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Which Kind Of Power Will We Choose?

IARLETON Putnam, distinguished
northern lawyer, former transplant-
pusiness exccutive in the South, biogra-
pher of Theodore Roosevelt, has touched
off a new discussion of Supreme Court
guthority with a letter to President Ei-
tenhower.

Putnam's letter consolidates into tem-

rate words (he stormy outery often
eard in the South, nowadays, since the
Court banned legal segregation in pub-
lie schools.

“The picture in reality,” Mr. Putnam
worte the President, “is of a court, by
one sudden edict. forcing upon the en-
tire South a view and a way of life,
with which the greal majority of the
populatjon are in complete disagreement

.. To me thers is a frightening arro-
ganre in this nerformance.”
The legal is:ue raised by court edicts

between judic estraint” and judicial
“activism," questioned by Mr. Putnam
and so many others, is said to provide
the friction. It is said that the South
grows restless under the court not so
much because its edicts have hard impli-
cations for her social order, but because
the “nine men" have ‘“usurped” their
power, Under so-called “restraint,” that
power Is to interpret law as written;
courts usurp their function when, de-
arting from interpretation, they seek
to set social practice to the score of

i Sdiiatoel and ioal

doctrine,
. e

TH]S micely-defined explanation of the

people’s grievance against the court
s more likely, we think, to satisfy judi-
clous, legally-educated minds than it is
to give insight into the place of the
court in democratic government. The
court is a lawyer's law court; but it is
also an agent of immense power —
which may be discussed in broader
ferms.

Comments made exactly 20 years ago
by the English mathematician and philos-
opher, Bertrand Russell, in his book,
PowEr, have a peculiar appropriateness
today: “In the U. S. at the present day
(1938),” Russell wrote, “the reverence
which the Greeks gave to oracles and
the Middle Ages to the Pope is given
to the Supreme Court.” (Italics ours.)
Today “conservative” forces grow rest-
less with the court, but when Russell

wrote his own analysis the court was un-
der heavy battery from left-wing forces
as an instrument of “plutocrac,
ly because of its continual rejecting
New Deal legislation.
P
HE court, even when it hands down
“edicts,” inescapably aligns itself
with sources of power in the nation. It
always has. In its early days it was plu-
tocratic, Federalist, and centralist; late
in the 19th Cenfury it was de-centralist,
conseryative, plutocratic, remaining more
or less so until the late Thirties. Yet his-

By JOSEPH ALSOP

PARIS

N AIRLIFT, the expensive but

relatively easy way out that

saved Berlin last time, will al-

must surely not defeat a renewed
Berlin blockade.

That single fact means that the
real, the crucial, the truly serious
decision about Berlin was not tak-
en by the grand rally of foreign
ministers of the Western allies
here in Paris. It means that their
“{mn statements about  their
‘decision” to defend Berlin were,
in reality mo mare than indica-
tions of a tendency to take the
right decision later on. Nikita
Khrushchev will surely motice this
important distinction, even if no-
body else does.

NO EASY WAY ouT

parable Western industry, at any
rate in all military requirements.
Some time ago, powerful Soviet
radar jamming mechanisms were
installed at four sites surround- day.
ing Berlin. The intention is ob-
vious. Even if the Soviet's East
German puppets do not carry out
the Betlin cisls seems likely to heir blustering promises to send
damand nadar )ammlng is the Up fighters against Western air-
the es. craft flying to Berlin, the land-

The stark fact that there is no
easy way out of the Berlin crisis
is what distinguishes this round in
the cold war (rom all its prede-

Russell acknowledges.
through the twists and turns of dactrine,
it has claimed the somewhat m,
spect of “oracle” and *

torically, 1 even

o ro-

[T

Is that mystic respect ebhin =" v
Has the Court’s power bocoms ‘“na-
ked,” in Russell's distinction, nower

without tradition, sustained only by
fear? In fact, the same power may ap-
pear “traditional” to the believing and
submissive, but “naked” to the rebel-
lious, No doubt it is the South’s present
state of mind which makes the court's
authority appear naked. But the impor~
tant fact is that its power of edict,
since it depends not on fear but tradie
tional acceptance of the law, cannot be
“naked” in Russell's sense. It is the fric-
tion between custom and decree, not
fear, which makes the “edicts™ in which
Putnam finds “arrogance” obnoxious.
. e e

