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t of nights

It is a time for forgetfulness — and
remembrance

The Big Issues can be safely tucked
away for another day—satellites and mis-
siles, NATO and nuclear fallout, Khrush-
chev and the Kremlin, poltroons and pa-
iriote e all hetter forgotten for

there is too

ther a time to ac e all
ter memories of annual
concentrate them into a

It Is a time to remember that in all
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er pointed ot

day mishaps

{ Reproduced

in this space.)
If there iz seemingl
ness to for e

the pleas

n sea

py. We are certainly n tempi-
to toss a wet blanket over the fun
erriment of Christm a
two of caution { one

W be worth 1 ble And
be a happier Chrisimas for one
fact the throttle and the
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THE VIBRANT GIFT

The Tree

and tribulation d is with
brating the birth of Jesus
be celebrating that essen-

{he tra

so celebrate another truth in
»n of joy. It has something to do
e resourcefulness of man. World
ay fall, pacts may be
may devastate whole areas
but will prevail. He is
ail and indestructi
the roots, buffeted by

explosives, he somehow sur
v 1o rt planting and building
rhavs we wasle tno much of our

fighting shadows when there are
# important things to do. Perhavs we

ar too much. Perhaps we dwell too
h upon “impending doom."

That is not for us tonight. Christmas is
a festival of love. And Christmas, 100, is
the evangel of faith, exhorting man to
believe in the values of the spiritual uni-
verse, saying unto him as he faces the
mystery and anguish of life: *Fear not!”

There are, as Mr. Fliot said, several at-
titudes toward Christmas, some of which
we may disregard

We must not, however, disregard the
essential truth of Christmas and all that
it means 1o mankind in terms of the
reality of love and the miracle of faith
For the figure at the summit of the tree
could indeed be an angel.
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Holiday Notes
is a familiar vear-round kil

drinkers, because of the
festivity of the Yuletide season
a greater traffic hazard than any of

time of the year. In a special study of
501 Christmas holiday accidents, which
killed 609 persons, the National Safety

Council found drinkers were involved in
55 per cent of the fotal. At other times
of the year they are involved in but 30
per cent

Take it easy this Christmas. Don't
drink and drive. FExercise care in every-
thing you do. Make it a merrier Christ.
mas for everybody.

The Big Crush

approach. Traffic has to skeedaddle if
costly jams are to be prevented. Capt
Yioyd W. Henkel's boys make it skee-
daddle all right—in no uncertain terms

What Charlotteans are experiencing
now, however, mav be a sample of what
an ordinary August traffic rush will
be like in the future. Present thorough-
fares functioned pretty well in the ¢
of horse traction and handicrafts. They
are well-clogged with horseless carriages
today. The situation will get progres
sively worse unless major measures are
taken to redesign thoroughfare systems
fo new needs

Policen are doing a superh
keep low fairly steady today
tomorr big crush may he beyond
them

We applaud Henkel & Co t owe
are holding our breath expectantly for
Hoose & Co.

you fo have it. not

e vou
» oldtimers had a way of speaking
some gift or action as “that's just

much like Ji his picture.’ He
4 ed most highly, a
< persona You
tal th you, in the poc and in
and it becomes more endear-
time because it is always fresh
i s pertinent, And that i Iy
e mbined efforts and gen of
k wiss operating simultaneously
« d n ma a time-piece to equal
t nexpensive watch with which the
n father once anointed r
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One of life's petty annoyances is when
{he civie club speaker talks so loud you
hear what the man seated next to
you is saying.—Miami HERALD.

If Christmas Comes, Can Peace Be Very Far Behind?

By MARQUIS CHILDS

PARIS

THE WORDS that issued from
the NATO heads of govern-
are a liftle like the wrap-
on a Christmas package.
the package contains—that
y. what will be done in

ment
ping
What

ha
50 soon discarded.
Just ahead lies a great deal of

patient, painstaking, difficult ef-
fart il 1l arc to mean any-
1 Hardly less than a com.

plete political, diplomatic and eco-

asling of NATO is nec-
it the words of the com-
je are to be lived up to.

DULLES UNCHANGED

I there is fo be a real explora.
tion of the possibility of negotia-
tion with the Soviets, then the
push for it will have to come from
this side of the Atlantic
I that the effort must be
of State John
not changed his
ions with the
or worse — na
1 invitation to frus.
and disillusionment. At
n view a for

s conference weuld
ral al_ conyenient

vord to describe not
ercise itself but how it shall
e conducted.

Nevertheless, when these quali.
fications are added up, the fact
remains that a foreign ministers
meeting was officially suggested
in response fo a strong feeling of
urgency in Europe. And as the
threats and counterthreats of nu.

