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The U.S. Faces A Crisis Of Confidence

TIIF. disturbing news of the President’s
latest illness could not have come at
a time when the nation was worse pre-
pared to receive it

To deep concern over revelations of So-
viet scientific and military advances is
now added the alarming possibility that
the seat of U. S. leadership and world in-
fluence will be left vacant for an indefi-
nite period. The importance of the presi-
dency as the center of the nation’s force
and direction cannot be minimized.
When it does not function, the nation’s
affairs tend to drift into a state of paraly-
sis.

Essentially, then, the President's illness
presents a crisis of confidence that the
people, the Congress and the adminis-
tration must overcome. They have done
it before, although not as thoroughly as
they must do it now because previous
ilinesses of Mr. Eisenhower and of other
Presidents before him came, in general,
at less critical times.

The worst possible reaction would be
for the nation to let its attention be
drawn away from an of the

it. The studies and the program must
go forward. The determination of the
nation to fill its role of world leadership
must be kept crystal clear. In its deep
concern for the President the nation sim-
ply cannot afford to turn away from the
realities, or to succumb to its anxieties,

‘While there is no substitute for active
presidential leadership, the people will
respond wholeheartedly to disinterested
direction from Congress and responsible
administration officials. It would be un-
realistic and probably unwise to ask for
a cessatlon of partisanship. But partisan.
ship can be and must be raised to a
higher plane than is expected in normal
times.

The first concern of Congress and the
administration must be o see to it that
the U. S. government continues to func-
tion effectively at home and overseas.
The conduct of the two branches of gov-
ernment during the weeks ahead will be
judged in the context of that necessity.

The President’'s {llness already has
called forth the best instincts of Ameri.
cans. If their attitude is matched in
the uncertainties ahead will

Soviet threat and from a program to meet

he weathered safely and confidently.

Should The Presidency Be Remodeled?

HE NATURE of the presidency can-
not be remodeled to fit the physical
condition of an ailing chief executive
That is one of the chilling realities of
the present situation.
The presidency must remain the sym-

f bol of American prestige and power

abroad. Field Marshal

That image must be preserved—even
at a time when the president is unable
to rise from his sickbed

Emergency measures can and should
be devised to keep the government run-
ning when the chief executive is tempo-
rarily disabled (learly the vice presndenl
should be with certain presi-

brought this fact into sharp focus In
1955 after a visit to Mr. Eisenhower in
Denver. “He's not only your guy, he’
our guy . . . from a world point of view,"
said \!nmcnmer‘«'

The world will always look to the
American presidency for an expression
of U. 8. policies and principles. No other
man, however competent or eloquent,
can do it for him and achieve the same
unified effect—not even the secretary
of state. The president speaks with au.
thority and influence that is unique.

dential powers in such cases. This can
be done simply and reasonably by a
constitutional amendment.

But any overhaul of the presidency it-
self to adjust the job to the limitations
of one of its holders is unthinkable. To
alter the character of the presidency or
diminish fts power would risk damaging
the delicate balance among the three
branches of the federal government. This
power must, as Hamilton once said,
“the sole and undivided responsibility of
one man.”

Charlotte’s Best Hope Is A Necessity

ROUSED public support for urban re.
£X newal in Charlotte must be har-
nessed—now.

The leadership of inspired and dedi-
cated citizens is available. The knowledge
of what to do and how to do it is at
hand. Uncle Sam stands ready to assist
if the community can prepare a work-
able plan of action.

It is a ready-made nppnrtumt) for sig-
nt civic progres
Chamber of (nmmcrc(‘ is already
has kindled an amazing
amount of interest in urban renewal’s
potentialities among Charlotte's business
and professional people and was pre-
pared today to take an insistent plea for
action to the City Council itself

The challenge must not be misin.
terpreted. It implies no rivalry. It is no
power play to steal the initiative from
the City Council. Tt is the product of an
earnest and enlightened concern for the
civic good.

The tremendous human and material
waste in ent in urban blight cannot be
stopped by government alone. Blight can
be reversed only through the teamwork
of government and business,

This teamwork should be promoted and
encouraged rather than sabotaged by
sspicion and scorn.

Every possible positive power must
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be harnessed—the dynamic of an aroused
business community, the dynamic of civic
pride, the dynamic of moral concern and
good citizenship, the dynamic of en-
lightened self-interest on the part of all
the citizens of Charlotte.