BUT those edicts do reflect power
hased on fear; beneath the velvet
glove of the court’s lofty decisions thera
is the bare reality of executive respon-
sibility to execute the law. It seems to
be for the South to decide whether to
make some accommodation  with the
more traditional power of the court, or
1o invite naked force as at Little Rock.
Power, Russell's message says, is inesca-
pable; it must be of one kind or the
other. Both the South and those who
maneuver with legislation against the
court in Congress must make the cru-
cial choice between the two. Perhaps
they will conclude that court power,
strangely oracular and traditional, even
arrogant and chafing, will prove more
compatible than that which would re-
place it if judicial independence were
destroyed.

Why Charlotte Hankers For Whirlybirds

Y should we have helicopters?

| Progress-minded city fathers could
probably hem and haw their way through
a dozen answers to that question, now
that Charlotte has applied to the Civil
Aeronautics Board for leave to run them
{0 neighboring towns.

Yet it's quite simple. The popular re-
!ponse will be overwhelming. That's

lp 1o now only kings, consorts, Presi-
dents, and maybe high brass were peo-
ple you saw pmng into helicopters. Tke,
boarding his controversial chopper to
fly to Gettysburg, Prince Phillip buzzing

Our Own ‘Guide For

HERE are =evcral attitudes toward

Christm; says Mr. T. S. Eliot

in a famous poem, “some of which we
may disregard”

Well, we can start right off by dis-

regarding the | that fhere's no use

trying to shop for the Man Who-H
Everything

It has been vur annual custom to of-
fer at this season our own handy-dandy
guide for the misguided (Le., those who

think ol’ : reall y has everything).
Last year ’w‘ ance, we wagered ra-
ther heavily that \l\HlE didn’t have a
heated steering wheel or a portable ice
rink or a copy of the Sramsrican As-
stracT or tHE UniTED StaTES. Strictly
no contest. As it turned out, ol" MWHE
didn’t even have an aerosol garbage can
deodorizer.

Here's our 1958 edition of Tre News’
guide for the misguided and it contai

10 items that will make ol' MWHE ra
his motor with glee. Don't shove. Only
one to a cusiomer:

around {o inspect factories, or Gen. Mac-
Arthur whirlybirding up to a battlefront.

Now us ordinary folks are being asked
to climb aboard.

Marvelous.

But surely some new-fangled garb will
be necessary for these helicopter trips
off to hither and yon. Maybe some will
want to try goggles a la Gen. MacArthur,
or vicuna overcoats, or boots a la Prince
Phillip. And you will need cigars and
perhaps cards for poker Jodhpurs may-
be. Or, for those who want to <0 all the
way, monocles, pincencz, ard a corn
cob pipe or two.

The Misguided

1—At 88,750, a Dollas department
store is offering a neat little gift called
“Black Gold"—a royally interest in more
than 750 producing oil wells.

2—The same store offers a jeroboam
of 170 ounces of rare perfume for $2,500

“the same owned by King Saud for
Arabian nights entertaining.”
1l bed-size gray

3—A fox blanket
for $1,000.

4—A steel ice chest Joaded
erything from imported bon
dines to chocolate truffles, %
livered.

5—A seven-foot stuffed dinoscur for
the den (of plush, of course), $323

B8—A vicuna lounging robe a la Ber
nard Goldfine, $750.

7—A cashmere man's kimono, $150

8—Gold collar stays, $14.50 the pair

9—A 14-carat gold zipper, $540.

B-52 bomber, $7.5 million
1 dwn from $8 million ).
ma'm, They're for real.
what are your other problems?

with ev-
SS  sars

95 de-

Now,

From The Washington Post & Times-Herald

A FUR PIECE

these advertisers
We've resi:

N<') W, ¢
hav

gone oo far!

