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Chatlotte
Editors, The News
Dx RING recent woeks thore
ve been news items, as
well as editorial eomments, about
the so-called “experts’ versus the
opinions and decisions of the City
Council
My only comment

is that, as
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David Ovens: A Measure Of The Man

AVID Ovens created out of the mate-
rial of the human spirit a rare and
precious gift for his fellow man. It was,
in essence, love. . =

He expressed it in many ways—philan-
thropy without fanfare, compassion for
the weak and the defeated, confidence in
the essential goodness in every human
breast, faith in the ordered unity of re-
ligion and, not the least, appreciation of
beauty in all of its inexhaustible abun-
dance.

He was a man of wit as well as wisdom
and sensitivity and he polished his vision
of “the good life” with a rare sense of
humor. It served him well as a mask for
softer sentiments that always seemed to
lurk just below the surface of a wry
merriment

History will record that David Ovens
was a great merchant, and that is per-
fectly proper. As vice president and gen-
eral manager of J. B. Ivey & Co, he
made mercantile history in North Caro-
lina and the South. He was rewarded
with fame and fortune. No mere listing
of his assorted accomplishments can do
justice to such a man as Mr. Ovens, how-
ever. The depth of his influence can
only be hinted at and the warmth of
his character can only be suggested. A
man's true worth requires subtler mea-
surements.

The Importance Of

RIDE properly is a quiet quality. But
amid healthy manifestations of
shame over ugly schoolground incidents,
there is room for a note of pride in
Charlotte’s conduct during a difficult
period of tension

There is no need to minimize these
incidents, as Gov. Hodges has tried to
do. Whether it was sticks and stones or,
in the governor's words, “pebbles and
wood shavings” that were tossed by a
mob at a Negro child, the incidents were
ugly and inexcusable. They should have
been prevented and most Charlotteans
will share Police Chief Littlejohn's re-
grets that his orders to that end were
“muffed.”

1t also is true, however, that the in-
cidents have been over-emphasized. Mobs
always over-emphasize themselves. And
there is a need to point out that for
every student who succumbed to the
hateful whisperings of agitators or was
swept up in mob hysteria, hundreds of
other students went about their business
in an orderly fashion. And more than a
few of them have offered or will offer
human kindness to the child who was
subjected to so’much meanness. That is
Charlotte's way. The city's essential kind-
ness will prevail.

Certainly Charlotte can be proud of

The emptiness agd grief that so many
Charlotteans—and others throughout the
South—felt today on learning of his
death is such a measurement. Because
his kindnesses touched so many, directly
and indirectly, the mourners are many.

Here was a man who distributed gifts
in $100,000 packages to hugs educational
institutions but who was just as anxious
«to aid an individual family in financial
distress.

Here was a man who rose to the
heights of some of America's biggest bus-
iness associations but who always stood
ready to come to the rescue of any com-
munity or neighborhood groups that
needed his services

Because of his love of heauty,” he did
more to enrich Charlotte's cultural life
than perhaps any other citizen in the
city's history. In bringing good music to
Charlotte, his influence was particularly
great.

Mr. Ovens was also an important guid-
ing force behind the Auditorium-Coli-
seum movement in Charlotte and, be-
cause of this fact, the new municipal
auditorium was named in his honor.

But the name of David Ovens is etched
even deeper in the consciousness of the
individual citizens of Charlotte. It will
not be erased. It will remain there. That,
too, is a part of the measuremont of the
man.

What Didn't Happen

having won the disapproval of the White
Citizens' Council organized by John Kas-
per. Such lawlessness as Kasper's cronies
succeeded in arousing hetre failed to sat-
isfy their appetite for violence. They are
“disappointed” in the white people of
Charlotte and may remove their pres-
ence. If they do, Charlotte surely will be
able to console itself.

Chief Littlejohn deserves commenda-
tion for encouraging the view that Kas-
perism is out of place here. If his or-
ders for strict control of rowdyism were
not properly carried out Wednesday,
there is no doubt that he intends
to control it in the future.

What is important in the long run is
not what happened in Charlotte this
week but what did not happen, not those
who tossed sticks and stones but those
who did not

The true image of Charlotte was not
presented by the mob,

It was merely obscured.

