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The Big Bugaboo That Backfired

HE finger-wagging wrath of Sen,
Avery Hightower was one-fourth

bombast and three-fourths bunk.

His target: Gov. Luther H. Hodges,
whom he accused of exerting “undue in-
fluence” over the 1957 General Assem-
bly.

His weapon: A bill to curb the gover-
nor’s patronage power sharply.

His motivation: A Raleigh newspaper's
ancient wheeze suggesting that when
Gov. Hodges says “Jump!” all the le
lature says is “How high?”

It is difficult to see how anyone with
a sense of history and the power of ob-
jective analysis would bother with such
nonsense. What Sen. Hightower actually
fashioned was one of the most exquisi
political backfires in Tar Heel history

Rather than direct the public’s atten-
tion to “dangerous concentration of pow-
er” in the governor's hands, Sen. High-
tower has actually reminded North Caro-
linians how feeble the governor's power
actually is.

North Carolina is the only state in the
union which has neglected to give the
governor any general veto power over
legislation enacted by the General As-
sembly. P

North Carolina’s governor cannot even
succeed himself in office, under normal
circumstances

Furthermore, North Carolina’s gover-
nor has limited appointment power, no
direct power of supervision and little re-
moval power.

Yet he is one of only a handful of state
officials elected by the state as a whole.
More than any other person, the gov-
ernor is best equipped to rise above
clashing local interests and represent the
best interests of all the people.

In order to do this today in North

Carolina the governor must depend upon
his own personal powers of persuasion
and what Capitol newsmen describe as
“the usual channels of influence with the
General Assembly.”

It is a shamefully inadequate system
The difficulty is basic. It rests with the
state constitution itself.

North Carolina’s constitution of 1868
is almost 90 years old. It has never re-
ceived anything more than minor altera-
tions. It has become over the years a
kind of golden calf to be worshipped, not
a functional piece of machinery for the
fair and efficient operation of govern-
ment. What the state needs is a brand
new mechanism

If the present state constitution were
a masterpiece of sim ty and tic
morality—such as the United States Cc
stitution — there would be no difficulty
Alas, it is not. It is merely a horse-and-
buggy mechanism designed for a day
when government operations were small
and the number of state employes few.
It also reflects North Carolina’s tradi-
tional fear and distrust of government as
such. There are times when the docu-
ment seems to have been deliberate
styled to make it difficult for anybody
to do anything. Under the circumstances,
it is amazing that so much political, so-
cial and economic progress has been
made by u state that leaves such things
largely to chance and the enlightened
cussedness of the citizenry

Thirty-three states have constitutions
of a later date than North Carolina. The
time has come for Tar Heels to get in
step with progress, too. The General As-
sembly would better serve the public in-
terest by directing its attention to this
need rather than the question of who
jumps to whose tune and how high

Price Of Liberty? Spasmodic Vigilance

T WAS one of those good old days in

Charlotte. It was Monday, and a

hot Monday at that, but in a way the
heat helped to improve the day.

The citizen, reflecting on past sum-
mers, had decided already that a man
ought not to push himself too hard. The
thing to do, or what a fellow ought to
do, is keep his mind cool, do only what
has to be done, and drift with the rou-
tine. The citizen had a mental picture of
how it ought to be on hot Mondays: It
ought to be like a leaf floating along on
a shaded stream, soft and quiet and easy.

The citizen went down town, floating
like a leaf on coiled springs and shock
absorbers. It was funny, he thought. Ev-
erybody was floating along. Nobody was
causing trouble. The great issues of the
day were nothing more unsettling than
baseball, fishing, boating and the prog-
ress of the Wachovia skyscraper.

(“They're really going up with it. Yes-
sir, they're really climbing. Well let 'em
climb. It's cooler down here on the
ground.” )

Stopping by the water cooler, he gave
brief thought to vacation pla Well,
he'd just let the family decide where to
go. That's the trouble with vacations.

Family can never make up its mind. Any
place suited him, just so it was soft and
auiet and easy. No need to fret about
it

The citizen didn’t fret about anything
Monday. He guarded the little picture in
his mind of how a hot Monday ought to
be. And the work went smoothly. The
routine was a snap. It really worked. All
a fellow had to do was keep his mind
cool.

Floating home on his coiled springs
and shock absorbers, he decided it really
had been one of those good old days
Nothing hectic happened in Charlotte
arywhere. It seemed somehow that every-
body had been in tune with him, all de-
termined to have a nice, quiet day

There had been a city primary to weed
out some of the candidates for mavor,
Council, and the City School Board. But,
11, somebody must have voted, and
n care of the matter. They are al-
s holding elections, and somebody al-
s takes care of it, don't they?

