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Luna Still Orbits; Moscow Keeps Silent

JODRELL BANK, England,
(AP) — Jodrell Bank Observa-
tory said today the unmanned
Soviet spacecraft Luna 15 was
still orbiting the moon, despite a
temporary loss of signals that
caused scientists here to specu-
late earlier it had changed
course.

Observatory director Sir Ber-
nard Lovell said signals from
Luna 15 were received at 11:40
am. (6:40 EDT). He said the
probe’s two-hour path around
the moon was unchanged.

When signals were lost ear-

lier, an opservatory spokesman
said it appeared likely that the
probe had either landed on the
moon or was returning to earth.

He said it ws unlikely that
the probe had simply stopped
transmitting radio signals.

In Moscow, Soviet space au-
thorities continued the silence
on Luna 15 that has been main-
tained since Thursday, wien the
announcement was made that it
Lad started circling the moon.

Western scientific experts
here have cautioned against as-
suming that the prolonged lack

of new activity necessarily
means the spaceship has failed.

The Soviet sources here said
today that now an attempt will
be made to bring Luna 15 back
to earth from orbit, without a
moon landing. These were the
same Soviet sources who once
confidently predicted that the
spaceship would go down, scoop
up moon soil, then make a re-
turn flight.

the spaceship would not do any-
thing more than orbit the moon.

But the evidence available is
subject to different interpreta-
tion. In the absence of official
clarification of the Luna 15 mis-
sion, experts here and else-
where could do little but guess.

M. V. Keldysh, president of
the Soviet Academy of Sciences,
sent a telegram to U.S. astro-
naut Frank Borman Friday i
which he that Luna

This was a further i i
that all has not gone well with
Luna 15. The official Soviet
news agency Tass issued Friday
night a report that suggested

15 would remain in its present
orbit only until sometime today.

The Soviet message also as-
sured the United States that

Luna 15 would not interfere with
Apollo 11’s mission. The Rus-
sians said Luna 15 was following
an entirely different path
around the moon than that
planned for the astronauts.

That comment was borne out
by astronomer at Jodrell Bank
who said Luna 15 appeared to
pose no danger to Apollo 11.

Prof. John G. Davies said
Luna 15’s two-hour orbit took it
“hundreds of miles, maybe a
thousand miles” from the Apol-
1o landing site.

Lovell said Luna 15 remains
in a close orbit 62 to 75 miles

above the lunar surface and
was transmitting bursts of ra-
dio data.

But Davies and Lovell were
just as mystified as the experts
elsewhere as to the mission of
Luna 15.

Whatever happens, no an-
nouncement is expected from
Moscow officials. The Soviets
refrain from stating that a
spacecraft has a specific mis-
sion so that they don't have to
announce a failure.

The excitement over Luna 15
has been based on semiofficial
leaks. These were obviously
meant to give the impression

the Soviet Union is capable of
new space feats and does not
lag behind the United States as
much as it seems to.

The performance of Luna 15
up to this point has been a repe-
tition of other spaceships in the
series going back to 1966.

Even if Luna 15 accompanies
nothing else, the world is likely
to be left with the impression
that the Soviet Union came
close to something spectacular.
This would give a propaganda
triumph that, from the Kremlin
point of view, would do much to
help offset a performance fail-
ure.
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RUSSIANS SAY LUNA 15 WON'T CONFLICT WITH APOLLO 11
Frank Borman, Chris Kraft Pass the Word at Houston Space Center

Busy Trio on Apolio
Gets to Sleep Late

Moon Orbit Nearing,
All Continues Well

By PHIL GARNER and JOHN PENNINGTON

Aftanta Journal Staff Writers

HOUSTON—The busy Apollo 11 astronauts were allowed to
sleep longer than scheduled Saturday morning as they coasted at
1,940 miles an hour toward a Saturday afternoon orbit of the

moon.
Astronauts Neil Armstrong,

27 Enemy Slain,
No Americans Die

SAIGON (P—American troops killed 27 enemy soldiers but
suffered no casualties in a four-hour battle near Tay Ninh City,
50 miles nrothwest of Saigon, military spokesmen said Saturday.

