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New Mechanical Inspection Bill Meets
Standards Of Logic And Convenience

FTER two months of artful dodging
and furtive fidgeting, the General
Assembly -is finally face to face with the
responsibility to act on a motor vehicle
inspection law. A bill to establish a sys-
tem of safety checks at state-licensed
garages was introduced Wednesday by
Rep. Carroll Holmes of Perquimans.
It is a reasonable and feasible propo
designed to overcome principal objec-
tions to the short-lived 1947 law. If en
acted it will be a major contribution to
the cause of highway safety.

But elephants and politicia
forget. Reaction to North Carol
mechanical inspection law was fierce
Long waiting lines at inspection lanes
made car-owners impatient. When the ve-
hicle was disapproved, the driver had
to get the defect remedied and then go
through the whole waiting process again
Many motorists felt that strict inspection
standards which went beyond the re-
quirements of laws in force wers not
clearly related to safety. Some Tar Heels
even doubted that periodic inspection
was necessary; others just didn't want to
be bothered.

This ample supply of left-over ire is
easily transferred to the new proposal
and certain obliging politicians are happy
to lead the crusade.

HIS is unfortunate for several rea-

sons.

First, the present proposal differs in
many important respects from the old
1947 law—and these differences deal ef-
fectively with most of the objections
which led to its repeal.

Second, there are welcome signs that
the Tar Heel public is at last coming
around to the idea that safety checks are
worthwhile. In 1956, North Carolina led
the nation in its response to voluntary
inspections. During one week campaigns
last May, nearly 200,000 automobiles and
trucks were inspected in 102 cities and
towns in the state—roughly one-eighth
of all the motor vehicles registered in
Vorth Carolina, Out of 31,000 cars re-
jected for mechanical defects, 13.000
were brought back for rechecks after
defects were corrected.

NLIKE the 1947 law, the new plan
would net involve state-operated
inspection stations. It is proposed that
motorists take their cars to the garages
they usually patronize. Most garages amd
many service stations would be inspec-
tion stations. The motorist could simply
tell the mechanic to fix whatever needed
fixing and to put an approval sticker on
the car. The charge for the inspection
and the sticker together would be not
more than $1. Any repairs necessary
would, of course, be exira
It would be possible for the motorist
to have his car inspected at one station
and repaired at another without an addi-
tional inspection fee
There are possible disadvantages in

r instance

standards

the new plan, of course. Fc
there might be a variation
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ht even
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on to the next
rate, the advantages would out-
the disadvantages num-
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apid service with a
minimum of waiting in line. Motorists
would travel a minimum distance to be
inspected. Inspections could also be con
centrated within a few weeks instead of
being carried on throughout the year.
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available to provide

inspection
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r regular safety checks

se to anyone
who does ch traveling on Tar Heel
highways at night. The number of cars

encountered with a headlight out or tail

lights missing is often rather frightening.
In addition to lights, the brakes, horn,
steering mechanism and windshield wi-
per would be inspected under the terms
of the new law. Registration cards would
also be subject to inspection as a means
of detecting stolen cars

It is eonservatively estimated in North
Carolina that mechanical defects are re-
sponsible for 5 to 10 per cent of all mo-
tor vehicle accidents

Says the State Department of Motor
Vehicles

“Even if mechanical failure caused
only 5 per cent of the accidents in North
Carolina, had there been no mechanical

failures more than 50 people now dead
might still be alive.”
Critics of the bill have already point

ed out that statutes covering mechanical
equipment and its operating condition
are already on the books for use any
time the State Highway Patrol cares to
make a spot check. It is true that the
state already has the authority to inspect

equipment in road blocks (G.S. 20-183)
and when there is reason to believe that
some item is defective (G.S. 20-49 d)

But this hit-or-miss technique is totally
inadequate. What is needed is a regular,
systematic program of mechanical inspec-
tion of all motor vehicles, one which

leaves nothing to chance
. . .
“ system of periodic mechanical in
£ spections is a necessity in North
Carolina. It will save lives and money.
Rep. Holmes has introduc a
which would provide the basic minimum

