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The Worries Of A Dying Status Quo

ORTH CAROLINA tobacco farmers
have more worries. these days, than
Pandora.

Every time the forbidden box is
opened, they behold threats to reduce
parities, to cut acreage allotments, and
always the determination of Secretary
of Agriculture Benson to rid agriculture
of the small farmer. Farmers who have
tried to make up for reduction of quo-
tas by diversifying into truck products
have done so with no notable success;
at every corner a distributor waits to
buy for a song and sell for prices
which eventually make the marketing
housewife grimace

Perhaps the current plan of tobacco
industry spokesmen to freeze acreage
and parities where they are is the only
solution for an agonizing problem. The
efforts of Mr. Benson to make the small
farmer aware of his redundance, thus
to sell out and move to an industrial
ghetto, may work; but his program of
farm “economy” has already cost the
taxpayer more than all the schemes he
damned so hotly before he had his job.

The continuing exorbitance of our aid
to farmers has led Editor John Fischer
of Hareer's magazine, no friend of the
soft line on farmers, to say: “The poli-
tician of tomorrow will . . . need the
hardihood to kick a few sacred cows
away from the public trough. One of
these is the farmer, who insists that the
rest of us support him — with a sub-
sidy of $5 billion a year — while he
raises crops we don't need.'"

As a large and somewhat pampered
segment of the American farm commun-
ity, tobacco-growers perhaps lie under
this general indictment: but their prob-
Jem, like that of the wheat farmer who
is a diplomatic thorn between us and
wheat-exporting Canada, is increasingly
one of foreign competition out of their
control,

The economics of the farmer problem,
to which no economist as yet has found
a workable cure, only barely conceal
the crucial choice confronting us: A
choice between “pampering” the farm-
er. thus keeping the Jeffersonian balance
between farm and city intact, and cut-
ting the budgetary umbilical cord which
maintains that balance at present. No
one, of course, can say with finality
what debits and credits flow from either
side. As Mr. Fischer rightly points out,
the much-heralded conservative instincts
of the yeomanry have proved somewhat
mythical — since, like every other in-
terest group in the picture, farmers are
in there bargaining and lobbying, trad-
ing with the party or group who will in-
dulge them most. Be it “liberal" or “con-
servative.”

The present ruckus over tobacco pari-
ties does underscore one truth for North
Carolinians: That is, in this day and
time, like it or not, Tar Heels must sup-
port and applaud Gov. Hodges' diligent
forays after industry, Industry is the
only alternative, besides intolerable
bankruptcy, to a farm status quo which
seems dying. Increasingly, the problem
will be to locate industry more evenly
in the state. Already, the Piedmont
shows signs of becoming the South’s fer-
tile industrial crescent—while the east
remains in the clutches of the farm
necessity.

But what of tobacco? Avid worshipper
of a now outdated individualism that he
was, the late Sen. Robert A Taft was
once asked by a reporter what Ameri-
cans could do about the soaring price
of meat. “Eat less.” he growled. All the
complicated proposals notwithstanding,
we incline to the view that there is only
one thing for surplus-ridden tobacco-
growers to say: “Smoke more."

Either. Way, Mecklenburg Will Pay

MOUNT!NG mental health problems
in Mecklenburg must not be ig-
nored.

The employment of a fulltime psy-
chiatric social worker, as recommended
this week by a special study committee,
is the least the county can do to meet
its obligations in this vital field.

It won't keep mental patients out of
jail. But it will permit the county to care
for these unfortunate individuals intelli-
gently and humanely and speed their
admission to state hospitals.

Some mental patients are now being
held behind bars from 30 to 60 days.
This is disgraceful

Equally appalling is the necessity to
jail mental patients at all. But this
problem won't be solved until space
can be found for them in general hos-
pitals.

In hiring a psychiatric social worker,
County Commissioners would merely be
taking one small step in the right direc-

tion. The mentally ill have specialized
needs. They require the attention of
trained professionals. Furthermore, they
ought not to be left to rot in a cell for
weeks while non-experts fumble with
their fates. Extended periods of confine-
ment in such a manner can be terribly
harmful.

What would a psychiatric social work-
er cost the state's richest county? Ac-
cording to the study committee, $4,800.
And, as Dr. M. B. Bethel, city-county
health officer, observed Monday. we will
be paying the price anyway. The ques-
tion is simply whether we pay it in dol-
lars or in human suffering

County Commissioners owe it to the
best interests of all Mecklenburgers to
ponder well their study committee’s rec-
ommendations. A conscientious effort
has been made to meet a serious social
problem as intelligently as possible. The
suggested solution is wholly reasonable
It ought to be adopted.