If the slums of Brooklyn can be eradi-
cated with the help of government, pri-
vate enterprise and mobilized public
pride and sentiment, then the whole com-
munity will profit. Such a program as
urban renewal holds untold benefits for
Charlotte. By eliminating slums, their
social and economic drag would be re-
placed by areas paying their own w
City revenues would increase. Tax pres-
sures would be relaxed. An ugly sore
w‘uld be removed from the city's con.
science.

Much planning will have to be done.
Much work lies ahead. Those who work
and plan must be realists who do not
despise limited objectives at first. Per.
haps they should be content simply mak-
ing a game rather than go down trying
for a grand slam. Part scores add up
But, working together, all of the builders
of community progress—private and pub-
lic—can make urban renewal a success
in Charlotte, It is absolutely necessary
that they shun petty jealousies and con-

centrate on teamwork. That is today's
best hope. It is more than that. It is
a necessity.

calling is a big mouthful This seems to

be aHr‘huVam»- partially to the specious
desire of some fathers and mothers to
hold onto early middle age as if it were
the only bucket of water in Arizona
Daughter” has gone to the old ladies
home, and “son” is a sometimes boy. For
some reason, “son” always denoted a
lot. particularly when prefaced by a
imiling “my."

So-called “modern art" is ahout as
modern elchings made by cave men
of their caves—awd about

artistic. — JacksoN (Miss.) State

Judge rules wife may go through hus-
band’s pockets at pleasure. This validates
the marriage license as a search war-
rant. — GastoNiA Gazerre

ad to see you old man. Can you lend
me five dollars?" “Sorry, but I haven't
‘And at home?
well, thank you, very
(Mo.) DEmoCRAT.
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well
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“True, there's no money
no poetry in

in poetry. But, then, there's
money, either.”

Younger Democrats Thwack

Party’s Southe
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WASHINGTON
the
younger and more aggressive
from outside the
nst irstance acting as chairman of a

Tl {E determination of

Democrats
South to assert themselves
their southern leadersh:

peared in connection with the Sen.

ate missile inquir;

The inquiry chairman, Majority

SEN. JOHNSON
A Dose Of Soothing Syrup

Leader Lyndon Johnson of Texas,
s the leading expanent of a mod-
which n Democrats

inguishable from
the Eiserhower brand. Johnson
has begun the new endeavor with
repeated assurances of non-parti-
sanship and an agenda that the
senior Republican. Sen. Styles

SEN, SYMINGTON
A Table-Pounding Protest

he Cap
pounding
Stuart

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

an-

rn Leadership

S FLEESON

indignation long before the Sput.
niks forced it upon the attention
of the public and the White House,

Technically Johnson is in this

preparedness subcommittee of the
Armed Services Committee. He
can certainly depend upon its
chairman, Sen. Richard Russell
of Georgia, and its ranking Demo.
crat, Sen. Harry Byrd of Virgin.
ia, for support

But the committee roster shows
too that Symington will not stand
alone. Sen. Henry M. Jackson,
\\n(hmzmn Democrat, chairman
Nuclear Weapons Suhcom-
mmm‘ of the Joint Atomic Ener-
gy Committee, is also on Armed
Services, So is Estes Kefauver of
Tennessee, an old thorn in John-
son's flesh

BIG PROGRAM URGED

Jackson has already urged a
vastly enlarged military program
to defend America against Rus-
sia, with higher taxes to finance
it. His presentation of the mis.
sile-atomic picture at an hour.
and . a - half press conference
seemed to reporters the most in-
cisive and most lucid proposal for
meeting the Russian challenge
they had had from any source.

Jackson fielded the hard ones,
including taxes. He said that cuts
in military manpower should be
restored, foreign aid kept at a
high level, special aid given
din, strategic planning reviewed

submarines  built
with  1,500-mile ballistic

powered
armed

ssiles

A public colliston between the
Johnsan group and moderation
and the stiffer attitudes of Sym-
ington and Jackson may be
avolded. But the issue of party
policy will recur again and again
as the senators start work on the
record they will make for re-elec.
tion and that wide-open presiden.
tia! nominating convention in 1960.

Both Symington and Jackson are
up neat fall, For both, and espe-
cially for Jackson in his West
Coast state, the defense issue is
a good one. And the old political
adage says that when you have
a good issue you should ride it.