Postal Service Must Be Maintained

HOUGH the furor may seem to belie
the fact, there is nothing un-Amer-
ican about Postmaster General Summer-
field’s threatened cutbacks in the pos-
tal service. Pony express riders are a
permanent fixture in American history,
and many living Americans remember
when the mailman used to meander
along in a horse-drawn buggy
That was, however, an earlier America.
And the horse-and-buggy aspects of the
Summerfield emergency plan have no
place in a modern society held together
by the sinews of swift communications.
Fast, efficient postal service is no lux-
ury in 19 it is an industrial, commer-

program. It has the blessing of the Mo-
tor Vehicles Department. It is simple.
It is logical. It should be enacted into
law. ‘

cial and personal necessity, particularly

to such distribution centers as Charlotte

Mr. Summerfield's plea of insufficient
funds to maintain present service seems
justified in some respects. Certainly rap-
idly spreading residential areas have ne-
cessitated increased spending for per.
sonnel and machinery

Congress can determine whether the
department has spent wisely, and whe-
ther there has been excessive experimen-
tation in the use of gadgets. It should
do so with an eye to the new budget
Meantime, funds actually required to
maintain present service should be pro-
vided

Buffalo Bill is defunct

P. G. Procktor In The Manchester Guardian

REST CURE—RUSSIAN STYLE

OCHI, in the Soviet Union, is a health

resort. It is necessary to understand
this in order to explain the strangeness
of its atmosphere.

Before 1 arrived there, I had not
known what to expect. The beauty of
the coastline of the Black Sea is legen-
dary, so would it be as gay and roman-
tic as Capri? Or, since it was in Russia,
would it not rather be like a loud and
overorganized holiday camp?

Sochi was none of these things. In-
stead of hotels, the town consists
clusively of sanatoriums, the word hav-
ing here not the German Baden-Baden
sense—that is, a place to cure people of
any given disease — but meaning a place
where people rest, in the sun and air,
with diets and physical exercises and at-
tendant medical staff and segregated
beaches, and where they prepare them-
selves for the coming year's work

The atmosphere, in spite of the in
credible beauty of the surroundings, w:

®

dead. I noticed this very soon after our
arrival at the sanatorium for railway
workers at which we stayed. I was sit
ting on the grounds of the sanatorium

surrounded by shade trees.
to time, Russians, dressed
striped pajama suits, which they wear
everywhere there, walked past, usua
in groups of two or three talking some
times, picking leaves and giving st

rom fime
mostly in

laughs, that had none of the gaiety or
spontaneity -that one would expect in
such a place

It was later. sitting on the mixed

part of the beach attached to the sana-
torium, that, I think, I discovered the
reason for this apparent lack of gaiety
Besides my chaperon, without whom no
foreigner is allowed on to the beach
even, never mind into the sea — a safety
precaution I had sitting with me a
blonde Russian woman who had informed
me with some pride that she was an
ordinary” railway worker.

“Are you alone? I asked quite
honorably: “I mean, are you staying here
by yoursel{?

“Yes replied

“Are most of the people staying here
with their families?”

she

“No
“Where are their families?
“Back at home at their jobs. The

workers apply for permits to come here

and rest, and if they get them they come
But they can’t bring all their families
wvith them

So that was it. Henpecked husbands
children-we wives come from all the
is of Russia to these palatial sanator-

of which there one for every
ession even a sanatorium for ar-
of all sorts to get away from
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JOHN F. KENNEDY
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Kennedy Keeps Busy Talking

WASHINGTON

\ THAT precise planning and un-
limited means can do for an
attractive politician who wants to

John Fitz-
who was elected
fo the Senate from Massachusetts
landslide of
in the
House. A sudden alliance of south-
erners opposed to Sen. Estes Ke-
fauver with the big city leaders
almost put Kennedy in the second
ticket in

he drama of that occasion and
his sportsmanship in defeat made

most sought-after

gn. W
he made

addition to

distributed among
Democratic gatherings elsewhere.
Alabama
ebraska, Delaware

percentage of

e

slate engagements reflects the
senator’s immediate goal, which is
to prove himself the greatest vote
getter the swing state of Massa-

be President will be demonstrated chusetts has ever seen. Kennedy
at the 1960 Democratic national will be up for re-election in 1958,
Sapracsion TIDAL WAVE

The politician is the young

Victory by a tidal wave could
well serve his hopes in several
ways. Obviously any candidate
gaids prestige when he swamps
his opposition, but the special cir-
cumstances of the 1960 contest
would give Kennedy an extra di-
vidend

Democrats regard Vice Presi-
dent Nixon as the man they will
have to beat in 1960. They per-
ceive that he is already directing
an unabashed appeal at the mi-
norities, especially the Negroes,
who hold the balance of power in
the big states where elections are

himseli and his own sr stalt] ‘woior lost
available to Democratic candi ,,,N tearned twice against
dates all over the countr i annocat - That- (1he
ho .1 of Franklin Roosevelt
HATIONAL HENAND: farry Truman on those mi-
That demand continues Be- s been relaxed. They
tween January 1 and March 27 )u\ been dangerously re-
1957, Kennedy hm 668 written in
vitations to speak, with virtyally is the reason southern
every state of the Union repre pcrats have been induced to

D
moderate their adamant stand

telephone at against federal civil rights legis-
a day lation.

