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Thought For Today

“He who rec:

receive ¢ prophet’s reward, and he who receive.
man because he is a righteous man shall receive

ives a prophet because he is a prophet shail

!
s a righteous
a righteous

man’s reward.”’—Matthew 10:41.

Welcome Competition

More than four months still
remain before candidates can
officially file for the 1974
primary races, but already one
man has announced kis inten-
tion of challenging an incum-
bent West Virginia con-
gressman and another has
made wind-testing noises.

Darrell McGraw of
Charleston, brother of State
Senator Warren MeGraw of
Pineville. has announced he
will try to unseat Rep. John
Slack of the Third District.

Former Governor Hulett
Stnith of Beckley is the fellow
who has a wet finger upraised
to test the breeze. He sayvs he
is considering opposing Rep.
Ken Hechle" in the Fourth

f Democratie

Primary.

Hechler, who has the only
admirzable record among West
Virginia’s four-man con-
gressional delegation. had a

hearty greeting for his “old
friend Hulett” at the Raleigh
County Democrat picnic
Saturday at the County 4-H
Camp, and said he would
welcome Smith’s entrance in
the race. “Competition is very
healthy for the democratic
process,” Hechler said. “It
would make for an exciting

From The

Talking to Nixon, either
before or during his Presiden-
cy, left the visitor enlarged in
his own Tepatterning of facts.
The mind of the President was
not philosophical. Fatalistic,
ves. But questioning, no. . ..
When George McGovern
spoke of peace all through the
campaign of 1972, one under-
stood that the word ‘“peace”
meant, for McGovern,
brotherhood between all peo-
ples of the world. T have never
heard Nixon use the word
“brotherhood™ privately; if he
has used it publicly. i{ must

race and bring issues out
clearl;

So far Rep. Slack, the fellow
who believes the expenditure
of 310.5 million of taxpavers’
money  on i
private homes
justified and

was
whose  voting
record. worst in the West
Virginia delegation. has put
him on the side of big business
in every confrountation with the
common man’s interest
not welcomed the opposition nf
Mr. McGr:

well, well do it for him.
Welcome aboard. Darrell. Like
Hechler. we believe competi-
tion will put goed politicians
on their mettle and may even
provide us with better politi-
cians.

And while we're at it, let's
hope opposition from able men
develops for Robert Motlohan
in the First District and Harley
Staggers in the Second. Their

records could stand some
upgrading t0o.
With bumbiing Jim Kee

gone, West Virginia’s
representation in the House is
not as bad as it once was, but
it is stil! among the poorer of
the 50 states. A change o
about three faces might work
wonders for it.

Beok Shelf

have been with his fingers
crossed behind his back. For
Nixon, peace was a need of
the American people, to be
won by hard, tough nego-
tiations and deals with other
hard, tough governments
overseas who took the word
“brotherhood” as skeptically
as did he. Once peace was won,
it was his conviction, the
American people at home
would be able to find their own
way into the future, with a
minimum of control from the
g o vernment.—Theodore ~ H.
White, The Making of the
President

Economy Move

The administration has an-
nounced that about $10 million
in federal funds has been spent
in the past 4% years on Presi-
dent Nixon’s homes at San
Clemente and Key Biscayne.
The money was spent, officials
said, for security and com-
munications installations.

What a happy circumstance
it is that Mr. Nixon was
elected for a second term. Just

think, if Sen. McGovern had
won, we would have had to
spend that much or more on
two or three homes for Presi-
dent McGovern.

The British, though, have an
even better idea. They scatter
palaces around their islands

that last for centuries and
centuries as reigning
monarchs come and

go.—Cainesville (Ga.) Times
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‘They Don't Realize The Gravity Of The Situa-—'

The Innocent Bystander

De-fense! De-fense!
De-fense! De-fense!

By ARTHUR HOPPE
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President Is Using The Law To Obstruct Justice

By MORTON KONDRACKE
(C) 1973, Chicago Sun—Tunes

that the public interest requires
a particlar  criminal

Elliott Richardson to refuse to
prosecute Agnew unless he is

WASHINGTON —
Nixon wants to shut off the
Senate hearings and ‘“‘turn

Watergate over to the courts.”
At the same time, he is doing
his level best to frustrate
prosecution of the case.

