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Tobacco: The Only Virgin Tax Source

THOROUGHLY harassed taxpaver of
AA our acquaintance once grumbled
that government is mainly an e
organization to regulate evildoers
tax those who behave. Consequently, it
does little for fairly respectable people
except annoy them.

It is already apparent that a bundle
of mew amd fairly excruciating annoy-
ance is in store for Tar Heel taxpayers
in 1959.

The governor has made no particular
secret of the fact that new sources of
wvenue must be found The State Tax

Study Commission. while making no
recommendations on  wha! new faxes
might be needed, has nevertheless pro-
vided an enormous amount of data on
sources North Carolina has not yet
tapped

One such source sticks out like a

beached whale. It is tobacco,

Already we can hear bleats and cries
from the leafy east. These are the same
bleats and cries that have put the fear of
Jehovah in the hearts of legislators since
roughly 1868,

The fact remains that North Carolina
like some 44 other states, is going to
have to come to its senses some day on
the subject of tobacco stamp and use
taxation and the sooner the better.

North Carolina and Virginia alone
among the 11 southeastern states are
purposely closing their eyes to this ten-

der target. Collections for the nine other
states brought $115,010,529 into the va.
rious general funds during the 1956-57
fiscal year. The collections ranged all
the way from $22,323.233 in Louisiana
to $5,914,484 in neighboring South Caro-
lina

The per capita yields from fobacco
stamp and use taxation for the nine
southeastern states averaged $383 dur-
ing fiscal 195657, Again, they ranged

Louwisianas $743 to South Caro.

from

» phychological barriers to a tobac

co use tax in North Carolina are obvi

ous. It has been Tarheelia's big money
crop since 1660 Until the late 1920s
when textiles took over, it was the leader
in total value of manufactured products
in North Carolina. The value of tobac-
co manufactures, consisting mainly of
cigarettes and pipe tobacco, reached
$1.023.000.000 by 1950 and $1.580.000.-
000 in 1954 We grow about two-fifths
of the nation’s tobacco crop and manu-

facture more than one half of the na-
n's fobacco products
one Tar Heel firm

flax

clga

e paper for

most of
es and much of the

America's
cellophane
for the packages.  All of these industries
are already taxed rather heavily here
and elsewhere

But North Carolina has been holding
the line against a tobacco use tax in the
nation until there is no line left to hold.
One state is not going to convince the
other states in the union of their error.

The plain fact is that North Carolina

needs new revenue and there are no
more virgin sources of consequence.
Some other southeastern states have

gathered a few dollars from taxes on
pari mutuels, document files, lubricating
oils, soft drinks and a few other items
but they are usually piddling amounts

North Carolina could—and should
re-examine its sales tax schedule and dis-
pense with several exemptions, We have
discussed this possibility often in the
past and we still believe it would help
balancg the books. But the use of fo-
bacco. a luxury. offers the only fresh
source ripe for the plucking

Is it too much to ask that the matter
be given serious consideration when the
General Assembly meets in Februray?

Here's A Short, Happy Route To Equity

it unconsciously documented the case

for tobacco stamp and use taxation
in North Carolina (see above), the State
Tax Study Commission consciously per-
formed an even greater service to the
cause of sanity in local taxation. We
have in mind the set of forthright recom-
mendations on the manner in which indi-
vidyal counties handle their property
taxes.

It is an unhappy fact that the present
system results in unfair treatment to
many Tar Heels, As a matler of fact. in
regard to tax policies in the state's 100
counties, equity is just a word to be
found in the dictionary. Property values
vary greatly from county to county and,
often, tax rates have little or no rela-
tion to existing situations. Some coun-
ties have not had a revaluation since the
1920s.

The commission has recommended that
each county be compelled by law to re-
value its real property by actual ap-
praisal every eight vears. It would al-
low each county to select the percentage
of market value at which it could asse
property for taxation but would insist

that the same percentage of market
value be applied o all classes of prop-
erty within a single county. The power
to exempt property from taxation would
be reserved by the General Assembly
and such exemptions would be applied
on a statewide basis. Furthermore. the
commission suggests that all property tax
exemptions nol authorized by the legis-
lature be repealed

The recommended changes wonld be
good for Mecklenburg and good for the
state as a whole,

They ought to be adopted.

