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Civil Defense Is A National Disgrace

F proclamations could save civilization
there would be no cause for alarm
today. Gov. Luther H, Hodges has just
put his signature to a document proclaim-
ing this to be Civil Defense Week all
aver the state. Like most proclamations,
it Is & masterpiece of soft clucking noises.
As it happened, nobody paid much atten-
tion anyway, The public has been much
too engrossed recently with reports of
Soviet Russia’s intercontinental ballistic
missile, the collapse of the disarmament
talks in London and the dangers of ra-
dioactive fall-out. And then there was
always the National League pennant race
for light diversion

Charlotte, meanwhile, is going to test
its air raid sirens Friday and evacuate
City Hall and the County Courthouse,
“The general public.” said the announce-
ment, “will not be involved."

The public has never been involved to
the extent that it is fully alert to the
peril of pussyfooting in a matter as se-
rious as civil defense

Civil defense in Charlotte is pitifully
lacking in everything but the brave re-
solve of a few

Nationally, civil defense is a disgrace.

While the meed for an adequate civil
defense organization builds and builds,
the organization becomes flimsier by the
minute. The public, apparently, couldn't
care less. It is certainly not being moved
by the namby-pamby generalities of
canned proclamations and the observance
of “weeks" for special meditation.

Yet the danger of mass destruction is
real. The city has moved from a position
in the rear to the front line. Targets
can he selected haphazardly today from
missile bases thousands of miles away.

It might not be Charlotie. But it might
be Greenshoro. Or Norfolk. The theory
of civil defense is that every city is its
brother-city’s keeper. Could Charlotte mo-
bilize in a matter of minutes to rush to
Greenshoro's rescue?

“Why worry? We'll all be blown up
anyway.” So goes the-classic alibi. Actual-
ly. it is a symptom of classic absurdity. It
presupposes too much — including the
type and size of the weapon and the
exact spot it will hit. What if the enemy’s
aim is off? What about the wounded?
What ahout the possibility of warning
time sufficient to save lives? What about
{allout?

There is a need for civil
‘What's more, it is urgent.

Why is it that civil defense is such a
bust?

It is due, principally, to the lack of en-
lightened alarm and leadership in Wash-
ington.

Civil defense, |Ik? the maintenance of
armed forces, is a federal responsibility.
It should be so organized and adminis-
tered on a sternly efficient federal basis
without the buck-passing and indecision
that has marked recent CD fumblings,
Public opinion can be aroused if the
public peril is faced fairly and squarely.
Americans respond to leadership—and
to ideas. The federal government has
given them neither in this vital field
It has confused them with conflicting ad-
vice and bored them with vapid procla-
mations. It has allowed cities such as
Charlotte to drift in a sea of apathy. In
so doing it has shirked its duty and left
public safety to chance. Must it go on
this way?

defense.

Prime Movers Of Charlotte’s Progress

THE announcement of a proposed mer-

ger of American Trust Co. and the
Commercial National Bank sent a twinge
of nnstalgxa to many an old Mecklenbur-
ger

Both zrent financial institutions have
figured mightily in Charlotte's 20th cen-
tury surge to metropolitan status. Both
have served as prime movers of progress.
Both have helped the community bridge
the fiscal gaps and get over the bumps
that separated a pioneer past from the
promise of the future,

Commercial National has the distine-
tion of being the oldest national bank in
North Carolina, having been chartered
in 1874. American Trust is recognized as
one of the largest banking units in the
Carolinas.

But more important than that is the

fact that there has been a strong per-
sonal relationship between these two
huge institutions and thousands of indi-
vidual citizens. These ties have been im-
portant, as all such ties are, and they
have been strong.

Separately, both banks have been do-
ing a fine job in the community and in
the state. We have every reason to be-
lieve that they will do a fine job to-
gether. It is indeed probable that their
effectiveness will actually be increased.
Benefits to the community may actually
be realized in multiples of past records
of service. All the while, the best tradi-
tions of both banks can be preserved.

Charlotte can be sure of one thing.
It will continue to enjoy powerful sup-
port in its continued rise to greatness.
That is assured.

A New World Of Unremitting Courtesy

A classic is something that every-
body wants to have redd and nobody
wants to read.

ARK TWAIN evidently found the
the writing of classics easier than
their definition. Almost every literate
person has read one or more of Twain's
American classics and many of those who
haven't nourish an intention to do so.
Perhaps those in the latter group had
better start now. For Twain is under at-
tack by the cult of the culturally unblem-
ished. THE ADVENTURES OF HUCKLEBERRY
Finw already has been removed from the
approved books list of The New York
public school system because it contains
“some passages derogatory to Negroes.”

