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Progress Tiptoed In The Back Door

HE CONCEPT of a unified Atlantic

community of nations is not as un-

fmaginable as some would have us be-
lieve.

While the world's attention strayed to
more explosive but less hopeful scenes,
NATO parliamentarians meeting in Paris
have unanimously adopted a resolution
calling for a conference to explore great-
er Atlantic unity,

This unusual step toward political and
economic unity as well as military ac-
cord was missed by the wire services
and most newspapers in their coverage
of the meeting. Readers were fully in-
formed about the more immediate. but
less significant, controversy over the de-
livery of arms to Tunisia but they
learned nothing about the success of a
proposal which may save the West from
disaster.

On recommendation of the organiza-

tlon's political commiftee, headed by
Sen. Estes Kefauver (D-Tenn), NATO
heads of government were asked to:
. . Bring about, in accordance with
the constitutional and governmental pro-
cesses of their countries, a conference
composed of leading representative citi-
zens selected on a non-partisan basis and
directed to convene as often as neces-
sary in order to examine exhaustively
and to recommend how greater coopera-
tion and unity of purpose, as envisioned
by the North Atlantic Treaty, within the
Atlantic community may best be devel-
oped.”

Sen. Kefauver, a sponsor of the 1956
congressional resolution requesting Pres-

ident Eisenhower to call such a meet-
ing, emphasized that he was not advo-
cating a new federation of states but
merely the kind of cooperative effort
foreseen in the NATO charter

The latter disclaimer may save Sen
Kefauver some political embarrassment
at home but it is perfectly clear that
some sysiem of effective political con-
sultation will have to be devised. The
senator himself said in an address during
the conference of NATO parliamentar-
fans:

“We must be explorers in the politi-
cal field just as we are in the scientific
field. We can expect no lasting \:nil\ of
thought in military ;
tific maters. unless we establish voliti-
cal unily. A disunited people is like a
mob—it can be dispersed by a very, few
who are disciplined and carry the weight
of authority, We should recognize that
the Soviet and its satellites are able to
achieve a monolithic discipline . . .

“We do not want to duplicate ftheir
system . But we do want to mobilize
the greal genius, the productive capac-
ity, the moral and scientific and military
leadership of which the free peoples of
the West are capable when they act in
unison. Throughout our history they
have had this unity of action only in
war. Think of how much better this
world would have been if they had been
exercising such unity in time of peace.”

There is still time, in an age of peril,
for a workable adaption of the Atlantic
Union idea. It should be thoroughly ex-
plored by representative citizens of
NATO nations,

The Egghead: Rapture In The Senate

URING the last session of Congress
physicist Edward Teller would not
have been invited to expound his views
before Congress. Had he been and had
he talked as he did before a group gf
solemn senators the other day, he might
have been hooted out of the congres-
sional halls. For the man known as the
father of the H-bomb was urging the na-
tion to take costly risks and gambles on
such things as space platforms, trips to
the moon, and research in the ocean
shelves for minerals and vegetables.
The risks and the gambles would be
that the money spent on these projects
might go for naught. Dr. Teller would
not pretend to tell the senators the spe-
cific advanfages that might acerue in
these projects. “Shall' T fell you why 1
want to go fo the moon? Well. 1 have
already told you in a way. 1 don't really
know. 1 am just curiou . but the
fact is that if you make such a very hig
step like going to the moon, it will have
both amusing and amazing and practical

and military consequences. That is how
it always was in the world.”

The senators sat in silent attention for
two-and-a-half hours as the scientist
talked. They complimented him warmly
as he left the witness chair. “This is one
of the most interesting two-and-a-half
hours that I have spent since I have been
in the United States Senate," said Sen
Leverett Saltonstall

It was a curiously hopeful thing — a
group of senators listening raptly to a
man who was asking them fo spend
money on conjecture. In part, it was
attributable to the material results the
Soviet has achieved by doing just that
But it is just possible some of them re-
membered the unspecific answers given
by the English phvsicist, Faraday. when
he was ridiculed for the importance he
attached to his basic discoveries about
electricity.

What were the specific purposes of his
discoveries? the critics asked

“What is the purpose of a newborn
baby?" Faraday replied

Squirrels, Yes, But No Bum Steers

HE most flamboyant farewell to fol-

derol in U. S. political history has

undoubtedly been penned by Sen. Rich-
ard Neuberger (D-Ore)

In the spirit of finger-waving self-
righteousness, he wrote his constituents
Hw other day

have not visited the Pendleton
Round-Up, Portland Rose Festival and
ents since my election to the

similar e
U. S. Senate . Politicians should not
intrude on the children, cow-punchers,
Indians and tourists for whom these oc-
c are heid It would not make a
buckaroo better able to lasso a steer if he
dertook a pilgrimage to the Senate
nor would it make me a better senator
to trek to the Round-Up . .. Some peo
ple in public life try to cover up a lack