By refusing to release his
secret White House tape
recordings to special prosecutor
Archibald Cox, Nixon is not
only depriving the courts of
possible  evidence  against
himseif and others. but be may
also be pursuing a legal
strategy designed to save for-
mer White House and campaign
aides from jail. If indicted, the
aides could declare in defense
that material demonstrating
their innocence, the tapes, was
being withheld by the govern-
ment. If this is a strategy it
amounts to using the law to
obstruct justice

It is ironic enough that Mr.
Nixon, the aggressive advocate
of law and order, should be
refusing to co-operate fully with
the prosecution and the grand
jury. In fact, he is doing more
than that. Through his lawyers,
Nixon has said that his right
to secrecy may be more im-
portant than any criminal
prosecution and that it is up
to bim, and him alone, to decide
when it is. The President is
raising no co-operation with the
courts to a constitutional level.

A legal brief filed in Nixon's
behalf last week said it as
follows: *‘There is no power in
the judicial branch to decide

Perpetrator, Not Victim

or ion to
continue if the executive branch
has determined that other
governmental interest dictate to
the contrary.”

In the same brief, Nixon's
lawyers declared: “We have not
undertaken to assert in any way
that the President is above the

law. What we have undertaken
to assert is. . .that the office
of the ncy is treated

presidency
differently under the law, that
the presidency has certain
unique attributes, few in num-
ber, but indispensable to its
character and effective opera-
tions.”

Well, as they are being
asserted, the powers may be
few in number, but they are
potent indeed. One referred to

by Nixon’s lawy is the
“absolute power”—not the
word, ‘‘absolute”— to dcc)de
when his papers and com-

munications can be divulged.
Another cited by the lawyers is
an immunity from criminal in-
dictment until after impeach-
ment and conviction by Con~
gress and removai from office.

If Nixon chooses, he may be
able to extend his own claim
of immunityv to cloak Vice
President Spiro T. Agnew, in
case there is serious evidence
of corruption on his part. Ag-
new's lawyers have observed
that the constitution’s provisions
on ftenure of office make no
distinctions between the Presi-
dent and the Vice President.
If Nixon agrees with this, he
could simply order Atty. Gen.

first 1 hed or resigns. As
a subordinate of the President,
Richardson would have to
decide whether to obey or quit.

There is a proper place for
resolution of all these con-
troversies and it is, as Nixon
has said, in the courts. The
Supreme Court could uphold
Nixon’s conception of the
presidency, but it seems
incredible that it would do so.
For, Nixon is asserting that the
constitution created, not three
co-equal branches of govern-
ment, but one pre-eminent
one, which may thumb its nose
at the others. Nixon is asserting
a presidency of absolute powers
and immunities from the law,
which is the stuff of royalty.

If the Supreme Court upholds
the royal presidency, so be it.
But, if it does not, what will
Nixon do? His press spokesman
has incdicated that he will obey
a “definite” decision of the
court, but his lawyers wrote
on Aug. 7 that “‘the courts are
without power to compel com-
pliance with a decision over-
ruling a claim of (executive)
privilege by the President
himself."”” The lawyers said that
““the President is answerable to
i but not to the

If Nxon disobeys an order
to turn over the tapes, he will
be acting in what amounts to
contempt of court. Then the
nation would have to decide
whether to accept that he is
above the jaw, or demand his
impeachment.

Nixon Initiated First Cover-Up, Is Continuing Secend

By WILLIAM V. SHANNON
(C) N. Y. Times News Service
"he inner hmovy of the Nixon
ation is a series of

the eve, “did you or did vou mot
gouge?”

And he assured me at that time
thai neithcr he, nor anyone else

in the huddle had gouged. I imme-

We have only just now obtained
the text of the Jocker room state-
ment issued by the ace quarterback
of the University Plumbers lust
week after their bitter clash with
their arch rivals.

