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The Attorney General Devises A Gem

ALL het up over Alabama election of-
ficials, U. S. Attorney General Wil

liam Rogers has devised a gem of re
taliatis

jon.

Does Alabama defy liberal principles?
Remove federal expenditures from
which she benefits, The proposal, attri-
buted to Attorney General Rogers by
Doris Fleeson in her column today, Is
that “military and other federal instal-
lations in states which defy the federal
government be abandoned, moved, or re-
duced.”

No question — a lot of tempers are
burning short on the focal question of
Negro voting rights in the South. On
the most rudimentary democratic prin-
ciple — one citizen, one hallt — no
one can quarrel with quick tempers here
Nor, we suspect, does the Department
of Justice have a2 monopoly on indigna-
tion.

But in a rush to discipline vagrant
southern states for the abuse of regis-
tration and ballot procedures, Attorney
Gen. Rogers may have lost sight of the
distinction between justice and punish-

ment, and is now hawking the latter as
the former. The attorney general has at
his command regular ways to ensure
that justice is done to citizens wrongly
deprived of the ballot; but to dream up
harsh economic sanctions against states
whose electoral methods are under in-
vestigation is practically to confess that
ordinary means are bankrupt.

Many archfoes of legal equality in
polling places and in schools have re-
sorted to economic boycott, and it has
not been a pretty spectacle to behold.
Is this lever now to be adopted official-
ly by the Department of Justice, to
which the nation looks for example of
just procedure? Is group punishment to
be the new ideal of federal justice and
the attorney general? Is job-making fed-
eral expenditure, for which Alabama
and other southern states are as heav-
ily taxed as states elsewhere, to be re-
moved to spite a few blindly cantanker-
ous poll-tenders?

Power, we suppose, is the nemesis of
justice; let an attorney general have a
sniff and equity is quickly forgotten.

Fort Knox's Big Hoard Begins To Leak

UR fondest illusion — economic self-

sufficlency — is getting a faint
tweak on the nose this year. The hoard
of gold at Fort Knox, Ky., supposed by
many economic innocents to be the fun.
dament of America’s wealth, has dwin-
dled by some $2 million during 1958.

This foreboding event has brought the
cash-conscious U. S. News & WorLp Re-
PORT to wonder, in an article, “Why Is
U. 8. Losing Gold?"

Gold moves from shore to shore, of
course, as a final standard of settle.
ment between international trade bal-
ances, since all reputable currencies
(presently the dollar, British sterling,
German marks, and Swiss francs are
“hard") have more or less fixed values
in gold-terms. Not since the immediate
post-war era, however, has American
gold flowed abroad in such amounts. In
most recent years, the U. §, as the
world's best-heeled manufacturer of
goods everybody wants, has found itself
on the long end of the stick, while West-
ern countries who trade with us have
been hard-put to get together gold and
dollars to pay our big invoices.

With simplicity which fargonloving
economists would sneer at, the reason
we are losing gold is that our customers
aren't buying as much this year. For-
efgn nations have felt the slack in the
American economy (known economically
as the “whip-lash effect”) and may not
have the money to spend. Another fac-
tor may be, as many suggest, the infla-
tion of the dollar, pricing our goods high-
er in terms of other currencies (Yet
our inflation has not outpaced that in
most European countries.) Undoubtedly,
an important factor in the gold drain-
age itself is that some of the idle invest-
ment money has flowed abroad, lured
by the higher interest rates which for
some time have prevailed in Europe.

Just What Do They

JE fear that the good, gray Greens-
BORO Damy News has tarried too
long in the corn patch

Just the other day, we were informed
by its columns that the Piedmont “‘has
no real metropolis,”

Let's run through that again. The
GrrensBoRo DALy News said the Pied-
mont “has NO REAL METROPOLIS "

Well, sir, we've heard of the rural
mystique that infects those folks up that
way but we never knew it struck people

Just over a year ago, the British treas-
ury, to strengthen the pound, hiked the
Bank Rate (its interest-rate thermostat )
to 7 per cent. (But now interest rates are
equalizing, as Europe drops hers and
ours creep up). Finally, a decline in
world commodity prices has raised gold
and dollar reserves in European coun-
fries to post-war highs, automatically
“hardening” their dough in terms of
dollars.

