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| Remember Best

(Seventh of a series by prominent Charlotteans)

Santas In Blue
By ALAN NEWCOMB

Thanksgiving that year was miserable. Our room
of 20 men drew ils daily ration of a rutabaga
a stale cabbage, and a few frost-hitlen potatoes
Those were the days of one meal, sitting hunched
In our worn greasy clothing.
and eyeing the division of
the food.

Since our camp was on the
shores of the Baltic Sea,
snow-laden winds came zero-
ing in at every crevice in the
ramshackle barracks walls.
The only men more uncomfor-
table than we were the Ger-
man guards, high in their
boxes, with a spotlight and
machine gun for company
And somewhere far to the
west was the fighting

It was a week before Christ-
mas, 1944, when things began to change. The Battle
of the Bulge had given Germany new confidence,
and our guards had been even more arrogant than

MR. NEWCOMB

usual. When a yell came down the hall for all
room leaders to fall out, they left with an air of
resignation

But once outside, they met detachments of blue-
clad soldiers marching in to the prison compound
with their arms piled high with fir branches. With
rare, shy smiles and a gruff greeting the guards
passed out the branches, one for a room
“Fur Wienachts Baum!"

We set up the trees on tabletops and hung them
with improvised decorations: bits of tin cut into
stars, potatoes wrapped with tinfoil, strings of
felt cut from the hems of G. L coats; and it began
to feel like Christmas. Four days later, the big
news came, called across the harbed wire fence
from the central compound:

“Christmas packages! Red Cross Christmas pack-
ages are her

1t seemed too good to be true until the horse.
drawn carts came rumbling into our compound,
loaded with square boxes. Gold? Frankincense?
Myrrh? Here were the treasures of America’

Little cans of turkey. plum pudding. jam, hon-
ey, sausage, ham, cheese, real butter, nuts, candy.
chewing gum, pipes and tobacco. cigarettes, cher-
ries, and dates, all in a 10 pound parcel! The eyes
of our amateur cooks whose only experience had
been in the potato-cabbage-rutabaga school, lighted
up like the brightest star in the sky

Our hearts lighted up. We drew names, and be-
gan making little presents for each other; a wooly
lamb for Weiss, who talked about his farm: a
toupee made of felt scraps for baldheaded Gose: a
mustache eup for Omonsky's proud upper lip: a
pair of ear-muffs for Grissom, who came from the
sunny South. And while we worked. Iyving on
our beds with backs turned to keep the secrets,
the cooks cooked.

All of it was eaten In one day" date-nut cake. jam
cookies. turkey, ham, cheese, and plum pud-
* We ate and laughed, laughed and ate. then
exchanged our gifts around the rude little tree
Our tough German guards were not done. Hav-
ing tramped through the snow ta cul our trees,
having stopped a little part of the war to bring
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If Mom's In Prison, How About Santa?

By JERRY REECE
News Staff Writer

Thirty - seven Mecklenburg
mothers will not see their chil-
dren for Christmas

They are inmates at Woman's
Prison in Raleigh

But prison officials and the
Mecklenburg  Department  of
Public Welfare will see that both
mothers and ¢hildren will have
as good a holiday as possible.

Mrs. Elizabeth B. McCubbin,
superintendent of the prison, told
The News today “the girls" in
Raleigh have a full schedule of
events planned for the five-day
holiday

On the local scene. most of
the children of inmates  will

spend Christmas in foster
homes.

When & mother goes to prison
her children usually become
wards of the welfare department,
according to Miss Mary Pott
head of the child welfare divi-

“If the children have relatives
who are able to take care of
them, we pl‘lce them there,"
Miss Potts sa)

The chnldren ‘who stay with
relatives receive money
through the Aid to Dependent
Children Fund if it is needed,
Miss Potts said.

“We have 28 to 30 children
in foster care now. whose moth-
ers either were or are in
prison,” che said

Some of the mothers are In

prison for neglect of their
children, the rest for ather
crumes.

Fortyfive out of the approx
imately 400 inmates of the
prison are from Mecklenburg.

YULE PAGEANT

All of the inmates will be-
gin their holiday celebration
with a pageant on Christmas
eve. This will be followed by a
visit from Santa and the dis-
tribution of gifts purchased
out of the prison peereation
fund, Mrs. MeCubbin:Said.

Christmas day the gitls will
see a movie in the" morning
and spend the afternoon listen

ing to music and secing a
rn Bell's Christ
show

Christmas  in.
mates will pla nes in the
morning  and  participale tn
dance and hula-hoop contes
the afternoon, That night V'u\
will be treated to another mov
ie

Saturday they will see a bas-
ketball game in the morning
and watch another movie in the
afternoon.

KEEP THEM B

Mrs. McCubbin pointed o t
the schedule is planncd to keep
the girls husy I
have something to do

day after

mal a Christma

start crying," she said.
They're very brave
I

i‘v u,.h

cCubhin, who once was
mllv the Family and Childre
Service here, said the inma
have been helping the
Lions Club with their annual
toy project by repairing dolls
and stuffed animals

“This bas been god for the
mother's,” she said, "'they know
they can't do anything for their
own children but they can help
other unfortunate youngsters.”