A Yuletide Salute

A Wassalling We (Ugh!) Ge

clear war continue, this pressire
may become irresistible,

NORSTAD'S TASK

The most difficult immediate
task falls to the lot of Gen. Lau.
ris Norstad, supreme commander
Nor-

of NATO's Europesn forces.
stad must work out the strategy
of the r bases, and ba will
need all the political skill he has
already shown as the commange
of a force ¢ . m nalione.
There in many
NATO cat k of put-
ting permanently in place the

launching pads for these 1,500-
mile weapons with their nuclear
warlieads

President Eisenhower and
Prime Minister Harold Macmil-
lan agreed in Bermuda in March
that Britain should get American
missiles, but the details of that
agreement are only now being fi-

‘Greetings, Chief’

By ROBERT

LAMOS, Spain
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SPANISH PERDIZ

That's something you ought to
fry some time, the Spa d

W a
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miles an hour
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ESCAPE HATCH

b

You know how

I use you and Hobeaw instoqd
of tranquilizers, Mister B
matter how bad it is, b n

C. RUARK

death and taxes, I can run my
nind k to 11 years of the
quail season at Hobeaw, Big or
Little, and all of a sudden I
feel be It wasn't so much
the excitement of birds exploding
under your feel, or that solid
slap of hourbon when the day
was [ir or the quality of the

food. Or ¢
compan,

YULE LOG

en the quality of the

DAYS
It was a misture of the com-
h somehow hlended
{ Graustarkian ad-

a harking back to
1 they hung the halls
dragged in the Yule
pple in the pig's
p the mead and

ade merry. Senlimen-
am, 1 can walk men-
room to room in both

in South Carolina,
a very long distance

even 2
I hape that nobody’s bolhering
the ducks on Miss Navarro's pond,

and that all your friends are
shooting as badly 2as one edi
tor we know. I hope the rains

didn’t drown the spring clutches
of quall chicks, and that Ely and
Henry are shooting the tame cats
e wild

HOODOO COVEY

T hope there is always a covey
next fo the sawdust piles, and
that hoodoo covey of Fly's is
still putting the hex on the hun-
ters. | liope that all the turkevs
are safe and sound on Belle's
place, and that the deer eal-
ing the gardenias, as usual.

I hope all the little fat
rumped ponies are enjoying the
best of health, although they must
be nearly as old as me now, I
hope that crazy horse who doesn't
like me comes to a bad end.

1 hope the woods look like I
{hink they look, and the sparkle-
berry bushes are giving you good
and that the first bourbon
X tastes as good ax

seemed to think, I

the fire leaps high, and

Churchill's picture stands out in

bright relief, and that rra
will slap vour hand whe

ches oo offen to the

T wish you a very, very

n Christmas, chief, with one

injunction: Save some quail for

me for next year. I have per

focted a falent for missing
is uncanny and wish to try
out in your precincts

Quote, Unquote

“Nothing's more playful than
a young cat, nor more grave
than an old one.”—Thomas Ful-
er,

nally worked out. NATO must
move much faster or the impact
of the decision taken here will be
nullified.

WHAT PROGRESS

If any progress was made fo-
ward seftling the major pelitical
differences that have plagued
the NATO powers, the evidence is
not yet visible. Both President
Eisenhower and Dulles talked at
length with the Greeks and the
Turks, but Cyprus is no nearer
solution. The French reported that
chances for a settlement of the
war in Algeria are improved, al
though for at least two more years
the cost of “pacification” will be
a billion dollars a year and this
means the need for American help,
directly or indirectly,

In the face of the really ominous
storm centers, such as the Middle
Fast, NATO admits its impotence.
The language used to brush off
this continuing menace fo peace
is so platitudinous and empty that
it might better have been omitted
entirely, The same thing must be
said of the “concern” expressed
over the spreading anarchy in In-
donesia and the plight of the
Duteh in the face of this swift dis-
integration,

LIFE OR DEATH

That is the great weakness of an
alliance limited by the geograph.
ical boundaries of Western Eu-
rope, this small peninsula thrust
out from the great land mass of
Asia, Almost every NATO power
has involvements outside these
boundaries, and in many instan.
ces the involvements mean some-
Ahing close to life or death. The

%

Under The Missileloe

oil of the Middle East is {he prime
example. Yet NATO as an alli-
ance is powerless to move with
any unity beyond the conventional
limits of Europe itself.

To be more than a defense or-
ganization, the generalizations
about politics and economics which

ood sound but no sub-
stance must be made real. It is
hard in the immediate altermath
of ithe conference to se2 who will
carry out the transfornation that
, since the political
of NATO has always hesn o
small blister on t

in a

s e come oul of showy
NATO meetings. Fifty combat
divisions within five years was

the rash promise of the Lishon
meeting of 1951, Since that brave
promise the conventional forces of
NATO have withered away, with
the French removing virtu-
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ally all their troops to North Af-
rica. The heads of government
carefully looked around the gues-
tion of conventional forces and
force levels.

ADENAUER'S IDEA

1f the precedent of past pre-
vails, the latest promises will also
fade with the passage of time.
Bul a great many Europeans are
determined that NATO shall be
transformed into a_political and
rconomic alliance with real mean-
ing, not only for Europe but for
the world. Foremosl among these
is Germany's Chancellor, Konrad
Adenauer.
Just hefore he left for Bonn the
ar-old  Chancellor received
correspondents for an hour of
questioning. He was hale, hearty
and cheerful, He spoke with vig-
orous determination of how ths
chances for peace with the So-
viets will be tirelessly explored.

