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‘Replace The Chalk Line With Science

HE first “drunk test” was a fairly
simple contrivance. The arresting of-
ficer merely drew a line on the sidewalk
and challenged the suspect to walk
The chalk line went out with Grand-
pa's one-horse shay but methods of de-
termining the degree of drunkenness
are still distressingly primitive in North
Carolina. It is high time that something
be done about it.

Science has provided the means. It
is a simple test based upon the generally
accepted principle that there is a direct
correlation between the amount of al-
cohol in the blood and the effect of that
aleohol upon the individual. Nothing is
left to guesswork.

Unless the General Assembly makes
the results of scientific tests for intoxi-
cation admissible as evidence in North
Carolina, however, guesswork will con-
tinue to be the most familiar yardstick
in many a Tar Heel court

The need for this legislation is clear-
cut. Section 20-138 of the General Stat-
utes makes it unlawful for any person
who is under the influence of intoxicat-
ing liquor to drive any vehicle upon the
highways within the state. The Supreme
Court has said that a person is under
the influence of intoxicating liquor when
he has drunk a sufficient quantity to
cause him to lose the normal control of
his bodily or mental faculties, or both,
to such an extent that there is an ap-
preciable impairthent of either or both
of these faculties.

But it is a fact that impairment may
exist where no outward manifestations
would lead an experienced observer to
suspect “drunkenness.” The ‘sudden
shock of an accident can cause a per-
son who is “under the influence” to ap-
pear quite sober. Shock and an injury
can also produce symptoms of drunken-
n

€58,

At the same time, impairment resemb-
ling intoxication can arise from condi-
tions which have nothing to do with the
consumption of alcohol—diabetic shock,
for instance, or a heart attack.

Scientific tests would tend to protect
the innocent as well as help convict the

guilty. They would aid immeasureably
the judge and jury to reach more ac-
curate and just decisions

Opposition to the tests is stubborn
however. It is charged that they ars un-
constitutional. But if alcohol tests
unconstitutional, so is fingerprintin,

There are other complaints as well
One has to do with the necessary time
lapse between the arrest and the testing,
It is possible that the alcohol would not
be sufficiently absorbed by the system to
impair a person’s faculties at the time
of the arrest, while absorption would be
complete at the time of the test. But any

unusual delay could be taken into con-
sideration in evaluating results of the
test

It is, of course, well known that some

people have a greater “tolerance” to al-
cohol than others and are therefore less
affected by a given quantity of alcohol
But medical authorities have established
certain standards for interpreting re-
sults of the tests which would be fair

to all individuals., A limit of 0.15 per
cent of alcohol in the blood — ordinar-
ily reached by drinking six to seven

ounces of whisky — is generally recog-
nized as definite evidence of “under the
influence.”

Any report of blood alcohol concen-
tration would have prima facie status
only. It would not preclude a contrary
finding.

Testimony on the alcohol content of
body fluids is admissible in North Caro-
lina courts—but it is necessary to have
an expert present to explain the effect
which a given amount of alcohol would
have upon a person's mental or physical
faculties. In most Tar Heel communities

experts are just not available. Legisla- '

tion is needed to provide for the ddmis-
£ibility of chemical test evidence without
the necessity of having an expert pre-
sent. A scale of evidentiary values would
simply be adopted for the interpretation
of the tests, But no one would be re-
quired to take the test

The General Assembly really has no
reasonable alternative. Chalk-line techni-
ques must yield to science.

The Talent North Carolina Wastes

LITTLE progress goes a long way
in North Carolina’s Department of

Public Instruction.

When a follow-up study of high school
graduates revealed that more Tar Heels
entered college in 1956 than in 1955 a
round of soft applause was heard in Ral-
eigh.

sAny loud hurrahs would be definitely
illadvised, however. The indicated im-
pfovement is fractinal and does not
necessarily reflect a trend. As the de-
partment wisely warned, the number of
studies made to date are actually too
few to be conclusive,

\The percentage of high school grad-
ugtes entering junior and senior colleges
only rose from 31.2 per cent in 1855 to
32.1 per cent in 1956,

{Comparing city and county school sys-
téms, there is a wide variation in the
pereentage of 1956 high school gradu-
afes going to college. The percentage of
white graduates entering college from
county schools is 26.9; from city schools,

¢t is particularly discouraging that
only 73.9 per cent of graduates ranking
;gs| scholastically in their classes went
to college. Only 68.2 of the second-
ranking graduates entered college.
*The Southern Regional Education

Board estimates that the average college
graduate earns $100,000 more during his
lifetime than the average person who
does not have a college degree. If the
78,000 college-age persons in the Seuth
who were capable of graduating from
college during the past year had done
so, they would have increased the tax-
able income of the southern states by
nearly $8 billion during the rest of their
lifetimes.

