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Editorial Book Review

The Field Marshal And The Warden

By EDWIN M. YODER
Charlotte News Editorial Writer

THE MEMOIRS of FieldMarshal the
Viscount Montgomery of Alamein, K. G.
World Publishing Company. 508 pages.
£6.

TH"RE are probably a thousand ways

o review a book, especially a book
which has drawn veritable platoons of
world brass into an ancient controversy
about war strategy.

The most eccentric way is not to talk
of strategy, about which I know less
than nothing: and not to talk of the great
warlord whose hook it is Field Marshal
the Viscount Montgomery of Alamein was
already something of a legend when
I was growing up in a small North Caro-
lina town duting the war. | remember
trooping with many others down to the
theatre to see the documentary film,
Deserr Vicrony, which came out of his
North African campaign. I remember
sitting spellbound, at the age of ten,
watching the tanks kicking dust across
that faraway desert, seeing the highland-
ers with their bagpipes whining and
their uniforms alight with the flash of
night-fire.

Yet 1 have only admired “Monty" at
distances; and 1 choose to write about
someone who was very close and vital
to him during the war — his chief of
intelligence. Brigadier E T. Williams,
In Montgomery's words: “a major in the
King's Dragoon Guards . an Oxford
don (who) had a brilliant brain . . . He
went right through the rest of the war

with me."
‘\ ONTY gives Williams credit for the
l idea which led to the first great
crack in the Axis at Alamein: “In a con-
versation one day . . .he pointed out to
me ihat the enemy German and Italian
troops were what he called ‘corsetted’;
that is. Rommel had so deployed his Ger-,
man infantry and parachute troops that
they were positioned between. and in
some places hehind, his Ialian troops
all along the {ront, the latter being un-
reliable when it came to hard fighting,
Bill Williams' idea was that if we could
separate the two we would be very well
placed, as we could smash through a
purely Italian front without any great
difficulty. This very brilliant analysis
and idea was to be a major feature of
the master plan for the ‘crumbling’ op-
erations, and it paved the way to final
victory of Alamein

Field Marshal Montgomery recalls,
“Bill Williams was the main source of
inspiration; intellectually he was far su-
perior to mysell or to anyone on my
staff. but he never gave one that im-
pression In the Second World War
the best officers in the Intelligence Corps
were civilians: they seemed to have the
best brain for that type of work. trained
in the ‘rules of evidence,' fertile and
with great imagination, and Bill Wil-
liams stood out supreme among them
all”

.- e

EADING all of this. I remembered

vividly the first time I set eyes on
Mont¥’s “Bill” Williams, now warden of
Rhodes House at Oxford 1 was one
greenhorn Rhodes Scholars

in 1976, who, our gaze accustomed to
the wild American countryside and then
the sea for spven days, had just cast eves
on the rarwled green of the English
countryside of Cornwall. As we landed
at Plvmouth and made ready to entrain
for Osford, I approached the window for
a ticket. gaping all the while at the
smoke-darkened old Plymouth trainshed
where slants of mid-October sun poured
in. Out of the corner of an eye 1 saw
T Williams, standing alone and quiet
1 pillar in the center of the shed
v momory is of a nondeseript overcoat
and glasses — and an imperturbable
in which concern and detachment
lery and propriety mingled.

not see “the warden” again until
ed off the frain into a stone-silent
J npatriots who shared

it with him said the
g and hot about Oxford
Te 'Mv knew that Williams. who sat
in sphinx-like detachment, had anything
to do with it Certainly they did not

From The Christian Science Monitor

Viscount Montgomery

know he was “the warden "

To understand the position “the war-
den,” M ex-intelligence officer,
commanded at Oxford, one has fo imag-
ine a father-confessor to a bewildered
flock from the distant corners of the
English-speaking world, a sometimes
almsgiver. a sometimes Richelieu of aca-
demic politics, a dispenser of port and
brandy in the most haughty tradition of
English academic gentility — and of
hotdogs. coffee and cigarettes

