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The City Should Lay Those Pistols Down

l)ul ICE Chief Littlejohn’'s move to

cotch a citizen's war on prowlers
may save a great deal of anguish and
even a few lives

Uneasiness is justified and panic is
understandable in those “areas which
have had contact with prowlers and peep-
ing toms, A citizen certainly has a right
to protect his home against intruders.
But a panicky citizen with a gun in his
hand can be a worse threat to his home
and the community than a few petty

ef Littlejohn gives two good rea-
sons why citizens should go easy on gun-
fire. For one thing, indiscriminate fir-
ing at sounds or shapes in the night
could result in injury or death to neigh-

bors or relatives. In this connection, the
case of the Woodward family in New
York is worth remembering. Mrs. Anne
Woodsward, wife of millionaire sportsman
William Woodward Jr., was upset by re-

peated excursions around her home by
prowlers. She thought it wise to keep a
pistol in her bedroom. One November
night in 1855, she heard a sound in her
bedroom and fired. She killed her hus-
band and left their two sons without a
father.

Chief Littlejohn’s second point is equal-
ly good. “The smartest thing a person
can do if he sees or hears something
around his home is to call us immediate.
ly without blinking any lights or firing
any weapons,” he said. Catching the
prowler or prowlers is the best way to
end the current nuisance, of course, and
calling the police is more likely to ac-
complish that than going for a gun

But there is still another reason for
leaving police work to professionals.
This is that a citizen who spills another's
blood, even though it may be justified,
finds it hard to forget and very, very
easy to regret

Is America’s Sense Of Humor Gone?

I\' A HUMORLESS assault on modern
American humor, the NasHviLLE Tex
nEssan allows as how the nation's funny-
bone is no longer tickled by native wits,

Gone are the days when the United
States slapped its knee to the badinage
of a Peter Finley Dunne or a Mark Twain
or even a Will Rogers, says the TENNE-
SEAN.

On a final note of exasperation, it con-
cludes

“We have changed from the unruly,
skeptical, fearless and free-thinking day
of grandfather's generation. We have
lost some of the characteristics of indi-
viduality, of resentment of things while
we walk the treadmill of conformity and
commercialism. In truth, we are afraid
to find humor, except in (nnm of great
stress and in times of youth

Stuff an' nonsense, as Mr.
would say.

America has not lost its sense of hu-
mor. What it has lost is its frontiers—
and the frontier brand of humor.

‘When buckskins and beaver hats were
in flower. America found humor in the
simple colloquialisms and the rustic trap-
pings of a rough and ready sort of life.
Those things are no longer very funny
because they no longer exist or have any
importance. As life in America has be-
come more complex, American humor
has become more sophisticated. And
the brunt of today's best humor is that
same treadmill of conformity and com-
mercialism that the TENNESSEAN finds so
stifling.

As for the great humor of the past, it
iz almost impossible to find anything
hilarious anymore in the tortured dialect
of Peter Finley Dunne's Mr. Dooley. Any
humor left is but a quaint and slightly
baroque shadow of its former self. Yet
lines like these had America hee-hawing
in an earlier era

Dooley

“Th’ dead ar-re always pop'lar. I know-
ed a society wanst to vote a monyment to
a man an’ refuse to help his fam'ly, all in’
wan night.”

“D'ye think th’ colledges has much to
do with th' progress iv th’ wurruld,”
asked Mr. Hennessey.

“D'ye think,” said Mr. Dooley, “’tis
th’ mill that makes th’ wather run?”

“Ivrything that's worth havin' goes to
th' city; th’ counthry takes what's left.”

Even the witticisms of the late, great
Will Rogers have not worn well with
age. Many are still faintly funny but it

is difficult to imagine anyone flailing
helplessly in his chair while listening to-
day to a recording of Will Rogers’ voice
drawl:

“Spinning rope is fun—jf your neck
ain’t it it.”

“If an automobile manufacturer could
make a car so good that he could adver-
tise it as follows, ‘Will last until it's paid
for," he could put Ford out of business.

“This country is not prosperous. It's
just got good credit. All you got ta do
in America to enjoy life is to ‘Don't let
your next payment worry you.'"

So much of America’s early humor was
simply based on the discomfiture of
language, or a sort of exultation over
the downfall of the pretentious solem-
nity of words. This is completely in
keeping with the frontiersman’'s nature.
Thus, he could even find high humor in
lines that a more sophisticated civiliza-
tion would squeamishly reject:

Ben Battle was g soldier bold and
used to war’s glarms.