Seven Plumbers were tossed out
of the game for illegal play stealing,
five more were suspended on
charges of unsportsmanlike conduct
and the team was assessed a record

diately directed him to launch an

whether he or anyone else in the
huddie had gouged.

Throughout the first haif, as the
mounted, I continued to

615 yards in penaltics. The text he question of who was play-

foliows. y. And I continued to get
* * * * the same answer: no one.

First, let me say to you, that Because T trusted my teammates

conducting these investigations and
because 1 believed the reports T was
getting, I was convinced there was
no cover-up hecause I was convine-
ed no one was playing dirty.

It sn't until the fnunh quarter
at Dean, after we'd been penalized
yards, informed me someone
as playing dirty. Without asking
who, I kicked him out of the

I did absolutely nothing wrong.
And I'm sorry.

Let me repeat that 1 never played
i I never knew any of my
teammates were playing dirty and
nebody can prove it

\or do I question the right of
recs to call ’em as they
1, no matter how jousy thosc
were—and no matter that it's
i singly clear that
get me, the quar-
, persenaily.

HBut because certain of my over-
zealous teammates broke ihe rules
under my quarterba
full responsibility — no
many nf

Let me explain to you
did when seven of my team
were tossed out of the pa
illegal play stealing right
opcmn" gun. Right then,
huddle
of vou
huddie ivoived in playing

They all ied it. So T tald
*“What really hurts when
zealous people
dirr, is if you try to cove

se
cails
become

rove me inno-
se those tapes
teammates®

you pnaycd dirty. That's
way to play the game
So on the secong play.
back Dean, dra 15 v
gouging. "Dcan. T said to
the huddle, Jooking him straigl

.
Chronic
Co. 1973)

1(v:p)r|g‘!‘ " Publishing

because  there is
much to be concealed. The uni-
fying fact benzath these cover-
ups is the President's direct,
personal relationship with the

cover-ups

scamy side of his adminis-
tration. He is not the preoccu-
pied, innocent victim of his

aides. The st
the White H:

“‘overzealou:
of politics ¢
h

encouraged, and approved.
When John Ehrlichman in

il, 1969 employed a retired
York 7 police detective

find out personal ‘‘dirt”
wmportant  Democratic

ians, he was not collect-

ing that material because he

is a political voycur. He
¢ the boss.
Calson h
campaign “leaked”
information to Life
former S
hr\nrcm

was

1970
embarrassing
Magazine
Joseph

was playing noliti
he knew

Richard Nixon v

high

administration
f.nurulﬂc

Toliow ving the
usingy

lm w

iz admi
another way.

saft un-

in deep
the ir

ic habit

of concealment were so en-
demic in his administraticn that
when the Watergate burglars
were caught, a conspiracy to
obstruct justice was imme-
diately organized. .

Such a conspiracy was almost
inevitable because a thorough
inquiry would lead t¢ the
President’s campaign manager
who allegedly approved the
burglary, Jis finance chairman
who financed it, and his chief
of stafi—H. R. Haldeman—who
received copies of the informa-
tion gained in the previous
burglary and wiretap operation,
the “Gemstonc” papers.

When the Watergate burglars
were arrested, it was the
dent himself who used the

ploy 1o deflect the
investigation. Tt was the Pres-
ident who arranged for .John
Mitchell's nominal resignation
as  his  camp: manager,
“nominal™ inasmuch as the
Senate Watergate Committec,

by g Mitchell’s
appoint:n rlendar, proved
that he saw as many cam-

ree
s he did

s in the
after he qu
in the threc

d:d ant re

coverap began
in March and

fall apart

weandal could
ed. 11 the
3 ot be
he st show that
mnoecent of koo e
then, but an that date,
“I launzhed an intensive effort
o1 my awa fo get the fact
t did this intens
of? The Pres now
he iirst entrusted the
getting the facts to

effort
[

task of

)

Dean. But why would he turn
for vet another report to the
v man who, according to
Nixen's own account, was
responsible for all the untrue
reports he had been receiving
fer more than nine months?
The President then gees on
to say that when Dean failed
to produce a report, he turned
to Joha Ebrlichman and to At-
torney General Rich Kiein-
dienst. But Ehrlichman, alrcady
the objcct of a blackmail effort
by E. Howard Hunt, one ¢f the
convicted  Watergate  defen-
dants, could hardly be a
terested  investigator.
worse, Kleindienst has testified
that I