And What If He Prefers Civilian Life?

HE Good Samaritan, everybody

knows, sometimes has a rough

time with his do-gooding efforts. He has

ever since there's been a Good Samari-

tan, and he will as long as he continues
to operate.

Sometimes, we think, his lumps are
deserved, especially if his action bor-
ders on interference.

This was brought to mind by noting
an action on the part of the President
of the United States this week. He asked
the man who will occupy the White
House from 19872 to 1876 for an appoint-
ment to the Air Force Academy for
young Ivan Kincheloe III. now a year
and a half old The child's father, an
outstanding aviator during the Korean

From The St. Louis Globe-Democrat

War, was killed testing an experimental
plane last July

Will this mean that young Ivan will
spend his yputh hearing about his ready-
made plans for the future? Will he have
the glories of the Air Force dinned into
his ears for the next 18 years? With the
President putting in his two cents worth,
chances are he will

But suppose young Ivan decides he
doesn’'t want a military career of any
sort?

Somehew we hope that he'll choose,
before it is time to enter the academy,
the life of an accountant or a farmer
or a merchant

And we hope he sticks to it.

GRAY PATRIARCHS

F a person likes trees, he need never
be lonely. Through the bracing brisk-
ness of autumn, the cold of winter, the
heart-lift of spring and summer's lusb-
ness, they stand serene — an example
to impatient man bound in fretful sub-
servience to his seli-made web of activi-
ty.

A mature gray beech with massive bole
and smooth, slender limbs reminds one
of an ancient patriarch Standing alone
on an upland hillside or in a valley wood-
land surrounded by other species, the
beech has calm dignity. Since early davs
men have revered the heech. Theocritus
wrote: “T ran to meet you as a traveller
rests from the sun under a shady beech

When early explorers went through
mountain passes into the heartland re-
gion, there were vast stands of the hand-
some trees in the river valleys. Great
flocks of pigeons fed on the nuts in the
fall and pioneer farmers fattened hogs
on the “mast.” The two brown. shining
nuts in each burr are three-sided, sweet,
and have been treasured by farm boys
through the years

From Nova Scotia to Minnesota, and
south to Florida, the beech has served
man's needs. The close-grained, hard
wood weighing 43 pounds per cubic foot,
has been used for chairs, shoe lasts and

woodenwares. Cabin homes on the fron-
tier often had plates and platters, por-
ridge bowls and cups whittled from the
beech

Now the nuts are falling as hard frosts
mark the end of another season. Squir-
rels fill cheek pouches and scamper away
to cache them against future needs Only
a short time ago the staminate flowers
e hanging on long, drooping stems.
Now the paper-thin golden leaves are
losing their color. The gray patriarchs
are not so numerous today. but one still
sees them — beautiful in their smoath
gray coats, an example of quiet assur-
ance in a taut, uneasy world

No ma'am. Venus de Milo didn't get
that way from using a harsh washday
detergent. She was fust a careless house-
wife in a modern kitchen That's how
she got unhanded Have vou noticed that
nearly evervthing in today's ultra-ultra
kitchen is dangerous” 1t'l] either electro-
cute. scorch, maim, or mangle. — MonT-
GOMERY ADVERTISER

mulka will visit Moscow to exper-
ience firsthand the “unusual warmth"
Russia has toward Poland. Translated:
The Kremlin's getting ready to put the
heat on—New ORLEANS StaTES.

Hussein's Loyal Army: Si

By JOSEPH ALSOP

AMMAN, Jordan
VENTS in this extraordinary

4 country have a way of re-
sembling episodes in one of the
old serial movies — say “The
Ferils of Pauline” — with the
heroine, or in this case the hero,
always emerging from direst dan-
ger in a glow of triumph at the
close of each episode.

The curious fact remains, how-
ever, that even such an unreal
piece of melodrama as young King
Hussein's escape from the at-
tacking Syria MIG fighters
can also be full of genuine political
significance. Consider, for exam.
ple, just one incident in this par-
ticular installment of the Jordan.
ian serial

After the young King's plane
had taken off, the tough, astute
prime minister, Samir Rifai, and
several other leaders of the gov-
ernment returned Lo the Jordanian
government office building for
breakfast and a business talk.
They had no particular fear of a
Syrian altack on the King's plané.
But. just to be sure that all went
well, one of those present turned
on the radio communicator with
the Amm: ield tower, which
is installed in the government of-
fices because of the King's pas.
sionate interest in aviation.