Footnotes

"'l‘.\\HS and tax avoidance were proba-

bly born twins, and are likely to
continue their joint existence until the
millennium of a taxless world Harry
I. Rudick. professor of law, New York
tn

versity

“Most of us believe only hall what
we're told but a tax assessor believes
double G. Norman (

Johnson Is Beckoned From The Shades

VORTH Carolinians know to keep their
mouths shut when Virginians be-
gin to talk about the gilded dynasty who
marched in numbers from Old Dominion
to White House. But of course South
Carolinians have to leave the room.

Tar Heels stay in the room and, after
proper obel 25, they may wheel out
James Knox Polk. by birth Mecklenburg
er. by education North Carolinian, fight
er of Mexican in. an ap:

ple of m a persidential <
eve

But Andrew Johnson
and apprenticeship (he had no formal

education ) a North Carolinian, has never
been accorded a place in the Polk
nasty, He has been shoved back in the
shades. He is known as “poor Andrew
His name, if mentioned, calls forth
aprochryphal memories of an unflatter
ing sort: He was laught to read and
write by his Tennessee wife When he
descended Hill once

the comme:
that student
“Kentucky rye
prone and tank
at Sout
That
coarse ml ng
is little doubt Ih 15
stodgy Civil War corres )mm‘r" of the

From The Raleigh News & Observer

London Times wrote of his chief. Lin-
4 gentleman™ He was not born
esman’s eloth. and his presi
after the Civil War ended in hit-
ter defeat rounded by Republican ories
of “fresson ™ Yet, withal, he was a man
strong in his conviction that
Lincoln policies. which he strov
finue the

oderate
fo con
hism in

wonld sooner rey

the Union thian headstrong Radical recon
struction He was right. but he did not
win
The North Carolina-bo ilor has not
claimed his doe or from
his native state, though he had his v
tues: He was a fine politician who was
enough to surmount over-
ional majorities: he
was a constitutionalist  who was im
peached and fell withim vote of con
tion in the Se was a moderate

arena where
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People’s
Platform

re the strike The ir
crease of four cents now makes It
$161 and another 4 cents on New
Years' Day will bring it to $165

Are these the kind of wages that
bring prosperity and good stand

and their fam tat
standard of Lving? I wonder how
many of them are gong to pur-
chase the 1959 models of the au-
are being so
widely erlised? And how can
they afford washing machines or
television sels unless their wives

g0 out and work for more family
income?

City Coach Lines has its head-
quarters in Detroit, Mich. They
are far removed from the local
scene. But they know that auto-
mobile workers and other indus-
trial workers have union contracts
which pay in excess of 50 per
cent more than they are willing

‘It's All Yours, Pal--See You Tomorrow’

Big Gains Predicted

Here Come The Democrats

By CONGRESSIONAL QUARTERLY

WASHINGTON

LECTION victories that could
hring the Democrats close ta

a two-thirds majority in both the

House and Senate are indicated in
the final pre-election hy
Congressional Quarter

A statehy-state and district by
district rounds h
ably to the likels 0

reduction in ¢
on both sides of the ( qw ol in the
1938 balloting

Smaller Democratic gains are
likely in the gubernatorial races,
with” an_outside chance for the
GOP to hold its own in the st
house contests

BRIGHT PICTURE

llr]mrh from Alaska, which votes
48 states that
av indicate the
Demo.

seats in California,  Connecticut,
Michigan and Pennsylvania

GAIN OF EIGHT

That would give the Democrats
i compared (o the
in the 85th Con;
othor Republicihelt

Se
40 they hol
But seven

ada. Ne
I et i
siven shaky GOP h
would not be surprising. their Sen-
ate margin will be 61-37. If they
sweep the doubtful seats and up
set_one siightlyfavored ummm
<can in, say, Wyoming. tliey will
be only one seal short of a two-
thirds majority

HOUSE OUTLOOK

picture for the anbied o
crits is in the Senate h P
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Al 1S of i e <
I o
har candida
the Republicans in Maine's Sep-  ra
temher election and  they Ho: "
in to capture one of the two  pends on how
Alaska posts. doubtful distrits, all but seven of
ocrats are also favored 1o which were won last time by Re.
take two Republican-held seats in  publi i) ¢ disklots
West Virginia and single GOP are spr states and
[ cary i
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Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round
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include slightly more city areas
thzu rural sections

ilifornia, Connecticut, [llinois

Indi
vania
ters of the House battle.