No matter, The citizen didn't intend to
fret about it. He just hoped the family
had decided where it wanted to go on
vacation. He didn't care, just so it was
soft and quiet and easy.

Bohlen, The Man Who Isn’t There

T is becoming increasingly apparent

in the capitals of the free world that

the Soviet Union is anything but an in-

nocent bystander in the Middle East to-
day.

This is more than mere suspicion. The
Arab world is teeming with Moscow's
new missionaries. They are lighting poli-
tical fuses in Jordan, conspiring in Egypt,
propagandizing in Syria.

There is nothing casual about this ac-
tivity. It is premeditated villainy coined
in the Kremlin.

It will require the best thinking the
West can summon up to combat this new
activity and prevent a major catastro-
phe. It will' require first-hand know-
ledge of Soviet strategy, a complete un-
derstanding of Soviet ambitions and a
keen insight into the Soviet mind.

Who is best qualified to advise Presi-
dent Eisenhower on these monumental
matters? Who is the one remaining Rus-

From The Raleigh s & Observ:

sian expert in the American government
who is best equipped to offer a sound
analysis of the Kremlin's little game?

Obviously, Charles E. Bohlen, for four
years ambassador to Moscow.

Where, then, is Mr. Bohlen? Is he at
the President’s side in Augusta where he
can be of use in formulating policies
which may make or break Western hopes
in the Middle East?

He is not. He is in Washington, ig-
nored by the President, the Pentagon
and top State Department brass in their
current deliberations

1t is said that he is on a “tight sche.
dule” through May 6 devoted entirely to
preparing him for his new assignment as
ambassador to the Philippines

Failure to consult with him is deplor-
able. The te of his training and his
talents is inexcusable.

American policy in the Middle East is
thereby a little poorer,

A LITTLE MELODY, PLEASE

A SINGING people are a happy people.
Music is the strop on which the
heart sharpens itself. A song is the
soul’s declaration of independence from
strife and confusion. When the tongue
makes music, the hermit thrush that is
the brain breaks the cage of introspec-
tion and goes suiling out to blend its
sparkle with the wonders of the universe
But this basic necessity and profound
delight are predicated upon availability

But rock 'n’ roll is inspiring only to
a cement mixer, calypso to an egg-beater,
and all the in-betweens are so saturated
with delirium tremens and siege gun
salvos that the tongue and lips can no
more catch them than an owl can a jet
plane, Lilting, melodic, singable songs
went into deep freeze several years ago,
and the tunesmith evinces no desire to
crack the ice. Songs, for several years,
seem exclusively gauged for teen-age

flip-flops. The country -badly needs a
lyrical freshet of June moons, magnolia
blossoms, nostalgic rivers, poignant dolls,,
happy Harrys, and silver-haired lovers.

The various sprightly contributions of
the Von Tilzers, Cohans, Kerns, Berlins,
Donaldsons, Rubys and Kahns made a
host of sunny hours and happy he:
The country needs some melodies to put
its tongue and its heart into. Another
MoonvLiGHT Bay would be universally

beneficial.
The town loafer and tall-story teller
had seen the light and was being bap.

tized in the icy waters of the river. As
he came up after the first dunking, a
friend asked him if the water was cold
“No-0-0-0,” he chattered. “Better duck
him again, parson,” suggested the friend
“He ain’t stopped lyin’ yet!"—Ori
(FLA.) SENTINEL.

—WHY AND HOW THE SIXTH FLEET MOVED—
Display Of Military Muscle Directed Mainly AtIsraelis

By JOSEPH ALSOP

AMMAN, Jordan
TTHE GREAT movement of the

United States Sixth
all the other puzzling rec
can be very simply explained,
wven though the State Depart:
has hesitated to offer th
planation.

In brief, these crisis movements
in the Middle East are by-pro-
ducts of an American guaranty to
Jordan_ag, Israeli interven-
tion. They ected - pri-
arily against the Syrians or the
tians or ‘even the Russians,
State Department spokesma
They

The object
Jorda

NATURAL IMPU!
The idea of this
tribution to the

1S apy

A

vol
States
Middle

to positive action in the
East, and to be firm in
natural Israeli
trouble among

Middle
ed the administration into act-
It seems most probable that
Hussein was informed of the in-
formal American guaranty of Jor-
t Israeli attack to-
beginning of this week
received American
dor Lester Mallory for a
oon exchange of views.

STERN WARNING

It can further be stated that at
the same time a stern warn
was addressed to the Israeli gov
ernment, in effect indicating that
any Jordanian adventure would
be much worse than self-defeating.

Everything that has happened
since then is to be interp
least primarily es of un.
derlinings of this promise to Hus-
sein and the warning to Jerusa-
lem.

