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New Tax Schemes Bad For Charlotte

$ the City Council's amorers, beaters

and gun-bearers prepared for the
big tax hunt this week a shudder went
through the entire community.

Small wonder. The loose talk about
a payroll tax or a municipal income
tax is enough to sadden any citizenry

Granted that new revenue is needed
But a payroll tax Is clearly mnot the an.
swer. Nor is its more refined version,
the city income tax. If one is had the
other is worse.

A payroll tax would simply encour-
age business to leave the city and dis-
courage new business from coming
here Consider the temptation, for in
stance, to run away from not only
North Carolina’s state income fix, but
also the county’s hefty property tax
and then a city payroll tax, to go into
neighboring territory where there is not
even a state income tax. When an em-
ployer pays a tax on payroll he is mot
necessarily paying a tax related fo prof
its, and ability to pay would not be a
consideration. One thing it would do
would ba to hasten the laying off of
employes in bad times

If the burden were passed on to em:-
ployes in the form of a municipal in-
come tax—although it still might be
called a “payroll tax"—it would mean
a leap from the frying pan inlo the
fire.

One of the chief arguments against
a city income tax is that it would hit
the lowest income group hardest. No
personal exemptions could be permitted
very easily and the tax probably would

be graduated so that those in the

upper income bracket would pay at a
higher rate. Futhermore, it would sub-
ject Tar Heels who earn their incomes
in Charlotte to triple taxation. The state
and federal governments already levy
income taxes and therefore any addi-
tional payroll deduction would cause
additional hardship.

Any such taxation would be bad for
business, bad for the city, bad for the
people who earn a living here and would
tend to give Charlotte a bad name as
being a hightax town for hnsiness, in-
dustry and commerce

Rather than blunder blindly into such
u scheme, the City Council should first
review its enfire tax program for signs
of decay or imperfection. If, after such
an examination, it is still evident that
new sources of revenue are needed then
the Council ought to seek expert advice

Other cities have been forced to seek
new tax sources in recent years. But
they have adopled no single solution to
the exclusion of all others  According
10 a recent survey by the Municipal Fi-
nance Officers Association, more than 678
of the 1,347 cities in the United States
with populations in excess of 10000, as
well as a substantial number of smaller
communities, use one of nine different
nonproperty taxes. A little thought
might even produce a few new sources
that the other cities have not yet dis-
covered The choice need not be be-
tween a payroll-income tax and nothing.

Certainly, no action should be taken
by the City Council on new forms of
taxation until it is fully informed on the
problem.

A Musing On OId Times In The Sudan

‘TR! more things change, the more
they remain the same’ is usually
thought of as the world-weary creed
of a cynic; but reading of this week's
coup in the Sudan, we began to wonder
how more incurably romantic it conld be.

For as the Gen. Abhouds and the grog
of nationalism make their marks, we
couldn't help thinking of the ghostly
figures who must watch present-day
events from whatever corner of after-
life—and with memories of when the
Sudan was bigtime news

Sudan? Khartoum? Fashoda? Names

ou don't hear much about—unless yvou

ave some quixotic bent for rummaging
in the dusty attics of history.

But Winston Churchill, who has such
a bent, must remember the last big
news from Sudan. He should; he was
there. It was before the turn of the
century when British and French colon-
falism in Africa came face to face at
that remote outpost along the Nile: when
Kitchener and the French general,
Marchand, met on Kitchener's hirge in
the Nile and drank toasts, disputed over
flags, and held the world in suspense of
‘War.

‘That was in the Kiplingesque era, when
“east of Suez” meant something when
starboard home” had not be-
h," Stanley and Livingstone
were names, and forgolten men were
Presidents of the United States

Then, as today, as ever, water was the

culprit—Nile water. When the Fashoda
Crisis was a current fopic, about 1868,
and far back into the Egyptian books
of Herodotus, the crop-vital floodwaters
of the Nile have made the Sudan strate-
gle. Before the Fashoda settlement. the
French had a legendary plot to raise a
dam in the Sudan and thus to reduce
British Egypt's Nile to a trickle. It was
the same question over which Sudanese
were haggling with one Gamal Abdel
Nasser when the coup struck Kharfoum
this week.

