in the old cash ledg.
er

By 18% things had begun to

look up for Publisher Dowd.
That year he bought the weekly
Mecklenburg Times and the
year afterwards The Charlotte
Democrat, publishing the semi-
weekly Times-Democrat  until
1924,
When the Spanish-American
War car a]ung in 1898 The
News' circulation began to soar
By 1900 it had reached the high
point of 3,085,

In 1699 James Edward Dowd
was born and soon, no doubt, ac
companied his older brother,
Carey, to the newspaper shop
The Dowd brothers lite:
Rrew up with the newspaper

An  unfavorable happening
made 1903 an important . year
for the struggling young journal
—The Charlotte Chronicle was
organized as an afternoon pa-
per to compete with The News,
thus dividing the not-too-gener-
ous revenue.

The difficulty continved until
1914 when Publisher Dowd
bought out his competitor and
again had the afternoon daily
ut competition

field wil

Growing Days
In the meantime the Queen
had stretched its ten
and was growing by leaps and
bounds — increasing in popul
n to 18.081 in 1900 from 11.557
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1893 - 1927

become one of the established
newspapers in North Carolina

The 1910 census gave the town
34,014 people making Charlotte
North Caroling’s biggest city.
The News, of course, kept
as Publisher Dowd announced
plans to erect on the present
News site al #th and Church
Sts. a fine, threestory, fire-
proof, brick and concrete strue-
ture

owth

Another big vear in |
of The News was the year 1914
In Europe a war flored and
with the war came a break in
journalistic comservatism
in head writing. Nothing like the
war had happened belore and
the old style, tiree-bank head:
line just wouldn't fit the occa-
sion. Streamers went across the
top of the page

As circulation  climbed up.
ward from 8000 in 1914 and
headed steadily toward 10,000
News personnel grew loo, and
the paper, as an institution, be.
gan to take iis place a5 an im-
portant part of the community’s
economic,, life.

When the U d States en-
tered the European conflict in
1917, The News
equipped with machinery. It had
a building full of Limiype ma-
chines, job pr a big (then)
newspaper press and offices.

The War Comes

But with the war came a time
of great confusion—in The News
organization as well asin other
businesses, Young men were
joining the Army and there was
a great turnover in personnel.
Carey Dowd Jt, just ot of co
lege, joined fhe Armerican
p!‘dlllnlmrv Force along with
other members of The News or-
ganization

It was during the war time
that readers really became hun-
gry for news. By reasm of ils
afternoon newspiper time, The
News carried the great majority
of spot war reprts.

Circulation went beyond
the 10,000 mark, a figure boost
ed considerably by extras and
street sales.

The war ended. the soldiers
returned home and the country
returned to something spproach-
ing normal
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one more
day con
and w
a normal new
but one which made
with the Charlolte pt

The News advanced
step, putting on Sun-
s, first in black

olor, It was

during the period from

1930 and den ds on Lhe news-
paper were heayy. The Queen
10 sweep

1920 1o its 82.685 of 1930

d pe

howes
din

n them in &
the. memb
tion were his riends
Some of them had worked with
him since the early diays of the
newspaper

organiza-

W27, he died,
ews build-

Community Booster

Dowd Jr. became

1 and general ma
es Edward Dowd
president. The latter
to the organiation
ons in  business

W. CAREY DOWD JR.

1927 - 1947

elsewhere. He became editor-in-
chief of The News in 1932

By 1997, The News had be-
come a public-service institution
with a strong desire for com-
munity improvernent.

The same year Cameron Shipp,
a News reporter, was senl out
to tour the slums of Charlotte
and describe, in a series of ar
ticles, what he saw

Stories by Shipp about tum-
bledown shacks and the general
condition of the Blue Heaven
and Brooklyn areas aroused the
public,

City officials, spurred to a
tion by the public, went to work
to solve the problem. Mayor Ben
Douglas ordered a city housing
survey and the Housing Author-
ity was set up the following
year. In 1940, Piedmont Courts
and Fairview Homes, both low-
cost housing units, were under
construction. By 1946 a stand-
ard housing ordinance was a
part of Charlotte law.

As early as the 1930's a blan-
ket of smoke bung over Char-
lotte, blackened buildings 2nd
even affected the taste of food.
‘The News deplored the condi-
tion and so did its readers. In
late 1940 the Charlotte Council
passed a smoke-abatement ord-
inance and secured an engineer
to carry out the program

While all this was going on a
friend of The News was spend-
ing a miserable time in a hos-
pital at Morganton. Tom Jimi-
son, lawyer, preacher and news-
paperman, had committed him-
self to the State hospital for the
insane,

Jimison became acquainted
with all members of the staff,
and with all the patients, In
1941 he was dismissed and im-

mediately set about telling the
story of the hiospital — ‘Ot of
the Night of Morganton.’

