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MR. SCHEER

“See if there is anything for the crew to do,”
the Captain had said in his parting instructions.
“We may give them a day ashore.”

We made the launch secure to a frail boat
landing. An American soldier standing on the dock
offered to help. He looked at me—hard. There was
a trace of recognition, than we blurted our names.
unison
hometown
Howard was not a close friend. He had no close
high school
nge kid" kind of *

But it was a good reunion thousands of miles
from home on a cold December day and we talked
long My friend from the ship went on without me.
I got around to asking Howard about en-
tertainment. explaining that the men on tHe ship
there the next day seeking the
pleasures, of men long at sea and lonesome for

The Christmas

| Remember Best

(First of 1 series by prominent Charlotteans.)

Howard'’s Richest Gift

By JULIAN SCHEER

For men at sea, landfall, any landfall,
ciling. Even in a place like Korea where it was
ten degrees below zero and there was nothing to
see or do, but only the opportunity to walk about

is ex-

frozen sireets and look into
the cold and expressionless
faces of an unhappy people,
a day ashore was a big event.

This was the Korea of
World War 11, before it be-
came the land of headlines
Our ship, an ancient vessel
weary with war, beat its wav
across the barren Yellow Sea
lo the port of Jinsen and
dropped anchor on a Decem-
ber night in 1945,

The ne xt morning came
up over the water bleak and

almost unwanted and the two of us put a motor
launch over the side to go ashore for sailing orders
for a return frip to Japan.

It was Howard Clarke, a bov

for he was known as a
preachy,” with grown up

usual

" he said quickly, explaining proud
Iy that he had “many friends” in the town.

Sowe started on a long walk through the frozen
back streets of Jinsen.

We walked for what seemed like miles until
we came to alow,
street. Howard opened a door, walked inside and
a group of voung men and women rushed up to
threw their arms about him and
talked wildly in Korean. Then he spoke to them
them watching me. One young girl took
d and led me across the room
gathered
and 1 didn’t recognize the Korean words But the
melody suddenly became clear and T saw Howard
smiling at the recognition on my face. First,
sang "Hark, the Herald Angels"
“Silent Night."

Then I realized that time had passed me by
aboard a ship—and today was Christmas—Chrlst.
mas in Korea, 1945.

Howard turned
he said qui

dingy frame building on a back

about me and starfed to sing

they

then “Noel'" and,

ta me.
Iy

“This Is my Christian
“This is my flock.™

And I stood there on a Christmas morning and
Howard

received the richest gift of

(Mr. Scheer is a Charlotte News columnistre.
porter, who served in the Merchant Marine dur-
ing World War I1)
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Ike Attacks
Vote Action
In Alabama

WASHINGTON (P — Presi-
dent Eisenhower called it rep-
rehensible for public officials
to refuse to produce evidence
about Negro voter registra-
tion
At a news conference the Presi-
dent dealt specifically with such
defiance in Alabama and also with
defiance of the law generally
At his lirst meeting with report-
ers since Nov. Eisenhower also
said he knows of no reason to
question reports that the Soviet
Union has developed an intercon-
tinental ballistic missile capable
of delivering a warhead almost
8,700 miles.
As for published reports the
Soviet Union has fest flown an
atomic.powered plane, Eisenhow-
er said this government has re-
ceived no intelligence—no reliable
information they have flown
such a plane.
Eisenhower was asked for com-
ment on the rel | by Alabama
public officials to supply Negro
tion data to the fed-

or | Commission

In the light of that development,
the commission Tuesday started
legal action to compe! the offi-
cials to produce such data,

NOT VERY WELL

Six Persons Die

At Home Of Reli

(AP Phatofax)

Smouldering Ruins Mark Spot Where Building Stood Before Explosion

In Blast

IOUS

Cult

Two Others Missing;
Building Destroyed

CHATSWORTH, Calif. (7—A bomb blew up headquarters

of the Fountain of the World
least six persons.

religious cult today, killing at

Six bodies were recovered. TWo |1 Angeles and neighboring Ven-

persons. are missing, One
was identified as 11-month-old
win . Shanafelt, one of 14 chil-
dren asleep in the building.

The cult Jeader, Krishna Venta

200 | tyra County believe the infernal
" device

thal blasted in darkness
ahout 2 a.m. was brought to the
headquarters in a canvas bag by
a man

hearded, barefoot mystic in flow- |~ survivors tald officers they saw

ing
similarly garbed followers to aid
in earthquake, fire or flood disas-
ters, was tentatively identified as
ane who perished

Palice and- sheriff’s officers of

KRISHNA VENTA

The President remarked that he
doesn’t feel very well about the
defiance in Alabama

He said be picked the commis-
sion very carefully, making sure
that some Southerners were in-
cluded on it

It is a rather sad sort of thing,
Eisenhower went on, when such
deflance develops. He said all
around the country we are run-
ning into refusals to comply with
the basic laws of the Jaad that
have been upheld as being legal

w
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BRENHAM, Tex. (AP) — Paul

in
bri

Kasprowicz, 8, told his mother the| £0
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\H*n\ and looked, then| es
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selves, the other for friends,

ship.

wiches for others. Or if they eat

—NEED GREAT AT COUNTY’S NEGRO SCHOOLS—
Kids Have Own ‘Free Lunch’ Program

At Woodland School, Principa
Thomas J. Anderson said many
children come to school without
breakfast, and can't bring a
sandwich with them for lunch.