This represents social and economic
erosion Dixie cannot afford

The waste of human resources is par-
ticularly evident in North Carolina. Ac-
cording to North Carolina Education As-
sociation, only 5 per cent of Tar Heel
adults have had a college education,
putting North Carolina 12th from the
bottom of the list in the national aver-
ages.

The challenge to the state's pride and
ingenuity is clear-cut. The simplest solu-
tion lies in the maintenance of strong
low-tuition community colleges in major
metropolitan centers, to which students
would commute daily. Until the state bol-
sters this concept with money and en-
lightened leadership, there is little hope
for any significant improvement in
North Carolina’s college attendance rec-
ord. Progress that is only fractional is
hardly worthy of the name.

;beliver Us From Dullnéss, Please

N ERA of stultifying decorum in the
literary set has apparently come to
a sudden and satisfying end.
:Critic John Ciardi has taken a meat
eaver in public to the poetry of Anne
Morrow Lindbergh. William Faulkner
hes unreluctantly acknowledged that he
i§ America’s greatest living writer. And
now along comes James Jones, author of
oM Here To ETernity, to describe his
I8test opus, a 900-pager called Some
ME RUNNING
& “It's not only longer than War Anp
Peace, but it has more narrative pull.
I's a great novel! I know I don't look it,
But damn it, it is! It's the greatest novel
we've had in America!”
. Thus, for the first time in years, the
terary scene is marked by some vital
. We were beginning to fear that the
brand of anemic propriety ushered in by

om T orter

ORD BRABAZON of Tara, who holds
British pilot’s license No. 1 and has
en variously a Minister of Transport
and a Minister of Aircraft Production,
has formed an organization called the
International Society of Air Travelers
and Air Transport Users, the main object
of which is to stop airlines from treating
Passengers like “half-witted sheep.”
Herewith we apply eagerly for mem-
a«-rship. incensed by memories of long
aits in bleak airports sustained with
Ro information beyond “There will be a
plight delay in departure,” the word
“'slight” being infinitely flexible.

i

pantywaists of the New Criticism had
taken root.

Cheek may have nothing in common
with craftsmanship but it at least awak-
ens the snoring Phillistines and may
even coax the rest away from the giant
cyclops of the livingroom and into the
pages of a decent book.

Bernard Shaw enlivened the .good
part of a century with his well-expressed
ego. Oscar Wilde was no slouch at the
same chore. Mencken was a master. It
was the only thing that made Alexander
Woollcott at all bearable. The same can
be said of Dorothy Parker

Deliver us from limp-wristed politesse
If art is worth championing it is worth
championing with gusto. As with base-
ball, a certain brassiness is entirely in
order.

PAY NOW, GRIPE LATER

The airlines are hell-bent on playing
it cozy with their public-address mes-
sages in flight, wishing us a good trip
and telling us that the stewardess’s name
is Miss Hoopersnoofer, but if they really
want to keep their passengers one big
happy family, they might give them a
clue as to why engine No. 3 is making
that funny noise and what other planes
are stacked in the fog above and below
us. It might also be diverting to pipe
the pilot-to-tower talk into the passenger
compartment. It can be as flavorsome as
it is informative.

People’s
Platform

Charlotte

Editors, The News
VW/ITH reference to Cora Ha
warning to leners against
dry weather in The News of April
18, where has this lady been for

the past three months?

I the wet ground, damp base-
ments, flooded vards. leaking
ofs, overflowing storm drains,
halted construction work, fouled-

Phoenix

The Unwanted Salesman

up airline transportation, and
many other things do not add up
to her to be a wet se
need only to take a trip to Ca-
tawba River (Lake, if you please)
to see that more water has run

a2
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Is Mr. Richards A Menace?

AMMAN, Jordan
THXI AMERICAN State Depart-
partment seems to offer the
most immediate threat to the new
government which has rescued this
little country from a strong pro-
Soviet trend
‘The State Department's threat
takes the amiable form of ex-
Congressman James P, Richards.
There is nothing outwardly men-
acing, of course, about the former
chairman of the House Foreign
Affairs Committee, whom Secre-
tary of State Dulles named as a
roving ambassador in the Middle
East (o appease angry senators
and representativés

BEWILDERMENT

Since the methods of Madison
Ave. are pot well understood in
the Middle East, a good many
people in these parts have been
a bit bewildered by the spectacle
of our new roving ambassador ped-
dling the Eisenhower Doctrine like
a new brand of soap flakes