While their mothers are cele-
brating Christmas in prison the
children will be spending as nor-
is pussible

under the circumstances in fos-
ter homes here

The welture department pays
{oster parents $45 monthly for
the support of the children but
the agency's budget does not
include extra money for Christ-
mas

The [oster parents dig in their
own pockets to furnish holiday
treats far the Kids. They are also
assisted by the Empty Stocking
Fund money

1f the child's father is known
(many were born out of wed-
lock) the welfare department
tries to get him to send the
child something for Christmas.

“It means a lot o the kids to
get anything from their own
parents,” Miss Potls says

82 Killed, 50 More Hurt
In Store Fire And Panic

Sergeant

\Admits English Love

Denies

Poisoning Wife

DENHAM, England (#—U.
Marymont—facing court-martial
his wife—testified toda:

Study Group
Tackles Free
Lunch Problem

§. Air Force M/Sgt. Marcus
1 on a charge of murdering

he had never given his wife arsenic.

Marymont, mustached 37-year-
old Korean War veteran with 12
ribbons on his chest, took the

stand for the first time on the
eighth day of his trial.

'he prosecution charges Mary-
mont poisoned his wife Mary
Helen, 43, for his love for a
23-yearold English beauty, Mrs,
Cynthia Taylor.

He pleaded innocent ta the
murder count, and to a further
charge of adultery with Mrs.

e e Taylor
By ANN SAWYER y : ;
News Staff Writer Previous — witnesses testified
Marymont had tried unsuccess-

A special commiftee to study
the hungry school children prob-
lem here was scheduled to hold
ils first meeting today at 4 p.m.

William K. n Allen, commit-
tee chairman and former head of
the Mecklenburg County Welfare
Buard, said it would be an or-

fully to buy arsenic at a drug
store, then wandered into an Air
orce laboratory where arsenic
was available almost to anyone.
DEFENSE QUESTIONS

Defense counsel asked the ser-

ganizational meeting at the Amer-|geant

ican Commercial Bank,
Mrs, Anne S,

Dept., was to
showing the need for
free lunches in the city sy

present

already
who could be

available

city’s free lunch program. The A
tendance Dept.

lunches in any one family
ten the number of school chi

dren in a family will be five or|gan his

six,

“Have you at any time pur-

Hausmann, direc-|chased arsenic while stationed
tor of the city school Attendance [in the United Kingdom?"
figures| “No,
additional [in a deep. clear voice.
stem,
She has estimated there are 250|way administered or attempted
ly certified a5

receiving
lunches immediately if funds were |

hese children are brothers and | short
sisters of children already on the|court he was prepared to give

has the policy of [charge,
not giving more than two free
but of- [ in

I have not," he replied

“Have you at any time in any

to admmister arsenie lo
wife?”
“No sir, 1 have not."
The defense questioning was
Marymont had iold the

| your

t-|evidence only on the murder
Wives of U. S. officers were
the crowded courtroom as
I-| prosecutor Maj. C. J. Lewis be-
cross-examination by
asking the sergeant: AP/ —Tragedy

Sadness Follows In Wake
Of Brush Fire On Rampage

SAN JUAN CAPISTRANO, Calif. |

and sorrow lie to-

There is Joe Paseri. He came to
take his home in|said. “I feel

the

(AP Photofax)

A Black Yule

“I don't know what to do,”

1 like cryin

he knelt

Explosion
Of Lights
Is Blarmed

BOGOTA, Colombia B —
Fire bred panic in a Bogota
Department  store crowded
with Christmas shoppers last
night and sent scores of
frightened men, women and
children screaming to death.

Officials said 82 persons wece
killed and 50 injured. Most of
them made a fatal wild scramble
for a rear stairway that led only
to a mezmanine.

Some died with toys in their
arms. Others kneeled as if in
prayer

The ponic spread very quick-
said Alberto Maera, (he
manager

Explosion of holiday lights had
fired thie clothing of salesgirls and
sent a curtain of flame across the
center of the long. narrow store,
named Vida, on Septima Carrera
avenue near the Capito

CLOTHING AFIRE

Mazuera said customers started
bolting when they saw the sales-
girls' clathing afire

Those in {ront of the store had
easy access to the street

About half of the dead were em-
ployes of the store. The remainder
were mostly women shoppers. It
was estimated 10 children died in
the fire, which raged for twe
hours helore being brought under
cuntrol.

