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After Jury Selected |

DOBSON (# — Two of [m‘
persons charged with the am-|
bush slaying of a pilot moun-|
tain farmer pleaded guilty to|
first degree murder in Surry
County Superior Court here
this morning and were auto:

matically sentenced to life
imprisonment

They were Monroe Willard, 15
and Johany Liss Luster, 23

Three other person® charged in|
the murder of John Allen Branch
on the night of Feb. 7 will be|
tried on May 7, after additionall
jurors .have been sworn. They
are

Mrs. lrene Holder
wife of Johnny
Mamie Luster,
er: and Amos Maynard, 40. The;
women are of Pilot Mountain, Rt.|
2, and Maynard is of Westfield,

Rt. 1
TENDER PLEAS

Luster, 2
Liss Luste;
his stepmoth-

Willard ahd Luster tendered
their guilty pleas through
neys about 10 a.m. shortly
Judge Walter E. Johnston Jr. of
Winston-Salem opened the morn-
ing term of court.
Both stood without
emotion as thge
Johnston sentenc
for the rest of their

a show of
ard Judge
them to_prison
natural lives

out of the

The charges grew
slaying of Branch as he stood on
the porch of his home in a’re
mote section of Surry County
the night of Feb. 7.

GONE TO DOOR

He had gone to the door, his|
wife said, to determine why his
dog was barking. }
a preliminary

s that young Willard ad-
& wied shooting him down from|
the darkness of the yard. He tes-
tified the four others put him up|
to it.

Officers said the five plotted to|
Kill 58-year-old Branch and o rob|
him. But when Branch was shot
in the doorway of his home, he
fell back inside. His terrified wife!
stayed with the body all night be- |
fore sending for help.

DENIES MOTION

Judge Jobnston Jr. denied, yes-
terday defense motions asking for
a change of venue, additionall
jurors from wother _county and
for a special S County venire.

The defendants were
shortly after the shooting
have been in jail here. Mrs. John
ny Luster was released long
enough to bear a male child at
an Elkin hospital, then was|
brought back to prison.

Shelby Doctor
Dies In Fire

SHELBY — (f — A Negro doc-|
tor died early today in a mysteri
ous explosion and fire that \rr\\ll
his second floor office in a build-

Officers said at

arrested
and
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limits  ex:
neither up
gh today—it
in a vacu

Charlotte’s city
tension bill went
nor down in R
merely remained
um,

A public hearing
|set for Thursday before the
|House Committee on Local
sovernment, the second hear
ing for the controversial

Ptoponents of the bill, se
quick action
econd

the
study it
took the s in stride and be
gan making plans today. How
ever, proponents did not seek an-

l What will be the big weapon
of the pro-annexation forces?
| Members of
ernment Committee
a chance to look ow
| of petitions signed by
lotteans favoring city
T
There are
the petitions
he names total more than
twice the vote of yesterday's
city primary elections,

the Local Gov
will

have
stack
Char-
limits

20,000 names on

othert public hearing. They did
succeed in getting the hearing set
for Thursday rather than next
Tuesday as orignally proposed

he hearing is fet for Thursday |
9:30 am.. in the Highway Com

mission Bldg

Judiciary Committee 2 and
d to the House of Representative
with a “without prejudice” label
The House, on a motion by oppon
ent Rep. Jock Love
the bill to the Local Government
Committe

Local Government, following

|the footsteps of House Judiciary
{and the House membership, pre
| sumably took notice of the split

|in the  Mecklenburg ~ delega

[lion over the measure.

FOUR TO ONE

Rep. Love opposes the measure
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Before His Arrest, One Bootlegger Read \hnut Impendin

Officers Round Up43 Small
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Disaster

Fry In Raids On Bootleggers

Charlotte

night

By JULIAN SCHEER

News Staff Writer
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isky trade got a measure of at-
ention last
Fortythree

— | non-tax-paid whisky

paid whisky

Eight

i
the smail-timers who sell ‘it by |dercover agents
half-gallon

S | we

arrested
ABC Board
Iy raids in
re-referred | jons

®omen helped

by
agents in swift,
the city's Negro sec

drink

|le

— |charged with
Meckianbisrg | but {wo posted bond and were Fe.
order

sed im:

The raids were
| Henry
The roundup of Negro men and [ Board law enforc
smash the traffic |was assisted

Sev

a si
ediate

ers, N

by Sgt

and: will be tried in|alleg
Caunty Recorder’s Court on mis-
ges on May 9.

arrested last nis
charged with two count

of
te ABC
The

pro
irected by Chief | gent
ecklenburg

d hootl:

up. Agents worked in teams o
fours and went quickly fre
were [rest to arrest, Two nt
selling | g o front door of
un-| home wo would sear
were | rear house
All Touyiw "
at Caldw

ABC| yiola

were rounded
4

in|in moonshine. of the ABC Board and Roy (

The arrests climaxed two days Reese, group leader for the Treas-| Charlie Franks ¢ 1 Ct,
of acti by local, state lury Dept.'s \hum-' and ]nh‘h(ll ha "‘ turned in for the n t when
and federal ainst illegal | Tax Unit here. Th b i e I ! 8
whisky operators they | ed by the full ABC ln and dv'r ing. om-his Y
nabbed 83 of the state's alleged|iff’'s dept., men. One nt tried to some
|biggest wholesalers and last night| The pickups started at 9 pm.|fun with H i on
|dropped down on some of their night and ended around his front door and t ! an-
customers a.m. this morning S 1
The 42 were charged| There was only slight surprise| “Got any whisky?" Srent
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test, The Charlotte News, Box 360, Charlotte 1, North | FEtetnal God. who hath brougt

Caroling.” into another Sabbath
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i e g | aoep b . Tichag b

To enter, you must be no older than 12 on Mother's | spirie ¥ 4o
Day, May 12. Winmers will be printed in The News May 7. | Amen
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