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Park Board's
Big Surplus
Vanish

es

ews Staff Photo by Tom Franklin- Frankiin)

Park Surplus Will Bulld Scenic Park Behind Mint

By CHARLES KURALT
Charlotte News Staff Writer
(Third In A Series)

West side residents,

turned down again yesterday

in

their quest for a park, might be asking themselves a ques-

tion today:

“What happened to the Park Board surplus?”

They were told when they went before the City Coun-
cil the same thing they were told when they went before
the Park & Recreation Commission—a]l the money is al-

located or spent,

But hardly a year ago, the newspapers were filled with
page one stories about a $243,000 sur plus the Park & Rec-
veation Commission didn’t know it had. Isn't there enough

to buy.
The answer — like lhe answer
to so many questions in present
day Charlotte — is to be found
in the phenomenal fact of the
city’s growth; A quarter of a
million dollars doesn't last long
when there are a quarter of a
million people needing it.
Dotted all over the city map
are park projects calling for al-
tention,

‘o
Short And Long

The simple fact is the Park
Board is once again short on
money and long on need.

It seems unreasonable to ack
west side citizens to buy their
own park land — even when the
park board follows up dulifully
and promises (o uevclop the land
once it's bou;

But this Is a policy born of
necessity. Only twice in recent
years has the park board offered
fo buy any land, It bought the
Veterans Park site and it's go-
ing to buy property at Bryant
Park which it suddenly discov-
ered a couple of years ago it
didn’t . nwn

.
Donat:ons Help

Otherwise, it depends upon do-
nations — and if it didn’t, Park
Supt. Marion Diehl insists, there
would be plenty of sites owne
by the city, but no parks be-
cause there would be no money
to develop them.

This won't do much for the
ruffled tempers of the west sid-
ers, but here’s where the surplus
went, or is going:

1, $14,000
reation warehouse for
playground equipment,
and machinery.

2. $2,000 — Pickup truck for
hpulmg nurposc

57,

— Park & Rec-
storing

vehicles

ew arts and
mﬂs wm hop across Cecil St
from Park Center.

4. $10,000 — l'dr:"hM Park. In-
stallation of basketball court
and all-purpose area at Queens
Rd. and Edgehill Rd. This proj-
ect is nearly completed

5. $5,000 — Sedgefield Park.
Basketball and tennis courts
were installed here.

6. $8,000 — Double Oaks Park
A new park has been developed
near the Double Oaks commu-
nity center,

7. $12,000 — Biddleville Park
This money has been allocated
for a major project in the crowd-
ed Biddleville Negro section. The
park is under construction.

8. $12,000 — Oakhurst Park.
This is a new park under con-
struction near Oakhurst School

‘Passive’ Park
9. $30,000 — Eastover Par
This park, now on the planning

boards, will be a “passive” or
scenie park on the wide expanse
of land behind the Mint Mu-

/

+

| set

park site?

seum, It will offer extensive
gardens for Sunday strollers and
is a move in the direction rec-
ommended by the Allen recrea-
tion report. There will be no
ball fields or playground facil-
ities

HI $30,000 — Bryant Park.
This money will go to buy land
currently not owned by the
Park & Recreation Comumission
(though it is_developed as
park), to build a new e
and added facilities for west
side recreation

P00 — Reserve Fund,

‘Tax revenue comes in a hlLIe zt
a time and an emergeacy op-
erating cushion is needed, Also,
because money for the exten-

sive summer program in the
parks doesnt come in until
July 1, a reserve fund is needed
to start the program rolling in
June.

12. $76,000 — Operating ex-
penses. When the park surplus
was discovered last year, the
City Council cut the tax rate
for recreation purposes from 8
cents to § cents. The park board
used §76,000 of its surplus to
make up the’ difference in rey-
enue.

New Park Fund

In addition to these
fund” projects (and park offi-
cials, by the way, would prefer

that you call it “Funds Avail-
able For Development Of New
Parks") there are two other big
projects underway.

They will be paid for with
some $50,000 that's left from the
million dollar

park bond issue.

- Heights for
Ne; he 18-acre Veter-
ans Park, which Supt. Marion

ys will be second only
to hu*dol.! Park as a recrea-
tion spot and showplace.