Barring an unlikely run on the dollar
In the world's finance markets, however,
with investors converting dollar accounts
to other currencies, the dire warnings
about a softening dollar are too dire.
We remain the world's strong creditor.
The dollar, not gold, remains the ac-
tual basis of many western currencies.
That situation will endure so long as our
practices retain world confidence.

But this negligible drain could be the
faint warning tweak on the nose. We
ignore at our peril that the free West's
economy, and that of commodity-produc-
ing countries, is geared to ours. When
ours sneezes, the saying goes, theirs of-
ten catches a bad cold. We stop buying;
our foreign customers stop buying; gold
begins to leak somewhere. In the past,
European gold has leaked to Fort Knox.
Now, as Europe's growing economic vig-
or keeps her healthy, it is Fort Knox's
inviolable hoard which begins o leak
a bit.

Simple Eccentricity

U‘SED to be, the routine for would-
be eccentrics was very compicated.
You had to eat goldfish, sit on flagpoles,
grow a knee-length beard. Inter alia.,

Now the kit for eccentrics is simple.
All you need is a pair of stout walking
shoes and the yen to walk a few blocks
to and fro down the sidewalk,

Just see if people don't stare.

Take Us For?

deaf and blind. Just what do vou sup-
pose they take us for — a field of win-
ter wheat?

If they would just peer through the
stalks or put an ear to the ground they
would get the message. Things have
happened since the Battle of Guilford
Courthouse. Mostly they have happened
in Mecklenburg. Out of the cotton fields
has grown a great metropolis that al-
ready towers over everything in sight.

Too bad Greenshoro Is not in sight.

Payl Crume In The Dollos Morning News

By WALTER LIPPMANN

WASHINGTON
PRESU.\MBLY, the first busi-
ness before the 86th Congress
which opens on Jan. 7 will he
the question of amending the rules
to prevent (filibusters. Under
the existing rules, which were
adopted in 1949, debate can be
ended by what is called cloture
only when two-thirds of the en-
tire Senate—or at least 65 sena-
tors—vote in favor of it.

There is one exception. If the
question is on amending the rules
of the Senate, thers can be no
cloture,

HOW FAR?

Probably not more than 20 sen-
ators in the new Congress will
want to keep Rule XXII exactly

A great and overwhelm-

ority will support amend-
ments to Rule XXII, But they
differ on how far they want to
go. There are two main choices.
The ooe is supported by Sen,
Lyndon Johnson of Texas and the
other by Sen. Paul Douglas of
Illinois, Under the Johnson pro-
posal debate can be ended by two-
thirds of the senators present
and voting. In theory, this could
mean that cloture might be ap-
plied by as few as 34 senators,
that is to say two-thirds of a
quorum which is 50 senators.

REAL ISSUE

The proposal of Sen. Douglas,
which has the support of men like
Javils, Keating, Humphrey, and
Case, also provides that within
two days of the filing of a clo-
ture petition debate can only be
closed by a two-thirds vote of
those present. But if debate con-
tinues for as long as 15 days,
cloture can then bz voted by a
simple majority of the whole Sen-
ate, or 50 affirmative votes. Un-
der the Douglas proposal there
could be a long debate, perhaps
as much as eight or nine weeks,
but in the end 50 senators could
bring the bill to a vote,

The choice will be hetween the
Johnson and the Douglas propo-
sals, and in all probability the
Johnson proposal will prevail
The real issue at the bottom of
this complicated argument about
the rules of the Senate is, I be-

e 41
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LYSDON JOHNSON

lieve, a constitutional question.
It is not what the letter of the
constitution says, For it says noth-
ing. 1t is about what is in accord
with the spirit of the constitution.
The question is how big a ma-
Jority must there be In order to
overrule the opposition of a de-
termined minority. Rule XXII, as
it now exists, says that 66 sona-
tors must favor the legislation
before a determined minority can
e overruled. The Johnson pro-
posal says that a determined mi-
nority can be over-ruled, in theory
at least, by as few as 34 sen-
ators. In practice, on a contro-
versial measure there is, of
course, likely to be a very full
attendance. So, the Johnson
posal is not substantially different
from the existing rue. There is
one exception to this. It does not
contain the indefensible provision
of the present rule, which is that
there never can be cloture on
any proposal to amend the rules.
The Douglas proposal, while it
permils extensive debate, allows
50 senators to close debate
and to pass a controversial bill.