To be sure, this American inter-
vention in the Jordanian crisis
differs enormously from the elab-
orate internal plots and machi-
nations pictured by the Cairo and

as a

Moscow radios. But it con
a critically important inter:
vention none the less
OFFICIALS RECALLED

The movement of the Sixth
Fleet; Presiden or

statement on the Jordanian situa-

fally significant re-
an_ official person-

sector of Je-
| form parts of

the same pattern

In order fo see the very great
importance of this pattern one
must first of all understand a lit-

tle of the tangled local geography

Jordan’s richest, most
most  disaffected
the region on the west
bank of the Jordan River, which
formerly belonged to Palestine

All lsra would like to extend
their er to the Jordan River
line, absorbing this province in
the process. Every Jordanian,
from the King down, firmly con-

e Israelis are act-
¢ an eventual grab

ed that

for the west

ISRAELF VOW
This 1 Jordanian con-
is probably ill-founded
moral obloquy that would be
the appalling new
ilt for Arab refugees
1 have to b d
od  thaf

Israeli government from trying to
seize the west bank in nermal cir-
cumstances.

But there is one abnormal cir-
nstance in which the Israeli
eaders have always sworn to take
action all costs. Israel has a
pagticular fear of the kind of large
Arab state with a potentially
strong future that might result
from a stronger link between Jor-
dan and Iraq. Hence the Israeli
leaders have always warned, with

im meaningfulness, that their
army would enter Jordan when-
ever Traqi troops entered Jordan

These Israeli threats in turn as-
sumed cardinal significence in the
present Jordanian crisis for a
very simple and obvious reason.
The support of the Iraqi govern-
ment of his cousin King Faisal
has been, is today and will re-
main the great hole card held by
young King Hussein.

In order to emphasize the real-
ity of this Iraqi support, Iraq's
tough old Premier Nuri Pasha
has concentrated the flower of his
army at H3, a pumping station
on the 'pipeline near the Jor-
danian frontier.

The Iraqi hole card was even
more important to King Hussein
in the earlier period than it is to-
day. Even five days ago, when he
was taking his decisions and mak-
ing his plans, no one could be ab-
solutely sure how the Arab Legion
would perform in the final test.
It had successively lost two com-
manders-in-chief; it had been rid-
dled with disloyalty; it had been
subjected to a nasty purge.

As matters have turned out this
far, the Legion has performed in
these last days of crisis with
great efficiency and unblemished
loyalty, But King Hussein could
not know this would be the case
when he sent for Mr. Mallory at
the beginning of this hectic week

The King intended then, as he
still- intends, to call the Iraqi
troops into Jordan if he could not
control the situation with his own
resources. Besides the Israeli

threat, the King also had to think
of the foreign troops already in
Jordan. And while the Saudi Ara-
bians in the south hagl been placed
King Saud under King Hus-
sein's personal command, the Syr-
fan troops in the north were an-
other serious danger.

STRONG WARNING

The threat from the Syrians
was as nothing, however, to the

‘Part-Timer’ At Work

Flagship Forrestal’s Planes Back Up A Guarantee.

potential threat from the Israelis.
The mere placing of the Iraqis
on the border, plus the strong
warning addressed by Nuri Pas-
ha to Syrian President Shukri al-

Kuwatly, could be considered
sufficient to keep the Syrians
faitly quiet. But nothing but

strong American measures- could
keep the Israelis out once the
Iragis crossed the Jordanian bor-
der.

Fleet Orders From Augusta

WASHINGTON
THROL‘GHGL'T the . dangerous
crisis in Jordan, President

enhower has been in Augusta
a., on one of his frequent es-
capes from Washington. This
raises a couple of important ques-
tions: What is really the state of
the President’s health? And, in
this critical period, does he real-
ly have to spend so much time
away from Washington?

It has been said that the Presi-
dent was “visibly fading.” It has

‘See! We Ain’t Gonna Let ‘Em Hog-Tie You, Cap’n Luther’

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

WASHIN
HE Senate Foreign Relations (
tee today begins heari
er Scott McLeod, the State
controversia, likable sec
shall be promoted to b

1. The debate will h

1. Is Ireland being imposed upon
ly_because Foster D s

ove Ireland i
too friendly to ¢ a
are too polite to say so.

2. Other senat it th
McLeod and e
up relation ¢
ing with Sen

By STEWART ALSOP

even been seriously reported that
he intended to enter_ semi-retire-
ment handing over the bulk of
his responsibilities to Vice Presi-
dent Nixon. This sort of thing, ac-
cording to those who should, know,
is balderdash.

The President still has a ghost of
his famous cough, but it is only a
ghost. The platoons of doctors who
hover constantly over bim have
examined the cough as no cough
has never been examined before.
They have reported unanimously
and’ positively that the cough is
not serious — that 1t is not a
symptom of anything threatening
and deepseated.