The Senior Common rooms of Oxford
domain of the dons, the “monks," whom
Gibbon portraved as “steeped in port
and prejudice.” had trained this exem-
plar of its manner and ethos well It had
trained him in hath its wisdom and its
fndomitable it and it was the war-
den’s rapier-wit that most of us will re-
call, not because it outdid his wisdom
but because no other atmosphere in the
world is, T imagine. fuller charged 1o
frustrate the solemn ass. The warden
was at his best with a glass of something
and a good cigar. Out of reams of wifti-

cisms, I rememher one about Dr. Har-
old Urey, the great physicist — who
was Oxford's Bastman Professor in
195657,

just before George Kennan
e .

0 imagine a meeting between War-

den Williams, the quintessential Ox-
ford don, and Professor Urey is to im:
ine a meeting between a merry and no.
lite Falstaff or Puck and a scientist
schooled in the poker-faced American
academic tradition where levity is often
frowned upon. I can imagine a deadly se-
rious scientist with mesons and graphs
and formulae buzing through his high
dome set down in this lustrous academe
where a physicist never talks atoms but
instead cracks jokes ahout Dante. Where
the Italian literature man will fill vour
ear with incessant witticism, not about
Dante of course, but about atoms Warilon
Williams, though you knew he respected

Dr. Urey, handled him concisely, “We
tried to talk." he said. “hut do you
know? — T think he found us frivalons

Warden Williams is, T must sav. a
Tory — or more accurately a Tory dem
ocrat after the Lord Randolph Churchill
tradition. “Yes." he confessed one nizht

Tam a very. very far to the right Tor
— though [ understand thet’s much to

the left of anything you have m tie
United States
e e
CAN, indeed, remember o mght

last December when | presumed 1o
much on his Toryhood. A distinguishes
American-born Oxford don had said of

Suez. “Britain has nothing 1o be
ashamed of." I yentured fo agree with
that: and T believe. though | am not
sure. that it “hotted” (his espression
the warden

All in all, T found the brain behind
Monty deeply fascinating, and I don't
faney that T by anv means plumbod hi
depth

But what does this have 1o do with
Monty? Little. of course. exce
suspect that when all the war

That would be a grave

injustice to
ns. mastermind of
and to me “The Warden

Brigadier E. T Willia
Alamein

THE FITTING GUIDES

F the migrating waterfowl the poet
Bryant wrote:

Witither dost thou pursue
Thy solitary way?
Lone wandering but not lost

Whither? To jts winter feeding
grounds, perhaps 5,000 miles away. Or
back to where it mates and nests, not
simply to the e latitude or to the
same upland or plain. but perhaps to the
very marsh from which it set forth last
autumn

How? Here has been one of the great
mysteries of nature. Some students of
ornithological lore have ventured that
migrating birds are guided by sensitivity
fo magnetie currents of the earth — and
admit they have yet to prove it. Others
suggest that birds, with the extraordinary

optical instruments thev have for eves
pilot by familiar landmarks Buf then
comes the fact of crossing trackless

oceans
Now a West German ornithologist re-
ports that by tethering birds in a plane.
tarium and ohserving their behavior as
the skies of various seasons are project
ed upon the domed ceiling he is con
ating birds are guide

vinced that mix

g How could

For if ‘Hrrr
thrilling
sky. hearing di
terings and an occasional honk, and then
seeing a phalanx of geese slip across the
vellow brilliance of a full autumn moon,
it has yet to be celebrated in song or
poetry.