TROUBLESOME MINORITY

Having read carefully the ma-
terial being ecirculated Sen.
Douglas, 1 have come to think
that he has not deslt with the
real issue. The real issue is not
whether measures shall be fully

debated. The question is how they
can be passed. There is no doubt
that eight or nine weeks of de-
bate is quite sufficient for any
measure, and that after that there
is 1o hope of anybody’s mind
ing changed by the debate itself.
The real question is what are you
to do with a minority which is
nol open to being converted by a
debate. Under what conditions
should you over-ride it?

GREAT MOMENT

In my mind, the proposal to
decide highly controversial ques-
tions by a vote of no more than
one plus one-half of the Senate s
not good enough. While the con-
stitution itself says mothing about
the question, it is a fact that the
constitution is by no means de-
voted to the principle that a sim-
ple majority should rule, Treaties
and impeachments require two-
thirds of those presewt and voting.
Constitutional amendments, the
expulsion of members, the over-
riding of the President’s velo, re-
quire two-thirds of all the sena-
tors elected. What is the reason

JACOB JAVITS

for these exceptions to simple
majority rule? Is it not that
what is at stake is of such great
moment that it should have the
concurrence of more than half of
the representatives of the states?

Why should it have this con-
currence? Because when contro-

‘Hold Your Coats, Gentlemen?’

Drew Pearson’s

PAUL DOUGLAS
versial matters are decided by a
too-narrow majority, the prospect
of resistance and nullification is
ased, nforce  difficult
laws, there should be a very large
majority which concurs in them.
The issue of the rules is a hot
one because the filibuster is a
principal instrument of obstruction
against federal legislation on be-
half of the civil rights of Ne-

Struggle Brewing

A Mile ToBe Lost?

By DORIS FLEESON

WASHINGTON

HE civil rights program

which President Eisenhower
is expected to ask Congress to
pass is expected now to include
a two-year extension of the life
of the Civil Rights Commission,
plus the right for the Justice
Department fo intervene in all
civil rights cases.

When the past Congress
passed its civil rights bill, it
was the result of a compromise
between liberals and southern-
ers, Section 3 of the hill, which
would have given new powers
of intervention in civil rights
cases to the Department of Jus-
tice, was dropped. The well-pub-
licized frustrations of the Civil
Rights Commission in obtaining
voting records from Alabama of-
ficials has now made it extreme.
ly likely that a stronger bill will
pass in the new session.

PATIENCE WORN THIN

There is no question but that
the rnliencl of many powerful
people, some of them inclined
to sympathize with the South's
position, has been worn thin by
the events of Alabama. The Civ-
il Rights Act was watered down
in agreement with southern
leaders, they say, and President
Eisenhower took pains to give
the Sauth strong representation
on the commission

Alabama’s failure to comply
with its orders, and the charac-
ter of its recalcitrance, have
done more to harden attitudes
here than the troubles over com-
pliance  with the Supreme
Court’s opinions in the school
integration cases,

People’s Platform

We Have No Place

For One-Man Power
Salisbury
Editors, The News:
I‘IANY of us democrats secretly
admire a strong authoritation
who is able to handle himself well
and make evervone stand around
Such men as 1 describe above
were Theodore Roosevelt and
Franklin D. Roosevelt, One was
a Republican, the other a Demo-
cral—yet both were autocrats of
the worst kind insofar as this
country has such people. Eisen-
hower is really much more demo-
cratic than either of the Roose
velts. He Is more fair-minded;
he is not power-crazy.

The two Roosevells wers excel-
lent politicians because they knew
crowd psychology and how to use
it. Truman tried to be like

Amending Rule XXII:'A Majority May Be Tyrannical

groes, The substantial question ls
whether the indisputable rights of
Negroes can be achieved and
maintained by simple majority
which over-rules the South, or
whether progress depends on win-
ning the assent of the rapidly
growing enlightened opinion in the
South,

TYRANNY?

