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Isn’t This Where We Came In?

()H and running at last, North Caro:
lina's newly reformed State High
way Commission busily divided Tarheelia

into seven different districts for “public
relations” purposes this week and as
signed a commissioner to each

Ostensibly. the action is designed to
keep the highway department’s ear close
to the people. This was one of the com
promises demanded—and received—by
the General Assembly last March when
Gov. Luther H. Hodges asked for a small
compact commission, dedicated to state
wide planning rather than sectional in
terests.

The danger Is that sectional interests
will again dominate highw: planning
and maintenance in North Carolina

One of the most important objectives
of highway commission reorganization
was the abandonment of a system which
permitted 14 commissioners to become
caretakers of their own neighbor
hood interests rather than the interesis
of the state as a whole. When Sen. Claude
Currie's reorganization study commission
reported last Dec. 18, it made this point

crystal clear. This could best be accom:
plished, said the study group, by the re
duction of the higzhway commission’s
membership from 14 to 7 “and by speci
fically providing that their appointments
shall not be such as to represent any par

ticular section
It can be argued that reorganization
lation, in its final form, preserved
intact the ideal of statewide planning

But so did Section 136-1, General Statutes
of North Carolina, which created the old
14-member highway commission. The sec
tion read in part

it is the intent and
this section that all of said commission
and the chairman shall represent the
state at large and not be representative
of any particular division

purpose of

This impressive lip service did not pre-
vent commissioners from surrendering
statewide interests to local concerns. As

a result, the highway system suffered
The new svstem, with its districts for
public relations” purposes, is a risky

invitation to the same old malady. Its

operation is deserving of the most care-
ful public scrutiny.

Sound And Fury Signifying Nothing

the administration’s
badly mired immigration legisla-
tion saved their lowest blows for this
week's Senate hearings in Washington,
Spokesmen for certain patriotic organ-
izations even dared suggest that some-
thing automatically rank is associated
with foreign-sounding names in this coun-
try

William Rea Furlong, a retired admiral
who spoke for the Sons of the Ameri-
can Revolution, warned that increasing
quotas for Southern and Eastern Europ-
ean immigrants would change the form
of American government. “This is no
theory, as anyone knows who has read
in the newspapers the names of the
notorious gangsters, gamblers and the
racketeers,” he said. “Their national ori-
gin is proclaimed bv their names. ( They)
are largely from Southern and Eastern
Europe.”

Adm. Furlong is half right, This is no
theory. This is sheer nonsense.

Certainly there are gangsters. gam-
blers and racketeers with names of
Southern and Eastern European origin
just as there are some whose ancestors
came over on the Mayflower. But while
we are playing name games. perhavos the
admiral would like to recall a few South-
ern and Eastern European names which
have vastly different associations:

Enrico Fermi, the Italian-born scientist
who made the first atomic reactor and
touched off the first chain reaction at
the University of Chicago in 1942

George Santayana, the great Spanish-
born American philosopher and author,

Firefighters Can Do

RUSTRATIONS are a dime a dozen

and pretty soon pills for the tem-

porary relief therefrom may be just as
cheap

UPPONE‘STS of

But the frustration of a volunteer fire-
man who is not allowed to fight a fire
he can smell and see is a frustration of
a fiercer sort. Two days after they were
blocked from a burning house in Hun-
tersville by a mob of spectators. fire-
men of the Huntersville and Long Creek
units were still fuming. It's understand-
able. Aside from the needless loss of
property, there is a certain cruelty in the

From The Greensboro Daily News

FRENCH

ON'T look now, but another literary

trend has started in Paris. It was
the City of Light, yvou remember. which
launched the first of the sophisticated
teenage novelists

Francoise Sagan's Boxjovr TrISTESSE
was a pioneer in the field of little girls
wise beyond their years who wrote know-
angly of infidelity and affairs damour
As usually happens. the fad caught on
over here.

In no time there was Crocorates For
Breaxrast, peopled by a lost generation
of gilded youth barely pubescent but
wallowing in degredation tk ould have
been the envy of old-time roues. There
are maybe others, so a spoof on this
whole school of belles lettres was inev-
table. It has appeared in Love Me
Litree by Amanda Vail who reportedly
isn't a young lady at all but an anony
mous male

So what. then. is the newest thing in
Paris? Berthe G ault, a semiliterate
peasant girl of 17 living on a primitive
farm in central France

Primitive in France

as GIs will re.
member, means just that. On the Gri-
mault farm there’s no electricity, no

plumbing and the family washes in the
same muddy pool that catile and goats
use.

