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Charlotte Must Rise To The Occasion

OLITICAL jugglery must not be per

mitted to warp the ordered design of
Uncle Sam’s proposed North Carolina-
to-Ohio superhighway

This is an engineering pmw(l not a
trophy to Indian-wrestle over in the back-
rooms of county courthouses. It reflects
national needs and the results of traffic
studies painstakingly carried on over a
Jong period of time. And since, in the
national interest, the interstate system is
the most important of all highway plans,
its standards must be the highest Its
origins and destinations cannot be left to
the haphazard outcome of political free-
for-alls.

Political pressure groups which would
bend and twist the North Carolina-to-
Ohio link merely to satisfy special inter-
ests should be resisted. The highway
should go where it is needed, and not
necessarily where it is wanted

It now appears that Charlotte will have
to defend this concept or run the risk
of losing the superhighway. Several
other areas of the state are eying the
plum hungrily. Various campaigns have
already been launched to win it

If it is up to Charlotte to uphold the
judgment of the experts then the city
must rise to the occasion. That judg-
ment can be documented. The transpor-
tation committee of the Chamber of Com-
merce should prepare a thorough case
for use when and if necessary.

It would be tragic indeed if the Queen
City lost the road simply because it did
not make use of the facts in its favor

The new *“non-political” State Highway
Commission meanwhile will be expected
to demonstrate precisely how non-politi-
cal its judgment is when the in-fighting
is at its height.

Home Front Needs Survival Insurance

N CHARLOTTE, Sheboygan or Chicago,
the big question was the same today:
What is Civil Defense’s answer to the
Soviet Union's startling new offensive
capacity?

The man in the street who is learning
to peer at the sky with a fresh sense of
foreboding has a right to expect some-
thing better than past fumblings and
irresolution.

According to Federal Civil Defense
Administration headquarters in Battle
Creek, Mich., Russia's success in missile-
making has brought “no basic changes”
in home front planning. The announce-
ment is hardly reassuring. Perhaps over-
all plans are as good as ever. Perhaps
they are readily adaptable to the threat
of the intercontinental ballistic missile.
But attitudes toward those plans on the
part of all concerned had better undergo
some very basic changes if Civil Defense
is to have any meaning at all

Specifically, the official floundering
must be halted and the operational capa-
bility at all government levels for meet-
ing emergencies must be improved. Fi-
nally, the public must be inspired to co-
operate patriotically in the entire enter-
prise,

Certainly, Civil Defense today faces a
new urgency. Yet the nation is still be-
fuddled about the feasibility of evacua-

tion and dispersal under varying circum-
stances. Conflicting advice and opinion
has never been resolved

Furthermore, the administration has
never been ahle to make up its mind
about a proposed $40 billion shelter pro-
gram. At the moment, however, there is
not much point in taking into considera-
tion shelters that do not exist. It will
take years to produce them — even if
the idea is approved

There is the life and death impor-
tance of food planning to consider. A city
the size of Charlotte probably consumes
around a million pounds of food a day
What if the flow of food through normal
channels is blocked off?

Much scorn has been heaped upon

the local Civil Defense efforts to prepare
for a possible catastrophe by those who
maintain that a missile with a hydrogen
warhead would destroy the entire cit
anyway. Perhaps. But what if Greens-
boro were hit? Should not Charlotte be
in a position to come to its rescue with
medical supplies, food and water? And
shouldn't Greensboro be prepared to
come to Charlotte’s rescue in case of
aster?
The need for an effective Civil De-
fense organization is urgent. This should
be a time for critical reappraisal of the
operational capability of that organiza-
tion. Tomorrow may be too late,

On The Banning & Bombing Of Books

HE home of a South Carolinian who

wrote a chapter of a book urging

a moderate approach to race relations
has been damaged by dynamite.

The book, Sout CAROLINIANS SPEAK,
was not damaged. Some 11,400 copies
are in circulation, and odds are sales
will increase. The dynamite explosion
gave it additional publicity and, more-
over, tended to affirm the book's thesis

To really destroy a book. one has to
round up all the copies and burn them.
Then it is necessary to brainwash all
those who have read it, and destroy all
references to it

It’s quite a task, neither traditional nor
popular in this country.

Banned or even bombed books gen-
erally win considerably more approval
than the banners or bombers.