AFTER FIRST GROWL

After the first growl of static,
the communicator quickly began
to pour aut the argument between
King Hussein’s pilot and the
Damascus  control tower. Then,
quite suddenly, there was. silence
(because the pilot, Wing Com-
mander Dalgleish, observed ra-
dio silence from the moment of
the first pass by the Syrian MIGs).

Platform B OYd

Charlotte
Editors, The News:
DURING the past six months
you have had your uninter-
rupted say with respect to the
Charlotte Recorder's Court,

Now, I ask, if you are willing
to give the public the true pic-
ture in the trial of State versus
Judge Basil Boyd, forego your
opinions and report the -trial
factually. 1 ask you to do so, and
to print the following simple facts.

I have no reason for interest
in this prosecution except (1) the
honor of the profession of law,
which is high and must remain
50, and (2) the just trial of Basil
Boyd. This defendant Boyd is a
human being, with heart and soul,
with integrity and honor in his
history, with family to be envied.

People’s

The breakfasters were filled with
consternation, thinking the King
had been shot down. They at once
telephoned (he news to the Jor-
danian chief of staff, Hobis Maj-
jali, at the Arab Legion camp at
Zerqa

There the telephoe operator
must have listened in, or in some
other way the news that the Sy-
rians had shot down King Hussein
spread like wildfire through the
camp. By a kind of instantaneous
combustion, over the protests of
their officers, @ huge majority of
the Arah Legion rank and file
immediately marched off on the
road 10 the north, with the actual
intention of invading Syria withe
out any further delays or formali
ties

The troops would not be quieted
or reassured, until greal numbers
of them had been taken in a long
procession of army trucks to
cheer the King at the palace after
his almost miraculous safe re-
turn. Altogether, it would be hard
to imagine a mnore curious or
mare convineing  demonstration of
an army's loyalty and affection.
And the timing and everything
else proved very clearly that the
demonstration was in the rare,
truly spontaneous calegory.

Anyone with the slightest ex-
perience of Arabpolilics must see
the far-reaching significance of
this demonsiration. In every Arab
state, the army is the dominant
political factor. In Iraq, for in-
stance, the army was disloyal,
and a seemingly all-powerful gov-
ernment was bloodily subverted.
But in Jordan, as one by-product
of the strange epitode of the
King's escape from the Syrian

e

lence AlmostIgn

Jordan & The North

MIGs, the most convincing proof
has been given of the loyalty of
the army rank and file,

This is one reason why it is
now pecessary lo correct a pre-
vious report in this space, con-
cerning the alarm felt in Wash-
ington about King Hussein's plan
to take a vacation. The official
Washingtonian alarm was real
enough, but it can now be cate-
gorically stated that the alarm
was quite groundless. Young King
Hussein emphatically was not tak-
ing a vacation with the expecta-
tion that he would not return to
rule in Jordan, Furthermore, the
most hostile to King Hussein's
government agree that nothing
would have happened during the

King's absence to prevent his re-
turn. In fact, this reporter has had
a sharp lesson, concerning the
truth of the old rule of the report-
er's trade that you must always
80 and have a look yourself.

EVEN A BRIEF LOOK

Even a brief look at Jordan has
been enough to provide all sorts
of bits of positive evidence, all
tending to prove that King Hus-
sein's government is now as stable
as any government can be in this
inherently unstable country. For
example, there were the huge
street crowds shouling their huz-
zas for the King and bellowing
“Down with Gamal Abdel Nas-

ited AWar

ser” for good measure,

You can argue that this part
of the demonstration after the
King's return was not altogether
spontaneous or sincere. No one
can disprove this argument,
which is made by some observ-
ers here. But 14 months ago, all
the police and all the money in
the world would have un-
able to get the street crowds of
Amman to cheer Hussein and
curse Nasser. That fact is unar-
guable, and it means that a most
important change has occurred
here.

HUSSEIN — A ‘MAHTOUZ'

Besides the Arab Legion's loy-
alty to Hussein, there seem to
be two other major factors behind
this change. One of these factors
is quite simply the way the in-
comparably brave young King has
finally “got through” to his peo-
ple. Even the enemies of his
government admire his courage
and determination. No one could
help but do so. The Arabs are
also great believers in luck. There
is even a single word in Arabie
“‘mahtouz,” which means a lucky
man, with whom it is wise to
on good terms and unwise to op-
pose. Rather naturally, in view
of recent history, Hussein is
thought to be such a man.