BIG EDGE

1f Democrats capture half of the
53 doubtful districts — and that
certainly is not too much for them
to expect — they will have a 262
174 cdge in the new House.

They conceivably can win a two
thirds majj or 291 seats, but
it will take considerable doing. To
take that many seats, Democrats
would probably have to win every
race in which they are favored,
caplure 45 of the 53 doubtful m:
t nd upset 11 of some 50
Republicans. That is a tall

vored
order

CLOSE GOVERNORS

The for the
mansions centers in e
this yesr. At present there are 29
Democrats and 19 Republicans in

the state houses.

Democrats are favored lo cap
ture Republican bailiwicks in Cal
ifornia and Maryland. To oftset
those expected losses, the GOP
must win six of the eight toss-up

states: Nevada, Ohio, South Da-
Wota and Wis nsin, which they
now hold: and Kan: New York,
on nr\d Rhode 1 Jund now in
hands. 1t is possible
licans will do just that
s are slightly against

STRONG (HALLENGERS

1\
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edge in gover
Democrat  is
Alaska's Nov. 25 gub
contest

will have

to pay our Charlotte bus drivers

and servicemen.

ot

Do they comsider that the 20-
cent increase demanded before
the strike would make our people
overpaid® What have they got to
say for themselves — besides an
announcement that they will be
_looking for permission lo increase
the bus fares of Charlotte riders”

D. LISK

Youthful Campaigners
Only Want To Lgam

harlotte
'lhe News
heard that Mr
(hill(‘i “Bud” Coira and
Mr. Steve Davis objected to our
being at the League of Women
Voters candidates’ meeting be-
cause we were children. If we
had kept any adults from getting
seats then they would have had
reason to object. However, there
were vacant seats. The candi-
dates’ meeting had been discussed
within our club for weeks and
was a red letter date, Tt was very
important to us. Yes, we were en-
thusiastic, We wanted o support
the Democratic candidates in ev-
ery way we could. If they ‘had
read the newspapers they would
have seen that the nvitation
were {0 the public. Not just Deni-
ocrats or  Republicans, the
young or old. but the public

Editors,
JE HA

Our club, “Clark For Congress,
Unlimited,” was mainly formed
for two purposes

1 — To campaign for Mr Dav-
id Clark and the other Demo-
cratic candidates. We belicve this
to be our right as Americans

2 — To learn all that we can
about our government. Our gov-
ernment is one of the mast im-
portant subjects taught in the
public schools of North Carolina
Mr. Coira, not being a native of
North Carolina, might not Know
this.

The majority of the members
of our club are junior hizh school
students. Since our club was or
ganized we have wor ad
dressing mail, distributing litera-
ture and putting bumper stickers
(with permission) on cars

As future voters of America
we plan fo learn all that we can
about our government and poli

— BILLY MULLIS

President
Clark for Congress Unlimited

When Will Candidate
Check His Records? ‘

Rt. 7, Charl

can hardly
believe your own ears. Like

last Tuesday night for instance
when the WBTV quoted candidate
Dave Clark as saying he doesn’t
remember whether or not he
voled against community coll
ow, that is a fine thin
man who cannot remenik
he voted on a bill as impe
as Community Colloge has a h

of a nerve asking for my vole
And again last Thursdoy night
at the Court House, Mr Clark

was asked why he failed to vote
for reapportionment for Meck
burg. His wer was he'd have
to check. Twice now, he said he
would have to check. Just when
is Mr. Clark going to check his
records? It seems like we are
titled to know a few of these an
swers

U be con forget how e voted
in Ral W p
from for

ory, He voted
colleges —
But, then I can’t bl

T wouldn't remember
either.