Prosperity Note

WO late model Cadillacs collided on
a couptry road near Muncie, Ind.,
the other day. In one car were bricklay-
ers. In the other were factory workers
Are you listening, Moscow? {

The Three R's, Arkansas Version

“Reeling and Writhing, of course,
to begin with,” the Mock Turtle re-
plied, “and the different branches of
Arithmetic — Ambition, Distraction,
Uglification and Derision.”

—Avuice In WONDERLAND

O Gov. Orval Faubus of Arkansas, the

three R's must mean roughly what

they did to Mock Turtle in Lewis Car-
roll's famous fantasy.

Reeling, writhing, ambition, distrac-

tion, uglification and derision all figure

somewhere in the Little Rock school eri-

818,
But what the governor is providing is

From The St. Louis Post-Dispatch

not comic relief. It is a grim problem
for Justice Department lawyers: Just
how far can the governor of a sovereign
state go in flouting Uncle Sam?

While it is the governor's clear duty
to prevent trouble it is also his clear
duty to obey the law of the land.

Little Rock's desegregation was not vol-
untary. It was ordered by a federal court,
Sooner or later, the court's order will
have to be obeyed.

Gov. Faubus, however honorable his
intentions, has painted himself into a
corner. It will be interesting to see how
he gets out.

POKER AND THE LAW

T ruling by a judge in Buenos
Aires that poker is a game or skill
and not one of chance may be said to be
open to argument. The poker player who
is on the right side of the ledger is
almost sure to agree with the Argentine
magistrate while the player who is well
in the red will affirm that successful
poker is simply a matter of luck. And
incidentally we are speaking of straight
five-card draw or stud poker and not any
of the aberrations that should never be
mentioned in the same breath.

Most poker players who are not in the
special - guest - of - the - evening category
know the odds connected with the pos-
sible improvement of a hand. They appre-
ciate that drawing to one pair, the odds
against getting four-of-a-kind are 359 to
1; against a full house, 97 to 1, against
triplets, 8 to 1; against two pairs, 5 to 1;
against any improvement, 2 1/2 to 1.
Holding up a kicker such as an ace is 4
to 1 againz any improvement, And the
odds in awing 1o inside straights,
flushes and'so on are also known to most
players or should be

Where much of the uncertainty creeps
into poker, the player who is in the red
will stoutly assert, is in figuring out
whether the man who draws only two
cards has triplets and doesn't want you
to know it, or has a pair and a kicker and
wants to make you think he does have
three of a kind—or is one of ti rash
individuals who is drawing a three.card
flush and—horror of horrors—makes it

]

But the chap whose percentage for the
year is good will maintain that skill can
solve even the mystery of the two-card
draw. But this time the skill is not in an
ability to calculate the odds but in a
skillful eye. A tremor of the hands, a
flushed countenance or a pale one, a little
too much bravado or not enough genuine
courage—and the skilled eye sends the
right message for good or ill to the
skilled poker mind. The only real ques-
tion is whether skill will predominate
over chance or not in just such a situa-
tion. Sometimes it does not and the fel-
low who had all the appearances of run-
ning a bluff turns out lo have Lhe befler
hand after all. In that case the odds have
played somebody false and that some-
body is also going to disagree—at least
temporarily—with the learned Argentine
judge.

The honeymoon is over when a bride

squawks about the noise her husband
makes while fixing his own breakfast
~—GREENVILLE (S.C.) PIEDMONT.
man says after-dinner speakers
should be limited to a small pitcher of
warm water, and no refills—Bartow
County (GA.) HERALD.
Noting that Memphis had more suicides
t year than murders, a friend
« im out—he’s too curious to see
what's going to be in tomorrow's paper
MeMPHIS PRESS-SCIMITAR.

elected repr
ple, we hav
efficient heads
partments to
growing city

ives of the peo.
hired trained and
of our various de-
help us run our

Thelr recommendations are pre-
sented to the Council lor approv-
al or disapproval. If we are to
be ‘“rubber stamps” to all our
departments’ requests, there
would be no need of a City Coun
cil and we would only be “yes
men.”

We, a
nize t
so-called
decisions "'k

Council members, recog:
ypinions and help of our
perts,”” hut making
the book™ and
the need of ‘‘changing time:

sec us in a few instances to
gree — yes — even with each
other

Our criticism from the press,
which as I have said many times
represents the “voice of the peo-
ple,” has been that we have not
supported the recommendations of
our efficient Planning Board, as
well a5 some of the other depart

ments

For the d again, [ mention
a recent rt from the Planning
Board records stating that out bf

97 requested changes during the
past 1% vears we have supported
the Planning Board with 86 ap-
provals or a percentage of 83.7
per cent, Yesterday we supported
them with 9 out of 10 or a per-
centage of 9 per cent.

