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Editorial Book Review

Attacking Democracy’s Black Plague

THE REPORTER'S TRADE By Jo-
wph & Stewart Alsop. Reynal & Co
01 pp. 8

PH and Stewart Alsop. whose
.l otherly tandem made a signifi-
cant orting team during ten post-war
vears. have written this delightfully im-
pertinent epitaph to the partnership
To say that their work is “delightfully
impertinent” is to single out its tone —
perhaps its most fetching hallmark

The Alsops entered reporting., which
they compare to the “trade” of under-
taking, with a haughty resolve that no
one would patronize them. Not the lord-
liest governmen! functionary. not the
brassiest general or admiral would
dent the restless patrician poise of an
Alsop. There is the clear feeling that
the brothers Alsop consider themselves

~ by birth, intellect. lineage and what
they call “tribal” connections super-
jor by goodiy notches to the fecbler
breeds who crowd offices in a democrat-

fc era. No doubt they are justified.
There Is also a fecling, again a matter
of tone, that they sce things through
just the slightest haze of ennui; and
one is reminded of T S Fliot ‘les?.”b'
ing himself at 24 as “an aged eagle

Explaining their entry into the “trade”
(it reminds vou of the old Brabmin
contempt for wealth or position derived
from “trade”) they write: “We had an
uncle, a most agreeable man, who drank
rather more than was good for him
As each of us went off to college where
the uncte had chosen the primrose path,
21l our vast tribe would fix its power-
ful collective eye upon the new- fledged
freshmen, to sce whether he too would
the primrose path” Tt was when

their book “the senior” or “the
seemed close to taking that path
in “the notoriously bibulous Harvard
neighborhood”  that  tribal overtures
were made to the New York Heratp
Trese. Joe found himsell a reporter,
then a colummst, later to be ioined
by Yaleman Stewart after the War

G Kl
TEL! they both made it, much to
“ the advantage of the “trade’ and
much to the discomfiture of their wide
public who sat down with their after-
mumr coffee to such thunderous fere-

choose
Joe, in
elder.”

miads as they offered
Once there, the Alsops lowered the
ainst a mounting public samno-

lance ag

d by cultish official Tecy.
Their concern soon rose to the propor-
a_ monomania. and they her-um-

It \‘u»

know! st revealec ,.um.‘x,
that the Russi d exploded a hydro-
Fea bomb: it was again the Alsops who

a correctly vmw g that the Rus.
stans would show us the way. There are
other. firste” to which the Al
sops as thev scan back over

the ruet
" enee 1s A
v of self-gratu.

remini

\T it is ar ind
ide at government
exteom. complic
and overweening pench
fed them to

out after’ the
se-majesty which pares
al facts of our 7
the public what it wis
which is, after all
of a democracy. At presc
8 of an awak
but the Alsops r
patrician impudence

Alsaps at

the

vears when the government was ove
taken by “the incretsing hankefing !
respectak progressive
¢ The biz basic issues
are far more diffeult 1o report and v
1 S lebate 15 muffled. and
the g ymental rule = a prim pre
tenre of happy unanimity

As the fetters fell arour orters
all the more as the Eisenh cam
or “carporation” scheme fixed 115 mark

on American government,

Knoxville News-Sentinel

curiosity which went beyond the press
releases was even thought to be a mark
of subversive tendencies: for the team
also held the view that the country ‘only
needed to have faith in Eisenhower’®
presumably because it was well known
that he walked on the water-hole at the
Burning Tree golf cour If such a
remark  seems impertin caustic,
readers should taste the Alsopian opin-
fons of functionaries more minor than
Humphrey (labeled with delicate Irony
“the former president of the M. A Han-
na Co.") or lke In the Defense Dept.,
for instance. they found ‘fat-faced and
obscure subordinates™

HE wurbanity, the wit, the wealth of

contact which colosed the Alsopian
odyssey make this a readable book con-
sidered as anecdote alone, Bul indirectly
it broaches several broad questions to
which neither the Alsops nor any review-
er would claim a final answer

The great idea, the
tion, of their outcrv is that information
—almost by definition has to flow
freely in a democracy. Sometimes. how-
ever, il seems to take on the nature of
a panacea for all democracy’s ills in
their eyes which is quite another

taproot  assump-

story The Alsops seem 1o base their
plea for greater light on the deeper as-
sumption that somehow. someway. it

will lay a miraculous poltice on the sores
made hy publie greed. grab and manoma
and by bad taste ignoranee.  political
reluctance and a passion for bourgeois
respectability in high place