A cannon ball took off his legs, so lu
laid down his arms.

Another example of early humor that
would simply be considered trite today:

A drunken man in a bar-room picked
up a sandwich and threw it against the
mirrored wall. “There’s food for reflec-
tion,” said a bystandar. \
Even Mark Twain's humor contained o
a rustic flavoring—although it often had
a bite that other humor of the time
lacked.

But just because America is not hee-
hawing at a generation of rustic wits
does not mean that it has lost its man-
liness or its sense of humor.

James Thurber, who once defined hu-
mor as “emotional chaos remembered in
tranquility,” is still producing wonder-
fully funny meterial. So are S. J. Perel-
man, Max Shulman (whose RAaLLy Rounn
THE FraG, Bovys was published just this
week), Peter De Vries and H. Allen
Smith. The late Robert Benchley was an-
other humorist. In humorous verse, Og-
den Nash stands practically alone in U.S.
literature.

None of these modern masters of tom-
fqolery were of the Peter Finley Dunne
school but they have kept America
laughing through two wars and a depres-
sion—no mean feat for any gaggle of
gagmen.

From The Mattoon (IIl.) Journal-Gazette

COUNTY FAIR

l E IS VERY old and quite feeble, but

surprising wit and bright percep-
tion are with him still. Except at fair
time, he accepts his physical limitations
with what grace he can muster, and even
boasts that he was here before Coles
County, which isn't really true

“I go every year because the fair is
the one thing that never really changes,”
I aid. “Oh, the animals get bigger or
smaller, fatter or thinner, and the corn
nd beans and wheat keep changing be-

cause the seeds get better, but the fair
never really changes
“At the fair, nature brags and man

reassures himself. That's what happened
at the first fair 103 years ago and that's
what is still happening.
“The boast of nature is pleasing and
noffensive, like a new mother telling
1 how long or how heavy her baby is,
strong his cry, how lusty his appe-

tite
Nature brags like that at the fair
e displays her bounty, the bursting
ripeness of tomatoes and pumpkins, the

ks of plump, rustling

wheat, the prom.
Iness of corn under its shucks,
"u"‘ d flesh of She
h s truly a land of

the dust
ulders
him

and will keep producing. He knows there
will be good years and bad, but that al-
ways the land will produce, that it will
sustain him and his children after him.

“He understands that without going to
the fair, T suppose, but only vaguely. The
fair is the evidence, the tangible proof,
the certain assurance of his worth and
importance to the community, to his
country and to his civilization. That is
important to everyone.”

He paused thoughtfully. “Of course,

everyone can't have that kind of assur-
ance in his work. Maybe that’s why farm-
ers are more stable and contented than
men in most other callings.
Scientific warnings about strontium in
the nuclear fallouts fail to arouse a pub-
lic accustomed to toothpaste, soap chips
and gasoline that contains more impres-
sive-sounding stuff than that.—AsHevILLE
(N.C.) Crrizen-Times.

Once there was a producer who made
a clean, wholesome film, minus crime
and sex. The producer now drives a milk
wagon in Hoboken.—Miam HERALD

It's a wise man who gives in when he's
wrong. It's a married man who gives in
when he's right.—LexiNgroNn Leaper

The new planes are getting so fast you
don’t have time to get acquainted with
tewardess any more. — CARLSBAD

N.M rw'm ARGUS.

People’s

Platform
Charlotte
Editors, The News
gm'x the pharmacy contro-
versy in  Charlotte, many

questions and requests for infor
mation have been received from
the public. The members of the
Mecklenburg Pharmaceutical So-
ciety feel it is their professional
responsibility and duty to answer
these questions, and give as much

information as possible

It will be impossible to an-
swer all questions, but the two
most important and most [re
quently asked are the following:
Why are people who are not duly

licensed pharmacists allowed to
practice? The truth of the matter
is that hey are no legally per.
mitted, but have taken it upon
themselves, and in doing this, they
are violating the law, and en-
dangering the health of the pub-
lic. As pharmacists, we feel that
in order to preserve the health
and wellare of the public, this
practice must be stopped. A phy-
sician, dentist, nurse, lawyer or an
accountant, unless licensed to
practice and in good standing,
cannot exercise his profession
This holds true also for electri
cians, plumbers, etc., who adhere
rigidly to the same policies.

Why, when human health and
well being are involved, should
unqualified persons be allowed to
practice as pharmacists?