The Egyptians and Syrians have
been enraged, really, because the
new doctrine will tend fo benefit
Iraq. But here in Jordan, Con-
gressman Richards is a special
problem

There are several reasons for
this. In the first place, a great
many people in Jordan, and
throughout the Middle East, are
convinced that Aerican influence
was at work somewhere behind
fhe scenes in the amazing crisis
that has just been surmounted

STRONG LOYALTY

It does not matter that the
schemers who wished to seal the
fate of Jordan very plainly over-
reached themselves. It does not
malter that no one had sufficiently
allowed for the strong loyalty of
the Bedouin tribesmen to King
Hussein. It does not matter that
King Hussein himself displayed a
boy's storybook brand of courage.

In the Middle East, everyone is
accustomed o explaining every
political development in terms of
the machinations of the great
powers. So the explanation, ef
American influence is preferred

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON

By JOSEPH 'ALSOP

to the much simpler and more
obvious explanation.

In the second place, everyone
here all too clearly remembers
the extraordinary visit of British
Gen. Sir Gerald Templer, who
was sent to Amman to command
Jordan to join the Baghdad Pact
Templer's visit touched off the
terrible riots which signaled the
beginning of the end of Jordan's
connection - with Britain

In the eyes of a great many
people here, including a consid-

JAMES P. RICHARDS

- Rioters Are Waiting
erable number of friends of the
West, Congressman Richards
coming here to peddle the Eisen-
hower Doctrine looks suspiciously
like Sir Gerald Templer coming
here to peddle the Baghdad Pact

In these circumstances, a Rich-
ards visit, if it materializes, will
offer the large local oversup
ply of Egyptian and Communist
agents, and nationalist left-wing
demagogues their ideal chance
for a comeback

As Congressman Richards
hosts, King Hussein and his new
government will have before them
only two possible alternatives

Either they must accept the

risk of very serious disorders,
which may well get altogether out
of hand, Or they must take mili-
tary and police precautions of the
most extreme nature. That would
certainly he embarrassing to the
government, which ought to be
embarrassing to the State De-
partment and Congressman Rich.
ards. Also the purpose of his trip
may not work out in"any case
These highly unpleasant alter
native results of a Richards vis-
it have been explained to the
State Department with rather des-
perate insistence. The suggestion
has been made that Congressman
Richards can just possible omit
Jordan from his itinerary.

POWERFUL ANSWER

But as these words are being
written, the State Department’s
powerfully reasoned answer still
stands: That it is better for Con-
gressman Richards to come and
be refused, than for Congressman
Richards not to come at all

Perhaps this answer will have
been changed before these words
can be printed. But the story of

the Richards menace and the
State Department's handling of
the Richards menace still con-
tains two vital morals for the
American  Middle East  policy
makers.

The first is the simple fact that
in this insanely complicated area
it is not possible to make nation-
al policy successfully with one
eye on the ball and the other on
Congress. Both eyes on the ball
are essential

SECOND MORAL

As for the second moral, it is
not very difficult either. All we
want in Jordan is for that coun-
try to remain independent, to
avoid becoming either an outright

ayptian satellite or a pro-Soviet
, and to refrain from the
popular Middle-Eastern sport of
kicking the West in the belly

To get this, it is not necessary
Jordan to adhere to doc-
trines, declarations, preachments
or palavers. Both sides keeping
their mouths shut is the wiser
course.

son she,

off into the river in the past three

months than in any like period in
quite some time.

1 would be very glad for her
to visit my home and attempt,
with me, to plant a few flowers
and shrubs. T would recommend,
however, that she bring her hip
boots and elbow-length rubber
gloves

~MACK R. WILKINSON

Diplomat Norman

Had Communist Ties
Charlotte
The News
editorial of April 16th
for a Senate probe
into the E. Herbert Norman case
the Canadian diplomat who
jumped to his death recently,
placed The Charlotte News as usu-
al on the same side of the fence
with the rest of the “liberal”
press.

This “liberal”" press has reached
another high watermark of mis-
representation and omission in the
Norman case, exceeded only a
few times in the past when other
Communists fronters were caught
up with

tors
OUR
asking

The current target, other than
Sen. Eastland, scems to be the
Internal Security Subcommittee
Counsel Robert  Morris, whose
questioning of U, 5. Foreign Of-
ficer John K. Emmerson focused
public attention on Norman's net-
work of past Communist relation-
ships. Inquiry about Norman was
incidental to the hearings, directed
at illuminating the activities and
associations of Emmerson.