In addition, we must not for.
get that majorities are not al.
ways liberal, and may indeed be
quite tyrannical. It is a short
view of history to equate simple
majority rule, as does Sen. .
las, with the defense of ‘eivil
rights, He might ponder, for ex-
ample, the case of President Tru-
man’s emergency strike legisla-
tion which proposed to break the
railroad strike by drafting the
railroad men into the army. The
House was stampeded into pass-
ing this bill two hours after the
President’s message by a vote of
306 to 13. But Sens. Taft and
Wagner held it up in the Senate,
and after six days of debats its
sponsors were compelled to omit
the provisions for a draft.

That, too, was a civil rights
case, and a very striking exam.
ple of why simple majorities are
not necessarily the guardians of
civil rights,

On both the Democratie and
Republican sides of the aisle, im
both houses of the new Cone
gress, will be men eager to push
a more effective Civil Rights
Act. The votes will be there to
pass it. This is what is behind
the last-ditch effort which
southern members of Congress
are making to maintain the fil-
ibuster rule of the Senate and
the veto power of the conserva-
tive Rules Committee of the
House.

Although the convening of
Congress is still two weeks away,
members have begun streamin
back to the capital, most
them intent on fe(uu into the
struggle which is already well
underway,

CREDIT TO ROGERS

The degree to which some im-

Eumnt opinion in Washington
as hardened against the South

is obvious from the fact that se-
rious proposals of economie
sanctions against intransigent
states are being made. Attorney
General Rogers is given credit
for the proposals that military
and other federal installations
in states which defy the federal
government  he  abandoned,
moved, or reduced.

Even President Eisenhower,
who has gone far to attempt to
conciliate the South and sought
1o do so in his appointments to
the Civil Rights Commission,
seems to have lost much of his
patience. The part of the South
which has failed to give an inch
may now find it has lost a mile,

Franklin Roosevelt and did a good
job of it so far as his limited
knowledge would let him.

But we have these authoritarians
In every county seat in the United
States.  We have them In our
churches and n all phases of
American life. When they are
tionest, they may not do any too
much harm. But why have such
people at all in a democracy?
There are ways of guarding our
liberties and not allowing tyrants
'o seize and exercise the power
that belongs to all the peopls.

1t will not do to sell our liberty
for security. Most of us can work
out some sort of a living as long
as we are able to work and there
will always be some way to take
care of those who are disabled,
Liberty is the most precious thing
we have; and we should not allow
an ambitious preacher to usurp it,

~J. W. JEWELL.

IT'S LIGHT-UP TIME

AS Julius Caesar once said, kids now-
adays don't have the fun we used to.
Most boys now can afford a pack of cig-
arettes when they decide to learn to
smoke.

It was different in the days of our
first puffs. Half the barns In Weet Tex-
as uced to be hidden in great. billowing
clouds of blue smoke, indicating that the
kids were safely hidden from the aduits
While practicing up on cedar hark

nee posts. It was long, s

{f, and the cigarette you rolled had
= about two feet long and as lar
around as a softball bat. No question
about it, though, it smoked.

These cigarettes were wrapped with
old newspaper pages or full pages of
The Saturday Evening Post. The maga-
zine's pages imparted a fine flavor of
old burning rags to the stinging fumes
of the cedar, and forever after, tobacco
smoke would taste a little mild

It wasn't exactly the tt

cigarette, When you had

arge

hold

of those, you didn’t have time to {
If all the fence posts g
pretly clean, there were other s

tutes for burley. Most kids have
coffee because, after all, it lool
tobaceo. Coffee tends to run out the
end of your cigarette if you duck your

head while smoking. You can smoke
coffee very well, though by tilting your
head back so that the burning end of
the cigarette is in the air—if vou also
tightly clamp the other end in your
teeth to keep the whole of the cigarette
from flowing into your mouth, fire and
all. After a few minutes of smoking

coffee. you feel seared inside right down
to vour ankles

Is very good smo
you'chap it at ghi
1s almost the same size as a
refte. You chop off a 3-inch section,
ip and smoke
we remember it, buggy whip tast-
ed a lot like filters. It didn't taste
was supposed to be good
r, but we never cared much
racter. It was useful n

silk

an emergency
tter of fact, at times when we were
smoke.

e grass, You
hard to keep the
taste much

if a man has to smoke, he
e it somehow

Friend and foe agres that Maria Cal-
lae, the opera star, is a good singer.
Screams well, too—Miavt HemaLs,

Merry-Go-Round

Editors’ Note: While Drew Pearson Is
In Alaska on his annual Christmas trip
to entertain American troops, his col-
umn is written by his assistant, Jack
Anderson.