He told his story in 16 chap-

ters and they started people
roughout the State talking
ol the conditions of the

State's institution. State officials
ardered a special investigation
and Jimison's reports were con-
firmed. A program of reform
followed.

Changing Face

The front page
change during the

began fo
> 1990

Headlines declared that the Ru:
siags and Finns weren't g
along. Hitler. they said. was
trying to take over Europe

rmans captored Poland

with e

on th

and al each

hum! Nazis are bored by tame

war,” a News headline said

Things in Furope got holter

3 e war news got
As in the first war, the

time variat un hM\mn Europe
and the Ur e

the exican capital a
after he had arrived there on a
Guggenheim Fellowship.

That same year a draft swept
through The News office.
eral young men went right out
the door with it. Among them
was a inny youth named
Marion Har

While older }

ing back
The Army

readers laughed over them and

when the columns were pub-
lished in a book called “'See
Here, Private Hargrove,” The

News made quite a to-do about

But on a Sunday afternoon in
December the city turned its at-
tention to a more s
pening. It was
News staifers raced back to the
office 1o publish an exira edi-
tion that told the dramatic story
The Japanese had attacked
Pearl Harbor. The United States
had been drawn into what would
be a world conflict.

The News again went on a
war-time schedule, feeding news
dispatches to a public that hun-
gered for foreign reports.

So many of The News' em-
ployes had gone off to war that
the paper in mid-1942 started
sending out a mimeographed let-
ter called “News From The
News” to its representatives
around the globe. The News had
72 men and women in uniform,
including J. E. Dowd, who
turned over the editarship to
Burke Davis in 1942 and joined
the Navy

Meanwhile, Publisher Dowd
worked with other Charlotte
leaders to have war industries
established in Charlotte, He be-
came chairman of the War In-
dustries Commiltee which was
instrumental in getting new
plants in the Charlotte area.

With the coming of the war
and new plants to Charlotte lo-
cal coverage changed radically.
Morris Field, the Army Air
Force Base, the Charlotte Quar-
termaster Depot, the U. S. Rub-
ber Co.'s shell-loading plant, Na-
tional Carbon Co. — they all be-
came prime news sources.

There was no shortage of
news and certainly no shortage
of readers as circulation
climbed comfertably over the
50000 mark in February, 1943,
and kept going up. There wa:
however, a shorfage of news
print. The editorial staif found
themselves weighing every item
carefully.

When V-J Day came and the
men and women started return-
ing to civilian life a newcomer
arrived on the Charlotte scene.
He was Harry S. Ashmore, a
Greenville, S. C, newspaper-
man, who had attracted atten-
tion before the war with his
astute  obser of South
Carolina politics

Ashmore's
for The

editorial  writing
News focused national
ion on him
y le
tive editor of The L Rock
Ark., Gazette, where he recent-
Iy won a Pulitzer prize for his
editorials on his paper's segre-
gation stand

alte
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The
Harr
1893 occur

biggest change
Carey Dowd pald Wade
< $5.000 for the paper in
1947

since

red on Jan. 6,

o had been pres-

ident blisher since | s fa-

ther's

death in . announced
that The News had been sold to
a group of stockholders headed
by Thomas L. Robinson

The paper had been sold by
agreement of the old stockhold-
ers, Mr. Dowd said, only after
¢ had “given decpest consid-
ation to the interests of the
paper, Itz

d a forceful per
ch, 1 am sure, add

THOMAS L. ROBINSON
1

new momentum to the growth
and development of The News
without altering the fundamental
principles which have made it
the great regional institution it
is today.™

M. Robinson said, “In step-
ping into this job I do so mvh
the utmiost bumility and the
knowledge that I have a big
task before me if 1 am 1o carry
on the high traditions set for The
News by him (Mr. Dowd) and
his exceptional staff."

A new era began, with Mr.
Robinson gelting acquaint-
ed, not only in Charlotte but
also throughout the Carolinas.

Under Mr. Robinson's guiding
hand The News continued to
grow, passing the 60,000 mark
in circulation, and the newspa-
per continued its policy of tak-
ing a deep interest In commu-
nity affairs, however,

As the circulation continued
upward toward 70,000 the hea l‘
line type was “slrcﬂmllncd
keep up with the times and 'nm
.\c\n let itsell be heard on a
gunﬂred different topics of the

ay.

Look To Korea

Charlotte had but returned to
peacetime normalcy when its at-
tention was suddenly shifted in
the direction of the Far East
North and South Korea were on
the outs and the 38th Parallel
took on new significance.

Some called the action on the
tiny peninsula a “police action."
But it developed into an all-out
shooting war.