That point could be argued, but it is
beside the point. The point is that a book
should be judged by its total impact —
by its “message” — rather thar? by iso-
lated phrases which might give offense
to a hypersensitive reader searching for
offense. It is not necessary to exclude
all discolored stones in the building of

From The Washington Post

FAMILY

ANY of us today are enchanted by
those old prints showing the happy
family around the fireside, the mother
daintily embroidering, the father reading
aloud. Genteel, non-wriggling youngsters
listen raptly or play quietly on the floor.
How times have changed, we lament in
a moment of sentimental longing for the
nineteenth century.

Yet hearthside life is constantly in flux
and has been revolutionized ever since
1840. A study of family recreation made

a beautiful cathedral—or in the building
of a book.

The RaALeiGH NEws & OBSERVER says
the action of the New York schools is
“so-called enlightenment jumping off the
deep end of idiocy.” The imagination
need not be stretched too far to say that
it represents the beginning of a strange
new world in which all majorities, minor~
ities, groups, sub-groups, races, creeds,
colors. clubs, ete. will be given guaran-
tees against any faintly unflattering re-
flections in the printed word

There will be no more mean Indians
in the movies. All of America's immi-
grant millions will speak perfect English.
“Dem" will disappear from Brooklyn
speech and no double negative will ever
escape the lips of a southerner. Shakes-
peare will be banned for having created
Shylock, Faulkner for creating the
Snopes and Shaw for having given lines
to the devil.

This world will be ruled by exquisite
courtesy and illimitable ignorance—or,
if not illimitable, at least two fathoms
deep.

FUN

skating—yes, and for betting on horse
and dog races.

Naturally, we wonder what kind of
fun the family will be having 15 years
hence. Some seers predict that with more
leisure the current do-it-yourself trend
will grow and family members will be
following a wide variety of hobbies with
the enthusiasm of the Sycamores in You
CaN'r Take It Witk You. If so, the fam-
ily may well be scattered again, its mem-
bers busy dart throwing, ballet dancing,
eculptlnx xylophone playing, going to

by economists of the Department of Ag-
riculture shows the family ass at
2 new hearthside, the television screen.
Or it may be listening to hifi records.
Its teen-agers may be studying to the ac-
companiment of radio music or talking
on the telephone. No one is apt to be
sewing or reading a book

The main change in recreation since
1940 has been a decline in the movie-
going that held sway for 19 years. In 1940
movies took 20 per cent of the family
recreation budget: in 1955, 10 per cent
Chief recreational expenditures now are
for radio, television, records. musical in-
struments. But not all famjly members
are homebodi there
spending for bowling,

ing fire.
vmrlu, and perhapl swinging around the
country in individual helicopters.

Some of those old codgers who keep
complaining things aren't what they use
to be always forget to include themselves.
—Greexviiee (8. C.) PinmonT.

The best things in life are free—or
available on easy terms —SPARKS (Ga.)
EAGLE.

Music is like medicine, says a doctor.
Many agree that some of it is pretty
hard to take.—MarToON (ILL.) JoURNAL-
Gazerre,

People’s
Platform

Newtonsmith
County Dublin,

Editors, The News
THE enclosed picture (showing
a grimacing white youth seat-
ed behind Charlotte’s Dorothy
Counts at Harding High School)

Sandycove
Ireland

appeared in our local daily news-
paper today, Are you proud of
17 1 think it is, without a doubl,

the most
have ever
4

disgraceful picture
seen. How proud the

Give A Cheer
For America’s
Consular Staff

By ROBERT C. RUARK

LONDON
VERYBODY'S been talking
about wasting money, and
buying ambassadorships, and
cutting down here, and cheese-
paring there until 1 am sick of
the little stuff and wish to pro-
pose a raise for a few people.
These are the people of the
United States Consular Service.
If anybody's dumb enough to
want to be an ambassador, and
pay for the privilege, that is
fine. Because the ambassadorial
racket calls for little but pomp,
circumstance, protocol and cock-
tail parties. They have to be able
to afford it, because the salaries
they draw wouldn't cover the
canapes. And if they can afford
to live up to it, they can also
afford to buy it
There are some rare occasions
when a really exceptional am-

bassador can do us ower of
good. 1 cite you Jefl” Caffery,
when in Egypt, and Jimmy

Dunn, when in Italy and Spain,
and T should imagine that Jock
Whitney will be no liability in

London. John Lodge is regarded
1%l

Bruce ran things in his len-nn
WINDOW-TRIMMING

But basically, I don't think an
ambassador is terribly important
except as window-trimming, be.
cause Washington is going to
tell him what to do and he's got
enough aides around to bird-dog
the cover and propr him up at
parties.