The governmeni at Washing-
ton, Raleigh, and Charlatte is op-
erated under majority control —
51 per cent. I think our record of
88 per cent is pretty good, Mr.

Editor. What say you?
—H. H. BAXTER
City  Councliman
Editors' Note: See editorial,

“City Council's Big Chicken Flies
Home," News, Sept. 6.

South Should Beware
Of The Hate-Mongers

Clemson, §. C.
Editors, The News:

T SEEMS to me that it is

time that someone stands up
‘and speaks for the true epirit of
southern American citizens,

To set the record straight be-
fore I state my opinions, I am a
white person, a native of North
Carolina and am being educated
in the segregated schools of the
South. At present I am enrolled
in a college in South Carolina.

These statements should make
it obvious to anyone that I have

““ "’Muv

CITY COUNCILMAN HERBERT H, BAXTER
By ‘Yes Men' Ci

been raised in the same environ-
ment as any resident of any south-
ern state. Before anyone scoffs
and says, "'Bah! Nothing but some
stupid college student spouting off
at the mouth,” it might be a good
idea to remember that it was a
group of college students who
started the revolt against Commu.
nist oppression in Hungary last
year.

College men and women are,
and have been, responsible for a
good many changes which have
made our world a better place in
which to live

Now, to get down to the pur-
pose of my letter. It is common
knowledge that the school boards
of several North Carolina cities
haye admitted Negro students to
previously all - white public
schools. I myself am not an avid
fan of integration but it seems to
me that some persons like to
make mountains out of mole hills,
We have been witnesses to seves
al such “construction engineers™
in North Carolina in the past sev-
eral days. 1 have never seen any
of these individuals in person nor
have I heard one of their long
orations. This world has, 1 think,
had its share of soap box “re-
formers” in the form of Adolph
Hitler, Joseph Stalin, communism
and Nazism. These famed “re-
formers™ attained their power by
getling little mobs together and

working them up into a hysterical
state of mind. Once these peo-
ple were in the right state of
mind, these would-be benefactors
started their well-calculated plans
of molding their followers into lit-
tle puppet men.

The citizens of the South should
beware of these soap box orators
who prey and feed on hatred and
strife.

North Carolina was among the
first of southern states to admit
Negro students to its state- sup-
ported college system. This inte-
gration has gone through without
a single hitch. Why? Because those
people who are fortunate enough,
and have the guts enough, to get
out and better themselves by ob-
taining a college education, real-
ize that no one should be able to
deny any citizens of the United
States of America the opportunity
of bettering himself.

There are some individuals who
have forgotten the basic principles
of our democracy for which our
men have fought and died from
Concord, Mass. to Pusan, Korea,
We have fought to keep others
from taking our freedom and yet
we sit idly by and let these “grand
and glorious” orators. who, inci
dentally, are, in my opinion, as
big a drag on the South as the
Carpet Baggers of the Reconstruc-
tion era, jeopardize our rights. It
might pay for each of us to get

‘This Is An Explosive Situation’

Drew Pearson's
Merry-Go-Round

out a copy of the Bill of Rights
and read it

Persons who are discontented
with the government of our coun
try have the power and the privi
lege to change It legally. Have we
forgotten so quickly the price our
men and women have pald for
this precious right? Stop and
think!

1 am not advocating Integration
of the races in our public schools.
1 do, however, advocate that the
rights of each and every Ameri
can citizen should not be snuffed
out by a few

1If we do not like the laws and
rules which our government
makes we should see to it thot
they are changed legally, and not
by mob violence. Such methods
work to no avail. This is clearly
demonstrated by the incident
which happened in Clinton, Tenn
last year .

How shall our country be run”
By a duly elected government or
by a mob of hoodlums who hide
under sheets and hoods? These
groups even try to tell us we can't
see particular movies because a
Negro appears in them. Are these
democratic actions or the actions
of a would-be dictatar? The choice
is up to us! The entire world is
watching our section of the coun
try. Which shall it be?