WASHINGTON
ENATE Leader Lyndon J
jur

him' to
Senate’s
After
es, he

n entitled
n th

What He Wants

Proclaiming his rights as Senite ma-
Jority leader, he let it be known he had

staked ¢ s cholce suite for himself.
Naw, likeable Lyndon stomed to
getting what he wants ar

ate. He had nn t

ing over the chairman.

line-making

Senate Space (

No Meteors, But—

ped up
seniority

Senate Rules Chalrmen Tom Hennings
advised him tactfully that office space

is always allocated according to seniority.
Johnson may hold the top Senate posi.
tion, but he ranks an unimpressive 34t
in seniority.

Conservatives Stay Put

The suite Lyndon wanted was offered
first to. Arizona's kindly Sen. Carl Hay-
den who has served in the Senate 32

¥ n sald he had stayed
fice for 27 years and had
become attached to it
xt in line were Sens. Dick Russell
rgia and Harry Byrd of Virginia,
hoth solid conservatives who also dislike
change. But the fourth in seniority, Mon-
tana’s liberal Sen. Jim Murray, liked the
view Lyndon had reserved and took cus-
tody of the suite. Johnson good-natured-
Iy waited his tumn and accepted less pre-
tentious quarters,

Still A Junior

Vice President Nixon, who presides
over the Senate but is still considered a
Junior by the old-timers, fared even
warse. He was ed so little space in
the new build decided to keep
his present office in the old building

The news was broken to him by Rules
tee clerk Frank Dryden, who has
7 committees and
vice president into the available of-
fice space. He must follow the seniority
rule strictly, giving priority in cage of
ties to former senators, congressmen and
governors.

“I wouldn't have your job," the vice
president told him.

“And I wouldn't have your job,” re
torted Dryden

Dryden's worst priority problem was
to figure whether Connecticut’s Sen. Tom
Dodd or West Virginia's Sen. Robert
Byrd deserves first crack at an office
suite. Both will be sworn into the Sen
ate Jan. 7; both are former congressmen
who entered Congress on the same day

Dryden solved the problem by looking
up the state population figures. Since
Connecticut has more people than West
Virginia, Dodd will be given the sen.
fority edge.

Low Man

The low man on the seniority pole,
who will have to take whatever office
space is left on Jan. 7, will be incoming
Sen. Howard Cannon of sparsely popu:
lated Nevada.

Note: By coincidence, 21 Democrats
and 21 Republicans had claimed space
in the new building. Then the election
knocked out six Republicans of varying
seniority. This caused a complete re.
shuffle, like a game of musical chairs
as the surviving senators moved up in
senfority and staked claims for better
offices.

Behind The Headlines

Boviet dictator Khrushehev
to Minnesola's Sen. Hubert

confided
Humphrey

Seniority Thwarts Likeable Lyndon

during their Kremlin visit that the Polts
buro ‘once had lined up against him,
seven to four . “My opposi
good in arithmetic but poor in politics,
commented Khrushchev. In the show
down, he got all 11 votes , , ,

Poor In Politics

Sens. Russell of Georgia and Byrd of
Virginia, speaking for the South, as.
sured President Eisenhower last year
that southern states would never deny.
qualified Negroes the right to vote, Re.
calling the promise at a recent Cabinet
meeting, Tke remarked ruefully that Rus-
sell and Byrd apparently didn't speak
for Alabama. He referred to the Mont-
gomery, Ala., civil rights hearing which
discovered qualified Negroes had been
barred from the polls

Tell-Tale Conference

Although just about everyone in Ar.
kansas considered segregationist Dale
Alford the puppet candidate of Goy,
Orval Faubus, Alford blandly told the
House Elections Committee that he made
up his own mind to run and that Faubus
tiad nothing to do with it, But the inves-
tigating congressmen have learned of g
press conference Alford held on Oct. 28,
At that time, he told reporters he had
discussed his candidacy with Gov. Fay.
bus before making his anmouncement