Testimony Vs. Talent

OO MUCH current criticism
sees literature as a form of
testimony rather than of talent,
as something that explains far
more than it enriches; as, in othe
ducation rather than

ellectual deep-sea
v of our critics
iseful psychologi-
al tackle and
seem to lack is
vital artistic sense, a dis-
tinguished or even a decent com-

mand over words, —Louis Kron-
enberger in “The Republic Of
Letters."”

Quote Unquote

e contentment depends

upon what we have. A tub

as large enough for Diogenes,

bu orld was too small for
Alexander'—Tke London,

evision sets are threedi

me

al; they give you height,
width and debt."—Chapel Hill
Weekly

Pity The Poor Scrivener

Writing Is The Loneliest Art

PALAMOS, Spain
SUPPOSE every trade has a
pet cliche that eventually
drives the tradesman mad
mean, the grocer must get tired
of cracks about his meeting such
interesting tomatoes—ha, ha—and
the cop is so fortunate because he
belongs to his own private club—
ha, ha—and the newspaperman,
who—ha, ha—also meets such in-
teresting people. Leer, then
“What about Marilyn Monroe?"
But when my taut nerves final-
ly pop, I aim to pick up the iron
maiden here and brain the next
customer who says that he wishes
all he had to do was buy a quire
of cheap paper, slide it into a ma-
chine and ml l million dallars,
living any ler the sun his
lmle old helrt dellru Ha, ha.

NEW BOOK BLUES

But no, says this one, “Here am
1 chained to a desk while you gal-
livant all over the world, prob-
ably on expense account—ha, b
— ‘meeting interesting peopl,
and working in what appears, o

the Jay mind, to be a
blondes, booze, high soc
even higher adventure.

This possibly d be termed
as the Wednesday New Book
Blues, beecause 1 have painted
mysell into a corner on a fresh

one, and all T can do Is just sit
hers and cry. Because writing,
whether it is a book, play, col
umn, short story or magazine ar-
ticle, is the loneliest durned busi-
ness in the world, And one of the
most expensive to run. And one
of the least rewarding unless you
are a fraction of the one per cent
who hit it lucky—which is near-
ly as much a matter of chance
and timing as talent. And you

President Eisenhower

Deserves The Blame
Cheraw, S. C
Editors, The News
“ . SHOULD take note of the
statements and promises of
the FEisenhower administration

during its control of the
its leadership in the
We must

ment and
field of foreign policy
tber that the Amer

adminiatration at its word and paid
the bills with the idea that ev-
erything was just fine

Yet after the launching of the
Soviet satellite into space with a
pup in it the props seemed fo have
been knocked from under our
leaders. Now it appears thal they
are hunting some department

By ROBERT C. RUARK

cam meet more bores, as well

I have been one of the luckier
ons in that most always I have
had some sort of contractual job
that would feed me when an edi-
tor was trying to make up his
mind whether or not to buy an
article or run a book.

But the contract job is the dead-

liest of all, because it has to be
there every day, or three times
a week, or once a month. depend-

ing on the medium. And the cash-
ier doesn't give the slightest hoot
whether you are physically ill,
hearisick, despondent, hung over,
or a combination of the lot. He is
paying the money; he wants the
commodity.

Futhermore, he doesn't give a
damn how you get where you're
going, how you get the copy back,
or whether you're happy in your
work. It is almost like living with
a pair of sinewy hands around
your neck, just waiting to squeeze.

1 haven't had a week's vacation
in five years, for instance, nor
do I have an expense account

NECESSARY EVILS

A secretary is more or less nec
essary if the volume is hiz. and
s0 is an agent, and so is a law
ver, and a tax guy to keep you out
of jail

You can't afford to get sick 1
once wrote five columns in com-
plete delirium from fever, and
was not flattered when the boss
said that they were the best I'd
done in a Jong time. I had to go
to the carbons to see what it was
I had written in that hotel room
in Buenos Alres.

1 have sent copy to the nearest
Indian trading post on a forked
stick, and hoped that it would go

Year Of Progress

ple’s Platform

beads lo place the blame on for
t of duty
ce the blame for all of the
mislakes where it belongs—on the
shoulders of the President and his
tration

ad

Why did our leaders not inform
the people on what to expect? Why

of inter-service feuds in the
Department. o
administration”

lxm nse a lack of

ship in the

1 feel that it ne that the
Prosident put his house in order
and got on with the job the peo
ple elected him for. 1 feel that
it is time that he gave the au
thority to do the job and back

by bus to a railhead, to a town, to
a cable office, Once in a while
when an elephant is about to step

holy Moses, 1

on you, you say,
haven't got a piece for next
\\‘cdnndm When the malaria’s

you, in a lucid interval you
Sk \Vho't feed the dogs when
1 am dead and gone?