The fight six miles northeast
of the key provincial capital,
which allied intelligence says
may be the main target of a
new enemy drive, was the only
major disruption reported as
the battlefield lull entered its
fifth week.

The battle Friday involved
troops of the 25th Infantry Divi-
sion. Later, B52 bombers struck
around Tay Ninh and at enemy
positions at the base of Black
Virgin Mountain. |

South Vietnam  President |
Nguyen Van Thieu, answering |
questions at a news conference,
said he did not believe U.S. and
South Vietnamese pohcymakers‘
should read any political impli-
cations into the battlefield lull. |

He said the Communists have
decreased their battlefield ac-
tivity many times, three or four
times this year alone, but only
to rest and re-equip their forces.

Thieu's opinion of the lull was
in accord with the expressed
views of most American com-
manders in Saigon. They be-
lieve the Communist command
is girding for another ‘“high
point” in its sporadic summer
campaign.

Gen. Earle Wheeler, chair-
man of the U.S. Joint Chiefs of
Staff, and Adm. John McCain
Jr., US. Pacific

flared Friday morning when |
| U.S. troops ran into an enemy

force of unknown size, a U.S.
headquarters communique said.

In the fight, the Americans at-
tacked with heavy machine
guns atop armored personnel
carriers and were supported by
artillery and rocket-firing heli-
copter gunships.

The fight was the biggest in-
volving American forces any-
where in the country since U.S.
1st Infantry Division troops and
air strikes killed 32 enemy in
virtually the same area July 12.

The B52s were called in for
follow-up raids against enemy
forces as they pulled back from
the fight. Two raids were car-
ried out later Friday and anoth-
er early Saturday.

The bomber attacks around
Tay Ninh and strikes directed at
nearby Black Virgin Mountain
are part of a US. effort to

squelch the growing enemy
threat to Tay Ninh City. Al-
though some U.S. sources said
they believed the threat had
eased in recent days, a total of
nine B52 missions have been
flown in Tay Ninh since early
Thursday.

PINEY WOODS PETE Says:

DEAR MISTER EDITOR:

The Maryland Board of Mo-
tion Picture Censors has
banned a Swedish film which
shows the sex act in frank
terms, saying if they can’t ban
that sort of thing, they can’t
ban anything.

They indicate they may go
out of business if the courts
reverse their ruling.

Maybe they should go out of
business. The public should
not think it has some protec-
tion when in fact it has none.

Yours truly,
PINEY WOODS PETE

Thieu Vows South
To Continue Fight

SAIGON (P—President Nguyen Van Thieu said Saturday that
if the Communists do not accept his latest peace proposals, “the
South Vietnamese people will have no choice but to continue

to fight.”

He said he hoped that in this
case the United States “would
continue to defend freedom” in
South Vietnam.

Answering questions at a
news conference, Thieu also
said he would do everything he
could to enable South Viet-
namese forces to replace Amer-
ican troops. But he cautioned
that U.S. withdrawal must be a
gradual process.

Asked if he agreed with for-
mer U.S. Defense Secretary
Clark Clifford, who proposed
that all U.S. combat troops be
pulled out by the end of 1970,
Thieu said only that a “‘very im-
portant part” of these troops
could be withdrawn, and only if

MOTHER WANTED QUIET

are investigating the meaning of
the current lull. They are on a
four-day Vietnam tour expected
to end Sunday.

Wheeler and McCain also are
understood to be examining the
prospects for further withdraw-
als of American troops beyond
the 25,000 now being pulled out.

The fight near Tay Ninh City

Forecast: Hot
With Showers

Afternoon and evening thun-
dershowers are in the forecast
for another hot weekend, the
U.S. Weather Bureau says.

Throughout Georgia skies will
be fair to partly cloudy. The
showers will be widely scattered
over the state, with morning
temperatures ranging from 67-
73, and highs from 88 to 94.

Atlanta’s weather will be fair
to partly cloudy and hot, with a
20 per cent chance of afternoon
thundershowers Sunday.

