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The Hopeless Record Of Disarmament

\I:I\l"l‘ all that is left of the disarma-

4 ment falks in London is US. nego-
tiator Harold Stassen's smile and even
that is fading fast

Of Mr. Stassen's seemingly bhoundless
ptimism that something hopeful would
come out of these five-and.a-half months
of talk. some “first step" toward disar-
mament. some sign to a weary world
that real peace is coming, nothing at all
is left. Described by the President in
April as “the most serious talks on dis-
armament since World War I1,” the dis-
cussions have degenerated since into the
beginnings of another major East-West
propaganda battle. The cold war thereby
becomes even chillier. The only hope
that can be mustered from the talks is
the kind that springs eternal. There is
none in the record.

What this gloomy outcome means to
official Washington is that immediate
preparations must be made for fighting
the propaganda battle before the United
Nations, preparations including the as-
sembly of bales of documents and the
writing of massive speeches for delivery
to the necessarily tin-eared delegates of
the United Nations.

What it means to a man standing on
the corner of Trade and Tryon Sts. is
that the armaments race will be intensi-
fied, high taxes maintained, and the ra-
dioactive poisoning of the air continued
in the festing of nuclear weapons, The
chief competition in armaments will be
for the means of delivering hydrogen
warheads via missiles to any spot on the
globe, competition that already has de-
stroyed the U.S's historic invulnerability
to armed attacks by its enemies.

What it means to a citizen in Char-
lotte, it means in most particulars to
most of the citizens of the world. These
citizens have never lived in a sanctuary.
They have no means of defense against
missiles and no hopes of developing the
means. If their tax burden is lighter in
some cases, the load of their fears is
heavier.

In this set of circumstances, Russia
has a strong advantage in the propaganda
battle.  Soviet representatives went to
London with a simple and glitteringly
attractive proposal. It was simply this:
Ban the bomb. The West was in the po-

In Charlotte, Voices

JITH dedication spread over their
faces like grease paint, Charlotte
Opera Association members last week
launched a crusade for culture. Their
objective: Quick sale of $11.000 worth of
tickets for the 1957-58 opera season
Years ago, when Charlotte had only a
bit part in the development of U.S. cul-
ture, such a scheme would have seemed
impossible. Not so in 1957 Charlotte has
matured and so have its tastes. The as.
sociation's goal—*“to fill every seat at
each of the four performances in Ovens
Auditorium'"—is commendably possible.
Wiseacres throughout America used to
say that opera was one foreign importa-
tion that could never be successfully
transplanted in US. soil. That was be-
fore the National Broadeasting Company
began beaming full-length broadeasts of
Metropolitan Opera Company productions
from coast to coast. That was before
opera became a sustaining stable on the
television networks

ilable in huge quantities.
The wiseacres were wrong. Today

there are more than 200 opera studios

and workshops, made up of professionals

sition of saying it would agree to ban
the bomb if and there followed
reasonable and prudent demands for the
right of inspection and for guarantees
that the Soviets would observe the ban.
The Russians rejected these demands, fi-
guring that in a world climate of in-
creasing fear and dread of nuclear war,
her simple “ban the bomb” slogan will
be sufficient to suggest a peace-loving
reputation. It probably is a correct esti-
mate. People in danger of annihilation
are not very intent on the details of an
agreement that would seem to remove
that danger.

Thus the Soviet has stolen a march in
the propaganda battle. Its desire is not
to convince the United Nations that it
wants disarmament, but to convince the
uninformed masses of the world that the
West is blocking disarmament

Actually, Moscow had little reason to
want to cooperate in disarmament confer-
ences. While its strength is increasing in
the missile field, Washington has been or-
dering drastic economy cuthacks in the
Defense Department. Congress has or-
dered sharp reductions in foreign aid
to allied and neutral nations. During the
London talks, these steps must have sug-
gested to the Russians that the U. S. was
willing to carry out unilateral disarma-
ment,

In other respects, too, the US. eased
the pressure for disarmament. All dur-
ing the talks there was serious question
whether Mr. Stassen was representing the
US. or only himself. He was called to
Washington for a dressing-down, and his
positions were repudiated publicly by
high figures in the administration While
Mr. Eisenhower expréssed confidence in
Stassen, other officials made it clear they
had no confidence in him

All this is to say that the US, con-
ducted its side of the talks poorly. If an
agreement was impossible, it was by no
means necessary to give the Russians a
head start in the propaganda battle. The
West must find the imagination and the
means to put the Soviets on the defen.
sive and to deflate her misleading slo-
gans. The first step in this process might
be for Washington to decide who's in
charge of disarmament strategy so that
it can be correlated and presented de-
cisively at the conference tables,

Raised In Song

and semi-professionals, on and off col-
lege campuses. There are amateur
groups. like Charlotte Opera Association,
similarly engaged in furthering their new
love of the singing theater.

