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A Classic Example Of Twin Absurdities

HE imaginary line separating Char-

lotte from “rural’’ Mecklenburg had

the local legal fraternity deep in a fa-
mitiar dither today

A speeder caught on the city's side of
the boundary is liable to court costs of
13, If he is nabbed on the other side
he gets a bargain rate of $7.30.

The reason is quite simple. The loca-
tion of the arrest determines the court
in which the defendant will be tried.
Court costs in City Recorder’s Court are
$5.70 more than they are in County Re-
corder’s Court

But that's not fair, say some Meck-
lenburg lawyers, Consequently, the leg-
islative committee of the 26ih Judicial
Distrist Bar Association is giving “pre-
Iimin study” o proposals thal the
charees be equalized

Unfortunately, there is no simple solu-
tion. If county costs are raised simply
to agree with city costs the County Re-
corder's Court would be turned into a
money-making operation. The theory is
widely held in legal circles that costs
should merely reflect the cost of operat-
ing the court and m:lhlng.mm.

.

WHAT emerges is a classic example
of twin absurdities:

1—A sprawling metropolitan center
with a single community of interest per-
mitting itself to be divided illogically by
an imaginary “city limits” line This
suggests the need for early consideration
of a metropolitan government plan for
Mecklenburg

2_The chaotic nature of North Caro-
lina's loosely defined court “system »
This suggests the need for the adoption
of the Bell Committee’s recommenda-

" tions for a unified judiciary

A metropolitan government in Meck-
lenburg may have to wait a bit. But
work can begin on a unified court sys-
tem in the 1959 General Assembly.

There is nothing unique about the va-
riation in court costs hereabouts. North
Carolina is full of this kind of thing In
criminal cases the basic costs vary from
$7.30 in Mecklenburg's county court to
$9.10 in another, to $9.85 in another, fo
$10 in another, to $10.50 in another, to
$11 in another, to $12 in another, to $13
in another, to $13.50 in another, to $14

in another, to $1420 in another. to $16
in another, to 81615 in another, to
£16.50 in another, to $17 in another. to
$17.50 in another, to $14 in another. to
$14.20 in another. to $18.45 in another. to
£19.45 in another, to $20 in another, to
$20.95 in another, to $22.50 in another,
to $24.10 in another and to $25.80 in
another.

In civil cases the costs range from
$4.50 upward, with a wide variation.
o e e

ANY lower courts are frankly being
used as revenue-producing agen-
cles. This means, according to the Bell
Committee. that these courts, far from
beine an organ of government provided
for the peace and stability of the com-
munity, are instruments of selective tax-
ation  They select those who need the
iudicial services of our society as appro-
priate subjects for special taxation This
tends to violate an essential principle of
judicial administration — that justice
should be made available to every man
at the lowest possible cost.

The extreme variation in the costs of
North Carolina’s local courts is one of
the factors that convinced the Bell Com-
mittee that structural as well as admin-
istrative changes are needed in the sys-
tem. Consequently, it has been recom-
mended that all local courts—courts be-
low the Superior Courts—be replaced by
a uniform system of district courts
throughout the state. The district courts
would operate under the administrative
supervision of the Administrative Office
of the Courts. At the head the system
would be the chief justice of the Su-
preme Court Through appropriate ad-
ministrative machinery the local courts
would become responsible parts of a
unified court, rather than autonomous
units of a loosely defined “system.”

ST s .

TIHS is a part of what Mecklenburg
Sen, J. Spencer Bell and his col-
leagues have proposed in their compre-
hensive program of court reform It is
a bold but wholly practical plan to rid
the judiciary of the kind of administra-
tive chaos Mecklenburg and other coun-
ties have been experiencing. Its adop-
tion is absolutely necessary to the pro-
gress and well being of North Carolina.

Has Meany Sipped Too Much Kickapoo?

WE suspect AFL-CIO president George
Meany had been a-sippin’ too of-
ten on kickapoo joy juice when
brandished a labor-party threat before
the New York union meeting.

“Labor is going to be just as political
as it has to be to win its objectives”
Meany said—even if that meant the un-
precedented “next step” of forming a po-
litical party

Now those are mighty strong words
even given the fact that the labor chiefs
took a good-sized collection of scalps in
the late gressional election. The
urges to solidify into a party have failed
American labor in the past, due to the
way the American party system works,
the federal nature of the government
and not least to the fact that labor has
voted conservative as often as liberal and
refuses to be typed. like European coun
terparts, as permanently “working
class."”

The disturbing element is the grow-
ing raucousness of the clash between big
labor and big business. No doubt Mr.
Meany's disgust at big business' reluct-
ance to give labor any credit at all for
wanting to better its lot is justified

But equally justified may be the fears
abroad now that labor, in its political
cups, is losing sight of any conception of
public responsibility, For instance, the
selfishness of die-hard *‘rightfo-work™
proponents can breed equal selfishness
on the labor side. It is up to men like
Mr. Meany to be on guard inst it—
not to aggravate it with silly threats

Mr. Meany spoke of labor's “objec-
tives” If he is really serious about an
American labor party, he might well con-
sult with some of the disillusioned men
of the British Labor Party—who have
learned of late the shaftering emptiness
of economic gain with no public-minded-
ness

‘How To Sholve The Pea Shurplush’

“'}; have Greensboro's Burke Davis
to thank for the week’s most dis-

concerting news.