—THE LANDSLIDE IN RETROSPECT: THREE VIEWS—
Republicans Were Architects Of Their Own Advers:ty

By JOSEPH ALSOP

WASHINGTON

THE BIG secrst of the 19%
has been a pretly

for a preity long time
In briel
win many

election
open secrel
in horse-racing circles
you cannot expect fo
races it almost entries
are spavined chalted or af
1ed with glanders

the inc

If you exam redible
election returns it real
Iy does turn out tn be almost as
e as that. All across the
wherever the Republi-
can entry was not visily ready

ackers’
animal

in detai)

exceptional
made a respectable showing o
actually won his race

yard, this

MACABRE EXPERIMENTS
The

inoc cases of this sort
were almost more impressive, in
some ways. than the big, glitter-
Ing, attention.getting ones. In Mas.
sachusetts, for example, the Re.
publicans seem to have composed
their ticket by searching under
stones, tracking down creatures
that were making odd noises in
the wall, and other macabre ex-
periments in nalural history. The
sole eandidate apparently chosen
on the theory that he might at-
tract a few votes, was Christian

Herter Jr
general

Young Herter did not win, to
be sure. Nothing less than a direct
intervention of the Almighty could
have carried h victory when
the leading Dem Sen. Jack
Kennedy, was literally taking just
under three-quarters of the total
vote, But whereas Kennedy's op-
porent lost by a majority of over
850,000 votes, young Herter at
least lost by a perfectly respecta-
ble total of less than 90,000 votes.
No other case comes fo mind,
when a difference In the quality
of candidates made a difference
of close to 800,000 votes in the
margins of the lead man and the
rear man in a party-leam.
NEW YORK STORY

The stary in New York is too
obvious 1o need underlining. There
fif another image may be bor-
rowed [rom the animal world) Nel
son Rockefeller lurned out to he
political eagle. He carried
torial condidate, Kenneth
Keati to safe harbor beyond
the storm waves, like the wren
who stole a ride in the fable
the Republi-
good entry
in young

who ran for attorney

the

in Oregon. axain.
found a pretty
governorshij

can:
for the

Mark Hatfield, and he was tidily
elected in this increasingly Dem.
cratic state. In Pennsylvania,
once again, the Republicans found
another good man to run for the
Senate, in the person of Hugh
Scott. and Scott won quite com-
fortably. About the only respect-
able Republican on the Minnesota
ticket was Sen, Ed Thye: and
his case turned out like that of
young Herter. He did not win,
but he made a decent showing
that contrasted sharply with the
general debacle in that state

PROVING THE RULE

Minnesota also provided one of
the instances that prove the rule
from the other side of the medal
Tep. Coya Knutson, in addition to
her celebrated family troubles,
was a thoroughly lightweight can-
didate; and in Minnesota the
Democrats _therefore lost Mrs
Knutson's House seat. In Mary.
land, too, the Democrats decided
they could force the unappetizing
mayor of Baltimor homas
D’Alesandro, on the local voters
and thus the dim Republican, J
Glenn Beall, was thoughtfully as.
sisted to keep his Senate scat

A TIDAL WAVE

is perlect nonsense, In fact
fo of these 1958 results In
ferm f a gigantic. irresistible
tidal wave. What looked like a

The Shifting Balonce Of Power

lidal wave was first of all the
sum of a long series of local Re-
publican choices of candidates ob-
viously likely to repel the maxi
mum number of votes. Wherever
the Democrats committed = com-
parable follies, as they did here
and there, they also suffered.

In several states the false sem.
blance of a tidal wave was also
assisted by another kind of Re-
publican folly. For some reason,
many Republicans have always
liked d gless ideologi
y tter than run
ning for victory. The conse
this time, was the interjecion of
the socalled righttowork issue
into several state elections, with
results that were dramatic enough

to rcqulrl' separate analysis, *

e main, however, this elec.
nan h.u chiefly illustrated the de.
cay of state Republican organiza-
tions, their widespread failure to
recruit able, moderate and im-
pressive yougger men, and their
general preference for dreary old
hacks and sellingplaters. It has
also illustrated the vigorous par-

allel rebirth of the Democratic
state organizations, and their
wickes ference for vote-getters

on the tickel

No doubt the Republicans could
not have avoided a modest set
back in this offyear. But they
surely deserve ‘he fullest credit
as sole architects of their own
disaster.