But, all in all. Sudan has seen mora
interesting crises than Fashoda—like the
fall of Khartoum under Gen. ‘Chinese”
Gordon, whom Gladstone had sent long
before Fashoda fo evacuate Khartoum.
Instead this stern and lonely man set up
his defiance o fthe Mahdi's wild men
there and eventually lost the settlement
and his head.  Gordon was one of Lytton
Strachey’s “eminent” Victorians, fanatic
on the sly. praying and drinking. who
almost made a government topple

But what have we here, but a musing
as whimsical, as farfetched, perhaps as
useless as Sir Thomas Browne's on Urn
Burial? Yet beneath the hard grain of
our contemporary preoccupations. there
is an insane streak which tells us that
hard by Khartoum, one of these starlit
African nights, one might see in the dis-
tance Gdrdon's head on a dervish's stick
—or Marchand with & cup of tea

How To Keep Downtown In The Pink

LANS for an organization to promote
downtown Charlotte are as welcome

hereabouts as a visit from St Nicholas

Downtown Is the core of commerce
the heart of the entire metropolitan com-
munity. To remain healthy it must
have bold and imaginative treatment

An organization made up of the com.
munity's ablest citizens can supply the
coordinated effort needed. Such an or-
ganization is scheduled to be formed here
in January, Committees are already at
work on details

Attention will naturally be given to
merchandising and the attraction of
shoppers to the city's center. But the
downtown organization can also serve
a useful purpose by attacking boldly the
specific problems that mean the differ-
ence between progress and decay in the
ares:

1— Adequate parking.

2—Relief of traffic congestion and the
elimination of hazards to pedestrians
msmide the shopping area

3 Replacement of ugliness with beau-
ty through cooperative action, includ-
ing redesign of signs, facades and the
provision of open space

4—Elimination of inappropriate uses
within the area.

3—Protection of adjacent neighbor-
hoods by setting the area apart from
residences, providing adequate traffic
ways leading to and around the shop-
ping area

Working on these problems in coop-
erauon with the (‘nv(‘oumv Plannlng
the
can serve the hest Interests nl all Char-
lotteans.

From The Delta Greenivile (Miss.) Democrat

NORTH CAROLINA’S EXAMPLE

W‘HILA; most southern states are mak-
ing headlines these days by shout-
ing defiance of the federal government,
the steadiest and best balanced of the
southern states—economically, politically
and emotionally—keeps plugging ahead,

to the admiration and envy of the ob.
servant,

In her own quiet way, North Cirolina
has adjusted sensibly to the South's

principal problem, at least for the time
being. The result is that while her neigh-
boring states are busy repelling Yankee
invaders, North Carolina has been busy
acquiring new industries

Comparisons are revealing. In the first
six months of this year, the Tir Heel
state gained 225 new or expanded in-
dustries for an additional employment
of 10,140 workers and a combined pay-
roll of more than $31,000,000. Mississip-
pi, which has been untouched by racial
disturbance, thanks principally to Gov.

Coleman, but some of whose politicians

shriek curses upon moderates like our
governor, has gained 68 new industries
with 2,581 new jobs

It would be an oversimplification to
credit a moderate appoach to racial prob-
lems as the only, or perhaps even the
chief cause of North Carolina’s success
North Carolina spends considerable mon-
ey for industrial advertising. Her politi-
cians, notably her governor, Luther H
Hodges, are more interested in econom-

it progress than in  keeping things
stirred up

What the South needs t all is
ndustrial expansion. North Caralina has

the leadership and public attitude which
seems 10 assure her attainment of that
goal. It would be good for us to look at
her.

No one is more mixed up than the
moth. He spends the summer in a fur
eoat and the winter in a bu(b!nl suit.
—Rocxuany (GA.) Joumw,

Virginia's Changing Direction Stirs Washington's Hope

WASHINGTON
OR THE first time since
the integration con
tock on such ominous overtones
of violence and hatred the Elisen
hower administration has begun
to have a little hope that the
worst Is nearly over.