Low Sunday morning will be
70 and the afternoon high, 90.

Sunrise Sunday will be at 6:41

a.m, and sunset at 8:46 p.m.

Her Children Swim,

Die With

17 Others

ANGERS, France (UPI)—For Mme. Anni Mauge, 36,
the chance to get her two sons out from underfoot for a few
hours was irresistible. A summer camp had offered to look
after any children who wanted to go swimming.

Her sons, Christian, 12, and Gilles, 11, were among 19
children who drowned in the swift-flowing Loire River Friday
when the sandy bank on which they played collapsed into

the river.

Mme. Mauge wept and berated herself for being glad to
have the house to herself for an afternoon.
“I know it was good for them, but I was glad for a bit

of peace and quiet,

" she said, in tears.

“Now, I'll have too

Police frogmen had recovered 10 bodies from the murky

waters. A 50-yard stretch of

the bank fell into the Loire.

Local officials said the collapse occurred on a stretch of the
Loire notorious for unstable banks.

Two other families lost two children each in the tragedy.
All were between 11 and 14 but almost none of the children
who drowned could swim. Only four managed to make their

way back to the shore.

A judge issued a complaint of negligent homicide against
the four camp counselors, two men and two girls, who were
supposed to watch over the children.

The village of Ponts de Ce where most of the children

lived was in mourning.

South Vietnam gets enough U.S.
equipment and funds.

Thieu also said he hopes the
Viet Cong’s National Liberation
Front will reconsider its ‘“for-
mal rejection” of a proposal he
made July 11 for free elections
with NLF participation. He indi-
cated that he would make no
more offers to them, and said
his latest one should not be con-
sidered “‘a sign of weakness.”

Thieu disagreed with some
South Vietnamese senators and
other politicians who have com-
plained that he violated the con-
stitution by inviting the NLF to
take an electoral role and by not
consulting the National Assem-
bly before making his offer.

He said the constitution gives
him the right to make a ““peace
initiative.” And he said that if
any final solution to the war is
arranged, he would first consult
the people and the National As-
sembly.

On other matters, Thieu dis-
counted speculation that the
present lull in enemy attacks
has political significance and
predicted that attacks will re-
sume after the enemy is rested
and has new supplies.

Thieu said in answer to anoth-
er question that he would have
“many things” to discuss with
President Nixon if Nixon comes
to Vietnam later this month dur-
ing his trip around the world.
But he did not confirm that Nix-
on would visit Vietnam.

Asked later by Vietnamese
newsmen about changes he is
expected to make in his Cabi-
net, Thieu said he intended to
broaden its base by allowing
members of various political
groups to participate. He said
the changes “would bring about
more efficiency and more de-
mocracy.”

He did not indicate when he
wou'd make the changes or
what posts would be affected.

Edwin Aldrin and Michael Col-
lins entered the moon’s gravi-
tational influence at about 11:15
p.m. Friday, shortly before go-
ing to sleep. At that point, their
spacecraft was 215,048 miles
from earth and 48,8% miles
from the moon.

A fourth scheduled course
correction was passed up Satur-
day morning when ground con-
trollers decided the spaceship s
trajectory would take it into
lunar orbit without the rocket
burn,

Controllers thus allowed the
astronauts to remain asleep.

At about 6:40 a.m., however,
astronaut Aldrin awoke on his

own and radioed Mission Control
Centel here.

“Are we going to need MC
(mid course) number four?” Al-
drin asked the ground.

“That’s negative,” the con-
troller replied, * Ianm.ng
to let you sleep a lntle more.”

THE CONTROLLER attempt-
ed to continue the conversation,
but got no response from Aldrin.

“Well, so much for that,” the
gro\md controller said.

“Looks like they're gonna
turn over and go back to sleep.”

The astronauts were to have
arisen at 6:30 a.m., but were
allowed an extra two hours’
rest.