The ‘No-Sayers' Get A Dose Of Their Own Medicine

By DORIS FLEESON

WASHINGTON

HE voters elected a contem-

porary Congress and contem-
porary governors Tuesday.

In almost every instance the
victors are younger, hetter-edu
cated and more alert than the
men they will replace. The future
that they will shape may not be
much of a future in the eyes ol
many of the losers, but it is all
the future the present generation
is going to have.

Because the Democrats practi
politics more consistently and
more sensitively than Republicans
they were able fo ride this trend
to their sensational victories

ROCKEFELLER'S VICTORY

It Is highly significant that the
nding Republican surtivor of
s avalanche, Gov -clect
Nelson Rnckelvller of New York,
insisted upon siressing contempor-

ary problents, openly rebuffed the
scare tactics of President Fisen
hower and Vice President Nixon
and repeatedly shied away from
the Republican labe!

Rockeleller sensed that GOP
strategy  would nol  win  New
York Apparently it failed every-
where else

TARGET: RELTHER

Only ane small, underpopulated
state ¢ itspoken right-
wing Republican, Sen. Barry Gold
water ol Arizona lought his cam.
paign largely against his personal
evil, labor leadér Walter Reu-
ther, and defeated a Democratic
conservative, Gov. Ernest McFar.
land.

New York almost alone gives
the Republican Party a true cen-
ter of pawer today and a claim fo
be a viable institution, able to ex-
pand and grow

cted an

— that he can be

Thus emerges as akabls
more than a potential rival of ruthless
Vice President Nixon for the Re.

publican nomination for president
in 1960, He an be the rehuilder
of his party — the task for which
the President once s emed ideally
equipped tut for which he has
shown neither inclination nor tal-

2

With their present numbers and
rength the Democrats offer no
such golden opportunity to any one
man, In their efforts to capture
the 1960 prize, Democratic front.
runners will be jostling each oth

comnelled ta compete harshi
thin the family

HE CAN BE RUTHLESS

Rockefeller has vote appeal. en-
ergy, ambition. lashings of money
and ties with many  walks of
American life. Albany will test his
political skill, but he will have the
best help money can huy and he
has shown — in a nice way but

It will be endlessly fascinating
to watch the vice president cope
with the first real c¢ urn e he
has encountered  within 1G
publican Party. He will be. Tands
capper by the fis home
ba s been swept

away

There the Democrats (riumplied
as foi A rHHy[ ey lV(m/
that
is shifting west
has greally expanded
South-big city machine base

TROUBLE FOR DIXIE

The continuing rise of the West
Ii's state of
party. De e
their seniority and parliar
skiil. 1i erners in Congress
will find i increasingly difficult
to ho! 1 on oy
ough the din will be terrifc
The first tendency of politicians

was fo slress he local {issues,
which affected the outcorne. Un-
nuestionably, they are very impor.
ant in midterm election:

Bul the Democratic victors in
ne every case also discussed
and critieize e foreign  policy
of the administration. From Maine

&

to California, and including ~ Wyn-
ming, they demanded new solu-
tions in world affairs.
OPPORTUNITY FOR IKE:

The opportunily is thus afford.

e Elsenhower administration
mare imaginative and flex-
than it has been in the past

The feeling that something ought
to he fried which has not been
tried was clearly expressed in fhe
campaign by Democrats, and they
have won, This is an area. too,
on which they have as a party
very gr unity.