When Norman fell to his death
April 4th, the "liberal” press sent
into a high- gear campaign of vili-
fication

In their uproar of accusations
against the committee, however,
the “liberals” conveniently sur-

pressed Norman"s Communist
background, and the significance
of the case for the security of
the United States. Here are some

of the facts — which did not ap-
and which

editori.
will

pear in your
probably  never

Norman was cheek

with a num!

ican Communists al

nists. He was cxecutive secretary

of the Canadian affiliate of the

Communist - front “American

Friends of the Chinese People.”
He was a functionary of the

Communist-dominated institute of

Pacific Relations, and a frequent
contributor to IPR pro-Commu-
nist publications. Dr. Carl Witt.
fogel, himself a former Commu-
nist, testified that he knew Nor-
man as a member of a Commu-
nist study group, and said that
it “obvious” that Norman was
a Communist

The inquiries of the Canadian
Royal Commission in 1946 showed
that Canada was a staging point
for espionage and subversion in
the United States. Prime Minister
Mackenzie King stated in the
House of Commons: *‘These docu-
ments disclose among other
things that Canada was .being
made the base for securing infor-
mation on matters of grave con-
cern to the United States and also
to Great Britain."” In the line of
these findings by Canadian
sources, it is now deemed im-
perative that the United States be
on guard against communism
north of the border—especially it

v have Interlocking relation-
ships with American subversives

(Editors’ Note: Precisely. And
for that reason, the FBI and the
Royal Canadian Mounted Police
maintain an exchange of security
information, an exchange from
which  Canada threatens with
drawal result of the subcom-
mittee’s frontpage detective
work. We still belleve the secur-
ity of the U. S. is safer in the
hands of the FBI and the RCMP
than in the hands of a committee
interfering In the internal affairs
of a friendly nation.)

As for Canada's so-called
“clearance” of Norman, it is re-
called that Klaus Fuchs, who

came to America to work on our
atomic energy project, had also
received “clearance’ from British
authorities.

Not one word in your editorial
about Norman's Communistic ac-
tivities being bad, only you
seemed to feel bringing it out in
the open was the only bad thing
It would be my guess that Nor-
man was pushed by his fellow
travelers because they were
through with him or that he

The Local Drought Is DrowningIn Rainwater

jumped because his conscience
was hurting him. , .
~A, T. SWISHER

No Apologies Due

From Senate Group
Charlotte

Editors, The News:

OW much longer will liberal

hearts bleed over the suicide
of E. H. Norman, Canada’s am-
bassador to Egypt? I'm referring
to your second editorial on this
affair captioned, “Senate should
Probe Norman Case.”

Because you have miserably
failed in presenting this sub.
ject in proper prospective and
haven't regealed all the facts
to your readers, do you mind if
I try to do a better job?

Mr. Norman's hands reeked
with the filth of Communist
fraternization. Dr. Karl Witt.
fogel of Columbia University,
a  former Communist, i
fied that he knew Norman as a
member of a Communist study
group at Columbia years ago.
Norman was executive secretary
of the Canadian affiliate of the
Communist-front, “America
Friends of the Chinese People.”
He was a functionary of the
Communist - dominated Institu
of Pacific Relations and a fre.
quent contributor to its pro-Coms.
munist publication.

Now that readers can better
judge the degree of cleanliness
of Mr. Norman's hands, let me
turn to the major point which
you and the liberal ilk make in
this case. Namely, that because
Mr. Norman had the “clearance”
of his own government, he was,
ipso facto, a sweet innocent little
fellow, and that our own Senate
Internal Security Subcommittee is
nothing less than bigots and
murderers for letting out the
filth about him

It should be vividly remem-
bered that Klaus Fuch, the Brit.
ish traitor, was given ‘clear-
ance” by British authorities to
come to America and work in

our atomic energy project.
Clearance” was also given the
American traitor, Harry Dexter

White, who served as assistant
secretary of state under Com-

munist-coddling  Harry  (“Red-
Alger-Hiss-Herring") ~ Truman's
administration. Therefore, se-

curity “clearance” of an indjvid-
ual is fine and dandy and per-
haps not a proper subject for
questioning except where it is
based on inaccurate data, Con-
sequently, the huffing and puff-
ing of Canada’s foreign minister
(Lester Pearson) at our Senate
committee for its revelations
about Norman should cause us
little concern from the ‘“clear-
ance” angle.

Your suggestion that the Sen-
ate “apologize” for its subcom.
mittee’s revelations is ridiculous,
Apologize for what? The Senate
Intenal  Security Subcommittee
is a perfectly legal and duly
constituted body of the U. S,
Senate and the American peo-
ple. Its job is to see to it that
the executive department makes
use of proper and effective
standards of internal security.

