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Minimum Wage

AH‘ for the life of the legklative lob-
byists. When appearing against
state minimum wage legislation, any old
srgument they happen to lay tongue to
seems to satisfy the “fact-finding™ solons
on the Senate Manufacturing, Labor and
Commerce Committee.

One lobbyist, for example, said the
proposed 75-cent wage floor for lower
paid Tar Heel workers is “not the Ameri-
ran way.” The committee listened, and
psked zo questions. Actually, the lobby-
Ist had mislaid his memory.

The minimum wage has been “the
American way” since 1938 when the first
federal minimum became effective for
workers engaged in interstate commerce
Through Democratic and Republican Con-
gresses and Presidents, and in a constant-
ly expanding economy, it has become
more and more “the American way”
ever since. It is, in fact, “the American
way” for some 600,000 Tar Heels cov-
ered by the federal minimum. It seems
to be “un-American” for only the 91,000
Tar Heels who now make less than 75
cents an hour.

With equal profundity, it could be ar-
gued that it is “not the American way”
to deprive these citizens of a decent
Jevel of subsistence. Nothing rasps the
nerves of American business more than
deficit financing. Yet living in debt is
the only way a family can live when the
wage earner makes a grand total of $25
to $30 a week.

To get to the heart of the matter, the
yardstick of experience long ago dis-
proved all the gloom and doom preach-
ments trotted out by the lobbyists, By
increasing the velocity of money and
effecting a2 more reasonable distribu-
tion of wealth, the minimum wage has
been an instrument of prosperity for
both management and labor.

1t'is needed in North Carolina for just
that purpose. “It is,” says Labor Com-
missioner Frank Crane, “an essential in-
strument in the growth of the state.”

Give Generously To

N A note of cautious optimism, the

Charlotte Symphony Orchestra an-

nounced plans for its 1957-58 drive for
contributing members today.

1t is understandable. Merchandisers of
culture are by nature optimistic. It is
in their blood. But bitter experience in
the market place has taught them never
to count their bonanzas before they are
hatched.

1t is unthinkable, however, that Char-
lotte will not respond generously and
enthusiastically to the new campaign.

The symphony has a quarter of a cen-
tury of valuable musical service behind
it. In those 25 years it has become a
permanent fixture in community life
1t has earned the respect and admiration
of thousands. Few cultural enterprises
have given so much to so many for so
little.

No symphony orchestra is self-sup-
porting. The sale of tickets, program ad-
vertising and special performances pro-
duce about one half the expense of oper-
ation. The remaining one half of the
cost of operating must come from di-
rect contributions by interested indivi-
duals and firms

The Charlotte Symphony Orchestra’s

City’s Growth Must

T would be nothing short of tragic for

Charlotte’s growth to be stunted at

this decisive moment in the community’s
history.

The arguments presented in Raleigh
yesterday against a formula for the or-
derly extension of city limits were earn-
est and honorable. But they tend to
overlook the question of the greatest
good for the greatest number.

The over-all good of the entire metro-
politan community is at stake today. If
Charlotte is restricted and hemmed in
by bedroom communities which contri-
bute in only a limited way to the city's
support Charlotte will decay. The entire

From The Raleigh News & Observer

: A Tar Heel Necessity

Here is the testimony of the state's busi-
nessman governor in a 1955 address be-
fore the Southern Garment Manufactur-
ers Association

“We are very conservative in many of
our southern legislatures in matters of
labor and wages. When minimum wage
legislation was brought before our North
Carolina General Assembly this year, it
had rough sledding. This shouldn't be
so. We must be more liberal and under-
standing in our thinking and acting on
this subject. Just remember it will cost
you and me more in taxes if we fail
to get the money through better income
for our people.” And in his message to
this session of the Assembly, the gov-
ernor said: “One of the essentials of
prosperity is widespread purchasing pow-
er in the hands of the people, A mini-
mum wage will help provide this by rais-
ing the level of our very low income
earners, something we badly need to do."

But before the Senate committee yes-
terday, the lobbyist was warning that
minimum wage legislation would be “a
danger flag in the face of capital we
want to attract for new industries.”

If memory serves, North Carolina has
never pursued that type of industry. Its
operating philosophy has been more in
line with this statement by New York's
respected JOURNAL OF COMMERCE:

“Industry’s attitude toward wages to-
day is that an employe who makes good
money and is capable of doing a good
job will help the concern to be the kind
of efficient operation which can make
profits—not from keeping its employes
down and saving on them, but from
turning out a larger volume of better
goods at less cost through proper plan-
ning.”