As of the last audit of Park &
Recreation books, the park board
had $170,497.45.

That will last until July, when
a new operating budget of some
$475,000 will come along

Half a million dollars is a lot
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Our Weather

h scattered

See

Continued mild wit

howers and thundershowers
through Friday.

Low this morning 51

Low tomorrow morning 57

High today

High yesterday

High tomarrow

Sunrise today 6.06 am.; s

More Weather Data on Page 2A
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Through Southland
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S on page 10-A

Jonas Says
He Opposes
P.O.Cuts

By JULIAN SCHEER
Charlotte News Staff Writer

Tenth District Rep. Charles
Raper Jonas told The News
today he will oppose, both in
committee and on the floor
of Congress, any attempt to
curtail current mail deliveries
and the closing of post offices
on Saturday.

He also said he would be .in
favor of granting the Post Office
Dept.'s requests for supplemental
funds — if a full investigation re
veals the momey can not be cut
from other parts of the service—
to assure continuation of the serv.
ices.

Rep. Jonas commented by tele-
phone from Washington on state-
ments by Postmaster General Ar-
thur E mmerfield that cuts in
ce were contemplated, effec-
tive Saturday, if extra funds were
not granted until the end of the
fiscal year on July 1

SERVICE AFFECTED

Summerfield told a House ap-
propriations subcommittee the fol-
lowing services would be affected:

Discontinuance of city carrier
delivery of all classes of mail on
Saturdays: closing of post offices
on Saturday and discontinuance
of rural delivery of all classes
of mail; discontinuance of money
orders; reduction of deliveries to
business districts to one per day;
embargo the acceptance of third-
class mail except merchandise;
suspension of employe leaves un-
til after July 1; suspension of the
purchase of uniforms until after|
July; and stopping of purchases
of sorting cases, conveyors,
weight vehicles and other equip-
ment and supply items.

Rep. Jonas is not a member of
the subcommitfee which heard
Summerfield, but is a member of

in the living room of th

P Photoias)
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Frenchman Maurice Chavigny (Right) Is Held For Killing Of McReynoldses

French War Hero Guns Down
Retired General And Wife

. PETERSBURG, Fla. (?—
A small but compact and much-
decorated French war hero last
night shot and killed a retired
general and his wife in their

luxurious home.

Detective Lt. Ralph H. Lee said
two counts of murder would be
filed against' Maurice M. Chavig-
ny, 44, of Paris, in the deaths of
Brig. Gen, Wilbur R. McReynolds,

64, and his wife Faye, 61.

daval

| the gun and bicycle after an argu-

er a three-mile chase. Two shots
hit _the car.

Chavigny orally admitted the
shooting, Lee said, and he gave
this account:

Chavigny, here on a tourist’s
visa, wanted to leave and planned
to buy a bicycle and a gun, ride
off and kill himself. He bought

ment yesterday, returneu to the
McReynolds home, put on his
United Nations uniform and told

d the

C and K rations used by armed
forces during World War II, was

ot five times and his wife twice
o

in an exclusive resident
FOLLOWED ABGUMENT 7

Lee said the shooting followed
an argument with Chavigny, who
been a guest since Thanks-
ng Day. Police arrested Cha-
vigny in the McReynolds’ car aft-

area.

%3

Mrs. he was leaving.

She argued with him and he
shot her. McReynolds came after
him and he killed the retired gen-
eral, got into the car and drove
away.

 LEAVE

Chavigny told police the argu-

ment arose over his plans to leave

the McReynolds homeé,
McReynolds, who was an artist

and majored in education at Ohio

the full House Appropriations
See JONAS on page 2A

Sub Workers
Face Layoffs

A[)Dlﬂ\]m tely 55 substitute
workers at the Charlotte Post |t
Office may be thrown out of
work if Postmaster General Ar-
thur E. Summerfield makes dras-
tic cuts in Postal service.

This seems to be the most se-
rious threat hanging over the
Charlotte Post Office.

Charlotte Postmaster George
E. Wilson Jr. is on vacation and
other officials at the Post Office
said thev had received no infor-
mation from Washington. But
it was an open secret at the Post
Office today that substitute
workers would be the ones to
feel the economy pinch

Post ol'lxu workers are em-

ployed as “substitutes” and work
varied schedules until they re-
ceive appointments and-are as-

signed to regular hours.
COST MONEY
|

h Jordan, president of Lo-
National Association of
rriers, said “it looks like

Post _Office
“this will affect about a
third of our force.”