My boys are the consular serv-
fce lads, 100 per cent career
. who work up through a
caste-and-salary system,
who spend their own paltry
money on the social demands of
their office, and who are sad-
dled with more miserable detail
than the world has the right to
expect of any one person. And
for less dough than a New York
taxi driver will average.

And on this they pay full
taxes, even when living abroad,
whereas a movie star or an oil
worker can go out of the coun-
try for 18 months and be for-
given the first $20,000.

DREARY DETAIL

The reputation of the United
States abroad is in the
hands of the embassy—not with
the majority of the people, I
mean. It is in the hands of the
consular employes who deal
daily with little folk on dreary
detail such as visas, quotas, com-
plaints, tragedies, accidents, lost
dogs and cats up trees.

And for the American abroad,
the consul, or the vice-consul,
or even the consul-general,
works harder than a clerk on
such things as general advice,
sickness, death, lost passports,
Iost umbrellas, fights with the
Tocals, documents of everv sort,
and any crises that afflict the
traveler. The heroic job they do
is beyond belief unless you've
traveled a lot.

‘What makes the job especially
heroic is that they get all the
screwballs, the lost. the lame,

unk, and the dead.

They work for coolie wages
for the job they do, and with
America striding the world these
days, 1 would say that a raise of
double the salary and triple the
expenses would be but mild rec-
ompense.

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

parents of that boy must be. What
a wonderful future he has. Who
krows? Perhaps he will one day
be president of your country, the
great “would-be” demoeracy of
our time. 1 thank my lucky stars
he Is not my son or a future presi-
dent of my country,

You Americans preach to us
about mn al rights for every man
Try cleaning up your own house
befare telling us what to do

Don't you know there is a God
at all? Don't you know that we are
all children of the one God —
whether our skins are black, yel.
low or white? Just because your
skin and my skin is white doesn't
make either of us better in the
sight of God than the fellow with
the black skin.

You pay homage to Nehru,
King Hugsein and dozens of oth.
ers just because they are “‘some-
body.”" You sit beside them and
eat off the same plate but you
won't allow a decent, law-abiding,
innocent child to go to school to fit
herself for the hardships of this
lile. Shame on you and your com-
munity. Did you ever say to your-
self, “There but for the grace of
God go I"?

~BETTY RAY

Segregation Sermon
Hailed By Parishioner

Charlotte
Editors, The News
LDOM, indeed rarely, is such
true courage and fearlessness
displayed as was evident {rom the
pulpit of St. Peter's Episcopal
Church this Sunday past
The right of free men to speak
their deepest convictions, whether
it be on the streets, in the arenas,
on courthouse steps, or even in
the pulpit. was brilliantly and
magnificently upheld when the
Rev. Henry E. Egger, rector of
this historic old church, delivered
what many are already labeling
as the finest and most timely ser-
mon of this day.

Mr. Eggers’ one lone critic fo
date, Attorney John Small, would
do well to remember that the en-
dowed right of free men to speak
is by no means limited to the
couriroom

While others of the cloth re-
main completely silent, and still
others align themselves with the
left-wing extremists, Henry Eg-
ger stands head and shoulders
above them all with his well
tempered, deep thinking remarks
concerning the most ill-bred prob-
lem of our times.

These immortal lines of Rud-
yard Kipling come into mind

1f you can talk with crowds and
keep your virtue,

Or walk with Kings-nor lose the
common touch,

If neither foes nor loving friends
can hurt you,

all men count with you, but

none too much;

‘I Was Just

1t you can fill the unforgiving
minute

With sixty seconds of distance
Tun,

Yours |s the
thing that's in it
And—gwhich s more—you'll be
n Man, My son!

. Delete all 1f's, . .and you find
the true character and spirit of
the Rev. Henry Egger entwined in
these words,

earth and every-

As for myself, my wife and our
four children, we are proud and
indeed thankful to be numbered
among the faithful and dedicated
flock of this humble, sincere man
of God
Suffice it to say, that we of St
Peter’s Episcopal Church, almost
without exception, will stand
united with this sincere man in
his every courageous move.
~PHILLIP N, ALEXANDER

What Is So Heroic
About Mob Action?