No one will wish to challence fheir
assertion that the curtain of excessive
(in their recherche vocabulary “ingpis-
sated”) secrecy is a danger Rut can one
accept the simple Jeffersonian faith that
if evervbody is informed, then as if by
a touch of some mal wand | the
debitities of demncratic government will
be dispelled? Can one smply brush
away the questions raised soveral vears
azo, by Walter Lippmann in Tis Pusic

Pitnosorny about the unbridied play of
pubjic opinion” Or do we, as Mr. Lipp-
mann suggested. need a fundamental re-
ovaluation of the role of public informa-
tion. and of the pressures it ereates?

is a kind of najvete
the last three
great nations
inta free

And surely there
in their assertion “In
conturies or so, since the
began to divide themselves
and unree socicties the free have al-
wavs won in the end. in (heir contest
with the un-free” Assuming agreement
about “free” and “un-free
witat would the Alsops say of
of F n 1940 ftself onlv
by the total armed might of the U. S

oo .

I)I'RH\P< the answer of total military

societies,
the fall
restored

ance

might. the remedy in which the Al-
sops set their siern faith. is the richt
answer But in raising intirectly the is-
sues of public mformation and opinian
and of competence officialdom. 1he
authors have challenged only to skirt
and ayold. a full hatt
Part of the trouble 1< no disub o
equally stroy umption of the Alaps
frere that what they eall “the pule of
the fant preme answer i po
) | f y 1 That
inz 1
br Sih |
s We can
\s 1
cation in Maiine eve
view
Their dil ication of “the rule
of the foo yade them: great re-
porters. buf they turn to prese

tions, wher begi Ik about

what to do abou! something. their lack
forces itsolf on us Mavhe 1= boyond
ipe that repor 1 1sonh.

ers as it is b | iar
Hbians el i s Witk
Hee 1 '

THE WORLD DO MOVE

lh Hollywood, Jayne Mansfield ihreat
€ns to sue a lingerie maker for using
her picture to adyertise padded under

garments. Says her padding is natural,
doesn't need undergarments
Which shows—one way ta
Ticity is to object to it
In New York, a man gets drunk. steals
a plane and lands it safely in a street
after dark. He had done the same thing
two vears ago.
Which shows—the
isn't what it's cracked up to be
In Los Angeles, a self-educated
or who has a device to prevent plar
collisions finally is found in a hobo cam
where he had fled because he couldn’t
sell his Idea. Now the government w
spend $5,000,000 developing the inven-
tion.

get pub.
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says the m
time is dofense
a lady swims 21 miles

to find
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Which s can't trust & walrus
What's new with you?®

Force Of Example, Not SecretPlot, Challenges The West

By WALTEI
WASHINGTON

(05T all the talks 1 ha
ow, ot only with Mr.
with other aificials and

with Soviel editars I was asked
be done o ring about
v our two

tHon
1he basic le
s from
i
ed (
ATy
‘\» i and of Africa
profound and abiding sus
lon which each of us has for
the ather lies this bid for Icader
ship and its challenge to the West,

ern position and ta Western in-
fluence.

NO TALKING AWAY

T1w- is no reason to think that
1 won which divides us,
and 1 makes even modest and par
fial solutions difficult, can easily
be talked out of existence, Al-
though | am one of those who
hopes earnestly that the rivalry
can be kept below the boiling
point, 1 am. nevertheless, con-
vinced that even this will require
a lot han mutual expres-
sions ol good will

The catse of the bad relations
felt on each side

mare

ik the suspicion.
of the Iron Curtain, that the oth-
e nlends 1o commit agares-

The suspicion arises from a
Tong run neither

ston.
beliei that in the
side can tolerate the o The
Soviet Union is now entering upon
the climactic years—the next sev
en or ten years—in which it means
to surpass the United States, not
m the material comforts of ordi-
nary life bul in productivily per
capita, The communist leaders are
certain that they achieve this
goal, the great mass of the poor-
er and undeveloped peoples will
rally to them, No doubt, wherey-
er they can, they will promote
this rally by propaganda and by
infiltration and by subversion

Bt we delide otiselves 1 we do
not realize that the main power
of the commumst states lies not 1n
their clandestine activity but in
the force of thewr exampie, in the
visible demonstration of what the
Soviet Union has achieved in 40
years, of what Red China has
achieved in about 10 years.