Yet in this he ‘“‘w
books as she ds. Actua
she dictate " her
name. As st ne Lo mind, the

\

Italy's Arturo Toscanini and Greece's
Dimitri Mitropoulos, two of the world’s
greatest conductors whose contributions
to American musical life are limitless.

Hunezary's Bela Bartok. Italy’s Gian-
Carlo Menotti and Russia’s Serge Rach-

maninoff, great composers who have
lived and worked in America

Italy's Enrico Caruso and o Pinza,
who brought to America two of the
world’s finest voices

Russian-Born Gen. David Sarnoff, boss
of the National Broadcasting Company
and one of the nations’ most distin-
guished industrialists

Fiorello H. LaGuardia. famed reform

mayor of New York City from 1934 to
1945

Nobel Prize winners for medicine,
such as Selman A. Waksman (1952),
born in the Ukraine, and Dr 1 F.

and Gerty Cori (1948)
slovakia

The list could go on and on. It is an
unhappy ct, however, that many of
these individuals who came from other
lands to share their genius with America
wou'd not have been welcome under to-
dav’s restrictive statutes

The lesson is that America has been
strengthened—not  weakened—by free-
dom-loving people from other lands who
have established themselves here. It
brings to mind Theodore Roosevell's
forceful demand for undivided loyalty on
the part of naturalized citizens and his
equally forceful insistence that discrim-
ination against any citizen because of the
place of his birth is “utterly un-Ameri-
can and profoundly unpatriotic

born in Czecho-

Funny Things, Too

quelling of a man’s commendable desire
to put out a fire.
It isn’t that the firemen arent forgiv-

“People do funny thines when
‘re curious.” one said. “They do
things they wouldn't think of doing any

other time.” True enough. But frustrated
people also do funny things they would-
n't ordinarily do.

We think almost everybody would for-
give the firemen if they should turn their
hoses on the next group of spectators
who block their way to a fire

Cold water can do wonders for curios-
ity

PRIMITIVE

are set down by the village mail carrier.
Her first chef d'oeuvre was composed

at the age of 14. an epic of rustic lust

lunacy and murder. Publisher Julliard,

who gave the world Mlle. Sagan. d

covered Berthe. Her first work sold re-

print after reprint: now he’s preparing

her newest “novel.”

Where will it lead” For one thing, very
shortly to an American translation by
a well-established publishing house. Will
Berthe inspire imitators? You can be
sure

After all. it was in the United States
that the “as-told-to" technique reached
its apogee of development. If a foot post-
man can't be found to transcribe some
backward farm girl's fantasies, there are
plenty of unemployed ghost writers on
hand

Both the photographer and the mother
had failed to make the restless little
four-year-old sit still long enough to have
her picture taken. Finally the photog-
rapher suggested that ‘the little darling”
might be quiet if her mother would leave
the room for a few minutes. During her

absence the picture was successfully
taken. On the way home the mother
asked: “What did the nice man say to

make Mother’s little darling sit so still?"”

He thed, ‘You thit thtill, you little new-
thuns, or I'll knock your block off:' tho
I that thtill.” she explained. — DaLLAS

Times HeraLp

By STEWART ALSOP

Pity The Poor President: He's Always In The Middle

WASHINGTON
alt of his I
habit of staging pul

ell on a
the bud

series of Issu
ament, the
ights hill
reasingly o
{ being unable to
make up his own mind. And yel
if you consider the kind of merci
less pulli d haulings

President is daily subjected to,
an infini wriety of comple
sues, you can understand and

hac

the Con

mittee of

testimon e
Charles F

language means what it s

which Mr. Wilson ha de

Wilson told the «
administration

tional securit

HOW IT HAPPENED

The b
knew, had "
public pport of the 're

Thus the fes release by the
House committee placed Wilson in

Party Balance
In The Senate
Could Change

By DORIS FLEESON

WASHINGTON

EALTH dominates current
news in Washington, and not
M:s. Eisenhower's
Sen. Matthew M.
is fading fast and he
Democrats from states
(

z

publican governors West

Virginia election laws, Goy 1
LH. Underwood
has the powe
in the event of
a vacancy, to ap
point a or
who would serve
until  the next
state election
which takes
vlace in Novem
ber. 19

NEELY Tha

ity wou

a Senate of 48 Democrat
Republicans.  The
the Wisconsin vacancy leit by the
death of Sen. Joseph R. McCarthy

9th place is

A special election Aug. 27 next
will fill it

On form, the Republican nomi-
nee, former Gov. Walter Kohler,

ought to take his normally Repub-
lican state. His opponent, Demo-
crat William Proxmire, has lost
three statewide races, two of them
to Kohler.