<,

between March 21
14. In short, the Pres
planation  of

and  April

what

more
on did
Petersen,

Henry
torney general

assistant at-
for the criminal
has testified that on
he warned the Presi

o fire ll i
s the xmprewan
ent would punish
ted with the

e President do?
Dean for
directed
¢ the tape
onversation of
Wes dn

of the crucial
March 2i. Thaose
N0t prove bl

T s, the  second
fe cover-p bad begim

public h
be in operation.

fears may sllll

Bug Dust

Tuesday Is Music Lovers’
Night On WSWP-TV

By BOB WILLS

An anonymous follower of this
column sent in the tsllowing two
jtems which he appareatly thought
worth passing on. Both, he noted,
were from church bulletins. The
first:

To find out what really happened
when the earth was created,
engineers spent weeks gathering in-
formation, checking and rechecking
it and feeding it into the computer.
The great moment came: all was
complete, everybody gathered
avound, a button was pressed, the
great computer spun into action,

relays opened and closed, lights
flashed and bells rang; finally, a
typed message emerged: SEE
GENESIS 1:1.”

The second:

Worried about her husband whe
had gone fishing the previous day,
a young wife sent a note to her
priest which read: “James having
gone to sea, his wife requires the
prayers of the congregation for his
safe return.”

it was read to the congregation
as: “James, having gone to see

his wife, requires the prayers of
the congregation for his safe
return.”

* * *

What a difference a comma or

two can make!
* * * *

I trust that the fellow who sent
in the two items above isn’t the
same guy who called and took up
about 10 minutes of my time the
other Saturday night.

He asked if I was familiar with
all the horrible things that were
going on in the world, and if I
ever read the Bible.

He referred me to a specific
chapter and verse (Matthew 24:1S,
T believe) and asked if I knew about
“The Abomination?”

Turns out he claimed he was IT,
that he confessed responsibility
for all the woes of the world, and
that I better walk gingerly or else.

Before it was all over I was
convinced. Convinced, that is, that
if he wasn't “THE,” he was at
least “AN™ abomination.

Like Gilbert -and Sullivan's
policeman’s, a newspaperman’s life
is not altogether a bed of roses.

* * * *

Speaking of Gilbert and Suilivan,

Prologue To A Tragedy?
Executive Privilege And Power

energy and economic programs, and
its foreign policy.
_John Ehrlichman was not con-

By ANTHONY LEWIS
© 19/3 N. Y. Times News Service

The la\\)ers begin arguing in
court this week over President Nix-
on's tapes, and the issue of ex-
ecutive privilege comes alive for
the public as it never has before.
Anyone can see that it is an issue
not of legal doctrine alone but of
power. If a President can decide
entirely on his own that his privacy
outweighs other public interests, he
becomes a kind of a king, above
the law.

But the case of the tapes is only
a special and dramatic example of
a growing problem in Amecrican
government:  the  problem  of
presidentia! secrecy. The arguments
over the tapes should be viewed
by the public, and by the courts.
in the larger historical and political
context.

Scholars have recently done some
rcckormg on claims of execut
privilege in  American history.
Perhaps 75 times since the founding
of the republic, they say, the cx-
ecutive branch has formally refused
to give some information to Con-
aress, claiming privilege. Two thirds
of these occasions have come in
the last last 20 vears; about one third
have come in the 42 years of
Richard Nixon's preﬂden"y.

