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Anybody In Charlotte For Politics?

AM NOT a politician,” said Artemus

Ward, “and my other habits are

d

Yet here we have City Councilman
rt H. Baxter labeling politics as

s noblest calling

gest frozen n American

ay,” he told Charlotte Civitans, “is

the men and women who are capable

and honest but who do not offer for

public office
Unfortunately

put more stock

Charlotteans seem to
in Ward’s cynicism than

Baxter's do-goodism
Upper crust leaders more than
willing fo perform non-political civic

chores. But few rep
walk of life are
sweat and tears
tumble politics

As a result, too many elective political
posts are left to the hapha outcome
of listless campaigns. The principal jobs
go to a few old pols, the political hobby-
ists and only a handful of sturdy ideal
ists who can brave the prejudices and
stomach the hardships.

And when somebody at City Hall, or
in Raleigh or in Washington does some-
thing particularly abominable, somehody
in Charlotte is sure fo exclaim: “Why
my old Aunt Clarissa could do a better
job than that™ But when filing time
comes around neither Our Hero or Aunt
Clarissa offers for office

The sociologists call it “a flight from
responsibility, accompanied by a fatigue
of the individual will and a blunting of
the individual intelligence.” They say it
is a malady of the times

It is all that. And it is more.

1t is a lack of appreciation of the true
and proper role of the politician. He has
fallen from grace as a respectable figure
in American life because of the trans-
gressions of a few rascals. The rascals
have garnered the headlines while the
honest and conscientious public servants
have toiled in relative obscurity. Thus,
the general belief that politicians are
incompetent and probably not incorrup-
tible

Furthermore few honest
the climate of abuse that
politics

entatives from any
er for the blood.
cal, rough-and-

of 1

citizens like
may go with
As a general rule, only dead

politicians may be canonized and admit-
ted to the ranks of statesman. An editor-
ial writer in 1793 believed that Wash-
ington should “retire immediately; let no
flatterer persuade you to rest one hour
longer at the ship of state. You are
utterly incapable to steer the political
ship into the harbor of safety In his
time, the now respected Jefferson was
described as “a man without religion, a
statesman \\.H\u" principle, and a pa-
triot regardless of his country's welf

nd entirely raise himself
and his partisans upon the nation's
ruin.” One of the nation's leading news-
papers once portrayed Lincoln as “an
uneducated man, a vulgar village politi-
cian, without any experience worth men-
tioning in the practical duties of states.
manship.”

Washington, Jefferson and Lincoln en
dured the criticism and rose above it. So
must the minor office-seeker.

Those who shun politics because they
“don’t want to get mixed up with that
sort of ‘thing” actually undermine the
prestige of public service and weaken
the leadership of the community. Mean.
while, the wholesale condemnation of
politics is shallow and menacing. 1t is
actually the politician who makes democ-
racy work as no one else can. In order
to widen the field of selection of the
public servant there must be many, many
more recruits from the grass roots

“You may win very little appreciation
and you are sure to win almost no grati
tude,” wrote Frederick M. Davenport of
the politician, “but there is nothing com-
parable with it as a friend of potent en
deavor for one’s country and mankind

Or, as poet Ogden Nash put it

devoted to

Whenever decent intelligent people
et together

They talk about politicians as about
bad weather,

But they are always too decent to go
into politics themselves and too
intelligent even to go to the
polls,

So I hope the kind of po
they get will have no mercy on
their pocketbooks or souls

cians

After The Putt-Putts, Wooden Wagons?

Y POLICE edict the sound of the

putt-putt is to fade from the city's
streets and sidewalks. The gendarmerie
is quite correct. A vehicle powered by a
lawnmower motor, braked by feet,
and held together by whatever's handy
is not in the same league with Detroit's
300-horsepower chariots, and shouldn't
travel the same thoroughfares.

The police would have been inviting
grief and gore by continuing to put up
with the putts-putts, and they are not to
blame for the cauterwauling that has
arisen from some grounded youngsters
We say “grounded” because one of the
putt-putters pulled over to the curb ex-
plained that “you feel like you're really
flyin'."”