Logic, and experience both are on the
side of a Tar Heel minimum wage. It is
high time for the General Assembly to
get on the same side. Moral and econom-
ic necessities demand that it do so at this
session.

The Symphony

goal is only 2,500 contributing members
—one for each seat in Ovens Auditor-
jum. That is modest indeed when one
considers that the city’s population is
currently estimated at 160,000.

All 160,000 benefit in some way or an-
other from the city's cultural climate. It
has economic value. It is a drawing card
for in-coming industry. It enhances the
desirability of metropolitan living. It has
educational value, too, encouraging a ful-
ler appreciation of the arts

The symphony feeds all of these civic
needs and more. Furthermore, it supplies
good, solid entertainment of a primary
sort for people in all walks of life and
all ages. A live performance by a sym-
phony orchestra has a special, fascinat-
ing and dramatic appeal that is really
unequaled in human experience

A cultural climate cannot be bought
It is something that must come from
within a community and be carefully
nurtured. A contribution to the sym-
phony, however, can encourage cultural
growth and provide a means of enlarging
the community's cultural development

Charlotte needs the symphony. Now,
the symphony needs Charlotte

We urge the community to be gener-
ous in its support.

Not Be Stunted

metrépolitan population will be the vic-
tim of that decay.

A great deal has been said about the
cost of city limits extension. Somebody
ought to write a book on the cost of
not extending the city limits.

There are defects in the formula for
annexation, of course. But they are
heavily outbalanced by the virtues and
rewards of a swift and orderly extension
of municipal boundaries.

We are one people and one commun-
ity. By joining hands we can achieve a
better life for all

The only alternative is decay.

THE VANISHING STROLLER

I'l' IS COMMON knowledge (ask any
man above 50 years), that back in the
days of medieval history, when he was a
boy, all public schools were built at least
four miles from the nearest house. Loco-
motively, the only difference between
him and the postman was the difference
between blue overalls and Confederate
gray. To hear these folks talk, you would
think people back then were issued extra
sets of legs at birth. If wisdom were
predicated on walking, every store and
office in the state would bulge with
Platos. Now, of course, all schools are
built just down the street. But it's a fact
that most kids don't walk even this far.
The car pool and the city bus have made
legs superfluous for everything but racks
on which to hold long pants.

The old man wore himself out walking
long ago, and now, even in the small
town, to think of not riding four blocks
to work is almost like using the gas
chamber at the state pen in lieu of sleep-
ing pills. The average housewife would

no more go the same distance for a
loaf of bread than she would make a
public demonstration of her false teeth
at a bridge party. Today it seems that
walking is outmoded for everybody but
the postman and Parris Island recruits
(We except the consecrated blood hounds
who chase golf balls on the grounds of
intermittent sunstrokes, but you never
saw a single one who didn't ride to the
golf pasture.)

Walking is not only a physical neces-
sity. It is great fun. It sweeps the cob-
webs from the mind, jangles the juices
around wonderfully, and tunes up the
nervous system better than a two-horse
wagon load of tonics.

An astronomer says our planet should
sustain life for another 6,000,000,000
years, which may give basketball’s rule
makers time enough to finish inventing
the game.—JacksonviLLE Times-Uniox.

Revolution In Military ArtForced Great Britain's Hand

By WALTER

LONDON
FULL explanation of the new
British defense policy, which
was set forth in an official White
Paper last week, would have
to include a review of what has
happened, in world politics
during the past seven or eight
years. The review might well be-
gin in 1949 when the Soviet Union
broke the American monopoly of
atomic weapons. This enormous
€event precipitated the race in nu-
clear armaments and in guided
missiles.

For Britain particularly, with
her large committments and her
diminished economic resour
his revolution in the military art
has posed a problem which has
to be met. Britain cannot afford,
indeed there are no nations which
can really afford, to finance the
full development of the new weap-
ons while maintaining at the
same time conventional, but up-
to-date, armies, navies, and air

LocK
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The Big Pay-Off

LIPPMANN

forces. For Britain, and indeed
for all the countries of Europe and
Asia, the new weapons have raised
the question whether there is in
fact any such thing as defense,
in the ordinary sense of the abil-
ity to repel an attack. If there is
no adequate defense, then there
is mo security except the preven-
tion of nuclear war by deterrence
on the one hand and by diplomacy
on the other.