From The Richmond Times-Dispatch

of familiarity with issues by exploiting
events which properly belong to others
We accept with nonchalance the poli-
tician who lacks knowledge of legisla-
tive matters because he is dedicating sta-
diums or opening turkey shows. The im-
mortal Robert Louis Stevenson mourned
the fact that ‘politics is perhaps the only
profession for which no preparation is
necessary ' The sooner we get away from
this notion, that much sooner will we
have the kind of government we expect
and yearn for
Uh huh. This enemy of folderol is the
same Sen. Neuberger who took up so
much of the Senate's time championing
the cause of the squirrels on the White
House lawn not long ago. A real eye
for issues he.
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Longer, Wider Autos Aggravate Traffic Woes

achievements also wider and lower. There is a out with reference to any attempt

da about glamorous by the automotive industry to

dual or triad tail lights, solve the two all-important prob-

exciting rear decks, artistic grills lems created by the automobile—

and thrilling side trimming. the problems of traffic congestion
and automobile accidents. 7

lrrm'um the latest
the automotive industry
© What are the great carth-shak
ing advances featured in the new
models? It appears that the in-
comparable new cars are up to 9
inches longer and not only that,

Boston, Mass

Editors, The News

Srl — with the arnual beating
of drums — the 1958 auto

models have been unveiled. Again

the American public is called

upon to view with breathless ad-

But_ there's a complete black-

Traffic experts insist in no un-
certain terms that the public —
which means all taxpayers—must
provide more and more billions of
dollars for a nationwide road
building campaign in order to pre
vent traffic strangulation by the
automobile. Auto manufacturers
are vigorously supportin:  the

campaign to spend billions of pub-
lic money for adequate roads to
ommodate the  automobile.
Why, then, do they persist at the
same time in making their auto-
mobiles longer and wider when
doing so is bound to aggravate the
problem?

‘Think Of It As A Necessary Crash Program, Ezra’

“Quiet Bunch In The
Back Seat, En?”

can't see the road close up ahead
and at the side. He is forced to
guess at passing clearances and
front and rear intervals. His po-
sitioning in his car gives him a
sense of detachment with respect
to the road, He is inflated with a
room suites, would they keep feeling of power that makes him
making the furniture larger and forgetful of the unpredictable haz-
larger and then call on the public ards and dangers involved in
to finance a multi-billion dollar driving. With a 120 mp.h. speed.
program of enlarging present ometer, no wonder he is lured on
houses and building ever bigg to drive too fast

new houses to accommodate the

furniture? That sounds sil

Suppose the auto makers de-
cided to turn their plants to man-
ufacturing some other product,
say household furniture. 1f they
then started to mass produce liv-
g room, bedroom and dining

Auto makers are talking A.M.'r

Bt it just about on a building into their cars
with wha s happening In the case  But whet are they. doing? Tnstall-
of the automobile? ing salety belts and shoulder

straps, strengthening door locks,
padding interiors each and e
ery feature of which is designed
to mitigate the severity of acci.
dents AFTER they happen, not to
prevent the accidents from hap-
pening. Put all the drivers in the
country in strait jackets and
you won't prevent a single acci-
dent from happening.

Today’s car averages lo trans-
than two persons. Mo-
. it displaces on the road
the space of more than 35 pedes-
trians, In motion, it takes up an
jnexcusably large area in view of
the traffic congestion that has
now been a major national prob-
lem for more than a quarter of a
century.

And what has been done in the
new cars about the still greater
problem of automobile accidents?
The automobile is Killing 40,000,
maiming for life some 100,000 and

The place to look for solution
of the automobile accident prob-
lem s obviously in the automo-
bile itsell. Auto makers may trv
to side step responsibility by
injuring more than two million elaiming they build what the pub.
others annually on the highways Ii¢ wants. There is no ground for
of our country. this, The public has to have tran:
. portation and the only available

The only way to solve the au- means to that end is the
tomobile accident problem — and Mmobile as desicned and buil
it must be solved — is to rede- Promoted by the auto industry.
sign the automobile for safe op-
eration

The human being who operates
the car is playing second fiddle
fo every essential operating fea-
ture. Safe operation of every au-
tomobile depends primarily on the
operator’s abi 0 see the road
ard its unpredictable hazards. To-

The problems of tra
tion and automobile accidents will
be made worse, not beter, by
58 cars. These problems wil
solved only when the automabile
manufacturers design and build
cars to fit the people who will
operate them and the roads m\

SN day's passenger automobile is so nlm h they will be operated. Th
dmgm-d and built that the oper. Wil be best & plished 1“'
ecision MuUst be Mmade ot Scaiel Mol o tare driver nron. enging nrear pa-
. back from the front of his car senger automobiles
and down behind a long-high hood — ARTHUR W. STE
name, by the insiders at the his office, such powers and du-