the big ings we didn't
want—also temptations of nothing
down and no first

ary, which i

ments. The s

travel-now-
eye, but a man )
girls along about the sixth insta Jm
Comes now, however, a sly piich
hep firm called Furs by Gartenha
which could be our undoing. It
the advertisement on our bu
the other day proclaimed.
proposition
These gen
as alw,

which mon hases
madame doe But
they're ready (o institutio ¥

whole procedure and bet a

champagne that they can pick a wrap

for milady which shell prefer to her
husband's choice. Both furs will be sent
out, with no hint as to which one was

d Ly the store, on the basis of
the husband's description of his wife.
If she decides to keep hubby's in pref-
ce 10 the Gartenhaus selection, Gar-
nhaus will out a free bottle of
If the choice goes the other
ter of the household gets

pt, of se, the bill,

come to think of it, he

te; in' @it case, the obvious flaw in
f 1 g Even so, gentlemen,

vengeance, the
e ego. Does
know youy
you do? It's the sort

that one just
the business page.

o dangling on

t blocks
cape-by- Mrlll! frnm the Berlin
passe. In 1948 the Soviet electronic
industry had not yet reached the
stage of producing effective radar
Jjamming devices, Night and bad
weather landings by the planes fly-
ing the airlift were therefore ep-
tirely possible.

Berlin every three or
utes, even when ceiling and visi-
bility were both close to zero.

In the last ten years however, and Tegel. Space is so limited
the Soviet electronie industry has that even these by airlift if the
entirely caught up with the com- cannot be used to the uttermost, jammed.

ings will be radar-jammed. There
is no way to stop or overcome the
Jjamming, either, except with well-
placed A-bombs.

CONGESTI® N

If an aiclift is jammed, it can-
By using the not really susiain Berlin, unless
ground contral approach system, very important new technological
cargoes continued to be hnded in  breakthroughs of a quite unfore-
four min- seen character are achiéved in
the interim. The
three airports, Temphbol. Gatow,

Flying Boxcars Saved

paths.

in daylight

months"
tial categories.

has only

‘Ours Talks’

People’s Platform

Voting Machines
Are Needed Here

. - Charlotic invited. The machine was dis and desirable.

Fditars, The News: played and demonstrated to

r * of Women Vi them, Questions were asked and  The league

x 15 u( Charlotte wishes 1) answered and a general discus: expanding community should be
fiank you for your editoril sion of facts and figures was planning fo acquire voting i
comment in support of acq held. chines and_appreciates the sup
tion of voting machines { port of this view as expressed
Charlotte and ~ Mecklenbur:  on Dec. 11 and 12 the mach-

County.

The league held two meetings
the second week of this month
one for its members and

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

W, \‘III‘\(.TU\

HE battle betieen the eral and
conservative GOP sel one

of the most significant J( has hit the
ears 1t vitally

se of the Eisen-

hower sdministration and will materi-

ally affect the selection of the GOP pres
idential nominee in 1960.

At present liberal Repuhh ans  nar-
rowly have the votes to win. They have
been working back stage and on the
longdistance telephone with a speed
and dexterity that has surprised their
conservative colleagues.  However, the
cards are stacked against them Despite
their present slender vote margin, they
probably won't win, for the following
reasons;

Secret Wire-Pulling
1

The White House has heen pulling

secrel wires against them. Gon Wilton
who 1 Sherman

s, has been ongres
sional leaders. n ihe party,
that Tke doesn't changa the

pres:

nt leadership,

one to which the County Com-
missioners,
state legislators, Board of Elec-
tion members and others were

ine was on display on the mez-
sanine at Belks where league
members demonstrated and ex-
plained their use and value. The

ike Suddenly Joins Conservative Ranks

President Nixon may have to break with
Tke publicly;
identified with reactionary policies and
expect to get the nomination in 1960—

aspecially
lowing the liberal line.

City Councilmen,

Sen. Styles Bridges of New Hampshire,
likable and conservative, has been drop-
ping astute hints to the same effect
This gives a defeatist psychology to wav-
ering liberals.

Liberal Ideas Rejected
2 ke himsell appears to be going
onservative, The wealthy campaign con-
iributors who have been invited to White
House dinners and to his golfing vaca.
tions seem to have definitely influenced
his pohcm
h!! \(l Cabinet meeting, Tke an
e would chart a conserv:
during the next two years. He
he liberal language for his
Union Message proposed by
v of Labor Mitchell, Sec
or Seaton Secre
Ith, Education, and Welfarc

s

l(alh’l
vas not
adopting a radical program

This is & complete reversal of previ
ous Fisenhower policy and has a deep-
rooted significance. 1t means that Vice

“imitably. he: anzoynted that he
going to be stampeded inte

because of the congestion of flight
Even in summer, Berlin
weather is bad. In winter, the
city, being far to the North, has
only a few hours of daylight each
For these reasons an airlift
depending on landing cargoes only
and good weau\er
cannot do the job. And this

true despite the fact that our new

transport aircraft are very much
larger than the C-54s which were
the work horses of the old airlift.