In every corner of the country
the no-sayers were, in fact. told
o,

Old Guard Rebuffed By Bright, New Political Warriors

By MARQUIS CHILDS

WASHINGTON
OU WILL admil. of course,

that your mvmll\ is run by
the Rockelellers. th
the Fords

lons and

< a Soviet ¢
in Kiev on a
visit to Russia last summer. So

indoctrinated was he v
ficial propag i
little use arguing with
politically soeakinz. 1ol
be firther l'mn the tru
naite propoant

Nelson Rockeleller
race for governor
is being hailed as another piece
of evidence in the rule of big
money in America

LIBERALS LIKE

th the of-

3

‘\I.vm
of New York

HIM

his pame an

ence helped. Bu

ol srest riches

play a part in American: politic <|
oct

it wiviher directly or inc

fie made a bre
m..drr ales and libe
the appeal of a friendly., [ik
hnman being Wwho was assin
W bk campaign that under the

rules of fair play the golden spoon

he was born to would ot be held
him

At the same tme Rockeleller

the hard

nto the thick ¢
al fray. Others ir
bracke! were following 1
old course of mn., to buy el
way home. Mar

HATFIELD'S ENAMPLE

¢ oflier side of the conti-
ther | CAMPAIENING
g Republi who had also

the Old Guard. was
less conspi vie
v of

Drew Pearson's
Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON  sfate we
knows Nelson Rocke. A
elect of New York,

i

M""v than most is John Dickey

and went on to do

primary
frient haunshd\

own intens
ing campaign.

He remarked wryly 10 days be

fore the election (il the Old

still believed you coild biry
gtions by putting up  eno
fboatds and getting enough tel
evision time, In a once-Republican
in which the Democrats had
captured vittually every office
this former professor of political
science used a new approach and

//

niques. Determined fo re.
Republican organization
I umnm at 36 will be
If the Rep

HERE Lok,

moderate tack

1 down-wih

of whal they were
most everywhore else
Goldwalor 5ot

oul lo create (he
ardent  ern<ader
words were thosa

ugh his
of reaction

LONELY FIGURE

In lhe new Senate Goldwater

will be a lonely figure

treme right had al

Joseph  McCartl

Welker. In annuuncing his re
ment Sen. William

Indiana had a forecas
handwriting on the wall, and ha
failed by a wide margin to pit
over his hand-picked successor,
Gov. Harold Handley. In the Dem
acratic sweep the right wing lost

Sen, John W. Bricker in Ohio and
Sen. George Malone in Ne:
and Sen Wil F. Know
on whom they could sually count,
went down to a foreordained doom

n California In Wyoming the
t nk A. Barroit,
who ays voted on the

sumably the leader of the

ereafly shrunken Republican flack
n the new Senate will he Sen.
t Me hH v Ditksen of Il-

far from an

m.ll'\a the last tweo

ent who cannot

ind who has

I efiect. repudiated by the

INTERESTING ERA

boind 1o have

tio witl sa mmority

Is New York Big Enough ForRocky?

him

Secret Phone Call

ephone call

presi

atlended as a boy and on witbse board 4 Jot 1 hp fact
of trustees he now sits man % e
known i Southers

‘It's A Guod Thmg

enor of New
New Hampshire

York, not
In New

he tears up rai
new highways it'll be all right

were governor of New Hampshire the

governor
York he
have plenty of room for his energy. (f
d tracks and builds

I he that

ildn't be large enou

large bloc of votes, but it
n any normal runoff
in November these Republican

to hold

votes would

g0 fto Knight

the Republi- Christop

r's votes to me in the final

can nominee for the Sen :
Howeyer. shrewd | man En hig assign " replied
* ned, mot lo Mayor ( e proceeded to tackle it
lune h o n of ter, he huddled with
that Congre: e | b he San Franciseo, who
ocral:  Jittle i that he, Christopher,
nia, ilefeat endorse Gov. Knigh
 Favor Asked eS¢
4 y AR
ent o been Succo s Srarv
me of the fow American frequen: Chri
to run for high state i gave .Mxr N pointers on aow
ver his local R can leaders
“l want you 1o do a favor for me esult A part of the Chris
said Congressman Engie ber vota went to Clare Engls, Demo-

“What is it?

asked George Johnson
“I want you to delver all of George

cral, not

1o Goodie Knight, Republican

Engle was elected




