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Mecklenburg Is A Bumpkin No Longer

(‘Ol NTY government in Mecklenburg
4 operates in quarters hardly fit for
& 19th century horse-and- uagnn com
munity.

It needs room to stretch its elbows
and its legs so that it can perform es
sential services to every taxpayer with
maximum speed and efficiency

That's the reason for the two addi-
tional bond proposals sharing Tuesdav's
ballot with the modest request for Char-
lotte's community colleges.

One is for 82 million fo construct a
new county office building. The other
is for $500,000 to remodel the present
courthouse

Fach should be approved if Mecklen
burgers want governmental functions to
be performed properly. It is simply a
question of good housekeeping.

Important departments, agencies and
bureaus are now being housed in inade-
quate — even makeshift quarters
with a resultant waste of time and mon-
ev. and a handicap to administrative
services. Overcrowding is so severe that
even the courthouse corridors are he-
ing used as storage facilities. Offices are
‘tiny and some can accurately be de
scribed as cubby holes, There is bare
i1y enough ventilation anywhere. There
are few places for citizens with govern
\ment business to transact to sit or stand
When the courts are in session the halls
‘are often packed so tightly that move-
ment from one office to another is some
what like swimming against a strong
current. Finding space for the normal
number of official records a county gov-
ernment must keep on file is a major
1 problem

The 26th Judicial District Bar Asso.
ciation has been particularly vigorous
in pointing out the need for adequate
ifacilities, as have the Chamber of Com-

merce and the League of Women \oters
Another offi voice was added Thurs
day when the Mecklen County
Grand Jury referred te nl condy
tions at the court as “intolerabie " Said
the grand jury

“The rapid growth of population of
the city and county and the increased
demands on the governmental farili-
ties which must be provided by the
county have resulted in an acute lack of
space needed to provide the services
properly

This nas caused a long known and
obvious evercrowded condition through-
out the building. in all its various de-
partments. which has brought about in.
convenience, delay and inefficiency in
the various operations.”

The grand jury's report also said

It is hoped that the citizens will fol-
low the earnest recommendations made
by the commissioners and vote for the
necessary funds to remedy this intoler-
able situation at the coming election .

The fact is that Meckienburg is a coun-
try lad no longer The bumpkin grew up.
acquire d city ways and suddenly found
with a lot of people and a lot of
problems. The present courthouse might
have been adequate once. It is adequate
no longer. The new facilities are urgent-
Iy needed

The area across F. Fourth Street
from the courthouse is an excellent site
for the proposed new building. It would
represent an entering wedge for urban
renewal in Charlotte and replace some
undesirable housing now on the block
Furthermore, it would be the beginning
of a government plaza long sought by
public planners here.

For more efficient government on the
county level, vote for the mew county
building and courthouse remodeling.

its

"‘IP Amendment Should Be Rejected

TORTH Carolina's justice of the peace
system is a frail reed indeed on
swhich to rest new powers of office.

If Tar Heel voters are wise next Tues:
day they will reject a proposed consti-
tutional amendment increasing the juris-
diction of magistrates in claim and de-
livery proceedings from $50 to §200.

We are convinced that a realistic ad.
Justment is necessary in the value of
property a small claims court should be
permitted to handle. Merchants who say
the present 850 ceiling is unreasonably
low are correet. But the remedy they
suggest Is ill-timed and risky.

Justice of the peace courts. with some
notable exceptions. have a miserable
reputation in North Carolina. They have
never been noted for dispensing equal
and exact justice. In fact, the institution
is rigged to accomplish opposite ends.
Under the existing fee system, the in-
come of the magistrate is directly re
lated not only to the volume of his
business but alse to the character of
his judicial decisions. This has resulted
in innumerable abuses and an erosion of

respect in judicial remedies at low lev-
els

Furthermore, a comprehensive court
reform system will be presented to the
General Assembly early next year by
Sen. J. Spencer Pell's judicial study com-

mittee. Special attenfion has been given
fo justice of peace courts In faet. it is
here that the committee has found “the

greatest need for change

It is within the framework of a uni
fied judicial system that appropriate
changes in the jurisdiction of local
courts should be made An enormous
amount of thought and effort has gone
into the Bell Committee's plan. T
group has had the benefit of lead
authorities in the field It would be far
hetter to wait a few months and overhaul
the entire system than to tinker on Tues.
day with an alri discredited portion
of that svstem

In indiscriminately placing increased
power into the hands of more than 1.000
justices of the peace at once the peopie
of North Carolina would merely be ask
ing for new abuses, It is not worth the
risk

The Scientific Stare Cures Our llls

it's wonderful
In Cincinnati, an absen!-minded

grocery chain official, forgelting where
he'd put a certificate of purchase worth
£100.000. hired Dr. Franz Polgar. the
celebrated mesmerist. Dr. Polgar prompt
ly put him in a deep trance and the
ahsent-minded one revealed that he had
put the missing stock certificate in a
safety deposit box

At Chicago, Dr. Bernard B. Raginsky
of Montreal. Canada, revealed that he
had hypnotized an errant airlines pilot
and drawn from him a confession that
he was to blame for an airliner crash
some lime ago

One has only ta behold

} YPNOTISM

nosis to

From The Richmond Times-Dispatch
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