Charlotte

itors, The News

REFERENCE 1o a recent let-
ter in the paper, 1 don't think
body wants sympathy as far
as Dorothy Counts is concerned
1 don't see the heroic effort it
takes for a mob to assault an un.
armed girl. 1 would like to men-
tion the downfall of Hitler and
Mussolini who made a career of
pushing people around

—H. P. MICHAEL

Races Should Agree

To Remain Separate
aurel Hill
Editors, The News
I AM sure Dorothy Counts ap-
preciates the sympathy of
one contributor to People’s Plat-
form because he seems to be the
enly one in Charlotte who has any
sympathy for her
However, 1 think the contribu-
tor shoiild have told her that the
humane and Christian thing to do
was not to lose respect for her
own race, and that she should
turn back, apologize to her par-
ents and friends and ask their
forgiveness and start all over
again,

More power to you, Marding
High, and may the Lord, our
God, richly bless you, and I be-
lieve He will, for doing more to
edify His word, carrying out His
will and upholding Him and His
ways. . .

1 once was a Methodist and now
1 am a Baptist, 1 dearly love
hoth, and both use the same Bi-
ble, and if you will please study
your Bible you will without a
doubt find that our Lord and
Savior never advocated that we
should have intermarriages, etc.

Surely no one is 5o dumb that
he can't see that integration will
very definitely lead to just that

Dorothy, you made a mistake
and 1 believe that you, too, real.
ize it now. In fact, } refuse to be-

leve that you ever were willing
to turn your back on your own
people, and by doing o indicate
that your people are not good
.- for you. | personally be
lieve that you were persuaded fo
do so against your will, This is
yours and your people’s fight as
much as it s ours. Let us join
%0 to speak, and fight
respectable and God
sh. Help: us to pre-
es from becoming ex-

this to

pleasing

vant both

tinet
—HENRY BOWDEN

Negroes Are Treated
Better Down South

Laurinburg
Editors, The News:

HOPE you won't mind If T set

a letter writer straight on this
matter of hatred between the
races.

There is no such thing as hatred
for the colored people in the
South, not even as much as there
is in the North

if there is any hate existing In
the South it is between peace.
loving people and people that are
spreading such false rumors.

The Negroes are receiving more
help and respect in the South now,
and always have, lhnn they get in
the North,

—H. B, MORGAN

Faubus Upholding
Both Constitutions

Florence, S, C.

Editors, The News:
THE people of the nation were

subjected with the following
news item in today's papers all
over the country: “Truman Gives
Views.™

This President of the U S
who in reality was no more than
a Charlie McCarthy for the left
wing organizations of this coun.
try, should be the most despised
man in the history of this great
nation. Harry Truman, under
pressure from groups such as
the NAACP, ADA, Urban League
and their fellow travelers, is-
sued the executive order to be-
gin desegregation of the races
in the armed forces, causing the
greatest turnover of military
personnel in the history of this
country. You read econstaptly
about the armed forces’ big brass
issuing statements that they do
not know what is the cause for
the failure of the high type white
men to re-enlist; they know but
they are playing along with the
do-gooders and destroyers of this
nation to reach retirement, then
they will come out with a great
statement that integration is the
cause of lack of enlistments, and
also make the statement that in-
tegration is not good for the
service. . . .

Mr, Truman makes the state-
ment that Faubus as governor
of Arkansas took an oath to up-
hold the Constitution of the U.S,
and his state, Gov. Faubus is

Passing This School, Minding
My Own Business, When—'

‘A Dubliner Gets Her Irish Up About Charlotte

uphatding the constitution of his
state as well s the Constitution

of the United States. Goy. Fau-
bus v abiding by the 10th
Amendment in upholding the

Constitution of the U, Si be
ise the federal government hos
right under the Constitution 1o
erride any state in governing

themselves.
—G. L IVEY

GOVERNOR KNIGHT
Envenomed

Year's Biggest
PoliticalTussle
Is Under Way

By DORIS FLEESON

SAN FRANCISCO
of altempted light
¢ by Vice President
le for control
publican Pat-

EAR

and leadi
Nixon in the str
of the California F
ty have appeared.