But worst of all is the loneliness
when you close that door and stare
at that hateful blank white paper
that buys your beans and bread
The lowest moment in ‘he life of
a writer is whee, eight and on
half months pregnant with a new
unwritten book, he sits down and
types: “Chapter One, Page One
and thinks about the months and
even years before he can write
“End."

STAY ON THE WAGON

Even the idea that writers are a
gay lot who stay loaded all the
time is fallacious, I know ve
few who can drink and write
.muunnmml\ for any sustained

od. 1t's hard cnough fo tell
Yhether it's adequate or just plain
junk when you're cold sober in th

morning, let alone loaded after
midnight

I get quite a lot of letters froey
kids asking advice an how to be a

and 1 am often tempted
Don't. Be a pickpocket

r
to say
or a horse thief or anything else

but leave writing to

with dignity
can't eat any other

that

Meanwhile, back at the ranch,
our hero is still stuck with Chap-
ter Five. . .

Fditors' Note: Mr. Ruark's
latest book, “The 0ld Man And
The Boy.” was reviewed Satur-

day in The News.

the | ers up against any dis-
agreement among the brass and
gold braids of the Defense De-
pariment. As long as there is dis
cord we are going fo lag behind
everyone in the defen
world, If we falter at this time we
v never recover, The lime may
when we il lose all
rr("luvn we now know

T note fhat Mr. Sievenson has
appointed by the administra
to assist in’preparing infor

mation for the President to pre-
sent to the leaders of other nations
al the NATO meetin® in Paris, 1
agree that it to appoint
anyone—Republican o Democrat
—who can help our country out of
this disgraceful situation

. A, GRAHAM

Ike's ‘Economizers’ CutMissile Program

diate missiles travel only BOO miles as gressman Sikes, “that it may cause some known five months in advance that Rus-
ONGRESSMEN  Dan against our range of 1500 miles, the of our allies to panic. sia was going to launch its Sputnik yet
sylvania and Rober Florida, Russian range is ample to knock out ail Secrctary of Defense McElroy nodded didn't let the Army put its six satellites
both Democrats, chewed out high De- our Strategic Air Command bases over- in ag menl at Huntsville, Ala., into the air first.
fense Department officials like Marine seas. Furthermore, they have missiles, “I am seriously disturbed” continued
sergeants training recruits at Parris we don't Sikes. “You seem completely isolated They Are Real
Island when they heard a By pointing 25 missiles at each US, from what your own people are doing  Fxistence of these six satellites was
the lags in the satellite base and firing them simultaneously. the and from what the American people are first reported in this column on Oct. 25.
The public was m i Russians could knock our bases out in thinking. What steps are we taking fo The congressmen. going to Huntsville
day. electric-ch sic Turkey, Italy, Libya, and Western Eu- show our allies that we are catching up after they finished quizzing defense of-
here are somi the thin rope. with Russia?” icials in Washington, saw these satel
gressmen heard which made These SAC bases are for the purpose  Congreesman Dick Wigglesworth, the lites, declared they were no figment of
nan of carrying war to the heart of Russia. gsober Milton, Mass Republiean, dis- a newsman's imagination. The Army has
They are offensive bases, from which we agreed, however. So did GOP Congress- now been given the green light to launch
would launch bomber attacks. These are man Errett Serivner. them.
. the much-publicized attacks President rh“ defended the administrati
< Eisenhower has been talking about in g situation was not Men And The Moon
! his chinup television broadeasts med, that Dr. Edward Teller, father of the H.
% e : . . no defensive | Ron 3 TOCOT P atly against
When e tvamas D | heard Will Allies Panic? Lt Diimg. . moon rockel ax 8 cientife
h f Yet, according to the information given y faster even h stunt” ¢ ..w in ..\ the While House to
j Secre secretly to the House Armed Services €xtra money roview the moon rocket proposals, he
e even Committee, these bases are now almost .. . decided mone of them looked promising
hie d that Russia valueless — thanks to Russia's superior Five Months Warning nnrrmah‘ {o justify the expense, suggested
stockpile missile development and to our compla:  However, even they had a hard time holding up construction of a moon rocket
d ency defending the second amazing elation, until more basic research problems are
¢ at Russig's inlerme “We are so far behind,"” exclaimed Con. namely that the Defense Dept. had solved.
i “