HUGE STOCKS

Berlin has huge stocks — a
a's supply of coal
or more of other essen-
A daytime, fair-
weather airli(t can indeed extend
the period before Berlin's stocks
will be finally exhausted. But 15
months from the heginnlng of a
strict siege is the current maxi-
mum estimate of the
ing which Berlin can be sustained

reception by those who tnok fhe
time to stop was exc Al
most everyone agreed
machines are accurate, cfficient

feels that our

in your editorial eolumns I

—MRS. DAVID WALLAS
President
League of Women Voters

action on at least five Republican sena-
tors in the west up for reelection the
next time round. They come [rom an
rea where
state after state has dumped its Repub
‘ican governor for liberal
The five worried senators are: Allott of
Colorado,
South Dakota,
Schoeppel of

Back To The Taft Wing

ive course, as announced at the last

he Is heading.

Soviets Can Starve Berlin Into Subjection T his Time

leaguered Berlin Once—But Never Again

And this is so horribly impor-
tant (“horribly” is the right
word), precisely because by no
means all the Western allies have
faced the hard facts of Berlin's
changed situation. After talking
airlift in a way that must have
vastly encouraged Khrushchev
and company, the American pol-

admit that it will be fatal to sur-
render any of Berlin’s supply
routes, on the ground or in the
air. They are in fact talking
about armed convoys

MR. MICAWBER

Yet the British are lalking air-
lift to this day. If the obvious
objections are mentioned, the Brit-

answer comes straight from
Mister Micawber. It is said that
something will turn up in the
technological domain or some-
thing will turn up in negotiations
with the Soviets, and so Berlin
may still be saved before the 15

A Dog’s Life

and  six

period dur-

s are

PALAMOS, Spain

JusT crawled out of the sack,

and, I feel like a colt.

T don't care 1{ (hey do accuse me

of going over to the Russian way

of thinking, you should have seen
k's

icy-makers have now begun to

months come to an end and Ber-
lin is starved into subjection.

The truth is, however, that
the Western allies go on talking
airlift, Khrushchev will press on
with his_blockade scheme; and
if the Western allies 'hen take
refuge in an airlift, Khrashchev
will fold his hands ocross his
belly and smilingly wait for
eventual victory. H« Jinows the
operational factors < well  a
anyone, He will concludz, with
reason, that the Western allies
will not make an H-bomb war
when their airlift fails, after they
themselves have failed 1'  -2at
initlal test of will at th gine
ning of the blockade.

ROAD TO SURRENDER

In truth, this expedient which
looks like an easy wav out Is
only a slow road fo eventual sur-
render. A very wise leader in the
councils of the West has put the
true situation in a nutshell:
“There is no way to keep our
commitment to the people of Ber-
lin except to be fully ready to
fight a general war for Berlin.
But if the Soviets clearly under-
stand that we really are ready to
fight a general war for Berlin,
then we shall not have to do so.”

Once the easy way out is seen
to be no way out at all, and the
above-stated principles are also
accepted, realistic discussion can
begin about details of tactics,
both political and miliary. Tac-
tics matter very much less than
the essential decision 10 meet the
first challenge at Berlin without
shiftiness, without self - delusion,
without the smallest reireat. The
Paris meeting just concluded at
least gives grounds for hope that
this essential decision will be ta-
ken in due course, even if it has

t been taken here. One can
on!y wait and pray,

Take ANap, Dad

By ROBERT C. RUARK

that he met girl, married girl,
and founded a new dynasty, but
you know the Russians, Point
killers. It turns out that poor old
Bonzo, on his 2ist and ': anni.
versary, got fatally gnawed by a
Nepenthe-secki i who

the cool when 1
pinched her,

T don't need no Ponce de Leon
to find a fountain of youth, be-
cause the Russians done found it
for me. Bed. Just plain old pad.
Our Red brethren have just up-
rooted another theory, which is
that being bedridden (Whoever
got ridden by a bed? At least they
could learn grammar!) makes one
weak. According to the Moscow
Method, being bedridden makes
one strong and full of cook-pinch-
ing vitamins.