It is true that the President
faded a bit when his cough and
cold were at their worst some
weeks ago — but all men fade
under such circumstances. He is
now back, according to intimates,
in reasonably full bloom, and on
the golf course especially he is
positively frisky, considering his
history.
these reassuring things
are said, the fact remains, of
course, that Dwight D. Eisenhow-
er is an elderly man who has had
@ heart attack and a serious ab-
dominal operation. And this raises
the second question, whether he
really must spend so much of his
lime away from his office.

The answer is that he must.
‘There should be no surprise about
this answer. The voters of the
United States who elected him by
an overwhelming majority knew
the answer, or should have known
it. In February 1956, when he an-
nounced that he would run again,
the President said:

“The opinions and conclusions
of the doctors that I can continue
tc carry the burdens of the presi-
dgency contemplate for me a re-
gime of ordered work activity, in-
terspersed with regular amounts
of exercise, recreation and rest

. readiness to obey the docto)
out of respect for my present d
ties and responsibilities, is man-
datory in my case.”

When the President takes off
for Georgia or elsewhere, he is
simply “obeying the doctors
quite willingly, to be sure, since
he loves golf and still by no means
ioves the White House. Any man
of 66 with the President’s medical
history would need plenty of “ex-
ercise, recreation, and rest.” But
the President, his doctors believe,
needs them especially, and his as-
sociates agree. He has been used
to exercise all his life, and when
he does not get it, he becomes eith-
er irritable or dull and depressed.

So the President’s frequent es-
capes of Washington are certain-
ly going to continue as long as he
is President, crisis or no crisis.

PRESIDENT EISENHOWER
Recreation Is Necessary

It is ridiculous to suppose that the
escapes do not reduce his work
schedule. Of course they do.

If he had not been *obeying
his doctors,” the President would
presumably have been conferring
constantly and at great length
with the National Security Council
on the dangerous crisis in the Mid-
die East, Instead he has had a
half-hour or so on the telephone
every day with Secretary of State
John Foster Dulles. As a result of
one of these conversations, he and
Dulles decided to order the Sixth
Fleet into the Eastern Mediter-
ranean, and in effect to invoke the
Eisenhower Doctrine.

This momentous decision was
not, in fact, even referred to the
National Security Council. Dulles
(much to the irritation of the De-
fense Department) has persuad-
ed the President that the Middle
Eastern crisis is too “tactical” to
be handled by the policy-making
body, and the Middle East is there-
fore rarely if ever discussed by
the Council. In‘any event, it would
liave been little use to refer this
crisis to the Council when the
President, who must make the fi-
nal decisions, was in Georgia.

Thus the decision was strictly
an Eisenkower - Dulles decision,
or rather a decision recommend-
ed by Dulles in which the Pres
dent concurred.

Future Of McLeod Is Before Senate

the Canadian
itted suicide in

Who Is He?

GTON

just who Scotty McLeod

ambassador who
Egypt.

In view of the Senate controversy, it
might be interesting to go back and see

McCarthy and

Bridges, who sat as chairman of the Ap-
propriations Committee.

McLeod then

is and how he

Dulles promptly appointed him. He
saw a chance to curry favor both with

State Department to pieces. He had de-
tectives and private eyes looking under

the powerful _senator,

proceeded to tear the

book-burning spree of
wandering agents, Cohn and Schine.
security agents tried
violate their sacred oath not to talk about
patients.

And when his chief, the secretary of

McCarthy's two
His

to get doctors to

got where he is today. tables and peeking into closets, He used State, appointed Charles Bohlen as am-
Vet When Dulles became secretary of giate Department security men to move bassador to Russia, McLeod went over
state, he conceived the bright idea of his fyrniture into his new home. He ap- his head direct to the White House to
ending all McCarthy attacks on the ,oinieq the police chief of Hanover, protest. Bohlen has now returned from
State Department by appointing a friend N "y " Apdrew Ferguson, to a job in  Moscow after having done the most out-
vay, Of McCarthy's as security officer. Dulles pyrope to give him a free trip abroad.  standing job of any ambassador in his.
Wiy, conferred with astute, kindly Sen. Styles tory
Bridges of New Hampshire, who has N
e way served longer than any other Republican B0OK-Burners These are some of the things which

tive assistant,
e re- friend of

McCarthy's.

and who recommended his own admin
t Scott McLeod — a

He condoned
servants to
abroad. He

an order asking German
spy
complacently watched

make
ofifcials
the

on American

it easy to
Dulles wants to get McLeod out of his
hair, even at the expense of Ireland.

understand why Mr.
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