—D. §. RICHARDS 11

Don’t Let Hate Dim
Future Of Children

Charlotte
Editors, The News
BOUT one year ago, the Spe-
cial Session of the North Caro-
lina Legislature’ meeting in Ra-
leigh was hammering out the
Pearsall Plan, changing it a bit
here and there, but withal, impos-
ing confidence in those who had
spent many weary months de
vising it. Advisors {rom Eastern
North Carolina, Piedmont North
Carolina and Western North Car.
olina, after many months of study-
ing the U.S. Supreme Court deci-
sion that necessitated the session,
had recommended this bill

To be sure it had its detractors,
some of whom were eminent
scholars from leading North Caro-
lina law schools, and some from
white and Negro scholars educat-
ed by a benevolent North Caro-
lina, and some of whom were rab-
blerousers from the two dominant
races, leaving out oaly the Indi-
ans, the truest Americans of all
For five heat-drenched days and
nights the lower House met in
conference of the whole, with ev-
ery member speaking his piece
but there was an air of accom-
plishment for the over-all good for
our state when we adjourned sine

€.

It may be that this law will sur-
vive the test laid down by the
impractical judges of the U.S. Su-
preme Court, whose decisions in
all fields of jurisprudence have
become in some measure a hodge
podge of immature hocus pocus.
However, let us adhere as in the
past dating back to John Marshall
and Taney as strict observers of
thewconstitutional law of the land.

May all natural resentments be
calmed by the realization that
the pawns of the chesshoard are
children whose future should not
be dimmed by hate.

—MERCER J. BLANKENSHIP

Member, 1956 Special Session

Helpless Children
Are The Victims

Memphis, Tenn.
Editors, The News:
LET ME first please state that
1 was bors and raised in the
Deep South, and so was my father
and grandfather, my great grand-
father and his father. No wonder
then I was not brought up in an
atmosphere where integration of
any kind was desired or approved.
Yet the attitude taken by some
misguided people in Clinton, Tenn.
which I had the misfortune to ob-
serve personally, or the obnoxious
behavior of equally. misgui
le in Charlotte, which 1 also
witnessed, makes me believe that
it is about time these people stop
their nasty foolishness.

Integration as such is coming
regardless of the decidedly law-
less acts of the governor of Ar-
kansas, or the silly performance
of the senator from South Caro-
lina, the Honorable Thurmond. So
we might as well resign and make
the best of it.

But above all, let us not take
out our aimless anger on com-
pletely helpless children, who
from what I have seen are the only
victims, the only ones who suffer.
The colored children, because
nothing will ever eradicate from
their memory the throwing of

City Council Refuses To Be 'Rubber Stamp'

stones, the chanting. the mob.
bing, the shouts of derision, the
spittle in their faces. The white
children, because when they grow
up to be thinking, useful citizens
they will always regret the way
they treated thelr fellow beings

Reading the newspaper account
of Wednesday's happenings, my
opinion is that the only real south.
ern lady was the young Miss

ounts, who so gracefully toler.
the abuse heaped unto her
by the woman called Warlick. To
Miss Counts may I offer an or
Chid, to Mrs, Warlick a bunch of
scallions.

— NAPOLEON H. BOUDREAU

South Carolinian Has
Advice For Tar Hezls

Cheraw, §. C
Editors, The News

[/HY has the mixing of races in
our schools happened In the
Carolinas” Our state government
leaders and the legislatures of
some of our southern states
claimed that they had enacted
laws to prevent mixing In our
public schools. Yet it seems as if
the school boards in some large
cities of our sister states have
objected to the idea of ohserving
state laws. They have ordered the
mixing of white and colored chil-

dren in our public schools

The prople of the South should
oot tolerate any school hoard that
does not ufhold the state laws.

1 realize that we have many in
the South who are weak-knecd
enough to do nothing about it only
by saying they dom’t like it If
that is their only protest I say
that it won't amount to anything
Any school official who will rec.
ommend mixing in the schools
should resign in fairness to the
people of the South They
should get out

—J. A. GRAHAM

Negroes In East
Are Keeping Still

Pittshoro
Editors, The News
THIS program of admitting Ne-
groes to white schools s
cock-eyed confusion in the ex.
treme  Three-fourths of the Ne
groes in this state live east of Ra-
leigh and not one Negro child has
asked to be admitted to a w
school that | have seen reported
by the press of the state. It is
in the areas, Greensboro and
Salem, where they h
t siragement of white ra
renegades that the effort is made.
The Negroes of the eastern part
of the state know that the white
people are offering them w
they deserve and all they deserve,
equal educational, political ~and
job opportunities, and they are
content to be as they are. It's
the termite type of Negro that
causes the trouble — always try-
ing to go where he knows that he
is not wanted.