JUST SACK IN

It says in some bulletin from
the land of ballet and bvlshevism
that a Prof. named Braines out
of Moscow by way of the Siberian
Three-Eye League, claims all you
need to live rambuctiously to a
ripe old et cetera is sleep. No
more of that early to bed and
early to rise bit. Just sack
like a bear, and don’t de-| -
nate until the cops come. Then
get up and slug the cop. At least,
that's how 1 read the bulletin.

Right here, according to Grand-
ma, which is what we call the
AP, It says that o' Doc Braines®
experiments with a 15-vear-old dog
“indicate that plenty ol sleep may
prevent senility and even restore
vigor, vim and vitality to the old.”
I don't care much for the pointed
finger, but Comrade Fido must
have had me in mind.

WHAT HAFPENED

It turns out that Doc Braines
pul a dog to sleep in 1951, because
the hound in question had shed
his fur, had given up an active
interest in cats, and had ceased
bayimg at the moon or worrying
the furniture. The mutt was 15
years old when he went into his
long nap.

By gollies, after he corked off
his fur began to grow back, after
only three months, (Pardon. One
of my sleeping beauties is clawing
al the door. Be right back.)

POINT KILLERS

He snoozed away until rm'nlly,
doubtless dreaming of &
nating wench, because the scien-
tific _report states that even his
% instincts had revived, apart

n the im he was growing from

hide.,

the

gning to do a short story
on this longlived mutt until I
read further. 1 was going to say

for he can't afford to be

with Nelson Rockefeller fol

This also will have an important re chine.

voters are restless and where
Democrats.

Curtis of Nebraska, Mundt of
Martin of lowa, and
sas

John

If the President sticks to a conserva.

P g
had been committed to the clinie
by some solicitous Kremlin apes.

ere is no telling how long
that dog might have med u they
hadn't attempted inte

No matter. | started uu m talk
about me, anyhow. In this theory,
the Russ are right, I climbed
off an a ft, tother day, after
three: giddy months abroad, and
picked up this clipping.

THEY LOOK FINE

“If the AP prints it." T said,
“it must be true. And if it's good
enough for a dog, it's good enough
for dear old Da Because sud-
denly 1 remembered thot the
animals I own have done nothing
but sleep, apart from eating, for
a decent dozen yea ey look
fine, and I look terrible because
I've been paying the hufcher and
the landlord while they snore.

So I went to bed, shoes and
all. Every time somebody tried to
rouse me to write a piece,
just whimpered and turned over,

THERE'S A MORAL

Man, you wouldn't recognize me
today, I was bald as a simile —
make it egg, and have done,
Giles — ugly, weighed only 97

ds, mustache moulting, all

bl My palsied fingers
couldn't even grasp the gzin bot.
te I always keep by the bed,
What happens? Two days in the
feathers, and when I hounced
ibrant handsome, a mass
of muscle, with a mustache like
Jerry Colonna and the energy of
a professional football player —
you could have heard the cook
scream a mile,

Russian moral: He who lies
z{ilnwn with dogs makes everybody

ee.

After He Sleeps It Off,
o'll Be A New Dog

Vice President Nixon, meanwhile, has
notified California Republicans that he
is ready to take command of the GOP
wreckage in his home state, He prom-
ised to come home after the first of the
year to start rebuilding the GOP ma-

His first objective, he told state lead-
s, will be to patch up the bitter feud
setween Knowland and Knight factions,
He will try to keep both Sen. Bill Know-
land and Gov. Goodwin Knight on the
sidelines and unite their supporters be-
hind himself.

Krebhiel, who will succeed

George Milias as’ state GOP chairman,
has pledged complete loyalty to Nixon,

Sick Man

Secretary of State Dulles was a vers
tired and sick man by the time the Af.

Cabinet meeting, it means he will revert lantic pact conference endeq. e eould

to_the Taft leaders who tried to defeal wark at about only half his normal paee

him in 1052 and turn his back on the and had to Tour diplo.
iberal Republicans who helped him wir natic funet t

wver Taft The doc Washing.
That, however, appears 10 be the way fton strong e

far lear of a relapse.
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