Mission controllers said “all
continues to go well on the
flight™

If all goes according to plan,
the command ship, called Co-
lumbia, linked to the lunar land-
ing craft, called Eagle, will fire
its rocket to enter a lopsided
lunar orbit Saturday afternoon
of 69 by 195 miles. A second
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APOLLO 11 ASTRONAUT BUZZ ALDRIN AT WORK IN LANDING MODULE
Was Looking for Bracket for Camera That Will Record Landing

BACTERIA,

EXHAUST GASES

Man’s Pollution ‘Progress’
To Contaminate the Moon

HOUSTON (P—Like a spread-
ing virus, man in his time has
corrupted and polluted the
waters, the air and the land of
the earth that gives him life.

And now, he is reaching out to
contaminate the moon.

He will pollute its thin atmos-
phere. He will spread his own
bacteria onto its surface. He
will—as he has done already—
litter the moon with things he no
longer needs.

Such is the price the moon

will pay for receiving two astro-
nauts this weekend. It is una-
voidable if man is to go there.

The braking rocket which will
settle the lunar module on the
moon’s surface will discharge
five tons of exhaust gases onto
the moon, by one estimate.

This wil lI equal five per cent of
| the moon’s total existing atmos-
wphere, if the guesses of some
| scientists are correct. The
| earth, by contrast, has about six
\quadnlhon tons of atmosphere.

Thor, Crew Quit

Battered

Reed Boat

CHRISTIANSTED, V.I. (P—Deciding repairs were impossible,
Thor Heyerdahl and his six-man crew abandoned the battered
reed boat Ra Friday night 600 miles from their destination.

The unanimous decision was
made after one crewman was
chased by sharks when he dived
under the ship to try to secure
two papyrus ropes that had
broken loose.

Heyerdahl and his men board-
ed the escorting fishing craft
Shenandoah and sailed for
Bridgetown, Barbados, where
they were expected Sunday
night or Monday.

Herb Schoenbohm, a ham ra-
dio operator in Christiansted,
St. Croix, who has been in dally
contact with the Ra, quoted
Heyerdahl as saymg the Ra
might drift by itself to Barba-

dos.

“I think the main thing is that
they were just tired,” said
Schoenbohm. “They have had a
hell of an ordeal the last 70 days
or so.”

He said the Ra lost its yard-

arm in a storm several days
ago. As a result, its speed was
reduced from 60 miles a day to
25 miles. He estimated that at
that rate it would have taken
them three weaks to reach Bar-
bados.

““The ship had iost its maneu-
verability, cargo and rigging
were crashing ~around, water
was crashing over the ship
they just had enough,’ " sald
Schoenbohm. “They weren't out
to set an endurance record.”

Heyerdahl, the Norwegian an-
thropologist who sailed the raft
Kon Tiki across the Pacific, and
his crew left Morocco May 25
trying to prove the Egyptians
could have sailed to America in
papyrus boats more than 4,000
years ago. Heyer told
Schoenbohm he thought he had
been successful in this effort.

L)

Bacteria and other organisms
will leak out at the rate of 1,000
per minute from each of the two
special spacesuits worn by Neil
A. Armstrong and Edwin E.
Aldrin Jr. That fotals more than
300,000 germs during their walk-
ing and working on the moon.

Nothing can prevent it. Even
surgeons and nurses in sup-
posedly sterile operating rooms
exude more microbes than that
from their bodies—not just their
breath but from their skins as
well—even after they have
serubbed up and donned special
gowns.

So common are microbes—
many of which are essential to
maintain animal and human
health—that Dr. Theodor Rose-
bury, emeritus professor of bac-
uenology at Washington Uni-
versity in St. Louis, estimates in
a new book, “Life on Man,” that
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STREET SCENES

Walking Rainbow: Quick
shower catching gentleman in
bnght blue shirt and daughter
in bright red smock outside
on Ponce de Leon, but luck-
ily he has bright green um-
brella in hand.

Bu!ard Highway motorists

puzeling over red car with

vhxlds underthings stretched
over tag.

Lady visitor to Capitol tell-
ing newspaperman he should
be ashamed of himself uﬂer
press conference in which the
man’s question caused a poli-
tician’s temper to erupt.