Attorney General William P
Rogers, directing the effort to
got the South to accept at least
token integration, sees in the re-
treat in Virginia from “massive
resistance” and the closing of the
public schools a sign that the
South will come around to a rea-
sonable compromise

It was Virginia, under the di-
rection of Sen. Harry F. Byrd,

By MARQUIS CHILDS

that ! the example of resist-
ance down 0 the last ditch of

shutting down the educational
system. Now, Rogers hopes, Vir-
ginia, by taking the first tenta-

tiva steps toward granting school
boards the right of local option
in determining whether partially
od sciwols shall open, is

ther kind of example.
5" direction the pol-
stration has been

this strategy is working.
Educators are not nearly so
hopeful. They are fepriul that the
wave of violence, with the racial
hatred that lies so near the sur-
face, cannot be checked without
drastic measures taken quickly
by the federal government. The
pessimists who believe that no
governmental measures can check
lhr trend toward violence and
see the end result

ce the issue in the -courts
as ropidly as possible and to
count on the pressure of public
opinion o gel the schools re-
opened. Il what seems to be
happening in Virginia is really a
significant change, then perhaps

as & vicious kind of nullifica-
tion of law like that which oc-
cirred under the Prohibition
Amendment in the ‘twenties,
Many familiar with the prob-
lem have been skeptical of the
administration’s reliance on pub-

‘Well, Do You Figure They're In His Harem Or Not?’

Credentials At Stake

Liberals After Dr. Alford

WASHINGTON
'I‘Hl NEW House of Representa.
tives will see a sharp chal-

lenge to the southern Democratic
bolters who have so far managed
to eat their cake at Home and
have it in Washington too
Northern Democrats led by Rep
John Blatnik of Minnesota in:

tend to_question the parly status
of Dr. Dale Alford, newly elected
congressman from  Little  Rock.
They have convinced Speaker Ray-
burn that this tme lhey aren't

fi
EMOLUME!

NTS & PERQUISITES

Dr. Alford won a write-ip vie-
tory over Rep Brooks Hays, who
had been nominated in the regu.
lor party primary last summer A
segregationist supporter of

Orval Faubus, Dr_ Alford ran
an independent, but npw s
expects {0 enter Congress :
Democral and so gain the emalu-

and perquisiies
eing with the
only natural 1
ford should advance such claims
In recent y

gressional fes ..u

bolters.
prived the
of the Democratic
the 1948 hallot
up at the gravy
end none
One of them, Sen
Jand of Misslssippi,
jor embarrassmer r
outside the South from his power
ful pl
ate Judiciary
Frank Boykin of Alahar
ues happily as ranking D

All mum \va
train as usual
were burne

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

“'!H\' Ala_u:‘m Kes, 8, €

the caliber
ged by the vigor with
ages a comeback. When the
h w‘iv ol was oW

I A
\\lwn the Osage jun
school was dynamited
day.

ed from the
their stride
Miss Boone wis re
called “Moleoule:
“Our A:!vr ool
said half tically
can't :rud\ nu.r lesson
it to them from this one
ever, they are taking
%o be doing pretly well”

1t lost o

By DORIS FLEESON

on the House Berchant Marina
and Fisheries Committee, a spot
ot iiormous impartance to him as
his naval stores busine

Since these decisions were made
arty leaders, however, the
Supreme Court has outlawed seg

BROOKS HAYS
Vengenace Sought

rezation and the South has been
creasingly isolated within its
cliosen instrument, which is the
\v mocratic party. It has lost el-

r stalesmen whose personal in-
‘nce was very great, notably
Sen, George of Georgia.

Jther circumstances have &l
ered the case of Dr Alford He
Is a newcomer, not an incumbent

who has a
of favor an
Congress
The reverse is true. He defeated
an eight-ferm incumbent who is
both popular and respected here.
Rep, Hays has apparently been
defeated  hecause his religious
principles — he is a leading Bap-
tist layman — impelled him to
attempt to_act as peacemaker in
ttle Rock situation
is still a segregation-
casts a cloud on the at-
tempt of some well-meaning peo-

eady established ties
friendship within the

fo be admired Democrat of the
House, But in the Little Rock situ-

ation e acted courageously and,
as events in Virginia are proving,
he is in tune with the times

INSURANCE POLICY

Thus the vested interests are
not working for him. And on Nov
4 last, the Democratic avalanche
was propelled mainly by vigorous
young liberals who are commit-
ted to driving the party away
from the Faubus philosophy

1t is the view of this group for
whom Rep. Blatnik speaks that it
Is actually doing every soutliern-
ut a bitter-end segregationist
a favor by turning its back on Dr
Alford. 1f the South can be made
to realize that the price of bolting
is very high in Washington, it is
d, then it will not soon again
ipted to replace a popular
moderate like Hays with ap Al-
fo They are really, they insist,
iting an insurance policy for
every southern incumbent in the
Congress who might otherwise he
faced with an  Alford write-n
campaign.