He reports that the nation is faced
with the gest pea crop on record and
passes ng this §:0-8 from the Nation
al Canned Pea Council

“All it tazkes 1s for every household

he nation to eat five more cans o
in the next few months and away

From The Reporter

goes the surplus Try one in your
next vodka mar-pea-ni "

Figuring one pea to a vodka mar-pea-
ni, we'd estimate that the American pub-
lic would have to drink 412.500000.000
cocktails in the next few months 1o take
care of the surplus and make fhe Na-
tional Canned Pea Council happy

But who'd be so enough to care?
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By JOSEPH ALSOP

PARIS
HE foreign ministers of the
West  are meeting _under

threat of a new Soviet offensive
on all fronts considerably worse
than the offensives launched by
Josef Stalin. The menace to Ber-
lin, which is the all-absorbing
topic here, is only another, par-
ticularly ugly chapter in a long,
somber story.

Very few people in America
have grasped these unpleasamt
facts, partly because Nikita
Khrushchev bubbles over with
jolly bonhomie between thrusts
at our vitals, and partly because

Secretary Dulles has exiled our
best qualified analysts of So-
viet behavior. The sharpest
American eyes are in Manila or
elsewhere, so we have been half
blind. But by now the facts are

oo big and too black to escape
notice any longer.

THE BEGINNING

beginning of the new
Soviet offensive may be roughly
dated from the summer of 1957,
after the defeat of Khrushchev's
enemies of the so-called “anti-
party group.” The first incident
was the Syrian coup d'etat, or-
ganized by the Kremlin with the
help of its unsavory Syrian
agent, former Defense Minister
Khalid al Azm
This little-understood but eru-
clal coup in Syria had two al-
together novel aspects, First, it
revealed the adoption of a new
and more aggressive Kremlin
line in the Arab lands. Second,
it led on to Nikita Khrushchev's
use of military menaces of a
previously unprecedented charac-
ter. Khrushchev charged that
‘Turkey was thinking about re-
acting to the equp d'etat by in-

Western Diplomacy

‘The Air

By WALTER

WASHINGTON

T was evident from the begin-
ning, that

the first
giving Day, that the proposal
about Rerlin could not be
and would not be accepted by
the Western powers. The posi-
tion of West Berlin as an island
deep inside the Soviet zone of
occupation is indeed, as Mr.
Khrushchev  insists, “abnormal
But this abnormality derives
from the fact that Berlin, the
whole of it, was in the past and
is bound again in the future to
be the capital, not of East Ger-
many or of West Germany, but
of a reunited Germany The
Western right and the Western
obligations in Berlin rest firmly
on this obligation to restore Ber-
lin as the capital of Germany

ABNORMAL DIVISION

The present situation of West
Berlin is abnormal because the
present division of Germany is
abnormal. There is no way in
which the situation can be nor-
malized except by the reuni
fication of Germany Until that
is accompolished the Western
allies are bound. as { have
just said once more in Paris. 10
maintain their presence in Ber-
lin. If they are to maintain their
presence, they must have fri
access to West Berlin by road,

‘Dear Mr. Dulles . , '

vading Syria — and there was
more foundation for this charge
than appeared at the time. He
therefore massed his armies on
the Turkish frontier, and roared
that if Turkey invaded Syria,
Turkey would also be invaded.
This reporter well remembers
George F. Kennan, one of the
brilliant exiled analysts, wor-
riedly remarking that he “wished
for once he again had access to
all the intelligence, because he
was puzzled by Khrushchev's
roars, which struck a really
new and very alarming note.”

NEXT CLIMAX

The coup d'etat in Iraq pro-
vided the next climax. Once
agam, Khrushchey freely and
violently talked of resorting to
military measures. His menaces
continued until he was sure that
the relatively meaningless West
ern troop-landings in Lebanon
and Jordan were not the first
phase of an attack on the new
Iraql government. That incident
left the Western position and
the Western poliey in the Mid-

Is Stale’

LIPPMANN

rail, water, and air.

The crucial question then is
whether the future of Berlin can
be discussed separately {rom the
reunification of Germany—which
is what Khrushchey seems to be
proposing—or only as part of
the negotiations for an all Ger.
man settlement—which is our
position. The problem of the
statesmen is lo find some way
of building a bridge of negotia-
tion between these two positions.