In addition, more and more U.S. com-
posers are busily creating American
operas. They got their inspiration from
trail-blazers like Virgil Thomson (Four
SaNTs IN Tunes Acrs), Mare Blitzstein
{THE Craote WL Rock), Douglas
Moore (Twue Devit Ao Daster Wen.
STER) and Gian-Carlo Menotti (Tue Me-
prum. THE Tereenone and Amanr Awp
THE NIGHT Vistrors )

These and others have added new
spice to the large reservoir of vintage
classics by Mozart, Verdi, Puccini, Wag-
ner, Massenet, Rossini, Strauss, Gounod,
Donizetti and their cultural brethren

Opera today has a large and devoted
audience. 1t finds strength even in the
hinterlands like Charlotte

The reason is that a group like Char-
lotte Opera Association presents great
opera with such care, dedication and
sKill. It is a fine organization and richly
deserving of the community’s continued
support.

Big Babblegab Suffers Another Blow

THF. Department of Agriculture says

English walnuts never were English
walnuts and henceforth shouldn't be
called English walnuts

For reasons we consider good and
sufficient, we'll continue to call ‘em
English walnuts even if their only claim
to the name is the fact that they first
were brought to America in English
ships. But this desire to simplify termi.
nology is a very commendable thing on
the part of an extremely wordy bu.
reaucracy. We note appreciatively that
the department suggested no substitutes
for the adjective “English,” but simply
wants the walnuts called walnuts,

his development pretty weil clears the
tment of our suspicion that it was
the author of a little maslerpiece of con-

fusion found in our babblegab file. It
said:

“We are peaking our program philoso-
phically, but it is naive to assume the al-
lotment program is an equity program
unless the allotments are so abysmally
low that they permit the agency to relax
and allow market determination as a per-
centage of base period, sidetracking mil-
itary refurn with adjustments. This is
based on use levels proportionately and
Is in the market tests sense, We now
have the quantitative framework with
marginal qualitative allocations o formal-
ize the procedure for further refining
and implementing of our objectives."

Surely the agency which asks that
English walnuts be called walnuts ecould
not have written this gem

It must have been the Department of
Commerce.,

GWOR, ALSO QUAI

'HE Lord Chief Justice of England has
ruled that quail may be sold legally

cry “gwor, gwor," instead of
qual” Wild quail, in the British
view, cry the latter, while domestic quail
cry the former. This, we repeat, is the
<h view,

In the Missouri vie
fean view

—even the Amer.
Bob White”" We

never h gwor, gwor." or
even “qu perhaps British
iall are different, and with a

cockney or Oxonian accent. On the same
basis, a Mexican quail might be adduced
to whistle “Roberto Blanco. ™
bob white, that is

All of which suggests that the ery of
the quail, or any other species, is not

A Mexican

necessarily what the quail cries, bit what
the hearer hears. A proper British sub-
ject hears “gwor," or he hears “quai,"

and rgises and lowers his gun accord-

“Just What Do You Mean, ‘How About The
Other Race Question’?"’

Complaints Pile Up

Gouging In Garages?

AN automobile company_presi-
dent regularly receives a
post card from a woman in the

a stitched.on lemon pecl.

A Michigan motorist pens this
poetic plea to the makers of his
car:

“My palience is endless,
My grief I've weil borne,
But please make it so,

I can blow my own horn."

These outbursts from some of
the nation's +56 million car own.
ers stem from a common discov-
ery: Getting an ailing auto fixed
nowadays can be a frustrating
experience. Although most irate
molorists seethe in silence, about
100,000 disconterted drivers yearly
fire letters at auto manufactur-
ers detailing their service-relat-
ed complaints, Some find other
ways to express their displeasure.
A New Orlesns man went so far
s to erash his malfunctioning car
through his dealer’s show window.