lic opinion in the southern states.
Educational standards are high,
they point out, in those stutes
where an alert and aroused pub-
lic opinion makes itself constant-
Iy felt

But by almost every measuring
rod the southern states are at
the bottom. In the average cur-
rent expenditure for public edu-
cation per pupil enrolled and in
the average per capita spent for
education from state and local
sources, Arkansas ranks 48th, Mis-
sissippi 47th and Virginia 415t in
the former and 38th in the latter.
Similarly in the number of high
school and college graduates, in
the number of d-yu attended per
pupil and in the percentage of se-
lective service registrants disqual-
ified by the mental test, these
states are at or near the bottom

MANPOWER POOL

This naturally affects their de-
velopment, since new industries
particularly in complicated fields
such as electronics want to be able
to draw on a manpower pool of
high-school graduates, The latest
census figures showed that Arkan-
sas lost more seven per cent
in population since 1950, while
other states with California in the
lead were gaining at a fabulous
rate.

The reasons for the low stand-
ards in the South are, of course,
many and complicated. One reason
usually advanced by southerners
themselves is the presence of a
large Negro population. After the
integration decision in 1954 it was
abundantly clear that without sub-
stantial direct help from the
federal gavernment integration
could be carried out only at a high
cost in educational standards.

PROFOUND ADJUSTMENT

The burden was too great for
those states in which integrating
the races must inevitably mean a
profound adjustment. 1t is just

that the administration’s

People’s Platform

SEN. BYRD
A New Pattern

wait-and-see policy bas had it

most harmful consequences.

The bleak reality is that in the
complicated society in which we
live few citizens seem to accept
responsibility for the standards of
public education, There are public
leaders, such as Agnes Meyer,
who fight valiantly in season and
out for better education, and a few
legislators, like the late Rep. Aug-
ustine Kelley, who worked so0
hard to bridge the dilferences of
race and religion and in vain to
put through an aid to education
bill. We all get excited when the
challenge of the sputniks flares
across the horizon, but all  too
soon this drops out of memory
and we revert to the old com-
placency.

Fortunately there is sccumulat-
ing evidence of decply aroused
opinion on the imperativeness of
integration. Both the Roman Cath.
olic bishops and the Council of
Bishops of the Methodist church
have called for compliance with
the Supreme Court’s decision on
the ground of morality as well as
law. This comes as the bombing
of one school after snother has
alerted the country to the immi-
nent peril that exists. It is very
late but it is not perhaps too late
1o arrest the drift toward anarchy,

Radiation’s Harm

8C
Editors, The News:

TP!E RECENT publicity given
to the case of Johnny Pierce,
of Tyler, Texas, emphasizes the
need for more public information
about the use and respect of ra
dioactive substances and materi-
als. In the Pierce case, the youn,
man has probably gotten some of
the radioactive material, accord-
ing to the press reports, a radium
compound, into his body, most
probably by eating while his
hands were contaminated by the
material,

This case may bring about an
over-fear of the radioactive prod-
ucts, if the facts are not presented
concerning the proper use of ra.
divactive sources.

The dangers from radiation
and radioactive sources are in two
classes. The first, from the dam-
age 1o the body tissues due to ra-
diation from a source which is
near to the body while perform-
ing experiments or in radiation
treatment of medical patients or
in being near a source without
knowledge of its whereabouts.

The second class is allowing
some portion of the source to get
inside the bddy, either \») inl ,|,
ing a radioactive dust o
by eating food with mnmmmulu)
hands or by handling utensils, or
by eating contaminated foods
There is a very great diffcrence
between a substance which has
been placed under radiation, and
a substance which itsell is radio-
active! The experiments with ra
diating food, killing the spoilage.
producing bacteria, do not cause
the food to be radioactive.

After trradiation, the food is as
safe, and perhaps is more safe,
than food which has not been so
treated, There are not any ra
diation products coming from the
food However, a radiation souree,
as the name implies, puts into its
surroundings a ‘'cloud” of par-
ticles and rays which come from
the destruction of the atoms of the
substance. These particles and
rays are of different size and na
ture.