CANDID AND EXPLICIT

For a number of reasons Great
Britain has been the first of the
big powers to speak distinctly and
openly about the complex prob-
lems which are posed by this
military revolution, and to re-
shape its own military policy ac-
cordingly. There need be no doubt
mn our minds that this White Pa-
per will have an influence far be-
yond Great Britain on military
thinking and planning. The docu-
ment is unusually candid and ex-

‘Who's Ahead?”

plicit for an official statement.
But time will show, I imagine,
that there is a lot to be read be-
tween the lines.

‘There is, for exampe, the blunt
statement “that there is at present
no means of providing adequate
protection for the people of this
country against the consequences
of an attack with nuclear weap-
ons,” and that therefore *‘the over-
riding consideration in all military
planning must be to prevent war
rather than to prepare for it."”
That is a very big thing for the
British government to say. The
practical military conelusion they
draw from it is that Britain must
have some deterrent nuclear pow-
er of her own if she is not to re-
main wholly dependent upon the
United States. But what the Brit-
ish are saying will be read in
countries which are no less de-
fenseless and yet quite incapable
of acquiring any deterrent nuclear
power of theiy own.

The British conclusion depends,
so I gather, upon a current as-

How McLeod Got His Plum

WASHINGTON

THE nomination of Scott Me-

Leod to be ambassador to
Ireland is a little candle throwing
its beam on the extraordinary
supineness of present-day Wi
ington. That indifference to duty
and to the welfare and the needs
of others afflicts the Republican
administrators and Democratic
Congress alike

There is nothing secret
difficult about the McLeo
ter that a little stamina wo;
solve. The chances are the
ina won't be forthcoming.
McLeod is the former FBI
agent, assistant to Sen. Styles
Bridges (R-NH) and warm ally of
Sen. Joseph R. McCarth
Wis) whom Secretary of
John Foster Dulles put in cha
of security in the State Dea
ment. This was in the early [
enhower days when McCa
riding high and the President’s
orders were to get along with
him.

UNFORTUNATE EFFECT

The effect on foreign service
morale was immediate, unf
nate and lasting. But McLeod
stayed, even after he publicly
tried to help McCarthy stymie
the President's appointment of
Charles Bohlen to be Soviet am.
bassador. Dulles has explained to
his latest admiring Boswe it
he wanted to fire McLeod
but was restrained by his thes
under secretary, Bedell Smith

With the President in his second
and final term, Dulles decided to

n

By DORIS FLEESON

get McLeod out of the security
and immigration field where he
has been a constant source of
friction. But Sen. Bridges is still
the senior Republican, ranking on
the Appropriations and Armed
Services Committees

Dulles offered McLeod the em-
bassies of Honduras and New

SEN. STYLES BRIDGES
In Congress, A Guardian Angel

Zealand They weren't good
enough. McLeod has been paid
his price to go quietly — the at-
tractive assignment to Ireland

IRISH REACTION

In itself, the matter is relative-
ly minor. Friends of Ireland will
wish that amid its many difficul-
ties it could have a more distin-
gui: and effective envo; But
not a trouble spot for this

tis
count

\d has not protested the
appe formally te
press and parliamentary attack

on the selection in Ireland by lib-
eral forces which pointed out that
McLeod's friend, McCarthy, was
in eclipse here.

But the foreign service is bitter
that he should be rewarded for
what they regard as his hatchet
work. He is the last straw on
their heavier-than-usual cross of
campaign contributors who skim
the cream of overseas assign-
ments in all administrations

With the McLeod appointment,
career men are left only in the
hard spots: The Soviet Union, Yu-
goslavia, behind the Iron Curtain
and near the Arctic Circle. Possi-
bly the country should be grate-
ful for small favors.

READY-MADE CASE

This is the ready-made case for
the Democratic majority which
professes to believe that foreign

olicy is badly executed. But con-
troversy is discouraged by the
Lyndon B. Johnson leadership; the
Democratic senator who starts one
is apt to find himself charging up
San Juan Hill alone.