Well, Tke's star has set. The
victory in Wisconsin was caused
by his kiss of death. Nixon,
Knowland and Gov. Knight are
daily praying that he does not
endorse their candidacy His star
started down when he cursed
out England and France for try-
ing to protect their property in
the Suez canal before the UN. His
downfall has resulted from accept-
ing the advice of John Foster Dul-
les; who is the most inept man
living. ““Ike likes me; Humphrey,
you tell hip what you think" is
typical of the sense he has. But
Ike is responsible for the advice
he relies upon,

Then, too, lke adopted a dead
duck when he accepted the New
Deal plus. The actions and phil-
osophy of FDR are now rejected
completely. The pendulum has
swung to the other extreme.

_ Apd don't forget labor. Its reign
is now over, which has long been
over due. Henry Ford Jr. told
Walter Reuther when he suggest-
ed that the price of next year's
Fords be cut $100, with the inti.
matiom that there would less de-
manded next year. Ford said that
his grandfather put labor on its
feet, gave it respectability as a
laborer. He told the gentleman
that the Ford company had lost
money every day since the end of
World War II on the cars made in
Detroit, that he would close the
plant, let the unions live on their
little unemployment pay and
graze thereafter for a living so
far as the Ford company was
concerned. The other motor com-
panies have followed suit, and so
has industry all down the line,
which means that wages here
must be reduced to the interna-
tional level of prices, as labor has
iced America out of every mar-
ket in the world.
America is returning to its
senses and in a hurry.
. —JOHN W. HESTER

U. S. Missile Flunked Its Final Exam

Editors' Note: While Drew Pearson I
touring the Mediterranean, his column
is being written by his junior partner,
Jack Anderson.

WASHINGTON

THE report that America beat Russia

into the air with a successful inter-

eontinental ballistics missile, supposedly

fired 2400 miles over the Atlantic, is un-
fortunately mistaken.

‘Snark’ Obsolete

The Air Force has tested only one
which began wobbling in flight
and was destroyed by a ground safety
officer before it shot out of sight. Our
only other JCBM, the Titan, is still un-
der construction in Denver. It probably
won't be ready for testing until the first
of next year,

L

Strictly speaking, the Air Force de-
veloped the first intercontinental missile
a year ago. This was the subsonic Snark,
a winged missile, which can be shot down
by jet fighters and is already considered
obsolete. n
Top Secret Data

Each experimental Atlas is known in-
side the Air Force by its number. No. 2
is now mounted in its launching stand
at Cape Canaveral, Fla, waiting to be
{ired. The trigger date, of course, is
top secret.

Trail-Blazer

What might have been mistaken for a
successful Atias was the X-17, a three-
stage missile that the Air Force has been
using to blaze trails for the Atlas along

-

the edge of space. Four stories tall, the
X-17 has been fired to tremendous
heights to duplicate conditions the Atlas
will encounter.

Ominous News

Meanwhile, the Russians definitely are
known to be testing multiple-stage mis-
siles in the Arctic. These missiles are
specially designed to be launched in
frigid climates — ominous news — since
the polar route is the shortest distance
to American targets. Russia has at least
20 major bases, each with a string of 20
or more launching sites, scattered along
her northern fringes,

Chamber’s Boast
In private cor its big

Commerce boasts it killed President Ei-
senhower’s school construction program.
This might also interest parents whose
youngsters are now trudging back to
overcrowded schools.

The Chamber lobbied against school
construction, for highway construction.,
One reason: Big business can make mor:
profit on roads than schools,

Russia Takes Lead

Meanwhile, Russia is surpassing *Amer-
ica in education. This is particularly true
of technical training so vital in the
atomic age. Next year, Russia will grad-
uate almost twice as many engineers as
the United States.

Warns William Benton, publisher of
Lée Encyclopedia Britannica: “Russian

to
business backers, the U.S. Chamber of

hydrogen bomb."

is a bigger threat than the
\