15 of them  Massachuselts is a hig stata

balance with vocal minorities. The Ken«

nedy partisans are working tos

ward the of avalanche of

Democratic votes there next year
which will enable them to argue
that their man is the answer to
Nixon.

Cal-

home

Dulles’ Blographlcal Halo Has Some Big HolesInlt

clear throu cin eak and misguided him, if possible. in what way he the end.” The Dulles method pre-
By STEWART ALSOP : » Ko il believed that the was misguided. Despite British- vailed because hl m‘.Am the in-
WASHINGTON a “con to swing moral French rejection of this theory. tluence of the United States so
SXHIBIT A in the forthcoming Purposeful” policy. nion to bear on him and show the Dulles method prevailed in vigorously that fighting was
i ; stopped within a week. This wa
\.N';)]Hr;”m‘: l“‘?“;ﬂl\l P:-‘\" waging peace' with genuine
in the Middle East ought to be a . . . skill.”
2, & "
new book about Secrefary of State Well, We Certainly Botched This Job. What'll We o e T
John Foster Dulles by John Rob- Y torcad Midds: Eestecs® aiows
inson Beal of Time magazine 7, ’ ’ 0 S LR, IGe SaElELD e
: S— r ret’’ down was a big net plus for the
The book contains a long and Stomp It Secret’ O TOP Secre nilan Beatker 1t crabted x: porit
passionate defense of the Dulles pletely new understanding of mo-
Middle Eastern policies, and ac- tives in ‘neutral’ parts of the
cording to the author it “benefils world Which added immensely to
from personal interviews with the sta the United Stat 1S
(Dulles' which have provided in- ra) leader i the Hight  for
sight into his official actions.”” In peace.”
short, it is a kind of White Paper
or lawyer's brief, for the Dulles HOPEFUL VERSION
policies, based on facts a ter
policies, based op {acts. and in This is a remarkably. hopeful

pretations supplied in large part
by Dulles himself

As is a fasc
ment, A pravions report bas. dos

ating doc

scribed how Beal reveals that
Dulles consciously brought on the

Middle Eastern crisis by with-
drawing the American ofter to aid
in building the Aswan Dam in
the most brutal and insulting
way possible. The rest of the Mid-
dle Eastern section of the book is
designed to prove that, in thus
forcing_a Middle E

down, Dulles brought of cess-
f a truly major gambit in
the cold war greatly 1o the

benefit of the United States
VIOLENT REACTION

evident

Because of the

or perhaps Du
sion of the crisis may be sur
marized as follov

Egypt’s Colonel Nasser reac
violently to the calculated si
the face, as Dulles had expected.
He nationalized the Suez Canal
and thus “‘precipitated the
est crisis the Western Powers had
faced in the Middle F
was over prod
shocking

powers

fore it
mendou:
the

West

split occurred bec
1

Dulles’ opposite number, British
Foreign Minister Selwyn

consciously “misled” the An
can  government The
French-British plot to
canal” made President Eisenhow-

seize

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

ASHINGTON

LITTLE-NOTICED but vitally impor
£ tant incident took on the Sen
ate floor the other day. It occurred in
full view of the press ga but v

»peared in the newspapers about
it
Two senators, first a Repu
liams of Delaware; then
s of Illinois, tried t
vote on a move
ions eiven to
panies. They ¢

Shy Solons

The 10 hands needed were not nec
e the oil com
pa vote either
for ators ducked
o 10 know how
] hun.
d 1 umped
5 cam

a a tica
c eat i Amer

—tERR Ok
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ators cooperate by voting for continued
tax concessions.”