It is beginning to appear, in
fact, that the Democrats lost the
art of controversy in their 20
years amid the political fleshpots
How they could lose on this one it
is hard to see. The McLeod ap-
pointment does not divide the
Democrats; they are all against
him

It does divide the Republicans
and would bring the anti-Eisen-
hower right wing rushing from its
corner — if it were made an is-
sue.

sumption that the United States
is ahead of the Soviet Union in the
race to produce guided missiles of
intermediate range, and that in
not too long a time the United
States will be able to supply Brit-
ain and the NATO countries with
these missiles, If this fundamental
assumption is correct, we are en-
tering a period — which may last
for a few years — in which the
balance of nuclear power will be
theoretically and statistically in-
clined against the Soviet Union,
For, again theoretically, the So-
viet Union will be within range of
the intermediate missiles which
are based in Britain and Western
Europe whereas the United States
:lnuld be somewhat less vulnera-
e.

FRAIL PREMISE

Many of us, myself included, do
not think such theoretical cal-
culations are reliable enough in the
real world to be taken very seri-
ously as a basis of practical poli-
cy. But the assumption that the
United States has a'lead in the
field of intermediate missiles is
very much in the minds of the
military planners all over the
world, Britain, for example, would
to be taken very seriously as a
basis of practical pelicy. But the
assumption that the United States
has a lead in the field of interme-
diate missiles is very much in the
minds of the military planners
all over the world. Britain, for ex-
ample, would in any event have
had to reduce its military estab-
lishment and its overseas com-
mittments. But the intermediate
missiles, which are promised for
delivery in the five-year period
during which Britain is to reduce
its military forces, can be cited
to support the claim that the over-
all power of Britain relative to the
Soviet Union will nevertheless not
have been reduced.

SOVIET WARNINGS

It is most probable, too, that
the Soviet warnings to Norway,
Denmark, the Netherlands and to
Western Europe generally are ad-
dressed primarily to this problem
of the intermediate missiles.
Quite evidently, Moscow is gen-
uinely disturbed at the prospect
of beng encircled by a ring of
guided missiles with nuclear war-
heads, especially if ior some
years to come she will have no
comparable power to strike at the
United States. The Soviet warn-
ings contain big threats of what
would happen if intermediate mis-
siles were launched from Western

People’s Platform

Noxious

Raleigh
Editors, The News:
AM introducing a bill which
may have some repercussions
with certain segments of our gov-
ernment; however, I would like to
explain that _there is nothing per-
sonal or political implied in this
bill

For your information, I was
reared on a farm, a small one I
will say, in Sampson County. 1
have taught school in Lillington
after graduating from State Col-
lege and worked as assistant farm
agent in Harnett County. I later
moved to Duplin County in 1936
as farm agent. In 1939 1 was ap-
pointed farm agent in Robeson
County. I then moved to Mecklen-
burg County in 1944 as its farm
agent. In 1947, 1 was honored to
be appointed county manager of
Robeson County where 1 had
served as farm agent for about
six years

With the experiences 1 have
had, 1 have heard farmers com-
plain many, many times about
the trouble and expense they have
had incurred by pests known as
Bermuda grass, Johnson grass,
nut grass, and sand spurs which
they claim have been spread by
certain_segments of the State of
North Carolina and, more partic-
ularly, the Highway and Public
Works Commission and its em-
ployes. I am sincere when I tell
you that T have been convinced
by the numerous reports that
these good citizens of the State
of North Carolina have been dam-
aged by the spreading of these
noxious grasses along the highway
of our good state.

Now I fully realize that certain
grasses, particularly B e rm uda
grass, are a splendid type of sod
which in all possibility have
helped to hold the shoulders of
the roads of our good state, but
I am still sincere when I say that
there are other grasses that could
be used which would take the
place of these noxious grasses,
and at the same time, not creep
aver the shoulders and into the
fields where farmers have to cul-
tivate particularly row crops

With this in mind, I am only

“| Said, 'How Dare You
Have Weapons Like
That!"

Europe, But it is only fair to note
that there is no suggestion in these
warnings that the Soviet Union
is considering a preventive attack
if the missles are actually in-
stalled in Britain and elsewhere.
Such a preventive attack would
of course bring into action the
United States, and it seems plain
that the Soviet Union has no in-
tention, indeed quite the contrary,
of starting a great war.

TEMPORARY ADVANTAGE

If the basic assumption of a
temporary Western superiority is
sound, it means only that our dip-
lomatic bargaining power, which
has fallen so low since Hungary
and the Suez fiasco, may for a
time be somewhat restored. But
the advantage, if indeed we have
one, will however be temporary
and shortlived, For the Soviet Un.
fon will assuredly catch up with
us if indeed she is lagging behind.