that one

— JOE MA

GOP’s Coira Is Just
Johnny-Come-Lately

Charlotte

N

Editors. The News
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Charlotte's Bus Drivers Received No Windfall

Party exist com-

Democtatic
the territorial ex-

fent ol the mation, 1 that, were
not true we would be lttle better
than Ru Somebody should
telll him that there have been
many Republican congressmen
from North Carolina: Settle, More-
head, Ewart, Linney Cowles,

etc. Never has there been « time
when there have not been Republi-
caa members of the legislature
since the old Whig Party turned
into the Republican Party. 1
imagine that when he says that
before him (by inference) there
was no Republican Party in
Mecklenburg, the ghosts of By-
num and Newell snd \Yulvh\m!
turned over nd
the thous:
burg Repul £
the strange noise they heard.

Why doesnt Mr. Coira - advo-
cate Republican doctrine instead
of trying to reflect upon that
party as is? It is true that the
fault limiting the Republican
Party in the South cries to high
heaven. Seven southern states
voted for Eisenhower and not a
southerner was appointed to the
national Cabinet. (A woman
Democrat was apointed and aft
erward lefl the Cabinet.)
affirn the attitude of

tionz!
the So

(e South. There is no polit
ical future for them . But, we
are hearing a strange noise from
this newcomer who is trying to
tell old-line Republicans who have
voted in Mecklenburg for the Re-
publican Party before Mr. Coira

was born.
—HOYT EAVES

Will Jonas Accept
Cherry's Support’

Matthews

Editors, The News
DECENTLY in People’s Plat-
L form Mr. Blankenship noted
with regret Mr. J. R. Cherrv's
switching over to the Republicans.
Let him go. Mr. Cherry claims
that the late Joe McCarthy was
one of our greatest A
What he and many others over-
look is that McCarthy was a pro-
fessional patriot. Almost all of us
love our country but we don’t get
paid for
McCarlhy said President Eisen-
hower was soll on communi
How wild can a man get? Eisen-
he the worsl President since
ant and will hold that distine-

ion until such time nother
general becomes Pre But
he is not soft an cor ism.

The question is: Will Mr. Jonas

accept fhe support of a McCarthy

{mirer
—ROBERT ALEXANDER

When A College
Needed A Friend !
Editors, The N s

(‘H\IH’H!!- (

many

hool they would be
hr\ | Clark

= HAROLD SAIN

He Has Served
All The People

Iron Station

The N
SSMAN
all the

pre
N & favores
cliate o party

e politieians but with the peopie
he is fops. He deserves to be
elected. Lot's send him back for
anather fe

—R. B. SAUNDERS

Hal March’s
Appeul Nouseuhng

Charlolte

Senator Helps Ex-Senator In TaxCase

that

Congressman
by the densely

burbs just across

Here's Another Case

any tax vid . %

m,v T. Broghill
v

lhc Potomac River

e him a3 S3 i and a suspended  fr d in Wi ¢ namely. S hing " 0 v r
Barrett. He n]\)u 4!!*11 to Barrett !‘r S a tember
F rett intervened at the Trea T i ]
he agunstthe x Rept conter for fiie nat
i i x-Ser never prosecuted v
thout even goil mised  He got r.ll with a (mum omise T 10 Jong disc or
L d D l payment consu ll;r d Iv' any A\‘W s @ vn’I fin v |‘ site
an ea near the Lincoln Memorial on the banks
résimon Rnbertson Gop senator iom  No Comment of the Polomac was picked It then br
Wyoming, p mw»m 8 big Cody. Wyo Queried by this column regarding his Came "‘”“““ . get @ Il through' Con-
cattle rarieh from his brother-iniaw for (ax difficulties, Robertson refused to #€SS lo confirm ffon, iy
1 relatively cheap price and then sold it  comment S H"L‘r“ 5 !‘ oyh ,‘ d
the Hunt O Co, owned by H. I “I am no longer a public official the fizht in fgessy againat he site. He
as oilman The sale he said. “This is my own private b was determined. bitte unrelent
plicated 1case: ss re 1 nothing I care to s
P 4 Own Pocketbook Served
Token Of Apprccmt on i e o .