GOP RANKS SPLIT

But Wisconsin Republicans are
badly split. The pr y saw up
ward of 200,000 votes cast against
Kohler, an Eisenhower Republi-
can, and the state leaders remain
Taft-McCarthy minded. The in-
fluential Milwaukee Journal, which
helped to bring in a last-minute
surge of populous Milwaukee Coun-
ty votes lo save Kohler against
isolationist Glenn R, Davis, has
been increasingly critical of Ei-
senhower.

The state has apparently not
allowed the crucial nature of the
Senate race to stir it from its po-
litical apathy and its vacations.
One Republican strategist mourns
that “‘Everybody knows more Re-

publicans here vacation than

Democrats

NIXON'S CHANCE

Proxmire is a vigorous cam-
conceivably  could

anized Democratic

The odds
Thus it appears possible that

still Kohler
ug.
28 next. the Senate might awa
to find itself split 46-48. That day
i it is in session Presi-
dent Nixon might break a tie vote
to let his party organize the Sen
ate, take over the committee
chairmanships and dominate the
legislative proceedings

are on

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

Editors” Note.
continues the inside story
Lyndon Johnson of Tex

to put across the jury trial amendment

to the civil rights bill.

WASHINGTON

Drew Pearson today
of how Sen

Hagert
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‘I'd Rather See You Dead Than Compromised’

People’s

Platform
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Dixie Had All
The Generals
In This Battle

By MARQUIS CHILDS

WASHINGTON
TTHE deep feeling of disiflusion
over the sham battle that fi-
nally killed any effective ¢
rights legislation for this n
is bound to be translated sooner
or later results they
count—in polling

into where

the booth

There have already
predictions of the
midnight  show-
down attaching
the jury - trial

been many
elfect of

that

that the fact that

only nine Demo-  RUSSEI
crats voted against the amen
ment while 39 voted for it will tell
heavily against them with the
votes of Negroes in 190, if mot
in 19

The southern ger was
superb.  On the rampart n

Richard Russell of Georgia uttered
one shrewd rallying cry after an-
other He said some quite ex-
traordinary things that in the heat
of the controversy no one seemed
ready to deny

POINTED WARNING

In the closing days of the de-
bate he warned that if the jury
trial amendment were to be re-
jected the civil rights bill would
apply first in Cook County, Illis
nois, rather than in the South,
The southerners had made much
of racial disturbances in Chicago

“If some public official in Cook
County goes to persons whom he
has helped to get jobs and tells
them they had better vote ‘this
way’ or else they may lose their
Jjobs,” Russell told the Senate, “he
will subject himself to this harsh
injunctive process because he will

3 H the House by a close vote of 209 I was his friend, but that was be threatening or coercing an-
Reader Disappointed (10705 ', 2 SCk ety in the not ihe point; the Negro's intent other person i relation o yoting
& oo % ras 2 der the terms of the bill and
ud e He|ms Senate; so integration is dead as and purpose was to amalgamate Und J 0
y 9 pittsboro * 40-d0. Chief Justice Earl War. the Negro with the whites of the Will be subject to an injunction.
sbor 2 3
ren, in collusion with the conspir- South, that this was the Christian g, > .
Editors, The News ing Protestant churches, of which way and the only approach to the ' EAK OPPOSITION
WILL NOT say that 1 am the only church I was ever affil- racial problem. I replied that 1 It happens, of course, that what
amazed at the argument made iated h. the Methodist, was had suspected the NAACP was a Russell described is already a vio.
by Judge Fred B. Helms be- the meanest of them all, stated fraud from the beginning and that lation of law. No one rose o
fore one of your civic bodies the [rankly —(hat integration was I was glad to have my suspicion challenge this remarkable slates
other evening, but I am grievious- planned 50 years ago when the confirmed, that 1 was through, ment
ly disappointed, as he northern and southern branches and that 1 hoped the NAACP

and 1
teamed up in the fight of all the
furies of Hell against Bishop Can-
non Contnam  Brothers
who put on shows in the public
school buildings depicting the con-
vent life, the Catholic Church,
which the school authorities should
have prohibited
Now, integration

were merged

torneys that
political

was killed in

I wrote one of the NAACP at-
I had defended
Negro's right to equal educational,
and job opportunities for
the past 40 years. He replied that
every Negro in the state knew that

would not be able to integrate a

secondary, high school or
within the next
the

state that I will
around longer by

not be
the Ne;

— JOHN W. H

1,000 years;
being a man who always oper-
ates in the open, I am ready to

That illustrates the weakness on
the Republican side. Sen. Wils
liam Knowland, the minority lead-
and er was firm and determined in

his opposition to the jury-trial
amendment. But neither he nor
any other Republican showed the
articulateness, the persistence and
the resourcefulness of Russell and
other southerners

college

pushed
gro.