The other question: What are
the requirements to become a
licensed pharmacist? This was
recently answered in one of the
local newspapers by the secretary
of the North Carolina Board of
Pharmacy. We feel this is a most
important question and that the
public should know. He must be
21 years of age, a graduate of an
accredited pharmacy school which
requires no less than four years.
After receiving the degree of
Bachelor of Science in Pharmacy,
he must pass an examination giv-
en by the State Board of Pharm-
acy.

Years ago some prescriptions
were compounded by the pharm-
acist from actual raw materials,
involving many procedures and
consuming much time. Today,

“Today’s Pills Are More
Potent’

with modern pharmaceuticals,
some of the same products are
prepared by manufacturing labo-
ratories providing more accurate
dosage, and a more refined prod-
uct. Thanks to our medical and
pharmaceutical research labora-
tories, men have spent countless
hours in an effort to provide you
and your loved ones the life-sav-
mg drugs that are available to-

day. Pharmacy now offers better
pharmaceutical products, mor e
complex and far more potent than
those used many years ago. Still,
with all these modern advantages,
today's pharmacists need more
pharmaceutical education, because
of the complexity and potency of
our drugs.

A pharmacist must possess
complete knowledge of every drug
he or she dispenses, its origin,
chemical composition, generic

A Growing Ascendancy

and trade names, dosage, thera.
peutic and pharmcological actions
of the drug. He must have abso-
lute understanding of the laws
governing  pharmacy, whether
they be state or federal. The:
laws are in effect to protect the
public

Today pharmacists must be
able to keep up with all mod.
ern pharmaceutical developments,
they must be able to answer ques
tions pertaining to pharmaceuti-
cal products; thls knowledge can
be and is only to be obtained
fzom books, and not from experi-
ence. Many pharmacy . schools
are now elevating their pharma-
cy education to a six-year course
instead of four years. From all
indications, it appears that all
pharmacy schools will require six
)l-\xl study to obtain a pharmacy

degree.

The pharmacy laws in our
states are strict, and are en-
forced wherever and whenever
possible. One of the laws govern-
ing pharmacy in this state is that
every pharmacist's license must
be conspicuously displayed. This
assures the public that a duly li-
censed pharmacist is filling his
prescription; at the same time it
gives the patient the opportunity
tc personally acquaint himself
wn his or her pharmacist

We sincerely hope that the pub-
lic will continue to regard and re-
spect us as a friend as well as a
professional

~MECKLENBURG PHARMA-

CEUTICAL SOCIETY

A. K. Hardee Jr., president

H. A. Hammond, vice president

Peter T. Milliones, secretary-

treasurer.

Ham Jones’ Spirit

Must Be Renewed
Charlotte
Editors, The News
THE Charlotte News editorial
on Hamilton C. Jones was ex-
cellent. Alone among Charlotte
daily papers, The News was able
to rise above the prejudices of
partisan politics and really strike
the measure of the man himself,
and of the spirit that guided him
through life

Rehashing how a man now de-
ceased might have voted on any
given congressional issue six
years ago accomplishes no con-
structive purpose now. It is not
so important to recall how he
voted as it is to remember why
he went to Congress at all. The
important memory is that an hon-
est and capable citizen was will.
ing to go to Washington and do his
level best on a thankless job that
the rest of us needed to have done
for us; that he would do this at a

ersonal sacrifice because it
needed being done for the public
B

That Hamilton Jones had a com.
pelling urge to better his commu-
nity was obvious from the very
beginning of his career. As a
young man he helped found As-
sociated Charities (the foreunner
of United Appeal), and served
four years as one of its earliest
presidents. He co-authored the
legislation authorizing the first
Domestic Relations Court in
North Carolina, and, having suc-
cessfully lobbied the passage of
said bill, served as the first judge
of such a court, without pay. He
Jed in obtaining the legislation
and appropriation to set up Jack-
son Training School, the first ju-
venile corrective institution in
North Carolina, and placed the
first fifty children in it. From
these early projects and down
through- the years he was a lead-
er in bettering his community. He
was one of the two men most re-
sponsible for founding Charlotte

The Superiority Of Women

\HE American woman simply

“feels” superior because she
is brought up to believe implic-
itly that she is superior. From
this growing feminine ascend-
ancy arose many of the great
changes in 20th century Amer-
ica; the steady bartering away
of precarious freedom for se-
curity, the basic conservatism,
the idolization of the child, the
instinct for the preservation of
property, the distrust of indi-
vidual originality, the increasing
fear of personal risk, and the
ideal of social respectability.
More than ever, the strictly util-
itarian, matter-of-fact atmosphere
of America is allied to the pre-

Drew Pearson's
Merry-Go-Round

dominance of women — women
always embodyml these traits
against man’s more creative and
artistic temperament.