The inner moving force of So.
viet suspicion is the belief that
the United States and the govern-
mients of the non-communist coun-

i , unless_compelled todo
5o, tiever allow Russia and China
to consummate Lhe revolution
are leading in Asia

In Moscow, and no

douht also in Peiping, they do not
beliove ye when we insist that the
rearming of Germany and of Tur-

R LIPPMAN

key and the maintenance of a ring
of air hases are defensiy
ures against military
on their part
ROAD T0 PRIMACY
For
own mi
primacy
not. by Zainz
ing a war (hal

are certs
s that they wi
f Asa and
to war hut by
would ruin
The
g re
helicve we real-
ex-will commit 1m
aggression when they thems
are so sure that they must avoid
a war. So when we talk about de-
fensive armaments they think we
are deceiving them, that our mili-
lary y 1% to surround them in
preparation for an attack on them
in order 10 halt their revolutionary
rise to world leadership.

ACCORDING TO THE PROPHET

1 am reasonably sue that this
is the way they see the military
issue between us. Moreover, this
is what 1lie prophet Lenin prophe-
sied, and in the Soviet Union the
authority of Lenin, as currently in-
terpreted by the powers that he,
is treated us infallible and more
than human. Our policy of milita-
v contalpment with its forward
Positions on their awn borders is in
their minds conclusive proof that
Lenin was right. They suspect us
profoundly, and thal is why they
are stubbornly reluctant to negot
e apy concession which would
ve us even a siight tactical
wuch less a sirategic, advantage
in case of war

In this resistance 1o agreviment

the

win

Alrica

avoid

with us they are helped by many
provocative and bellicose tHings
that have been said at one time

are liar

mthier by the
in the Pentagon

H.r-\

dened also in their convietions. it
must be sad, by the propensity
of Mr Dulles. and in lesser
geee of the President him

treat the conflict, not as ane of
empires and great states but as
ar yus war in which the eon

tending  pos ns are  absolute.
For this confirms their view that
we are bracing ourselves for an
ideological or religious war, that
this war will take place unless
they make themselves so power
ful that it cannot take place.

WELL-FOUNDED SUSPICION

The corresponging suspicion on
our side arises, as we know. fram
the belief that insofar as the So-
viet Union and Red Clina gain
m military power, they are cer
tainly bound to use it as an in
strument of policy in order fo
complete their domination of Asia

UNION OF

b, ARCTIC

SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS

NORTH
PACIFIC

OCEAN

The Pivot Where The Battle Turns

sod of Alnica This sispicion b,
1 have no doubt, well founded and
it is & conclusive reason for mak-
ing sure that we do mt lose the
race of armsments.

Our problem here is not wheth-

er we can allord to keep up the
race. It is absurd to say that we
cannot afford it.  Nor does the

problem arise
ble technolog

011Y any irrepara
| inferiprity on our

i For us, the crovial problem
of arman is  pollical  aod
psychiological how o kecp the

nerican and the West European
mocravies ready and willing to
support armaments without thieis
becoming so obsessed with  weap-
ons that they e neither the
means nor (e inclersanding not
the will to meet the real Soviet
challenge in Asia

ARE CAMPAIG N§

The Soviet oligarchy can <pend
on armaments what i wanis
and no questions asked. With us
the necessary appropriations  can
ot be o 5o wr political
leaders think. without a great
seare campaign.  Bul this scare
campaign offends and alienates
the pacifists and the neutralisis
who are the overwhelming
ot of the world
one can doubt that the So
Vit challenge is very formidabi
ed Even o a casual visito
eviden! that the only  saf

and thet t bieir bureas
ecte ba
government

obedient ponmil
achieving wliat

iion
they

liave st

‘Come! Come! It's High Time To Hand Berlin
Over To This Gentleman’

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

Uremselyes o do

Theirs is a grim and purposeful
soclety, in which one who is used
1o the American air finds it hard
to breathe. No doubt the vast mi

chine does not work perfectly and
there is

private discontent and
l\\m.

tenuge in affice of all the indiyid
at the top of

ed aud selt m

dical change
h less on a coun-

to counl upon any 1

of direction
ter-revolution

THE ISSUE

I live come home
( o Jesue 1
Chinesn ¢

hip

ve are fo meet i
ecess. we miust

ahandon the notmn thal fhe Rus
stan and Chinese revolitions can
he reversed or that the spread ol
in surrounding

ients to the local mil
nanders and by estab
g our own hases

need is an agonizing

must learn 10 keep
without worl

a frenty of
tear. This ne!
asy for a demmocracy to do. bu
is necessary and. once the res
son for it is understood by the
leaders of American  opinion, it
can be done
FRIENDS, NOT ALLIES
We mit also to
riens w mg_them io e
o militar s van he

die con)-

it
tain and push back
evolution is not only

assist the of commu:
nism,

We must, I
oa

expan

been  con:

have
se and review the
ald. As it is now

praciiced, it i f
as a prog

ernment

memoti
of the As

o anvthing but let
v detaul
are a nimber of

There
why k India 1 (he ey coun

try, It is, for one thing, a very
big country known to all of Asia
as a land of deep poverty. To
make a showplace of a small is-
land like Formosa or for that mat.
ter of Puerlo Rico is a good thing
lo do. Bul it is not convineina.
m the comimuniets are proving

€ e in b countries like
sla and China We shall have
1o prove our case, that materi-
al progross can be had with enil
liberty, in a big country.