In a vmrd lhz Nixon counsel
is “caution." Nixon confidant,
Rep. Patrick J Hillings of Ar-
cadia, brought it here as the
governorship contest between in-
cumbent Goodwin J. Knight and
Sen. William F. Knowland got
off 1o an unexpectedly fast and
inflamed start

Hillings warned Republican
leaders against taking sides now,
They should “hold off as long
as possible” he said, and he
glumly added that a bitter pri-

mary fight “could defeat the
party.”
The “right to work” issue,

which Knowland with character-
istic candor has made his own
with a promise to sign a “far
and equitable” bill, also pe
turbs the Nixon camp. Hill
said tartly the GOP had ta
no official stand and that

=

land was putting it in “a del.
cate position.
NIXON COPIES FDR

This bears out the stories

long heard in Washington that
Nixon propagandists are quietly
promising that their man is the
modern Republican, not the
right-wing type. The effort is
particularly direeted at liberal
and inteliectual quarters where
distrust of Nixon is endemic.

The shade of Franklin Roose-
velt is even invoked as part of
this effort. Nixon is described as
only patterning his campaign on
the political realities as Roose-
velt did in 1932, It is undeniable
that in that era the Roosevelt
shillyshallying on many issues,
including Prohibition, caused the
same quarters to scorn and un-
derestimate him.

That Nixon does not yet see
his way in his_home state is
understandable. Two formidable
rivals of the Nixon presidential
hopes lead the present race for
state control.

KNIGHT DIGS IN

Knowland is striving to be
governor, then President, with
all the power of a siow but
tenacious and incorruptible will,
Gov. Knight, an accomplished
politician who is close to the
California grass roots, detests
Nixon emotionally, which is to
say incurably.

There is no profit for Nixon
in the success of either. Yet
to Tose California to the Demo-
crats in 1058 would imperil the
GOP in the presidential election
of 1960 as well as affording
Democrats a unique opportunity,
via - re-apportionment, to . en-
trench themselves in the state
power.

Nixon is a clearsighted poli-
tician and, like his prmmal
mentor, Thomas E. Dewey, a
ruthless one, Being ruthless
against members of your own
party is, however, dangerous.

Reports persist that efforts to
work out the Knight-Knowland
conflict are under way.

It would not be in character
for Knowland to retreat, and
character is his strongest point.
Knight is envenomed against
Nixon. But a politician’s “never”
is often a short time.

Negro Votes Bought To Elect Faubus

Editors' Note: While Drew Pearson

Is touring the Mediterranean, his col-

umn is written by his junior partner,

Jack Anderson.

WASHINGTON

1OV, Orval Faubus, who blew up the

segregation storm in Arkansas, was

helped into office by Negroes who sold
their vote.

An overwhelming majority of the 65,000
Negroes who voted in the 1954 Arkansas
primary, cast their ballots for Faubus.
This gave him more than the 5,000-vote
margin by which he defeated exGov.
Franeis Cherry.

Evidence has now come to light that
the Faubus forces paid cash on the bar-

relhe-d for Negro votes. This has stirred

L. C. Bates, who heads the Na-
noml Association for the Advancement
of Colored People in Arkansas, to preach
repentance to her people.

Reports Confirmed

“It is unfortunate that Negroes put
Fluhus in office,” she told this column
“We hope the Negro won't be so quick to
sell his vote in the future. We believe
the Negro has been convinced his con-
stitutional rights are more valuable than
a few tainted dollars. It is time for Ne-
gro volers to stop being misled by pro-
fessional exploiters. The day of vote sell-
ing has passed.”

She knew several Negroes who were
paid to vote for Faubus and Negro lead-
ers who took money to campaign for
him, Mrs. Bates said. This was confirmed
by L S. McClinton, president of the Ar-
kansas Democratic Voters Association,
and other responsible Negro leaders.
This column also talked to Negroes whu
acknowledged they had accepted ‘“ex-
pense money” from the Faubus forces.

The Rey, W. H. Hall, who directed
Faubus’ campaign among the colored
people, demed receiving more than a
“nominal sum."

“No more than $500 passed through
my hands, counting what 1 got,” he told

this column. Most of the money went to
car-owners to haul voters to the polls,
he said.

Hoffa’s Poll

Jimmy Hoffa, embattled crown prince
of the Teamesters Union, made 60 long-
distance phone calls last week to Team:
ster leaders around the country,

In the words of the marriage covenant,
he asked whethigr they would take him
for better or worde:

Every last one took a loyalty oath to
support Hoffa down to the last ballot at
the forthcoming Teamsters convention

?