TIME LAG

Auto men ecredit some com-
plaints about repair delays, shod-
dy service and overcharging to
dyspeptic drivers and cranks who
view a car breakdown as proof of
the i

By GEORGE MELLOAN
In The Wall Street Journal

er steering, the maintenance of
whieh requires a whole new set of
skills,

Added to these troubles has
been the auto industry's post war
emphasis on more frequent and
mare complete mode!  change-
overs, plus increased dealer stress
on sales — often to the detriment
of their service shops.

NEW STRESS

Taking note of increasing serv-
ice complaints, Lee Fleet Man-
agement, Inc., a consultant firm
for car and truck fleet operators,
recently leveled this blast at the
industry:

“Once again the annual new
model headache has created the
usual crop of problems — y
tattles and leaks, door handles
falling off, electric clocks that
won't work, carburetor troubles,
poorly lubricated bearings and a

ost of other minor annoyances
The motoring public blames the
dealer, accusing him of poor
make-ready servicing. The ha-
rassed dealer, on the other hand,
lays the blame on the manufac-
turer and the poor quality con-
trol that has been so prevalent in
the last year. The public is con-

e a
machine age. But many concede
that, as the car population has
mushroomed, the comparative
avallability and quality of auto-
motive service has lagged badly.

Several things have intensified
garage-aimed gripes, say auto
men. First, there is a severe short-
age of mechanics, Moreover, not
only are there more cars to break
down, but these cars have become
complex; they're often
down with new gadgets
and accessories, such as air-con-
ditioning, power brakes and pow-

fused and exasperated by all this
buck-pass "

Recognizing its service short-
comings, the auto industry lately
has subjected itself to a good deal
of self-criticism. Some resuits
Auto factories are stepping up ef-
forts to attract and train dealer
mechanics; more dealers are tak-
ing steps to upgrade service to
hold customers and combat grow-
ing competition from independent
garages, and at least one major
ail comps Shell, is exploring
the possibility of making repairs
a standard service at leased sta-
tions,

“Now it's developed sluggishness going down hill.”

Drew Pearson's
Merry-Go-Round

umn
partner, Jack Anderson.

WASHINGTON

WWITH Congress out, emancipated sena-
tors and representatives are scat-
tering in all directions looking for some-

thing to investigate in faraway places.
After a quick unofficial count, the
State Department places the expected ate Appropriations
exodus at about 190. Sccretary of State
Dulles has warned our embassies around All

the world to brace for a mass invasion
them to
the junketing lawmakers extra nice. In

He has also ordered

Junketeers Get Free Spendin

Editors’ Note: While Drew Pearson
Is touring the Mediterranean, his col-
is being written by his junior

a more material wa;
structed the embassies

want

nosey.

treat money is a requisition

to give congres-
al currency they
— no questions asked and
answered in case the press should get

sional visitors all the loc

This is the wish of Congress, which
doesn't want the public to know how
much counterpart money the junketeers
spend. The expense accounts are turned
into the House Administration and Sen
Committees,
quictly voted not to make them public.
a congressman needs in order to
stuff his pockets full of free spending

committee chairman. Few chairmen set a

At the convention of the Na-
tional Automobile Dealers Asso-
ciation this year, C. P. Robinson,
a San Rafael (Calif.) service man-
ager, cited a survey that indicat-
ed dealers “drive 91 per cent of
their service customers back out
the door” by performing work
without the customer’'s consent,
failing to adjust complaints and
not giving the customer proper in.
terest and attention,

Many of these disgruntled mo-
torists  apparently have been
switching to independent garages.
Motor Service magazine estimates
that the independent shops have

sted their share service
business to 50 per cent from 40 per
cent five years ago.

Many motarists steer shy of
some garages because of an over-
charge practice called “telescop-
ing."

A garage patron usually pa;
labor charges based on a "“flat
rate” manual instead of the actual
time required to make the re.
pairs. This means the motorist is
charged for labor time on each
repair item on the. basis of how

long the “average” mechanic
needs to do the job.
PROFITS

But a mechanic may make two
or more major repairs (say a pis-
ton ring replacement job and a
valve-grinding jobi at one time.
Since he takes the engine apart
and reassembles it only once, the
combined job requires considera-
bly less time than the two jobs
would require if done separately.
If the garage then adds together
the two flat rate labor charges for
the two jobs, the motorist is a
vietim of telescoping.