He said about a
ks are substitutes
law will not peum.v m»
ce to lay off a reg

“It's the suba\lmlr( who
will be cut.”

Another Postal worker here de-|
fended Summerfield, saying, “he|
can't spend what he hasn't got.”
But said another: “He spent the
money on equipment and expan-
sions. We've got more equlpmenl
here now than we need.”

third of l]\m

If Mr. Summerfield puts his|
proposals into effect, the Char-|
lotte Post Office will operate a

“‘Sunday schedule”
BUILDING OPEN

This means that the building|
will be open for those who wish|
to mail letters or take mail (r()m\
boxes. Stamp, parcel post md oth-|
er windows will not be

Officials also said that
ied, or branch Post
|tions will in all probability re-|

ain closed most of the day, op-|
g for an hour or so to permit
persons to take mail from their

on Saturdays.

(L) si-

Gen.LeMay Named
A.F.Vice Chief

WASHIN(‘TO\' (® — Gen, Cur-
s E. LeMay, Chief of the Stra-
tegu: Air Command, today
apped to become Vice Chief of
Sla.f of the Air Force.

In another major appointment,
the Defense Department an-
nounced that Gen. Lyman Lem.
nitzer, now Commander in Chief

of United Nations Forces in Ko-|U.

rea, will become Vice Chief of
Staff of the Army effective July 1.

Lemnitzer wjl be succeeded |n
the U. N. Command by Ger
George H. Decker, now Dep\n\
Commander of U. S. Forces in
Europe.

As Vice Chief of the Air Force,
LeMay will succeed Gen, Thomas
D. White who is being promoted
to Chief of Staff.
oIt is expected that LeMay will
take over his new job some time
after July 1, although no date was
mentioned in the Defense Depart-
ment announcement,

The announcement also made
no mention of a successor for Le-
May in the Strategic Air Com-
mand (SA The Deputy Chief of
S.‘\("AS Maj. Gen. Francis H. Gris-
wold

The U8, Far E

st _Command,

was | be

which Lemnitzer has held in ad-
dition to his U.N. command, will
abolished. - After July 1 its
forces will come under the gen.
eral direction of the commander
in chief of the U.S. Pacific Fleet,
present Adm. Felix Stump.
Decker will make his headquar.
ters in Seoul, Korea, ‘Besides the
ice, hé will command|
in Korea and be com.
neral of the 8th Army.

s vice chief of staff, will
become  deputy commander of

1.S. forces in Europe, succeeding
Decker.

Gen. Isaac D. White, now com-
mander of the 8th Army in the
Far East, will become command-
er in chief of US. Army forces
in the Pacific with station in Ha-
wail.

Evening Prayer

As Thou didst bring forth joy,
0 Lord, into the hearts of Thy
Son's sorrowing disciples, even
so. fullfil Thy promises unto us
as with expectancy we look unto

State University, joined the Army

n 1917 and served in France dur-
mg World War I with the 10th
Division.

He was a machine-gun special-
ist for 17 years before transferring
foc the Quartermaster Corps in
1934. He became director of train-
ing for the Quartermaster Corps
in 1940.

Chavigny, § feet 4 and 135 to 140
pounds, was orphaned in World
War 1 and saw military service
in many parts of Europe before
and during World War II. He re-
ceived many decorations, includ-
ing the French Croix de Guerre,

Evacuated and discharged in
France, he volunteered fc return
to Korea. En route to the Far East
he met Mrs. McReynolds, the
former Faye Bowers of Columbus,
Ohio, who was on her way to join
her hushand at Saigon.

Who Asked
You To Sit
Here, Jack?

COLUMBIA ® — Compulsory
chivalry for male bus and train
riders was proposed in the Gen.
eral Assembly today.

Rep. John Hart of Union intro-
duced a bill to require a male
passenger to obtain permission
from a female passenger on any
public conveyance hefore he coutd
occupy a seat next to her.