All the same, a boy finds magic in mo-
tion and in building things and it seems
a shame for the area of his inventiveness
to be narrowed. There are substitutes
for putt-putts, of course. A rummaging
around in our own memory suggests
these do-it-yourself projects, the first of
which is also recommended to reporters

Digging to China

Making water wheels

Building rabbit boxes

Building wooden-wheeled wagons

Making wooden whistles,

Building stone ovens.

All of these projects are hopelessly
old-fashioned, of course, but they are
comfortably safe and productive of huge
appetites

American Movies: Art Vs. Artifice

HE severest critics of American

movies still say they are devoid of
ideas and serve primarily to give us an
escape into a dream world where the
hero is always brave, the heroine always
beautiful and ending always both happy
and expected hey definitely do not
make you think

But Gilbert Seldes, who showed in two
books, THE SEVEN LiveLy Arts and THE
PusLic Arts, that he is a hopeful as well
as a severe critic of the movies, comes
up with the most optimistic prediction
vet

“Television," says Mr. Seldes, “is now
drawing off the movie audience that re-
sists any intellectual content. People
used to say ‘Come over to our house and
we'll g0 10 a movie'—and they meant
ust any movie. Now they say ‘Come over
and let's watch television’

“The average audience up to now for
an ‘A’ movie was 15 million. Now it is
only five million. The other ten is home
watching television. So what the movie-
makers have to do is reduce their costs
and make movies of genuine intellectual
content for the five million people who
will still watch them

From The Louisville-Courier Journal

Here is a prospect to make the serious
movie-goer really happy. Too many of us
have gone to the movies to see how to
become a successful “man in the gray
flannel suit” or a more attractive, well-
dressed secretary like Joan Crawford or
Rosalind Russell. We have even gone to
see how Clark Gable wins the affections
of a girl or how Lana Turner and Mari-
Iyn Monroe always manage to get their
man. A large part of our movie-going
was devoted to how-to-do-it technique or
how to win mates and influence asso-
ciates

If such motivated movie-goers are
transferring their affection and their
patronage to television, perhaps the re-
maining five million fans can hope to
find some future movies made to express
ideas rather than just entertainment
Pre-war French movies and post-war
Italian movies have been popular enough
in America to show that there really is
an audience for films that have human
beings rather than fashion plates for
characters and provocative ideas rather
than boy-meets-girl plots for their themes

When that day arrives, “Come over to
our house and let's go to 2’ movie—a
good movie.”

TWO VOLUMES
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people in

? That

n Company. His
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f and the p
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What Matters

"All Ready, Men—Just Sing ‘Auld Acquaintance’ The Sta tesmen

And Walk Right Through”

By WALTER LIPPMANN
NEW YORK mises but how m t can be
expected to deliver. What we

YHE issue on the Senate civil
L administration s

rights bill is now very

row. except for th

liticians  who do are :‘M n‘:;:
4 y put upon'®
bill and for the northern s gl =
cians who want to play o g g
with the bill.+ Speake » exercise the large legyy
who will be followed s with which the bill in-
crats in t se 5 we ought to be
these questions of
policy because not a hint has as
yel been given by the adminis.
tration leaders that they realize
what big and difficult decisians
. will confront them when the bill
civil rights cases only d. They talk and act as
er this, on what principle can rights measure that is
northern Republican t
gue that it would b
let the bill die than to pass an
amended version of the Senate :
rights bill can
command the support ¢
rn of Texas and o 1

BIG MEASURE

As a matter of fact, the Sen.
ate bill, even with the provision
for jury trials in criminal con-
tempt cases, is a very big meas-
ure. It inaugurates a new nation-
hat the federal govern-
ment has the duty to take the

e in securing ecte

SAM RAYBURN
Unusual Alliance

Yet the crux of the
the enforcibility
is enacted

matter is
bill that
fference be.
and a states.

groes to vote.
ecutive legal powers to
thern elections, to

of any
and the

80
ourts for civil

those
injunction
would be called a weak bill is
more than 1 can understand, For
the procedure under civil con.
tempt, which does not require a

prol
country
declarations of rights can be noth.

prove conclusively that

ing but empty sounds if the re.
ook
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jury trial, is a very great power. " panie i OnE €nough?
- That is why the Semate bill is
IMPOSSIBLE TASK so extraordinary It is the first
bill for civil rights which contains

Would it be a “stronger” bill if

g strong powers of enforéement and
it promised mare, if

in addition is not being resisted irreconcil-

1 to a promise to protect and se. ably by the political leaders of
eople's Plattorm
to integrate the public schools?