ESTER

Labor Turned The Tide On Civil Rights

ministration's civil rights bill

The three labor groups were: the
maneuvered 10 Aine Workers, the postal work
ers and the railroad brotherhoods. How

Lyndon won them, despite an emphatic.
repeated resolution by the AFL-CIO
executive council to the contr

UST a few days before the vote on real story of how he won his
the jury trial amendment, Sen é
ndon Johnson knew that he didnt Here's How
ave the votes to win. He stalled for
time. The fact that he finally won was Here is how he did it
considered nothing short of a political .« The postal workers have been desper
miracle. ately nn\:om |\lu IJ‘-A»T A< y 1;| ise 'l-'x‘lr:
T It must be okayed by Sen. Olin Jo
The fall Texan had first persuaded I ! syoud by B
e TN Mo scept the jury Ston of South Carolina and his Post Of
trial amendment with Negroes on fice Committee. So Johnston u)):rc(-u to
y ¢ the: il y make postal pay increases the first
juries by telling them it would merely (G0 (% isiness before his committee
o Bty cond oF el M and keep it there until passed—if the
O o™ ool Calways protect white Postal workers in turn would w
defendints’ publican senators over to the jur
A amendment. Lyndon Johnsan and
ston also agreed to push the post
GOP Votes Needed e ver Eisenhower's velo,
With the South behind him, there. €xpected. he vetoes it
fore, what Lyndon needed was to cut : :
e e hugs bloc of 38 Republican Keating Delivered
S0P Le <nowland 3
senators which GOP Leader Kiowlifsl Jerome Keating, able legislative rep
vt - R resentative of the letter carriers, kept
e his end of the bargain, buttonholed
At this point, Lyndon and the Church- many  senators. He is credited with
O'Mahoney - Kefauver group conceived cwinging Sen. Kuchel of California
the idea of extending frial by jury 0 from his colieague, Knowland, in
all criminal contempt cases, including o the jury trial amendment
labor. This, in turn, swung three potent S
labor groups behind trial © Their _ United Mine Workers: The Mine
shifi was what reall the ad rnal had on record

vigorously against the jury trial amend

ment. Its June issue had described it

as “phony as a threedollar bill "

D this, John L. Lewis suddenly
union and sent telegrams

to every senator urging the amendment

which his own magazine labeled phony

Hopkins Helped

This switch was accomplished through
Welly Hopkins, onetime member of the

ite

Te: Senate, a great friend of Lyndon
Johnson, now counsel to the United
The fact that John I

Mine Workers.
Lewis was once socked the biggest fine
in labor history by U. S. Judge Alan
Goldshorough for violating a court in
junction, did not handicap Lyndon and
Hopkins in swinging John L. around
to the rewritten jury trial amendment

Lewis, in turn, swung at least one
Republican vote away from Knowland
—that of Chapman Revercomb of West
Virginia

Personal Persuasion

Railway Brotherhoods: This w
most influential labor group of all. The
brotherhoods have a Railway Retirement
Act which they want passed and which
is stalled in the House. However, the
chief factor which swung them into line
was the personal persuasion of Lyndon

the

Lyndon got hold of Cy Anderson
warmhearted representative of the
way Labor Executive Associatic

1

his nose almost Cy's and_tol
him that to split in the nnm:-
cratic Party he had to swing the broths
erhoods behind the jury trial amend.
ment. When Lyndon starts talking he

can almost persuade the waters
Red Sea to part e

Labor’s Big Push

Cy Anderson got busy.
suaded ex - Congressman

ag
save a

He even per-
Bob Mollohan

of West Virginia to come to W
ton to use his influence. Harr .‘hg’:‘z-
lobbyist for the talked

trainmen, als,
to key senators =

was this big push by labor which
v Lyndon John:

Johnson o
amendment % D

Ironic Facts
There were t

bor's position:
1—It lined up with
P ¢

WO ironic facts about la.

part of exactly the

same Dixie.GOP coalition whigl

Ao n|w Taft-Hartley At h“l'(‘ \'\"‘n':
and north

i and ern  Republicans who

the long:standin

h S g coalif
South voted against labor
Republicans voted against

whereby the
and northern
civil rights

2—Labor also lir

z s ed up agains J
portant laws which it helped "ty pas
the Minimum Wage Act, the Dabr e
con a
" Healy
most_ unworkable Lo
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