"Often, just one experience of
feeling gouged by the dealer
brings on a determination to nev-
er gq in that place again — and
they don't,” says Earl A. Reich-
ert, sales manager of Factory Mo-
tor Parts, San Francisco,

TOOL KITS

Auto service was not always the
problem it is today. Before World
War II most cars came equipped
with a tool kit, and backyard me-
chanics felt competent to tackle
many repair jobs. But now even
experienced mechanics must re.
turn to training schools periodi-

- cally to keep abreast of Detroit's

latest technological advances.
Surprisingly enough, about 9 per
cent of all car owners still per-
form their own simple motor tune-
ups, adjusting carburetors, setting
ignition points and replacing spark
lugs.
*‘As long as people want fancier
and  higher-powered cars with
more automatic doodads like elec-
tric windows power seats,
they're just going to have to get
used to having their cars in the
shops mare often and receiving
higger hille " ctates a New York
garage owner.

Dulles has in-

none ture legislation.
ternational

will. But most

voted for

which

For the vol

signed by any

Biggest load

limit on the amount that can be drawn.
Some junketeers will work hard over-
seas gathering information to shape fu.

meetings  and

vacation at the taxpayers' expense.

Many congressmen  will try
overseas without publicity. Those who
government
want to get caught squandering the tax-
payers' money themselves,
" rs’ benefit,
will name some of the senators and rep.
resentatives who have privately advised
their committees of overseas travel pl

will

A Jug Eases The Boredom
Of Hurtling Through Space

By ROBERT

PALAMOS, Spain

W'IHLH 1 seldom drink anything
stronger than Dr. Brown's
Celery Tonie, 1 am beginnig to
work up o real dislike for this
Oregon boy, Sen. Richard Neu.
berg, for a variety of reasons
His espousal of a ban on drink-
ing in commercial aircraft, plus
his nonsense about Gen.  Mae-
Arthur, Is beginning to make me
think that Oregon is producing
a weird brand of export. First
Wayne Morse, and now this bird
There is a move afoot to ban
drinking by passengers in the air,

sponsored by Sen. Strom Thur-
mond (D-SC) and the aforemen-
tioned Neuberger. Both are tee.
totalers, and Neuberger rarely
flies He admifs that what he
knows about the “dangers of

drinking aloft”
Dearie me.

THAT'LL BE
Well, if the senators will allow
me a moment, | would like to

state that 1 know nearly every.
thing there is to know about fly-

is largely hearsay

THE DAY

ing as a passe and drinking
in the ‘ I have logged
slightly

since the war, And the day I step
on that iron bird without a jug
fc case the horedom of hurtling
through the air in what is no
more than a Greyhound bus with
wings — that, gentlemen, will be
the day

Insofar as United States air

lines are concerned, the jug is a
vital necessity, because our queer
state laws practically prevent a
stewardess-served tipple. Headed
overseas, they always run out of
e along about Boston, anyhow,
and the poor stewardesses are so
busy with babies and meals and
sick passengers that they haven't
time to serve a drink. And there
are some, even when they're not
busy, who look at you as if you
were drinking their own private
stock if you ask for a second
Martini.

NOTHING PERSONAL

You understand. this Is not a
personal beef. I like to think that
1 know more nice gals who work
their feet and brains to a frazzle
in the air than any living com.
1 traveler. If they've had
in the business, I've
flown with them at least three
times. If there's any booze aboard,
I can have some in return for
translation, baby-sitting, and oc-
cosionally helping with the serv-
ice.

My point is merely that flying
especially long-distance fiying, is
such a bloody bare that a few
noggin, not only do not harm, but
at least give a feeling of ersatz
comfort and help to pass the
time. In my case, with a few

C. RUARK

SEN. RICHARD NEUBERGER
A Weird Brand Of Export

belts aboard, T can drift off into
dreamless sleep and bother no-
body, not even with my scintillat-
ing conversation, My flying time
from Barcelona to New York is
five Martinis and a good night's
rest

WHAT'S THE RISK?

In two million mies-plus, T
have never seen a person obstre-
y drunk on an aircraft,
ave | ever seen the airercft
endangered by the guy who comes
aboard soused. You can't get into
the pilot's compartment without
invitation, anyhow, and ‘hat's
where the flying is done — not
back in the threec-abreast, two-
abreast, small economy-sized
seats

One way, though, I am against
the serving of alcoholic nirvana
by the stewards and stewardesses,
It is asking too much of four peo-
ple to feed 70 passengers, mop up
after the sick ones, listen to the
complainis of the frightened and
baddempered ones, and still serve
as cheerful bartenders and wait-
resses. If booze is 1o be serv:
at all, the air lines ought to add
an extra hand, call him simply,
“bartender,” and quit working the
other Kids to death.