Teachers encourage them to

Plato Price is duplicated at the
county’s six other Negro schools

The 33 white county princi-
pals report they are able to take
care of those children whose
parents cannot afford to provide

By ANN SAWYER
s Staff Writer
Children who bring two sand-
iches to school—one for them-

Youngsters who save the milk

and % served with their lunches and  lunches. bring some food i possible —
And thet, he said, is a repre-| give it to children who got noth- Negro county school princi- [0 * T s 5 h’ o sweet
bensible kind of thing ing lo eat ay they are providing ven 1S ’\ déron sald
The President sounded a new| Without informal “free 20 free lunches now, but OISR, WA ACRISO saic.
appeal far respect for the law. He | Tunch” program, many ‘mare between. 220 0 TAs e
soid there should be no. interier-| pupils at Plito Price High d 245 & ot e Lo
ence with the right of free men | School would be going hungry M the wounty ach; d0lSCRVIIY ks o
e pri tunchroom is operaied as a sep. e stid. “They cant do.their
: ) o dont free  frale uni, and mus provide b
7 7 Yinclids, x free lunches out of its own op.
VOLCANO Clarke told The News etation.
don't have any rovenis. Negra pritcipaly 2y (heycan- at_other

IN BA THROOM “But we try to teach citizen- 0! take care of the need .u@,u,n to

For example, no free lunches
at all are provided at Plato
Price, Sterling, and Woodland.

GREAT NEED

htln needy children by bringing
sandwiches or buying lunches
out of their own limited funds.

The only free lunches to needy

“Some children bring sand-

the Inuchroony, they often

ing their carton of milk for hungry Negro county school
meone who doesn't have any- _ But the need at these schools  children are being given at Ada
ing, is great Jenkins, 8; J. H. Gunan, 7 and
Our teachers help with lunch-  Principals estimale 50 should ~ Torrence-Lytle

and buy milk for necdy chil-  be provided at Plato Price, be But these fre do not
en loo tween 35 and 40 at Sterling, and  meet the need 3

The acute hunger problem at 45 at Woudland Jenkins

School needs 10 more free Tunch-
es, Gunn needs between 30 and
40 more, and Torrence-Lytle be-
tween 25 and 30 more.

The Negro school at Matthews
does not have a lunchroom pro-
gram

M
tween

only is offered, and be-
id 30 per cent of the
annot bring four cents
for the half pint of milk,
acenrding to the principal, Adam
W. Manigo,

The lunchroom program in
county schools is operated dif-
ferently than it is In the city
system, and prices are lower,

U. & STATE AID

Rather than a system-wide op-
eration, each principal operates
his own lunchroom with help
from a counly supervisory staff,

As in the city, the lunchrooms
receive commodities from the
federal government and reim-

See STUDENTS On Page 2A
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Bombing Trial
Mistrial Ruled

ATLANTA (# — Judge Durwood
T. Pye declared a mistrial today
in the state's efforts to convict
George Bright of the Jewish Tem-
ple bombing and inflict the death

alty

The

@ mistrial caxr» with the
ors hopelessly dlockes
i

after they began their delib

obes who frequently led his|4nd heard a stranger, carrying

such a bag, arguing with two
members of the cult only five
minites before the explosion

FBI ENTERS CASE

The FBI entered the case, of-
fering its investigation and labo.
ralory facilities to local authori-
ties

Venta has called himself the
master of the WKFL Fountain of
the World, The initials stand for
the sims of the sect — wisdom,
knowledge, faith and love. He has
described himself as having a
“lifelong dedication to God.”

Cult members dead or missing:

Venta, 47, onetime San Fran-
cisco shipyard worker whose real
name was Francis H. Percovic;
Martin Baker and his daughter,
Keela. 9; Gene Shanafelt, 40, and
his wife, Jane, 37, and the child,
Elwin: Anna Noga, 65, and Ethel
Ray, 58.

A woman cultist, Bishop Me-
Cona, said she was sleeping in
the administration building. She
was awakened, she said, and
looked out to see a man outside in
an argument with two cult mem-
bers, one of whom she believes
was Shanaiell,

Five minules later came the ex-

plosion, she said, She escaj e
tually umhurt,
Brother Isaiah d he and 11

boys were asleep in a dormitory
building adjacent to the adminis
tration  building. The dormitory
rool was blown off. Brother Isaiah
led the 11 bays to safety,

Sister Ruth Lewis, in a wom-
en‘; dormitory 100 yards away,
sai

“The ground shook and debris
landed on the roof. At first I
thought it was an earthquake. I
remembered there was a rocket
plant nearby and then 1 thought
there had been a nuclear blast.

FEARS REALIZED

“When T got outside, my worst
fears were realized. Where the
headquarters building was, was a
roaring inferno, I ran to the build.
ing. There was nothing left to do,
It was terrible”

The explosion started a brush
fire which burned 200 acres before
it was controlled.

The cult’s quarters are sprawl
ing buildings in a Box canyon
straddling the Los Angeles-Ven.
tura County line. The headquar.
ters building, a two-level struc.
ture, was of stone and stucco,

Linda Lee Baker, 8, whose fa-
ther, Martin, and sister, Keela,
presumably perished, was burned
on the face and upper body.

hm report of the blast came

rom a woman living a mile from

e remote canyon retrest which
is tucked away in mountains at
the head of the San Fernando
Valley, about % miles from Loy
Angeles.

Mrs, Dorothy Hamm said she
was knocked frnm ‘wr bed by
the farce of the L
ning outside, she
n "
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Five Je ctures have
been rl.)rvmuu by bombs in three
southern states this year.
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