Readers sought, and found in
The News, accurate and vivid
accounts of what was going on
in Korea.

At about the same time the
Korean War came to a conclu-
sion that left the North and South
Koreans still glaring at each
other over the invisible line of
demarcation, The News was
picking up an impressive share
of awards for excellence in writ-
ing.

Editor C. A, McKnight brought
home the first prize in 1950 when
one of his editorials was juc
the hest in the state by the
North Carolina Press Associa-
tion. In 1951, Mr. McKnight
swept the field as he won both
first and second prizes

Other editorial writers brought
home mare prizes

In 1054 Associate Editor V
Reinemer won the first priz

Cecil Prince, who succeeded
Mr. McKnight as editor of The
News, won both first and second

prizes for editorial wriling dur-
ing 195 and Perry as
associate editor, won third
prize for one of his 1957 edi
torials

Charles Kurall, now with the
news department of CBS tele
vision in New York. won first
and fourth place feature awards
in 19

The Ladies, Too

During the same period the
women'’s staff dominated the list
of winners in the North Caro-
lina Press Women's contest.

R(‘M) (‘r Ann Sawyer won two
2, first in spot re.
rd in the inter

was o
ate awards
, former

ewspaper

News associate editor, won the
Sidney Hillman Foundation
Award for outstanding work in
journalism. Mr. Reinemer re.
ceived the award in New York
for 11 editorials appearing in
The News dealing with civil
rights and civil liberties.

Mr. Kuralt brought the big-
gest prize of all to The News
in 1057 when he was named a
1956 winner of the Scripps-How-
ard Ernie Pyle Memorial Award,

Mr. Knrllt'x writing was
)ud(u‘] as “most nearly exem-
lifying the style and craftsman-
smp of the great World War
11 reporter and human interest
col

t.

Charlotte News photographers
have also picked up their share
of awards.

The Graflex Award, symbol
of overall excellence in news-
paper photography, was wnn
by The News three years in a
row — 1935, 1956 and 1957,

News Photographer Jeep Hun-
ter in 1956 was named Southern
“‘Photographer of the Year."

ews phatographers, down
through the years, have domi-
nated the list of photography
contest winners.

. s

Complete Plant

The present News plant, filled
with men and machines, is one
of the most complete In the
South. The large building,
added to the original structure
on the corner of 4th and Church,
was designed especially for
newspaper production.

In September of 1953 the
Charlotte News was in a finan-
cial position to purchase the
common stock held by 34 stock-
holders, This step enabled Mr.
Robinson. who originally owned
20 per cent of the company to
become virtually the sole owner
of the newspaper except for a
few shares held by the Board
of Directors.

In the past 12 years Publisher
Robinson has been very ac-
tive in the civic, philanthropic,
cultural and religious life of
Charlotte. A fitting climax to his
civic work was his election to
the presidency of the Chamber
of Commerce for the year 1958
He has previously served as sec-
ond and first vice president of
the Chamber.

During Mr. Robinson's ad-
ministration of the Chamber,
the program was expanded to
include more industrial and gov-
ernmental activities than ever
before undertaken hy the Char-
lotte Chamber. Under his lead-
ership this year the total mem-
bership increased more than
per cent over the gaing made
the previous year.

Other Activities

Mr. Robinson has served as a
director of the United Commu-
nity Services, the local Red
Cross Chapter, the Better Busi-
ness Bureau, the Family and
Children’s Service, the Charlotte
Rotary Club and many other or-
ganizations.

During the year 195 Mr
Robinson served as president of
the North Carolina Press Asso-
ciation, an orgavization com-
posed of the daily and weekly
newspapers of the state. He
served from 1953 to 195 as a
member of the Board of Direc
tors of the Southern Newspaper
Publishers Association,

For six years, from 1952 to
1058, Mr. Robinsol
dent of the Ha
Charlotte, an organization which
has been aclive in providing
~|lml.1|\mp aid to boys attend-
3 ard. He was elected a
nullwml director of the Har-
ard Alumni Association from
1953 to 1856

te d
led the effort to raise funds for
the establishment of an athletic
field at the new West Char-
lotie High School in 1953, This
campaizn associated with
Mr. Robinson's interest in the
Queen Foothall Classic
which is played each year be.
tween the Second Ward and
West Charlotte High Schools

was

Before enlering the ficld of

ing Unitarian clergy
the founder of the U
Commission,
American Red Cross. Mr. Rob-
inson was one of the charter
trustees of the Charlotte Uni-
tarian Church.

n
. 8, \uman
forerunner of the

Mrs. Robinson and B, 8.
Griffith, general manager, are
both  vice-presidents of = The

News. The Robinsons have three
sons, Tom Jr.. age 19; Sam, 17,
and Blake, 11
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