Sifting in a large red armchair,
the old Chancellor, with complete
sell possession and a quiel elo.
quence, said that the alliance
must free the peoples of both East
apd Vst  Germanpy from the
nightmare of rockels and

o daager toda;
ever heiore. And he spoke, too, of
how NATO would now transform
self into a political and econom-
¢ alliance extending iis influence
far beyond the borders of Europe,
If this is the spirit of Europe,
if there are other Europeans like
the venerable Adenauer, then this
may indeed be a turning point
for the West and, above all,
E 3
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The Candle’s Light
Is Not Destroyed

Charl
Editors, The
N HIS running feud with s
l stern medieval theolog
A. W, Black has stated t
ligion causes men to fear death
Having accepted this limited def-
inition of “religion," he implies
that the only concept of God is
that of a fearsome Being. It
should be pointed out that there
are millions of Christians who do
not fear death precisely because
they believe in God.

Nsws

It should also be noted th
although men may be
trained in the physical sci
dimension, they have lit
more foundation than the
layman” for making an in
formed decision on a purely
spiritual subject like that of im-

mortality, There are, of course
as many dogmas in science as
there are in theology. Here are

the remarks of Arthur Compton,
Nobel Prize winner in physics,
and a ploneer in atomic devele
opment.

“In my laboratory, 1 am not
concerned with proving survival
but every day I deal with forces
which are intelligent and before

h T sometimes feel T should
kneel in reverence. If 1 light a

candle bere before you and im-
mediately snuff it out, I ha

not destroyed the candlelight.
You no longer see it with your
physical eyes: but countless
thousands of light years from
ne tiny candle flame will

be winging its way through
space. If 1 cannot destroy a can-
dle light which I myselt hava
created, how absurd to think
that personality should be de-
str because of physical

In science and religion, truth
does not lie so much within
dogmas as it does above them

~—ALAN NEWCOMB

tom coioma U.S.Soldiers To Hav e Happy Holiday

Editors' Note: Drew
the holidays, is making

Pearson

a good-will tour

during

effectively than a
home. Over

decoration as avidly and sometimes more
community
the recreation center at

back

aged to pack all 500 into one plane.
The American soldier who is maintain.
ing and operating these weapons of war

roccan

to finance Christmas celebrations at M

orphanages. For months they have

been busy collecting old toys, repainting

NOUASSEL

of our North African bases
'I‘IH" American soldier's ab
himself to h

tinues to he the mi
an age which may

He's Celebrating

1t makes no difference ihal
can GI is thousands of miles

t the

or that he's surrounded by m pop-
ulation that does mot j . 10
Christ’s nativity, It's Chris no

matter where he is, he's celebrating it.

S n the main street of Wheelus
Air se in Tripoli you'll see sach bar-
rack competing for the best Christmas

Joy

Nouasseur Air Base you will see rein-
deer leaping toward the African horizon,
and over the vehicle maintenance shop
you will see a silhouette of a wrecker's
truck rescuing Santa Claus. The truck
has picked up Rudolph the Red-Nosed
Reindeer and is towing Santa's sleigh
with other reindeer inside—a mute re-
minder that Nouasseur's vehicle mainle-
nance corps can rescue anything

Arctic Touch

To me Christmas doesn’t seem quite as
real here in Africa as it did In Green-
land last year at this time. There's no
snow, no ice, B0 30-below temperature
or other touches of ‘winter usually asso-
ciated with Christmas. To be sure, Har-
mon Air Force Base in Newfoundland
gave an arctic touch to the Azores by
sending 800 Christmas frees and Lieut.
Eugene Schayer of chxcllo,wmg}mw man-

l

in contradiction to the hope that Christ
cherished for mankind would prefer not
to be doing what he is doing. He would
rather be home. However, as noted above,
he has an amazing ability just him-
self to any surroundings and this Christ-
mas he will be able to part

ipate in cr
munity pageants, church es, and en-
tertainment as whole-hearted as any back
home.
Helping Others
And, because the American soldier,

whether he reads the Rible or not, has
an inherent sense of what Christmas is
all about, he has gone out of his way in
these distant lands lo help the people of
these lands,

For some weeks the air patrol at Nouas.
seur has been putting the “touch” on
everyone from the base commander down

and repairing them for children in the
near-by Moroccan towns, Other air units
are doing the same.

American Santas

I watched one Christmae party given
at the Nouasseur Air Force hospital for
60 French and Moroccan orphans by the
hospital corps.

The hospital mess
with children too excite
their Air Force escorts too husy o no
tice, they didn't eat. Finally the pretensa
of eating was over and the children stood
by to receive the presents which the hos-
pital personnel had purchased for each
and every one of them. They stood bash-
fol and timid in the presence of such
unaccustomed riches and their eyes
sparkled as they unwrapped those riches.

Then they went home to dream of an-
olher Christmas with kindly Americans
acting as Santa Claus,

}

was crowded
to eat and, with