A Spot For Nixon’s Desk?
White House. ties shall be dischor; by the

This can be made to work at vice president as Acting Presi- S
times when nothing much needs dent This section authorizes a an wrltln n a
urgently 1o be done. But it is President to announce his own in-
certainly not a ability and allows him to do so,
form new policies and meet the knowing that his powers and
demands of the critical time in duties will be restored to him
which we are living ‘ recovers

The second course open to the |
President is to resign, basing his
decision on his pledge o the press
cenference of March 7. 1956, th
unless he “felt absolutely up to
the duties of the presidency,”” he
“would no longer be there in the

Presidential Disability

By WALTER LIPPMANN

NEW YORK departments are subject only to a
lnw unhappily, the President velo. exercised in the President's

in writing that he is unable to dis-
charge the powers and duties of

has been stricken again, and
this time at a vety grave moment
indeed the fortunes of this coun-
try and of the whole \\p«hyn
world, It is a time which tri
men's sodls. It is 0ve when the
demands upon the President of
the United States are exceptional
Iy severe. Even the most robu
President would find them a fear
ful strain, and for one who is an
invalid must be just about
intolerabl
To all his other burdens, there
has now heen added the burden
of deciding what is his duty, giv-
en the stark fact that for some
time to come he must be spared
hard work and that he will not
be able in fact to do what is de-
manded of him. In a formal and
narrow sense of the words it is no
doubt true, as Mr. Nixon said at
the White House on Tuesday, that
the President is fully capable of
making n decisions. But
that is a fong way short of being
capable of formulating the poli-
cies which come up for decision,
and of the dership which is
needed to ca them out,

THREE CHOIC

By DORIS FLEESON

SHINGTON
TTHE nation's desperate need for

leadership colors the mood of
Washington in the presence of a
third erists in the health of Presi
dent Eisenhower.

The sympathy and kindly feel-
ings for the President are not dim.
inished though the emotional im-
pact has been lessened by repeti-
tion. It is the times which are dif-

President's doctors are too opt
mistic; others want to wait an
see. What is certain is that h
must have time to convalesce and
that meanwhile he will be spared
the weight of the heavy burdens
of the presidency

TIMES CHANGE

Some significant episodes are
occurring in what might be called
ferent and so recognized by even the handwriting-onthe wall de-
the most shallow thinker partment
USEFUL PRECEDENT Iu striking contrast with his ear-  When the President Thad his

lier illnesses, the present disabil- heart attack there was a
ity lays the President low in a pe- headlines about Vice Pre:
riod marked by economic uncer- Nixon, Then Presidential As
tainties at home and a stark real- ant Sherman Adams, White ”uu o
ization that a degree of supremacy Press Secretary James C.
hias been achieved by the Soviet ty and other top White House
Union in the future weapons of ures closed both ranks and mouthis
war within the administration, The

s - vice pre Id no press con-

ACTION DEMANDED JICe preski Deidno ptews -
dence. He was out of the picture
am the beginning to the end of

e President’s ileitis surgery

This time, Hagerty loaned the
vice president his White House of-
fice for @ press conference. This
was a step up from the White
House sidewalk from which Nixon
coolly and competently had talked
for reporters, newsrecls and TV
the day before

w of only one serious ob-
rction to this procedere. It is that
vice president would be in a
hard position, not knowing how
long he was 1o act as President
and therefore compelled to guess
whether the President
recovered, would approve of what
he was doing. This might be par-
ticularly difficult in case he had
to make appointments to the sen-
ior Cabinet posts

flurry of

et

Though there is weight in this
objection, the question is whether
the third course is, nevertheless,
rot preferable, on the one hand,
to government by a kind of sell-
constituted and anonymous regen-
cv. and, ou the other hand, to the
mentous and irrevocable act of
tion. I think it would be
iice among choices of
which none is anything but un-  Where the country was relaxed
pleasant. For Vice President ond confident on previous occa-
Nixon, who has been maturing sions, it is today apprehensive and
successfully, has in the past year demanding action
) wn thal he has the vigor and  How people here feel personally
hle decision, were it not that there the holdness to go in the direc- about possible steps to meet the
is avnmd and much less drastic tjon that Mr. Eisenhower himself demand for decisions depends
and tragic course open to bim would g0 — if he e neces- largely on how they feel about
ACTING PRESIDENT ry vigor of mind and body Vice President Richard M. Nixon.
There is another reason why it In this area there is no middle
would be a good thing for the Pres-  ground
ident to take this course. It would But it is widely recognized that
the period of his convalescence— establish a necessary and useful present encouraging bulletins con-
the powers and duties of his of- precedent as to what can be done stitute at hest a Scotch tape op-
fice, but not the office olf. Mr. under the Constitution when the eration. Perhaps they always did
of Eisenhower the President h disabled, is still in spite of the fact that so many

igna

the best c

At the best, we are told
the President “will require 3
and substa mJ ally
activities _est
ral weeks "

weuks wh

? ¥
PRESIDENT VHOWER
Should He Resign?