Man's _exclusive concern with
the taming of nature in Amer-
ica increased this process of
feminine emancipation. From the
very start, women alone patron-
ized a culture that became a
means of social distinction, not
an imperative pursuit in itself,

. . American public opinion
has become largely feminine and
its profound impact on the po-
litical evolution of the United
States can never be overestimat-
ed. — Amaury de Riencourt in
“The Coming Caesars.”

Memorial Hospital, His list of
auses served, and honors re
ceived is practically endless, as it
covers more than a busy half cen
tury of good works

Death has claimed Ham Jones
and finally ended his public serv
ice. Let us hope that the spirit

that caused his good works did
not die with him-—rather than it
lives in good measure in others
Let us pray that there will al
ways rise among us other Ham
Joneses, by other names, who will
subordinate the personal profit
motive to the desire to be of pub
lic service, Our community vital-

Charlotte Pharmacists Answer Some Questions

and our democracy

ly needs it
ist thout it

cannot
Let us

proy that at least some
measure of

small Ham Jone
public spirit has rubbed off on
this writer — this_writer whose
proudes

he was his loving

l—u\u\ JONES

‘Now, This Is What We've Been Using Lately’

Ten Million Of ‘Em
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The Farmers Go To Town

By CONGRESSIONAL QUARTERLY

WASHINGTON

TTHAT hardy perennial of post-

war politics, the great farm

debate, will reappear in 1958 in a

new disguise. This time the issue

may be: How many farmers do
we need?

Democrats seem ready to form
a Legislative League for the Pres-
ervation of Plowmen, while Re-
publicans will march as the Citi-
zens Assn. Against Subsidization
of Sodbusters.

Clearest indication of the shape
of the coming struggle came in
on the Aug. 6 hearing by a spe-
cial Senate agriculture subcom-
mittee on the nomination of Don
Paarlberg to be assistant secre-
tary of agriculture.

Paarlberg, chief theoretician of
the administration's farm policy
for the past four years, came in
for some rugged cross-examina-
tion from Sens. Stuart Syming-
ton (D-Mo) and Hubert H. Humph-
rey (D-Minn), strong critics of
that policy.

He lreely conceded that the ad-
ministration plan to lower price
supports was designed to turn
some farmers toward the “desir-
able alternatives™ of non-farm em-
ployment. But he denied Syming-
ton's charge that the policy “is
simply planned bankruptcy."”

Paarlberg had particular praise
for people who “continue to live
on their farms and take part-time
employment in an adjoining city.
In many cases, they are improv.
ing and increasing their farm op-
erations while they add this addi.
tional source of income."

HUMPHREY HOT

That observation appeared to en-
rage Humphrey. *‘Why should the
farmers be the only ones who get
less?” he demanded. ‘‘Because
they say to them, ‘Well now, it
things aren't good on the farm,
you have got a car that you can't
pay for; gu on into town and get a
then you can make up

is, the Minnesota senator

“The Young Folks Won't
Stay Home"’

shouted, “is just like saying to a
doctor, ‘Don't worry about your
profession. If you can't make
enough off being a doctor, there
is a chance in town you could
work in the g station. Go on
and get a job!' "

Whatever Humphrey may think
of it, thereis no doubt the trend
has set in. The United States lost
almost 10 million farm residents
from 1910 to 1956. In the last six
years alone, the number was cut
2.8 million, from 25.1 million to
22.3 million.

In the last three of those years,
however, the farm population re-
mained stable, as fewer farmers
moved to town and more began
commuting to city jobs

Chief factor in this historic de-

cline has been a migration from
farm to city that has averaged
about £50,000 persons a year sin
1950. The migrants include per-
sons of all ages, but most are in
their post-high school years.

An Agriculture Department
study showed half the farm resi-
dents who were between 13 and
18 in 1940 had moved off the far:
by 1950. As a result of this yo
ful migration, the age of the av-
erage farm resident is increasing
markedly.

In 1854, for instance, one.
of the farm operators in
country were over 65. More
three-fifths were over 45.

SOUTH BIG LOSER

The decline of farm pop
has been felt in all sect
the country, but most heavily in
the South, where one-seventh
the farm population has disap-
peared in the past six years

Administration economists r e
gard as significant the fact that
the migration from farms has
been heaviest in low-income farm
areas but the economic problem
remains most difficult in those
same areas because of high birth
rates. One estimate is that 1,280
000 farm youths in low-income
areas will reach working age this
decade, while only half as many
farm men in the same areas dis
or retire.