PRESTIGE AT STAKE

If this can be done at all
under present conditions, it will
come from the unwillingness of
either side to let a collision with
military _ violence take place
around Berlin, But both sides
have now gone very far in stak-
ing their prestige. Assuming
that by May or earlier the Soviet
government hands over its po-
wers o the East German gov-
ernment, the avoidance of a cal-
lision will depend on how Mos-
cow instruets the East Germans
to exercise their powers. Mos-
cow knows that a blockade, de-
nying free access to West Berlin,
will be resisted by the West, The
question is whether East Ger
many—f and when it is given
the powers now exercised by the
Soviet government—will in fact
use those powers fo inferfere
with [ree access

The best that could come of
such a development would be &
prolongation of the status quo
in a condition of chronic crisis.
The better way to prevent a
collision in Berlin would be to
set in motion a campaign for a
settlement of the German: ques
tion. This is. of course. easier
said than done. For there is no
such unanimity of opinion in the
West on the Gemman question
as there is on not surrendering
West Berlin

The time has not yet come
for the Western powers to form
a common policy on the reun
fication of Germany. There are
too many in high places who
do not really want a reunified
3 v, and there are few,
in high places who are
to pay the price of re

e e air in the room
in which we live is stale, and
nobody is daring 10 open a win
dow on the future, If one had to

think

would be, 1
r side
> initiat
stand firn
ving the initialive to the Rus
5.

bet, it

dle East in utter, irremediable
ruins, There followed the grab
for Quemoy, the first open ag.
gression anywhere since Korea.

The firm line of Secretary
Dulles caused the grab for Que-
moy to be frustrated in the end,
after a good many breathless
weeks. But the fact that the
offshore islands are now being
shelled only every other day
should not distract attention
from the extraordinary signs of
growing Soviet boldness in other
areas.

NASSER CHALLENGED

In the few weeks since this
reporier was in Iraq, the Com-
munists seem to have strength
ened their grip on that unhappy
country to 8 point that is likely
10 be fatal. This 1s the new
Kremlin line for the Arab lands
—to have the Communists take
over themselves wherever pos-
sible, if need be in open oppo-
sitfon to Gamal Abdel Nasser's
Arab nationalists. In Irag, the
Nasserites have been failed by
the score. There is no military
risk, of course, in this new Com-
munist line in the Middle East.

The Ruthless Russians Are Closing In On All Sides

-,

Kennan, Dulles, Nasser and Khrushchey: Between Thrusts At Our Vitals, Jolly Bonhomie

But it is nonetheless amazingly
daring to offer this kind of po-
litical  challenge to the undis-
puted leader of Arab national-
ism, the most powerful figure
among all the Arabs, Egypt's
Nasser. The daring is under-
lined by the fact that the Krem-
lin plainly expects Nasser to
ignore the challenge, and to go
on helpfully attacking the re-
maining Western positions in
those parts of the Arab world
where the Communists are not
yet strong enough to act alone.

POLITICAL AVALANCHES

In part, one
Kremlin's Middle
ble is based on the new Berlin
samble; for Nasser will never
break with his Soviet friends if
the Western powers finally sur-
render 4t Berlin, This kind of
shattering and terrible Western
defeat, if it is permitted, will
surely start a whole series of
political avalanches. The ava-
lanches will occur not only in
the Middle East, but also in the
Far East, in Africa, and no doubt
in South America, too, not to
mention Europe itself.

Once again, the oufstanding
feature of the Berlin crisis has
been Nikita Khrushchev's (la-
grant, incessant use of the naked
menaces of military force. In
the last 18 months, in short, the
Soviet bloc has openly resorted
to force once, at Quemoy, and
Khrushchev has used menaces
of force three times. er-
more, his language about Berlin
has been more shockingly un-
restrained than ever before.

DISTURBING SPECTACLE

That is the record. It is &
pretty disturbing record, and the
spectacle of the worried huddle
of foreign ministers here does
not tend to be calming, either,
What is a little calming is the
memory of the final outcome at
Quemoy. Yet the record says,
very loudly and clearly that the
Soviets are now acting in the
belief that the military
of power has sharply shifted in
their favor. And the record fur-
ther says that a period of acute
danger will be the smallest price
to be pald for the budgetfirst
American defense planning of
the last six years.

‘Courage, Dear Boy—C'est La Guerre, Y'Know'

People’s Platform

Snow Is A Sight
Beyond Compare

Charlotte
Editors, The N
THE deep white

ow has be

ain in most

The brilliant whiteness and the
miltions of white diamonds make
it a sight beyond compare. But
when we think of the poor who

are in need of food, fuel and

clothes, it takes on a new sspect
But maybe it is a blessing in
disguise if it causes us fo give
of our plenty to those who are
in need. The giver always gels

more out of it than the receiver
does

Snow makes us think of the
dry deserts in many places that
get their water from the
and the water causes the grass

S0w

to grow for the flocks of the poor.
Here snow is a blessing.

Snow cleans the atmosphere
as it falls and makes our air
much cleaner and purer. Truly,
God understood what it took te

make for the welfare of our
people. Cold weather kills bugs
that would feed on our trees

and crops.
—JAMES W. JEWELL

Brew Pearsors . Goldfine’s Christmas List Is Slimmer

WASHINGTON
Adams would

18 gone

A Sneaking Suspicion

than this

a sneaking_suspicion

been. in effect

liams.

the attorney
Lewis Strauss when the latter was head

And he is not at all happy about
his old friend, Sherman Adams

Khrushchev's Missiles
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