Little of this, however,
for the public to read and
Here is the full story

pened

Honest Chumpxon

Sen. Wi a
turkey farm
ing from the duPont

recorded
about
hap

was
know
[ what

Republic
who, com
Delaware,

state of

could not easily be elected if he were
not a conservative. He had been waging
a 3 paign for honest taxes
and. honest tax collection. For a time
he got some support from Secretary of
the Treasury ”umlmu\ who stated pub.
licly that the per cent depletion
allowance given the o lustry was too

much.

The Bonanza
Before '!\(‘ corporat
for r al '4'( eek,

So two
Vermont
him  whispered
promise at 20 per ce
a roar of neg
proposal too

the “no” chorus were
Democrats Lyndon Johnson of Texas.
great friend of the oil lobby, Russe
Long of Louisiana, who owns underwater
oil lands in the Gulf of Mexico; and

' Those leading

Frank Carlson (Kans.) with Everett Dirk
sen (I Republicans.

Williams then tried for a show of
hands to get a roll-call vote to require

names to be recorded for and
against the oil companies. He got only
four hands: Douglas (Ill.). Neuberger
(Ore.), Democrats; with Aiken and his
own (Williams') hand, Republicans

senators’

New Compromise

Then Douglas, a former economics pro-
fessor at the University of Chicago and
a tax expert, proposed a further com-
promise. He urged that little oil com-
panies with a net income of less than $1
000,000 be allowed the full 27'2 per cent

tax benefit. Companies with a net in
come of $1,000,000 to $5.000,000, he pro-
sed, should get 20 per cent allowance
Companies more than $5,000,000
L. wed wuld get 15 per cent
This, however, was also roared down
Democratic leader Lyndon Johnson led

he chorus.

Pocketbook Senator

Then Dou, asked for a roll-call vote.
He needed 10 hands. The Democrats
pride themselves on being the champions

version of the crisis,
pear to be a coupl
In the first place. the British de-
cision to join the “plot” may ha
been an act of folly, but it was not
an act of insanity. The British' be

but there ap-
of gaps in it

came wvinced, with reason,
that the Dulles policy, however
“moral”" and “consistent and pur-
pose not _prevent the
violently hostile Nasser from

gaining total control of the canal
—a prospect lhey regarded, also
with reason, -as intolerable.

The intolerable prospect is now
a From here on out, the
Western Europeans will have to
get used to the unhappy feeling of
t’s knife at their economic
If Nasser has been shown
in what way he was misguided,”
he gives no signs of it. Indeed,
from his point of view, his policy
has not been misguided at all, but
triumphantly successful

Moreover, the Beal brief for
Dulles leaves the real key ques-
tion unanswered. Why was the
“influence of the United States™
wielded in such a way that Nas-
ser was relieved of all pressure
from Britain, France, and Israel,
while at the same time no Ameri-
can influence of any sort was
brought to bear on Nasser for a
commitment on the canal or any-
thing else?

Give Secretary Dulles all due
credit for energy and perspicacity,
and our allies all due blame for
folly. Until the key question is
answered, it will be hard to ac-
cept the theory that Dulles’ deci-
sion to force a Middle Eastern
showdown was really quite the
brilliant diplomatic gambit his bi-
ographer claims for him.

Senate Ducks Roll Call On Qil Taxes

of little business and the common man.
Only six of them, however, were willing
to stand up and be counted: Lausche of
Ohio, McNamara of Michiga, Humphrey
of Minnesota, Carroll of Colorado, Neu-
berger and Douglas. Three Republicans
also raised their hands: Javits of New
York, Aiken and Williams.

While Williams and Douglas made re.
peated pleas for a ‘rollcall vote, Sens,
Long, Kerr, Carlson and Dirksen, to-
gether with gLyndon Johnson, slipped
around on the Senate floor, urging col-
leagues to keep their hands down.

Kerr's Holdings

Afterward Sen. Kerr confided to
Charlie Murray, son of the elder-states-
man senator from Montana: “If they'd
got a roll call, the opposition could have
rolled up 40 votes against us

By “us,” he meant the oil companies,
Sen. Kerr, through his compady, Ke

McGee, owns $10 million of oil-gas lands,
on which he has received a gross income
as high as $14 million. In 1950 his net
was $1218,627, on which his company
paid a tax of only $6949—as a result
of generous tax benelits givén the oil
industry.

A senator
terest in any

who has a pocketbook in-
legislation is not supposed
to vole on it. let alone lobby. But. Sen.
Kerr was busy as a bird-dog blocking
any roll call on the oil depletion allow-

ance.
\