Just as they believe in luck,
the Arabs are also great band.
wagon-watchers and bandwagon-
jumpers. ThR too has a bearing
here, because the other factor in
the improvement of Hussein's po-
sition is the growing conviction
that the once resistless band-
wagon of Egypt's Nasser has lost
much of its momentum. But this
check of the Nasser bandwagon
is a separate and a major sub-
ject.

Record Defended By A Charlotte Attorney

1 know the indictment, T believe
that 1 know the facts, and I am
convinced of his acquittal

But I am concerned over the
circumstances  of his acquittal,
The ends of justice require that
his trial be before fhe judgment
bar of a public opinion which
knows something real of the du-
ties of a judge of recorder’s court,
and can judge for itsell the wrong
of any indictment in the first
place, and can put Boyd’s aequit-
tal to good use in oblaining a bet-
ter system of minor courts.

But as to the immediate ques-
tion: What were the duties of
Judge Boyd? These must be de-
cided before there can be deter-
{mned that there was willful neg-
lect.

Flest off, what a criminal judge
is_not:

He is not a prosecutor.

He is not in any way related to
the police.

He is not a defender.

He does not plan or control what
matters come before him,

He does not handle or control
the clerical and administrative
management of the court

He orders, but he does not ex-
ecute his orders. That is for oth-
ers.
Nor is he responsible for the re-
sults of his orders.

In other words, the Judge of the
Recorder’s Court is not a manag-
er or manipulator. He is a judge
He enters the courtroom, sits,
says, “Mr. Solicitor, what is the
next case?”" The evidence is in. He

‘Mind You, Now! Id Never CHOOSE You For My
Drinkin’ Companion, You Cur’

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

-\’\"\...
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judges. Liberty, pocket book and
privileges are involved for dozens
of persons each day. The 1957
cases totalled 19,254.

Other American cifies have es-
tablished a system of recorder's
courts with divisions of functions
according to needs. And to assist
in their operation they have pro-
vided special police, case work-
ers, doctors, psychiatrists and oth-
er personnel. In our great city the
Charlotte Recorder's Court of 1958
is the very same court—law, or-
ganization, staff, procedure —
which the Charlotte of 50,000 peo-
ple had in 1922 when [ came here.
Its updating to our needs is long
overdue. The Institute of Govern-
ment from UN.C. is certain to
propose drastic changes and im-
provements,

But meanwhile we have left the
burden of more than 60 cases a
day on the shoulders of two men,
the prosecutor and the judge.
They have had to carry alone the
tremendous social impact upon
this community of these thousands
of violations ranging from petty
infractions to serious crimes.
Over the years these officers of
the court, both the present incum-
hents and their predecessors. have
performed their duties with dis-
tinction, and with impartiality,
fairness, courage, honesty and in-
tegrity.

The word "scandal" has been
loosely used many times by our
newspapers, but even so there is
no suggestion of evil acts by Judge
Boyd, only a failure to keep rec-
ords and to collect forfeited
honds, neither of which are judi-
clal functions. Minutes and other
records are the duties of the court
clerk. It is the solicitor who
calls the cases and so deter-
mines if there has been a forfei-
ture of bail; and following the or-
der of forfeiture, it is the clerk
who issues the writ to process of-
ficers for collection -of bail bond.

1t is important to remember that
the warrant never passes through
the hands of the judge. \When
served it is delivered to the clerk,
by him to the solicitor for trial
and aiter trial returned to the
clerk who enters the judgment and

+stamps the judge's signature.

Whether a stamp should be used
is debatable, but it is a practice of
many years by many judges. The
judge also notes on his dacket the
terms of judgment, and there is
no suggestion of any irregularities
in these entries

Some nol prossing or dropping
of cases seems 1o have been han-
dled on the warrants; not in court
nor entered on the docket. I know
nothing of this, only that Judge
Boyd says that he handled no such
warrants in that fashion. I believe
him, if only because I have nev-
er heard of him uttering an un:
truth

It is no part of the indictment
nor could it be, but The News has
made much of some changes in
original judgments, It must be re-
membered that many defendants

View From A Hill In Grim, Gray

endless conveyor belt of Pittsburgh Con
solidated, plus the recession
traffic somewhat, but its rails are by no Sewic

the world. The est coal

has cut its

always lurks in the background
its hills the Pittsburgh vein and the
kley vein run paralle]