That is a grapric illustration of
the acceler: rd ex-
. And the subject of
of information is,
of course, not usually something so
extraordinary as verbatim records
of presidential cenversations that
arguably provide evidence of crime.
It is wusually the stuff of major

govarnment d ns.
rmple, in the Kennedy
Gen, Maxwell

an of the Joint
. d to testify
about the Bay of Pigs invasion. In

the Nixon administration, John
Connally  as  Secretary  of  the
Treasury, refused 1o discuss the
government's loan to the Lockheed

Aircraft Corpar.
As those ex

mples make clear,
ect :.r 1he move-

the
in-
isstes, f‘nn»
als of information
are not by any means the only de-
1 -od ta enhanee exeentive power
Another, perhaps cven
$ n o the

the
White
maodusi

from
10 the

.l..n 2,0m per:
Any president,

we
eniitled 10 a few intimate:

may

vise him.-or
mat private b
pressional  or o
that

on ihe

enfertain him

L free af
rmquiry
proposition o rresy
dangger distorted when
‘advisors™  effectively  adminis |r~r
the government’s health, education,

con
Dt
‘,

let me recommend the WSWP-TV
television program (10 to 11 p.m.
on Tuesday nights) which so ably
brings back the magic of those two
noble 19th Century Englls‘)mcu

Gilbert and Sullivan were masters
of superb music
and their operas arc as fresh and
enjoyable today as they were when
they were written and composed in
the last half of the last century.

1 dide't recognize and don't
remember the names of the artists,
but last night's production of ex-
cerpts from “The Pirates of Pen-
zance” was excellent, and 1 am
looking forward to next week’s pro-
gran from “Iolanthe.”

In fact, Tuesday right on the local
educational channel is a real music
lover's delight. It provides three
solid hours of great music, begin-
ning with the “Evening at Pops™
at 8 p.m. with conductor Arthur
Fiedler and the Boston Symphony
Orchestra (last night’s program had
some great operatic and popular
solos and duets by tenor Richard
Tucker and baritone Robert Merrill
of the Metropolitan Opera Co.);
followed at 9 p.m. by “International
Performance,” which last night
featured the O.R.T.F. Symphony
Orchestra performing

T y's Seventh
and  Prokoficff's Class:cal
Symphony; and ending with the

previously mentioned Gilbert and
Sullivan hour.
It is notable entertainment.

[ Bonils

T Pell
“I don't get it. What's with the
chicken soup cans?”

committee about the domestic pro-
grams that he often did more .to
shape than any cabinet member.,
The same was, and still is, true
of Henry Kissinger, who not only
advises Nixon on foreign policy but
carries much of it out, publicizes
it and conducts critical negotiations.

The darngers of this mode of
governnient  shielded from public
and congressional oversight, of offi-
cials responsible only to the Presi-
dent, are even more acute in
foreign than in domestic policy. Or
so we might judge after what we
have Icarned of these iast years.

Under the guidance of Nixon and
Kissinger, without any opportunity
for public discussion, the United
States secretly bombed Cambodia,
sent troops into Cambodia and Laos,
and carried on numcrous other ad-
ventures in uscless death. Emmet
John Hughes, writing in Newsweek
last week, wa sur(.l\' right in sug-
gesting that the ‘“‘moral density,
inteilectual arrogance and political
ruthlessness™ of the Nixon White
House have had worse cffects in
foreign than in domestic affairs.

What can be done to limit the
secrecy in which the arrogance of
centralized exccutive power thrives?
Congress could quite promptly take
a number of tactical steps.

On exccutive privilege, Congress
could pass legislation regulating its
exercise. It could, for example,
distinguish bt‘l\\u.'l private advice

to a president and actual ad-
ministration by  White  House
cployes.

A more promising idea might be
1o dea! directly wnn the pmhurat-
ing White  Tlous aff. Congress
CouT =~ s0 b budgetary
limitations, for this or future
to return functions to

ariments. Or if there is

a strong argument for Lupuu, a
Yienry K > of depart-
s while  he

and others like

ade subject to con-
ition and required 1o testify,
is inconvenicnt for presidents
and their appointee ave to g
count for their acts, to share their
information and thus their power.
But  that is  the  bhurden  of
democracy.  James Madison it
fon

“Knowledie will forever  gozern
uumr mee. And a people who mean
1 he their own governors mwst arm

2

themselves with — the  power
LA pmml I OVeTn-
popidar  mformation
or the means of acquiring i, is
bt the prologne 10 a farce or
tragedy.”™
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