A lt-yes
alive benea
the stairway
critical

Jose Salinas, a fireman, fold of
finding an B-year-old boy lying in
a pool of water, his face burned
away, but still holding a wooden
truck in his arms. “A woman
as though in prayer beside
body,"* Salinas said,

old girl was found
a mass of bodies on
Her condition was

|the boy's

the Red Cross parcels from the horder, thev an-
nounced in the late afternoon that our doors
wouldn't be locked at sunset, that our lights
would stay on until midnight—for this one night

We roamed between barracks, singing carols and

2.
Tfe reached inlo the ashes and
a figurine.

he said.

ouise was a great

t many a|picked up half of

branches Anthiony,”

fire loe i
of his

“Are you deeply In love with|day in the wake of a four-day |194:
Mrs, Cynthia Taylor?’ brush fire that has (la
Marymont replied “during the [more than 50,00 acres o
past two years 1 would say that|ern California hills and canyons
I was in love with Mrs. Taylor.” [and s still out of control on nearly | came

TO BOLSTER FIGURES

South- | d:

yird
Driven out
hack to

She planned to document these
gures with records of the fam-
9 \m.u showing number of children,

wol What's Inside

! v s Finally. the doors were locked, the lights p | number of lunches given. number | Nop pEEPLY half its 75-mile perimeter ¢ o
wont out, and the big dogs were loosed to police of free milks, and the approxi-|" = While more than 2,000 men fight | ca . 104, 1B
the camp throngh the night ""\‘“' weekily ircohe. “Would you say deeply inthe stubborn flames, residents| it 11138
The next day it snowed. We ran out of coal “‘,"',‘i'l‘."‘\':; o “"“,\‘:‘:l "{‘I‘)"’:‘"","’," l"“‘l' / pick their way over the black-—— 108
LA e Rl i e uncil study commiltee, appol arymont, after a slight hesi- [ened earth to the ruins of their 17A
three r‘.sl‘ r. The ez gyasd Stiolar ed last week by Council Chair-|tation, ansered: bores and summer cabins. E Our Weofher . 17A
er In the leg when he accidentally stepped over the man S. Herbert Hitch, are “No, I would not. T would say |een structures o 8A
warning-wire. The rutsbaga war was on again Stan Brookshire, Al Bechtold, || was in love with Mrs. Taylor.” | stroyed. More than 2 I ild i 184
. . Lscy Ra!l\w'g Art Jones, Stokes Marymont said he first met |in peril | - oy
(WRT-WRTY personality Alan Newcomb, a B17 el oot bact Johoeasy Rob|the English girl in July, 1956.| jn picturesque San Juan Canyon,| ir 2 n
| 3 pilot during World War 1T was shot down twice p bt Mt e parewis asked, Do you admit|scenic beuty is tarned to rubbie| morning o
He was a prisoner at Stalag Luft I, north of Berlin Mrs. Ernest B, Hunier of the[Nrs Tavior from betae Cheiet. |27 2i0es. . o
on the Baltie Sea) oul welfare board has been|mas 1056 up to May this vear?" |COMMON LOSS 16A
4 added to the committee. Marymont: “Yes, I do | ' a 9B
I The Social Planning Council| The sergeant denied he had| Tie canyon people pm 1A
committee was named after a turned share the co: iB
|of foss More Weather Data on page #A 9A

| Charlotte News series on rh(l‘h(‘n‘ See SERGEANT On Page +-A
ho must stay in school without
lich because. their parents can-|
not provide it

United Appeal offered $1,000 to
city and county schools for free
hmehes. and individuals have con- |
tributed $604.25 to the City Lunch-
toom Dept
Benefactor for the county Ne-
g0 children (white county
schools say they are feeding all

See HUNGER On Page

The Lighter Side

And It Was His
Birthday, Too

—TWO ROBBERIES IN ONE NIGHT—

Peter Is Shut Out In Double-Header

“And dm'

anybods
ave when

By JOHN KILGO
News Staff Writer

Peter G. Lozarides called it
a double-header

his face and he picked up the
money.

REALLY SHOOK UP

wind 8 o'clock

MACHINE BROKEN

(From AP Reports) - Noothing New Others would probably call gty tnome en. Jir; ! Mean 1 saw the.c o
It was Beethoven's oy it just a case of plain, bad | 1ac L0 LNy - oiiiba BT I
but it was also the Delano Curtington, 20, a Navy luck—the Kind that strikes in " 7eTe 8re You going i
seasan. That's fow 1 man in San Francisco, said pairs  “He went out the ¢ $ ot
started In ol 1 : - Lozarides _operates - Pierre's 1 Went o the He >
v N ( € when  the Restaurant, 3 = the gun door an 5
1 wnd midnig t mght 1 hit y
.‘ itten foele he was closing for the day 1 was

| He had his mone

n gn Jearni on the counter—uith S350 in  ing to get m 2 TV.N ad i ) w
A it I'm broke. ace stolen Y about
NC M il | looked around.® he.said “1 work 18 hours a day and | 2 Iwo | double-header.  That )
10 he “and 2 1all_colored man was A o Homt . h Jouble-t
Three ( 13 brother R oo And Lozarides los
| " “He bad ‘2 wool seart over went home and 1 still ean L PETER LOZARIDES