JUDGE BOYD

are arrested one day and tried the
next or in any event quickly.
There are cases of poor prepara-
tion, witnesses missing, inade-
quate facts, and questionable jus-
tice. Frequently, there should be
a second look at the original judg-
ment. I ask, “Is there any citizen
who would be willing to be tried,
by & judge unwilling to change
his mind?"*

No one would suggest that all
decisions of any judge are correct,
nor the writings of any reporter.
But Judge Boyd has conducted his
office with the attributes demand-
ed of it by two high judges in sep-
arate volumes on trial judges,
Arthur T. Vanderbilt, chief justice
of New Jersey, and Henry T.
Lummus, of the Massachusetts Su-
preme Court,

Foremost, they say, the judi-
cial office must have impartiality,
independence, and Immunity. To
be impartial, the judge must re-
main aloof from the prosecuting-
defending angles of his court. To
be independent he must be [ree
from every pressure. To be im-
mune, his judgments must be his
very own, and not a compromise
between the contentions of the
parties.

“The courts are not above criti-
cism. But they must be ahove
intimidation, control, or influence,
or they cease to be courts
Without fully understanding the
considerations that led to the re-
sult, but on a partial view of the
case, newspapers and the public
may denounce a judge. . . Yet a
judge must not waiver, though the
storm rages about him. . . He may
not answer his critics."

Judge Boyd has rendered great
service to Charlotte in a position
demanding much, largely unpleas.
ant, paying little. The tool which
Charlotte gave him is a 1908 vint-
age court set up by the aldermen
under a private act, If there hag
been any neglect of duty, all of
us are responsible for attempting
to drive an oxcart on an arterial
highway. Charlotte has been dis.
served by a campaign of smear,
A better effort would be toward a
metropolitan police force and
court system

Please understand that T do not
practice criminal law and have
no selfish interests in this matter,

—JOHN H. SMALL

Osage

seams in the world. yet poverty
Inside

above and

OSAGE. W. Va. confrolled by former Secretary of the any other railroad in
HE latest integrated school to bhe Treaury Gerge Humphrey and the
blown up stands on a hill just above Mellons, stands in the valley below the
the little town of Osage If you look Osage schoal

down the valley from that hill vou see
a grim cluster of stores and houses—
fewer than 1,000 people—most of them
coal miners and most of them out of
work. The town is grim and gray
not grimy. The streets are stained
coal dust, but are not
stores are up to date

air of quiet pride in homes that
nestle against the brown Weer Vir,
hillsides L
Black Gold

Out of those hills have been taken
black gold that has made fortuner o

some people, though not for th vha
The tipple of Pittshurgh Consolidated,
the biggest coal company in the world,

Endless Stream

From its tipple runs a conveyor belt
carrying an endless stream of coal from
the mine. across the hill to the Monon
gahela River below. Not a human hand
touches the coal as it runs from mine
mouth to river harge And because it
has cut labor costs. Pittsburgh Consol
dated is running today. Many other mines
are ot

Wealthiest Railroad

Also 1¥oking down from Osage's inte
grated. now dynamited, school. you see
the wealthiest railroad per mile in the
world, the Monongahela, better known
as Scott’'s Run Over jis five miles of
track has triveled more coal than on

means rusty.

Mine Remembered

As you g0 to the schoal you also pass
the mine of R. M. Davis, who once
walked the streets of Morgantown with-
out a dollar in his pocket. now is worth
a million And you also pass the mine
of Frank Christopher, where Osage's
worst mine tragedy took place in 1942

The wives and mothers of Osage still
remember all too vividly the long vigil
the awful silence, the 57 bodies wrapped
in_gunny sacks carried out of the mine

They remember and they compare that
tragedy with the present wreck of their
school

Osage has always lived one step away
from (ragedy. It boasts some of the rich-

below each other. so that men can mine
one vein while other men mine annther
vein in the same hill, directly under-
neath

Poverty’s Plague

But poverty still plagues Osage It
was from Scott's Run that Mrs. Roose-
velt, in the dark depression days, trans.
planted some of the mine families to
her famous Arthurdale resettlement. And
it was because of poverty that Osage re.
cently incorporated into a community of
its own—thus giving it some revenue
from its own liquor store If Osage
money was to pour into the liquor store
on Saturday nights, Mayor Stanley Solo
mon and the City Council figured they
might as well get some of it back,