Now, let’s dispose of one final
and palpably stupid point which
you and the liberal press has
pointedly made or inferred about
Norman’s suicide. Namely, that
the gentleman hopped to his
death as a direct result of the
revelations about him by our
Senate committee. Even the
Canadian government hasn't
maintained that to my knowl-
J The fact is, the Canadian
government has several times re-
affirmed its confidence in Mr.
Norman since 1051 when the
charges were first publicly aired.

—J. R. CHERRY JR,

FEditors’ Note: Does reader
Cherry really believe a U.S,
Senate suhcommittee can, or
should aftempt (o, dictate to
the Canadian government the
selection of its ambassador to
Egypt? We do not,

Quote, Unquote

To be in love is merely to ba
in a state of perpetual anesthesia
— to mistake an ordinary young
man for a Greek god or an ordi-
nary voung woman for a goddess.
— H. L. Mencken,

The beauty of the world has
two edges, one of laughter, one of
2nguish, cutting the heart asun-
der. — Virginia Woolf.

Taxes Help lke’s Economical Brother

out of their bhudget

which

they hadn't senators.

to kill

a_taxrelief measure for small

TKE'S economizing elder brother Edgar
ought fo realize that economy begins
at home. He could have saved the tax
payers $47000 spent to improve drain-
age around his home if he had been as
vigorous an economizer as he wants
brother Ike to Je.
Edgar Eisenhower has a home at

American Lake near Tacoma, Wash,,
which sometimes floods. When it does,
it threatens various lawns and docks

around the lake, including that of broth-
er Edgar and that of Col. James Stack,

retired, a former aide to Gen. Eisen-
hower in World War II

Ditch Dog

So the Army Engineers this winter
dug an 1.800-foot drainage ditch to take
flond water from American Lake into
Lake Sequalitchew, below. The cost was
$57,000, of which $43,000 was paid by

* Army Engineers, $10,000 by the resi
around the and
ep

ant height of
instead of

e sea level rising at
times as high

figured on — and they believe in econ
omy too. But pressure came from up
above to dig, and they dug. They would
not say where the pressure came from,
and Edgar Eisenhower could not be
reached for comment.

Lady Senators

Handsome young Sen. Dick Neuberger
of Oregon has become not only the
champion of White House squirrels, but
of equal facilities for women senators.
He has written a letter to Sen. Dennis
Chavez of New Mexico, in charge of
Senate buildings, urging a swimming
pool and gymnasium for Mrs. Margaret
Chase Smith of Maine, the one lady in
the Senate

Male Arrogance

Mrs. Smith is a Republican, Sen. Neu.
ger a Democrat. But gallantly he has
to the defense, not only of Mrs

Smith, but of all women senators who
may be elected in the future

1 have heen disturbed.” Sen, Neu
berger wrofe Sen. Chavez, “to note that
the equipment of the Senate includes
athletic and natatorial facilities for sen

ators who acre men, but none for women

“This seems to me not only discrim
ination but also a demonstration of male
arrogance which is unworthy of members
of the United States Senate

State Right

“Under the Constitution and the laws
of this country, a state is quite as much
within its nghts in sending a woman to
the Senate as in sending a man. Al
though there is only one woman sena-
tor at the present time, it seems to me
that she — as the representative here
of her sex, as well as of a great state—
is entitled to all the facilities and ap
purtenances which are provided for male
senators

“I hope and trust that this letter has
been sent in time to call to the attention
of you and your worthy associates the
injustice which will be perpetrated, if
the new Senate Office Building should
continue the present discrimination of
affording certain facilities only for male
members of the United States Senate.”

Cotton Stubborn

Assistant President Sherman Adams
got on the phone to Republican sena
tors the other day and persuaded them

business. But one he couldn't budge was
the semator from the state he used to
govern — New Hampshire

Adams urged Sen. Norris Cotton
(R-NH) to vote against the Fulbright
amendment giving 8 per cent tax relief
to small businesses netting less than
$25000, Cotton replied that he didn't
ee with Adams, he favored tax relief
for small business.

“You'll get another chance to vote for
it later in the session,” pleaded Adams,
ve been around here too long to fall
for that,” snorted Cotton. He ignored
Adams' request and voted for small
business.

Note: President Eisenhower announced
on Oct, 22 that he “planned to ask
Congress to give small businessmen
about $600,000,000 in tax relief.”

‘Unhappy’ Chandler

Gov. Happy Chandle
had a tough time ing a speaker for
his Jefferson-Jackson Day dinner. First
he tried Harry Truman, offered the ex-
President any one of three different
dates

Truman replied that he was busy

of Kentucky has