o
are th
policies
d the budge-
hwill

jub.”* This would be an unavoida-

must be f
tary decisions T
constitute the onse of this
country and of Western alli-
ance to the challenge of the Soviet
Union’s  technological
ments. How is this to be
while the President is r.‘.\m. E

C ubstantially

That is to pass to the vice presi
dent — temporarily and only for

The White House sounding
board is, of course, the best in the
nation. The wits are already
mg where they will put

would remain

Cessary

“that must be President of the United § cable of judging that he is dis- people were able fo persuade
But for a period, and at his own abled. themselves to the contrary.
discretion, the viee president This, to be sure. solves only As doctors of sturdy common

would be the Acting President,
If Mir. Eisenhower does this, he 1) di here would remain
will be putting into effect the rele- the problem of w to do if the
vant part of the plan, which Al- President is unconscious or irra-
torney General Brownell with his I. But it would meet the most
wa approval, laid before Congress last uation .\mi in fact it

done during the two April. Section 2 of the Eis 3
previ vern- et-Brownell plan meets the pres of Wi
ment, by s committee which in el- ent situation exactly. Il reads as of Eisenhower. himse

I

fect means tha s of the follows: “If a President declares have in fact nted themselves.
Drew P ’
rew Fearson's

pon fearersy Ike Should Retire In

WASHINGTON

]\ the opinion of this writer, who has
i mony presidents in office,

nation would be
retired

part of the problem of T

iden-  scnse pointed out on the other ot Unmarried Authors
n en the most eminent

pri ackitiuoty’ cannot give the Pres- fHE perfect hostess will see to
ident a new set of arteries. His it that the works of male and
arteries proclaimed their dam- female authors are
age in the heart attack. They bave her book shelves.
again betrayed him with a dis- . _unless they
tressing illness of undetermined should not be ftolerate ady
which severity gnd duration Gough in "A Book of Funmuc"'
Again some experts feel the 1863.

riul
military
vice president

.ul.m 5

Nixon’s Favor

next moves. We have to decide what we
will do to counter these moves. This will
require a firm, clear-thinking brain in the
White House. Vice President Nixon has
been firm, clear, and right of late n in-
ternational policies. President Eisen

Helen Gahagan Douglas and on such
scientists as Dr. Edward Condon. It was
Nixon who actually initiated MeCarthyism
four years ahead of the late senator from
Wisconsin, It was he who first drove
out of government some of the scientists
we need today. hower, for all his kindliness and good

However, the United States now faces intentions, has been slow, va
a_crisis requiring quick, firm decisions, timid.

If Russia should go into the Near Ei
which scems more than likely, we face Ike’s Pledge
It the President listens to his own

siles, submarines, and air power has so
slumped compared with Russia that she
could wipe out our major cities, lay
waste our indust and cripple us as.a
nation. Our longrange bombers could
knock out some Russian cities in retalia
tion, hut not many. The odds are heavily
in favor of Russia

This is a crisis which has drifted from
bad ta worse has been fully known
to the White House for some time.

s of the
esident Eisenhower
r of Vice President Nixon.
1 write this not in criticism of Dw
Ri

D, Eisenhower, or in praise
Nixon, but be

ause of the dan
the United States.

as serious as thel
s ago minus one

. . the difficult. crucial decision of whether
Nixon’s Vigorous Stand to back up the Eisenhower Doctrine.

7. 1941, the ood ¢ o &

: d conscience and his own realizatio

Nayy inank flo. hicbbovio. G100 Fa Vice President Nixon, on the other This could mean war. Shthntsatioiis (trandl of e m(l-lmm he

cific fleet to the bottom of Pearl Har- hand, has seen the danger. has been vig-  1f Red China should now decide 10 will carry out his own pledge of March
bor, le i the West Coast completely orous and vocal in alerting the public. fire on Quemoy or Matsu, we would have 156 :

to decide whether to go to war against
Red China. Under the Eisenhower Do
trine we are so pledged.

Had Japan followed up at He has been even more vocal in b
over stage conferences. This writer has not
been an admirer of Mr. Nixon's political

defenseless.
that time, she
and occupied the

“Unless I felt absolutely u; the per-
formance of the duties of the ]rr\nltl‘
the second that I didn’t I would no longer

from Canada v:y M o operations, particularly his unfair, un- The Communist world now has the be on the job. I have promised them
ewise today, our strength in mis- derhanded attacks on Congresswoman trump cards in its hand. It can make the (the American people) that.
N l ‘