Hart said his bill was aimed at
preventin; iolence that would
centainly result” should the courts
order integration on public car-
riers in South Carolina,

Under his bill, a Negro man
could sit next to a white woman
only if he had her permission,

However, should a woman object
to any man sitling next to her,
white or Negro, under Hart's pro-
posal she could keep him stand.
ing.

The outspoken segregationist
pointed out that his bill makes no
reference to race.

“If the federal courts would rule

such a law unconstitutional, the
next step would be for them to re-
quire men and women to use the
same rest rooms and eliminate
segregation of all kinds,” he said.

Penalties for violation of Hart's

Thee. Through Christ our Re-
deemer. Amen,

proposed new law would be up to

Downpou
Damage

Angry tornadoes boiling

At least one
dozens of buildings were
wrecked in the shifting hit-
and-run path.

Tennessee, Kentucky and Mis-
sissippi were hardest hit by the
storms which followed earlier tor-
nadoes in Texas, Oklahoma and
Arkansas, Drenching rains fol-
lowed, disrupting highway travel
in many areas.

The southern Mississippi Negro
community of Sylvarena was hit
early today. Louise Jones, was
killed. Two more (‘ﬂmm\mlm‘s
were struck as the blow moved
toward Tennessee.

Two west Tennessee communisy
ties, Selmer and Chesterfield,
were hit early today. Eight houses
were blown down at Selmer and
two were smashed at Chesterfield.

ROADS COVERED

The Tennessee Highway Patrol
said roads were covered by tor-
rential rains, which halted lralllc
and disrupted communications.

Three children and an adult
were injured last night by a tor-
mado which ripped through a sec-
tion of Nashville and suburban
Belle Meade. Trees were up-
rooted, roofs blown off and win-
dows smashed. A downpour flood-
ed some residential streets.

Heavy winds and rain blew
acrss Chnmmogu and wrecked
some power line:

tornado lashed wide areas of
western Kentucky, in the Bowling
Green area.

YEAR APART

Last night's storm at Selmer,
Tenn., came exactly a year after
a tornado ripped through Lexing-
ton, 50 miles away, and killed five
persons.

e stormy weather harassed
broad areas in the eastern half of
the nation while snow was falling| W'
on the phains states, and sleet and

Indiana,
Twenty-one persons were killed
earlier this week in tornadoes

See STORMS on page %A

S. C. Threatened
With Tornadoes

COLUMBIA (m—South Carolina.
was lhrcalcncd today with a pos-
.lmmy of to

The U.S. wmvhcr ‘Burean Issned
a tornado watch for western South
Carolina from 11 a.m, until 5 p.m,

Nineteen counties alerted were
Newberry, Saluda, Lexington,
Fairfield, Richland, Orangeburg,
Bamberg, Union, Chester, Laur-
ens, southern Greenville and
snulhern Spartanburg, Anderson,
Abbe le, Greenwood, Me-
Cormlck Edgefield, and
Barnwell.

The bureau said an area of ac-
tive thundershowers developed in
northern Georgia and was headed

eastward across western South

Carolina during the afternoon.

This made for the possibility of
locally severe thunderstorms with
a chance of a tornado or two along
this line as it drifts eastward
across the state.

The recommended procedure on
a tornado watch is to remain on
the alert for later developments
School officials were asked to post

Aiken

$100 fine and-or 30 days in jail

observers.

freezing rain struck Illinois and
said

rs Follow
In Dixie

By ASSOCIATED PRESS

out of the southwest swept

across frightened Dixie last night and today as they ripped
out a death-and-damage path toward the northeast
erson was killed, scores were injured and

Tornado Rips
TB Sanatorium,
Injuring 50

JACKSON, Miss. h—A tornado
struck the Mississippi State Sana.
torium for Tuberculars early to-
day, injuring 50 to 75 patients.
$Two other tornadoes ripped other
parts of the state during the
night, killing one person and in-
juring at least seven others,

The funnel cloud which hit the
tuberculosis institution at Sana.
torium in south Mississippi near
Jackson at about 1 a.m. concen-
trated its fury on the Negro ine
ﬂrmAry housing about 200 pa-

"Fl(ty to 75 were injured, and
three of them are in serious cone
dition,” said Dr, Henry Boswell,
the superintendent, “All suffered
cuts and abrasions.”