Supposing that a wide bill, such

. A Christian proves his or her today is Christ, and until Chris- ag the one which came from the
Church Rolls Aren’t belief not by words alone, but tians assume the responsibilities Fouse, could be passed, it would uote, Unquote
i mainly by deeds. Ci nity  of Christi e falling short he almost impossible to enforce
Tickets To Heaven ns vital action, not mere lip of a Christian duty. it. For it would unite the resist d"mn Big Chiel says teouble to-
Charlolte As Christians, we must  Don't tell the world you are a ance of the southern states, and it A r""”“"‘h are always
Editors, The News live for individual in the = Christian if you are not living it would place upon the Department STOKnS Pea e :"""dy is
A CHRISTIAN is one who fol- world y people we love, for the world to see. You can't of Justice a more impossible task [""aling.—Lexington Leader.
4X lows Christ and His tes

but those around us. fool God. For he has plans for a

Christian and if we fail we pay

than did the old and thoroughly  It's a great feeling, owning one's
ings fully and completely. It

discredited  Prohibition Amend- own house — until the time comes
more than pouring water We have no fear if we are someday when we meet him at ment 1o fix the roof and apply a couple
baptism or a name on a church Christians for Christ knows us. the Judgment The 1 measure of a bill's

1l Christ of coals of paint.—Laure] (Miss.)
roll to be a Christian,

Leader-Call,
Drew Pearson’s

Memcoromd  Justice Dept. Digs For Political Gold

WASHINGTON
J* jshould be moted that one group

working ardently to delay the civil
rights bill until next year in order to
pass a tougher bill, is the Justice De
partment

And the only hope of the world —MRS. MAYME BARGER ‘“strength” is not how much it

Justice Department asking for its opin-
ion on Senate Bill 908 to establish a
commission on civil rights. This is the
same commission on civil rights now in
the civil rights bill

On March 22, 1955, Sen. Hennings also
wrote the Justice Department asking its
opinion on his bill to “amend and sup-
plement existing civil rights statutes.”

Two-and - one - half years have now
passed. The Justice Department has not
yet had the courtesy to reply.

northern Negro vote and sweep the
House of Representatives in the next
election.”

Congressman Frank Boykin of Ala
bama had a different way of putting its

Five months passed “The Republicans have

during which the

p the record str

o

ht, here is

De t st ded 1t k d th bl suddenly dis.
artm ) kgt s i g e BB i covered there’s black gold in them thar
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ber ® auestion of policy concerning which visions of the present civil rights bill  Pat Brown, atorney ; il
tional Rights Committee and a s the, Department of Justice prefers o protecting the voting rights of Negroes. fornia and the best I!i‘mi:’r‘:lrlj‘l \?»‘u‘;pl:
of the Judiciary Commiltee, wrote the .. "no oo mitments.” Two-and-a-half years have now passed, fer in is famous for twoy
Justice Department requesting its views Vet the Justice Department now wants and the Department of Justice has not things: M likogie disposition and his +
e e e e e & tougher civil rights bill passed. vet replied to this request for its views. inability to make up his mind. G po s
of every © olitical - participa

¥ e son he can't make up his mind whether }
New Question Political Gold to run for governor or senator is be.'
Long Delay on

cause Mrs. Pat doesn't want him to lose
t .

February 8, Sen. Hennings  “Just who in this administ

ation final

v general salary of |

1 wrote the Justice Department request- |y decided.” asked Sen. Hennings the S However, Pat has fin..
The Justice D rtment delayed MOTe ing its views on Senate Bill 904 to gther day, “that it was a matter of good ally told Democratic leaders at Bakers.i

than two months trying to make up its then the laws ing to com and sound public policy to do some- field that he will fish or cut bait by
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this particular measure should be en
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