One would feel better about all
this if in London and in Wash-
ington the directors of our diplom«
acy”were willing tq think as fresh.
ly and frankly as were the au-
thors of the British White Paper
on military policy.

Grasses

asking that some other substitutes
be used and that this pest not
be strewn, scattered, or planted
where it would interfere with the
people who are in my mind the
backbone of our good state.

I sincerely hope that you,
through vour press, will explain
to the many thousands of our citi-
zenship who make their living on
the soil that it is my intention
to do something through our state
legislature that will protect them
from further encroachment on
their means of livelihood.

I am aware of a law passed
in 1945 which in a kindly tone sug-
gests that Bermuda grass" should
not be spread under certain cir-
cumstances and in certain locali-
ties without permission of the ad.
joining landlords. But, in my op-
inion, this is not sufficient to pre.
vent its spread. 1 have checked
this problem with all agriculture
agencies in this state, and they
all agree that something should

e done.

I have introduced a bill to have
all seeds sown on the highway
checked by the Department of
Agriculture, which I think is a
very good idea, I am also intro-
ducing in the near future a bill
to prevent the turning loose of wa-
ter, by the Highway Department
or anyone else, on farmers with-
out seeing or providing that this
water be carried successfully to
its destination so as to prevent
water sogging or damaging of the
crop land.

I hope that you will, in your
good way, give some enlighten-
ment t othe citizens that you
esrve along this line so that we
may successfully get these bills
enacted into the law of our state.

— REP. W. D. REYNOLDS
Robeson County.

Quote, Unquote

Humor is emotional chaos re-
membered in tranquility. —James
Thurber.

Goodness, armed with power, is
corrupted; and pure love without
power is destroyed. — Rienhold
Niebuhr.

o Peorsers, Audit Turns Up $5 Million Windfall

Merry-Go-Roun

WASHINGTON  ways

F the US. Chamber of Commerce and of the
the congressional economizers want
the CAB and

to save some more money
Sen. Paul Dot
ant way to do it

collection from Pan

s have shown the:

Joe Adams,

an CAB officials were susp
big air line, with more

American
Airways of $5900,000 in overpaid 1934 lecting extra subsidies
subsidies ed collection of taxpayers by failing to

$6,500,000 as a result of
“which t

kkeeping
one

subsidiaries for serv
way. was never able to ge

For a long time, certain members
CAB, led by ex-Commissioner
have been trying to get the
money to examine Pan Am's books. These

any other American company, was col-

a thorough look

payers

icious that the
subsidies than

campaign in
1954 and 1958,

from American tors were hired
bill its foreign
But the CAB

Douglas argued that the American tax-
through subsidies to Pan Am,
were paying for luxury hotels and Pan
Am'’s foreign subsidiaries

1953,

Finally he won out. Thirty extra audi:
' be and was undertaken.

Durfee’s Order Raking It In

The order which Chairman J. R. Durfee

He began this

continued through

may disclose other discrepancies.”

In a direct implication that Pan Am
engaged in faulty bookkeeping, the CAB
stated: “It was not until fiscal 1956 when
the CAB received appropriations for a
substantial
that such a project (of auditing) could

increase in its audit staff

TWA received a total

the Civil Ae

ment at the subsidiaries' books.
cuttting
7
s a Douglas’ Crusade
Credit for finally collecting this
goes first to Sen. Douglas of
who, in speech after speech, urg
fall to Un Senate colleagues both to cut down en
of the hir alr line subsidies an to hire enough

- auditors to look at the books. In the
fouse of Representatives, Congressman
r- Jobn R of Brooklyn did the same.

has published, reopening Pan American
files, is one of the most sweeping
issued by the CAB. After enume
variovs cases in which Pan Am
charge its Mexican and Central
can subsidiaries for services rendered
the CAB order concluded:

a result of these various matters,
it appears that Pan American’s subsidy
needs may have been substantially over-
stated and that completion of the audit

586,000 on its foreign op-
During the same period, Pan
huge total of $138,

erations
Am received the
615,000

or the first time in history, the House
Appropriations Committee has cut Pan
American off without a cent of subsidy
It remains to be seen, however, whether
the Senate will restore the $5500,000
Pan-Am subsidy that President Eisen-
hower requested for next year.
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