WOMAN KILLED

The other tornadoes occurred in
a Negro community near Sylv.
rena in south Mississippi, whers
Mrs, Louis Jones, 65, was killed
and three persons hurt; and near
the Mississippi delta town of Glen
Allen, where at least four per«
sons were hurt. About 15 planta-
tion workers' homes were bl

aw .

Torrential rains following the
twisters caused flash floods and
filled streams to a danger point.
The Pearl River at Jackson was
five feet above flood stage and
firemen, police and volunteers

worked to evacuate residents and
stalled cars from inundated areas.
Sanatorium, Dr. Boswell

TERRIFYING THING

“It was a terrifying thing. About
a fifth of the 200 patients in the
Negro infirmary were children,
Many were hurt and in pain, but
I never heard a cry or whimper.

“We had to evacuate the top
floor because of rain that had
blown in and did damage to ths
walls and ceiling. Some of the pa-
tients had to be moved lo the
lower floors.”

Dr. Boswell, who was treating
Injured patients from about 2
a.m. until about 8:30 a.m., said
the twister “practically deroofed”
the service building for the white
hospital and damaged several em.
ployes’ cottages,

Asked for an estimate of the
loss, he said, "I should think the
whole thing ﬂml)ums to a quarter
million _dollar:

The Sylvarcna tornado hit about
1:45 a.m.

TORNADO HIT

Sylvarena is in south Mississip-
pi about 30 miles northwest of
Laurel,

The third tornado hit the Mara-
thorn and Linden plantations near
Glen Allen, near Greenville.

Deputy Sheriff L. V. Vandevend-
er said the twister there blew
away about 15 homes and sligntly
injured four persons

Mugging Conviction

—AVIATION MEDICINE EXPERIMENT—

Motion Sickness May Mar Space Fllght

. WASHINGTON (® — Riding
in a space ship would prove
exhilarating to a good many
people, but others would find
it uncomfortable, some even
nauseating, a scientist indi-
cated today.

Dr. Slwnud J. Germathe-
wohl of the School of Aviation
Medicine at Randolph Field
Tex., told the American Rock-

| et Society (ARS) about experi-

ments testing reaction to
“weightlessness.”
DOWN YOU GO

This phenomenon—similar at
least to some degree to the
feeling you have at the sud
den start-down of an express
elevator, or when you go over
the top in a roller coaster
would prevail when your space
ship no longer was influenced

by the pull of the earth's grav-

If you weren't belted down,
or lacked some other means of
being attached to the ship's
floor—perhaps by magnetized
shoes. ou'd float around in-
side the rocket ship's cabin,
And so would your pills and

anything else that wasn't
pinned down,
47 TESTED

Dr. Gerathewohl's prepared
report told of experiments in
which 47 persons were exposed
to weightl
tions duplic ¢ 10 to 40
seconds what you'd be faced
with for days, weeks and per.
f years in a space.
ship.

He it half the sub

jects enjoyed the experience to
the point of exhilaration, and
11 others found the sensations

“neither unduly nltacay\l nor
exactly comfortable.”

The rest had a rather rough
time of it, with some of them
suffering extreme “motion
sickness” symptoms, including
vomiting. But a few of these
subjects had been jittery be-
fore the start of the experi
ment, he noted

PLANE USED

Some of the tests were made
in a jet plane at the moment
ed the top of an arc
the plane’s ac-
is at a standstill
result that the pull
and the pull of
balanced

e plane

The longer exposures were
achieved with the help of a
human centrifuge, in which
weightlessness can be induced
by whirling a subject to the
point where centrifugal force
matches the pull of gravity.
OTHER TESTS

Other scientists told a re.
porter the military services
are using tests of both types

Ruins Police Future

NEW YORK @# — William Rav-
enel, 18, was sentenced by a
Brooklyn judge to up to five years
in prison for a mugging attack on
a Brooklyn woman,

“This kills my lifelong ambition
to become a top Lomn\enltd
Ravenel. "I wa: king a cours:

in police science at Brookiyn Col-
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in order to assess thewphysical
and psychological
weightlessness and

get some

uge as to their duration; es
VIMI h standards for men best
suited to cope with it; and per
haps develop protective cloth-

ng and equipment to facili
tate meandering around a
rocket ship without floating

around in it
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