The alpha particle is very much
larger than the beta particle; and
the third one is the gamma ray;
all three of which ara no strang-
ers to the news stories of recent
years

Alpha particles are whoppers
compared to the betas, but don't

go very far. Distance from the
source is one of the best protee
tions from a strong alpha sourcs,
But and here s the danger: eal

or Inhale, an alpha source, an

you surround the source. The par-
ticles bombard the delcate tissues
of the body and destroy the life-
giving, blood-producing bone mar-
1ow. Alpha sources give off beta
particles, too, and gamma rays,
All three, inside, will deal the
death blow. And it only takes
one time of carelessness to make
the mistake, of getting sorma
source to the mouth or breathing
the dust or gas.

Professionals follow simple rules
that almost guarantee their safe.
ty. These rules are no more difiic
cult than remembering not to
stick your finger in an open larup
socket, and when followed, maka
tion work as safe as electri.
experimentation — [ repeat.
when followed.

For example, for those who are
bound to obtain some material
either in school or sub rosa, and
experiment, for your like's sake,
follow these:

(1) Do not directly handle a
known source of radiation, use rub-
ber gloves, preferably with tongs,
too, or holders, or some contzin.
er. Avoid direct skin contact with
any doubtiul substance, After
working with the material, scrub,
Then scrub again, until you are
sure the skin is no longer carry-
ing some small particles of ma-
terial.

2! Do not smoke, eat, or put
hands to faca while experiment.
ing. and until washed up.

(3) Keep the material plaindy
marked, locked up or out of
reach of those ignorant of these
rules.

— ALAN TUTTLE

Supreme Court
Will Solve It

Editors, The News
A\ HY all the talk of hate and
bigotry? ‘The salution s

ple. Let the great and exalted Sa.
preme Court rule it {legal and
then everybody will love every-
body else Immwh T

—SYLV

Chariotte

back."—Shelley Winters,

Osage Didn't Lose Pace Of Education

v Va I looked
nity  Atoms."
can  we had never

Iooked at the class

ton. sitting around two big

at the hook.

bombed-out Osage

“Molecules and
When I was in
of such things. 1
They were quietly
tables as if noth
its ing had happened, taking notes

of  Herman Walker of the Cassville school
explained that different classes from the

school  had

the Oth grade

mated damage:

been

rebuilding the gutted schoolhouse. In
surance on the building totaled $91000 and

1 went down to take another look at
the school and to talk to John Marshall,

couneil nu-r'-lu rs
Roosevell

lowing the dictum
loeal community
its own race relations

are Mrs
ackson,

Sadie Thomas
Negroes; with

plus $5.600 for ifs contents. Total esti- Mrs. Margarct Kundrock, Josenn Luchen
around $200,000. a groceryman and Louis Tolka, a miner,

all white
Osage junior high schiool hay been fol-

Gov. Faulius that a
¥ & right to decide

squeezed into_other neighboring schools
around the West Virginia hills, Sev
entyfive students from the 7th and
8th grades had gone fo Seneca. 38 had
come to Cassville and the remainder had
been shifled to a former all:Negro school
in Osage.

Meager Insurance

I took a look at the othor schools

Things were a little crowded, but both

s hook students and teachers were not letting

the hate-monger who blew up the school

<he At Osage stop for ome minute the pace

jren Of education in this little coal-mining

read community which had suffered hardshiy
How- in the past

scem  Meanwhile board

the county school
was meeling to decids

what to do about

the Methodist welfare worker who
just across the street and was the first
to reach the scene of the explosion
There had been 93 Negro children in
the school with about 220 white children.
1 asked him whether racial friction had
been responsibile.
ve never had trouble along
he said. ‘When white and
Negro miners work beside each other
underground, they learn to live together
above ground, Their life and sufe
pends on if. This town has been inte
grated in spirit long ne!nre the Supreme
Court decision of 185
Mayor Stanley solumon grocery store
owner who has been extending a long
line of credit to unemployed miners,
paid tribute to racial harmony. His re-
corder i Mre. Ana Browa, Negra. Otbar

But the school, despite these smicable

race relations, lay In o shambles. Hera
and there among the indeseribuble de-
bris were cases which the dynuymit b
Teft untouched e A
Abe Lincoln Looks Down
Upstairs in the thitd urade room (the
school was erowded ung d

maved in) tie
getting ready for Tha

wall were tacked driawin s
tan fathers carrying
celebrate the first

I coule
help but think that the Ittie mwnl ol‘
Osage, its miners already out of work,
would have a hlmk Thanksiiving this
year—thanks o