TROUBLE-MAKERS

1 would wager that 95 per cent
of the stewardesses who are not
of the Mormon or Mohammedan
ths would say that one queru.
us old maid, male or female,
more trouble aboard
hole delegation of half-

a
sozzled Elks.

This is not exactly a threat,
Congress, but if controlled drink.
ing is banned on American air.
craft, T and several millions like
me will stop flying in America
mircraft on overseas rums and
gve our allegience, and dough, 1o
the foreign competition.

People’s Platform

Ruark Draws Fire

From Stewart Fan
Rutherfordton
Editors, The News

R. Robert C. Ruark’s writings
have provoked me over a
long period of time. There'’s
hardly a column of his that 1
have read that the thought hasn't
come to me: How I would like
to personally wash his mouth out
with soap for his unnecessary

vilifying of my fellow citizens,

But being a character who
deals in long suffering to a fault,
I have refrained from denounc-
ing him. Nevertheless, when I
still want to sock him for his
criticism of my countrymen—
from his castle or citadel in
Spain—in a column dedicated to
the upholding and defense of my
favorite actor, and the only one
I've felt compelled to write a
fan letter to, 1 think it is time

took my stand.

Perhaps if Mr. Ruark would
spend some of the money he has
earned by using his pen as a
thorn in the flesh of his fellow
citizens in the US.A. we would
not feel it necessary to quibble
over adding another general to
our pay roll.

—ROSE PEELER MARSHALL.,

City Doesn’t Need

A Smoke Engineer
Charlotte
Editors, The News:
THERE is one man the city
can do without and that is
the smoke or smog engineer, the
salary collector who sits around
and looks wise to the tune of sev-
en or more thousands a year . , ,

In the first place, we do not
need this department for there is
no smoke to look for.

This is oné of the most serious
matters that Charlotte has been
burdened with, as it does not need
a smog engincer, This is one of
the publicity stunts that has cost

Others will attend in-
spread good

the taxpayers fn opinion
somewhere in the neighborhood of
$100,000 and which has made
plenty of enemies in more ways
than one

Therefore, let's clear the chair
of this expense . e idea
was conceived so that the smoke-
smog engineer should put a smoke
screen on the box car trucks that
smoke up the streets and fume
up the city with gas that does no
Rood to the health. Just think of
it: 113 lines operating out and in
Charlotte, many of which do not
pay one dollar tax, but you can
tell when you get on our streets
and highways on which they speed
up and down,

— 8. C. VAUGHN

Kasper Leads Rabble
But So Did Christ

Charlotte

Editors, The News:
I WONDER just what is a rab-

ble rouser. Christ, our Sa-
viour, was called a rabble rouser
because he spoke the truth and
condemned all evil. I have never
met Mr. John Kasper, and know
nothing about him except the di
torted news I have read in the
papers. But I know he is inter.
ested in the same thing that mil.
lions of Americans are interest.
ed in,

Mr. Kasper did not create the
condition that America is in to.
day. The majority of Americans,
including many Negroes, are op-
posed to integrating the races, I
suppose a person who takes a
siand for his constitutional rights
is a rabble rouser,

my

God Himsell segrogated the
races, and the Bible and human
nature prove it, A democracy is
a nation ruled by the majority of
its people. We no longer have ma-
Jority rule, but we are ruled by
the will of the minority.  All
Americans know that integration
1s wrong and segregationists will
win in the end,

—PARKS A. YANDLE

g Money

Navy to attend
Union, a worthy
will break u;
tour Europe

the Interparliamentary
v purpose. But the group
P in vacationing parties and
at the taxpayers'

e _group includes Sen. Strom Thup

plan simply to take a mond (DSC) and Reps. Harold Cool
G C 5 ]
(D-NC), John McMillan (D-SC). All plax};
try to slip to take their wive: .
% by nother big junket has been arranged
feonomy Jont by the joint atomie watchdog committee
which will be flown to

special
this column

group
NO).

ns.
be flown by the

to break

Congressmen taking individual
include Rep. Mendel Rivers (D-SC)

b Europe in a
Air Force plane. 11, too, intends
up into smaller junkets, This

includes Rep. Carl Durham (D-

trips

L4 )