Unofficially, some government
experts think the farm population
will decline another five to seven
million by 1970 — down to 7 or 8
per cent of the national popula-
tion

NO ANSWER

Symington asked Paarlberg:
“How many farmers do you think
would have to shift from agricul-
ture to urban employment in or-
der to raise the economic level
of well-being of those in agricul-
ture to a desirable I 5

Paarlberg's reply: simply
cannot answer that question, but
:’lhink it would be a goodly num-
er.”

Sen. Johnson Rewards His Helpers

\\'ASHlNGlQN

HIS column recently reported the

amazing manipulations by which Sen.
Lyndon Johnson of Texas masterminded
the passage of civil rights bill and se-
cured adoption of the jury trial amend-
ment. T now find that I owe Sen. John-
son an apology.

1 underestimated his political prowess.
Here are some of his additional back-
stage moves which I did not know about.

It was young Sen. Frank Church of
Idaho who broadened the jury trial
amendment to include, among others,
jury trials for labor unions in case they
violated labor injunctions. This won the
potent support of the Railroad Brother
hoods, United Mine Workers, and Postal
Employes.

All Expenses

Sen. Church has now received his re-
ward. He and Mrs. Church have departed
for Rio de Janeiro, then on to Buenos
Aires to attend the Pan American Eco-
nomic Conference as part of the Ameri-
can delegation, all expenses paid.

As one of the youngest members of
the Senate, the attractive senator from
Idsho would not ordinarily rb:‘ such ap-

pointment. Many older senators would
like to take this nice trip to South Amer-
ica. Sen. Johnson, however, threw the
reward to Church.

Quick Judgeships

A lot of people wondered why Sens.
Schoeppel of Kansas and Butler of Mary-
land, both staunch administration Re-
pubhﬂm deserted the administration on
the jury trial amendment. These people,
like this column, underestimated Lyndon
Johnson. Here is the inside story of
what happened:

Both senators have wanted extra fed-
eral judges appointed in their states.
On Jan. 7, Sen. Schoeppel introduced a
bill to provide a new U.S. district judge
in Kansas. On Jan. 17, Sen. Butler intro-
duced a similar bill for a new judge in
Maryland. These bills went to the Sen-
ate Judiciary Committee, chairmanned by
Sen. Eastland of Mississippi, bitter foe
of civil rights. There they gathered dust
No action was taken.

Cue Taken

three days after the
dment was adopted . by

Sudden
trial ame

jury
the

Senate (and after both Schoeppel and
Butler voted for that amendment), their
two bills were reported out of the Senzte
Judiciary Subcommitee on Aug.
days later, they were reported to the [ull
Senate without a single comma or semi-
colon changed. Sen. Eastland, chairman,
had taken the cue from Lyndon Johnson.
Similar bills were introduced in the
last Congress but got nowhere. This time,
however, Sens. Butler and Schoeppel
voted for the jury trial amendment and
immediately got their reward.
Apologies to Lyndon for underesti-
mating his backstage ability.

Hoffa’s Ovation

Jimmy Hoffa, No. 2 teamster boss, got

a big ovation from Detroit home folks
last week. They threw a swank party
for him at the Sheraton-Cadillac Hotel.
Mayor Albert Cobo, Republican, was pres-
ent to pour on the praise and to con-
gratulate Jimmy on his recent acquittal.
Jimmy is now jumping once again
into Michigan polities. His friend, Cain-
cilwoman Blanche Parent Wise, has
named him to the Wayne County Board
of Supervisors. She and Hoffa are aleo

credited with a unique device to defeat
Ed Carey for councilman.

Two unknown Negro candidates, also
named Carey, have been placed on the
Detroit primary ballot. Amos Carey's
name comes just before Ed Carey and
Johnny Carey comes right after, Detroit
voters are going to have a hard time
knowing which Carey is which . . . Hoffa
has long been a staunch Republican, has
also long opposed Democratic Gov. Men-
nen Williams, the greatest vote getter
in the history of Michigan. Privately
Williams always hopes that Hoffa wlll
oppose him. Hoffa always fulfills that
wish. Williams always wins. Though a
Democrat in a Republican state, Williams
has been elected more times than any
other man in history.

‘Private’ Bills

Congressmen who refused to vote a
school cqnstruction bill this year simul-
taneously debated behind the closed
doors of the Ways and Means Commit.
tee how far they could go in passing
“private” bills. These are bills of spe-
cial interest to congressmen, usually to
do favors for individual constituenfts