THE NECESSARY STRUCTURE

Fur another thing, India has the
necessary  structure, includ
civil service with a good trad
— something which does not exist
in equal me elscwhere in

e
Asia. except in Japan
But

in my mind the clinching

v vuking the demonsita
tion o India. 15, v the spiritual
hetitage of which Gandhi was the
&reat teacher, is of all the ideoio-

s 0f the world the most radi-

different from that of Len-
Yet, though it is different
like Communism, addressed
the suffering masses of the

people

I know there is a notion amang
many Americans that the Indians
are more than halfway along the
road to being communists. That
notion is based in part on the
fact that m.v Indians mean f be.
coime & social democratic state.
In the main the notion that they

re halt-communist is based on
the fact that on many issues
of foreign policy the Indian goy
ernment ditfers from ours and
eal efforts to keep on
~4..»‘ ferms with the Soviet Union
aud with its poweriul and danger
ous neighbor, Red China

Nevertheless, the Indians wiin
are indoctrinated in the hi
tradition are acutely consc
the 2ulf helween the Sovier s
tem and themselyes, They
tollitarians. They are
matersalys fc determinists.

5

onfidence quite a
huber o the gther peoples who
not yet within the cos
nist orbit.

NO OTHER WAY

I there is
meeting the

any other way of
communist challence
in Asia, I have not heard of i
Hw tide is running i favor of
nunumsm . almost, one
by default. Russia an
na are makiog a demonst
to which the West is offering
alternative. 1 do not know where
else @ non-communist alterpatiy e
can now he demonstrated, given
lact that only in India. on
of I\w communist orbit, col
il demonstration earr
conviction o the great masses
of the ple who are looking for
a of life
To Re Concluded Monday)

ter

Quote, Unquote

Tostl we anthars must re
ourselves—that's the trith
WWe have two or three greal mov
ng experiences in our lives —
experiences so greal and moving
L it dorsn't seem at the time
al anyone vlse has heen caught
up and pounded and dazzled and
astonished and beaten and brok
en and resciied and illuminated
nd n«.rlr"l and humbled in
that way ever before " —

Scott Fltzgerald

< genleal, hiil (s

anvst. most viclolis game

| ¥ t play the pe
plav the (score)

A 4% 1 o were a machine "
S dnr\ Llewellyn, a New Yook
professional

lLafr s a foreym language:
mispronounce it -
Cristopher Morley,

The Blasters KnewThe Ways Of Dynamlte

WASIIN " exp y would  heen watking side by side wit Contor
o hildme. 1t miners e vears, 1 v a ibout a year
nd pla { ) ¢ Jamite was placed, (Fvends, enjoved the § agn, R rman  gol a
nmited. re bs o e Lot R R P b s
conclusion mhings 11 Was 2 very. heaty concentratim n’ grated for four years Wou hate two children,” said an un
re the waik of skilled dvnamiters hired  dsnamite. and_would have identified voice. “vou send them to
By a eentral Hip oL nm..‘uu.‘ 0st of the mmn; had it y.mu ,‘,mﬂ FBI Lugs In Trackdown school. Better take ‘them out of school
low a pattern. Th e The FBI has been exiremely efficient Y0U wouldnl want to see them hurt,
verObeuiredion in planting agents inside the Communist “ould you
Joamred o0 Car Started Aﬂerwurd party and for a long time also had agents |
L The school at Gsag inside the Ku Klux Klan J. Edgar Hoov.  Only By Beeper
> and bie i ,‘ nan told me that he tried
4 b pots a z FBI ar that time to listen i
. £ mbplefaustr llke Jotn) K order 1o trace ofher
B o : Ut T e pe ning his hif
R Loy el AN aid it eould only tap his ph
ol put a beepe on the vire which nf con
Wl y reveal that the phor

Three Heavy Charges
Clinton. three
mite were placed

heavy
dyn.

harges of

n threa key parts

mite was found stol
that area

Besides the eoal

was n,,m To
explained, was

tap a phone. FBI agents
ezal

31 has
n Washington