Partisan Rudeness On The Potomac

GIVEN the utmost grace, administra-
tion efforts to embrace bipartisan-
ship through Adlai Stevenson would still
have been strained. Mr. Stevenson is
a symbol rather than a source of Demo-
cratic power the administration urgent-
ly needs to get its answer fo the sput-
niks approved by Congress. The neces-
ty of not offending the Democratic
majority in Congress called for the lib-
eral use of tact and diplomacy on the
part of both Stevenson and the White
House

From the administration
come more than one instance of
right rudeness. There was the fouled-
up explanation by Press Secretary Hag-
ty of Stevenson's role as a consultant
1\ NATO policy. Then it was revealed
that the President had not bothered to
confer with Stevenson personally or even
to send him a note of invitation. Capping
this comes the rather surly explanation
by Assistant President Sherman Adams
of why Stevenson and other Democrats

instead has
down:

were invited to participate in foreign
policy discussions. Adams told Chicago
Republicans it was because the people
“want a bipartisan effort,” adding that
“I am not saying anything about the
h[vms of the people being invited.”
ospect it seems the Hagerty mix-
up was more revealing than confusing
The White House apparently is trying to
embrace bipartisanship without touching
or communicating with the symbol of it
The time may come, and rather short-
ly. when Sherman Adams as well as “the
people” will want a bipartisan effort in
Congress. He will have to look to his
manners in order to get it. Why he has

not already done so is something of a
mystery in view of recent balloting in
Wisconsin, New Jersey, New York and

Pennsylvania

Suffice it to say that not even the free-
swinging former president from Missouri
whom the White House has so assidious-
ly snubbed for the last five vears, ever
matched this example of Mr. Adam's per-
sonal rudeness.

From The Washington Post & Times Herald

THE NEXT-TO-LAST LEAF

_I“R\A the birch trees, then the elms
nd sycamores and dogwoods—and
now last have shed their
fiery foliage on the lawn. Weekend after
weekend, the docile husband and devoted
husbandman has raked leaves and gath-
ered them into burlap bags and crammed
ardboard cartons and de-
posited them in mountainous piles along
the curbstone, And weekday after week
day the blustering winds of
wafted them, sometimes
times '\mmu 1\

them into

back on
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ed a leaf on the window so when the
waked in the morning and saw the leaf
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after all. And she did. Only the artist, he
caught pneumonia from going out at
night in the rain and wind and died. It
was a sad story.
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mance of the rails.

Long before cars or airplanes, or
even pictures of Robert E. Lee,
adorned the walls of the high-ceil
inged back bedroom my brother
and 1 shared many years ago, an
engine engulfed in billowy steam
had the place of honor over our

1t was, of course, an N & W—
pictured on the Abingdon run high
in the mountains of Southwest
Virginia

You could look out from under
your tent of blankets at the pic-
ture and you were there in the gine

cab—there with @ sweaty fireman
throwing in shovelsful of coal, of

secon

);|n;_(r’|, vith Irv, eng| he steam as it rushed out from Dight. He's late
the cab’s wind nine to see under the engine. You gasped "KY PEOP!
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clear.
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a boy's heart beat
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looking at
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People’s G ive
Platform
Charlotte
FEditors, The News
Tlll. open letter is directed to  head.
rnest J, Sifford, chairman of

rks and Recreation Com-

the Pa
mission

Our community has more than  When
nguwuds.

500 children without adequate
urk facilites. Bethune, Zeb
Vance,, Seversville, Harding and
Heights Schools do an ex
cellent job with their meager fa-
cilities. One of the oldest commu
nities of our city has repeatedly
been bypassed by the Park and
Recreation Commission when re-
quests were made for a park on
the West side of Charlotte.

deed

The good citizens of aur com-
munity have supported hond elec-
and again so that we
ve our share of recre-
A park and a

might rece
ational facilities
swimming pool were promised. As

you know, those promises have
not  been fulfilled Inadequate
funds have recently been given as
the reason for mot doing some-
thing for our side of the city. Re-
cent articles in the local newspa-
pers reveal that there is an
amount of $25,000 which has been
rejected by the citizens of East-
over. Why not use this money to
provide a park for a section of
the city that has begged for some
help for years?

An adequate piece of property Is
available for purchase at any
time. This Is a tract of land (88
acres) which can be purchased for
§16,000 or the city may swap a
similar tract of land to the pres-
ent owner for this site. A contrace
tor has promised to make all nec-
essary grading for $1.000. This
would leave $6.000 for further de-
velopment and equipment.

Why not make available to one
of the olde ections of our city
the rights and privileges that so
Tong have been withheld — a de-
cent park?

—MRS. W. H.

HAINES

Einstein Types Due
Scorn Of Americans
‘Charlotte
Editors, The News
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WASHINGTON
() reason for our disa us lag be-
hind Russia on satellites and mis-
s is the bickering between the armed
services. This was tacitly admitted when
new Secretary of Defense McElroy gave
the green light to the Army to fire one
of the six Army satellites which have
been gathering dust in a Huntsville, Ala.,
warehouse because the Navy was in
charge of the satellite project
was a victory for Col. John Nick-
erson. courtmartinled for protesting tha
the Army bhad been euchred into a back
al in the missile race. More important,
lighted the backbit cutthroat
een the Army, Navy an
h has reached a point
the nation’s security has seriously

All-Time Peak

It was only
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1 years ago that
ervices were put under

defense in order to
prevent this hickering. Yet loday rivalry
has reached an all-time peag Never has
it been so bad.
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West Charlotte A Part Of The Park Dollar
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The Army missile base
looks over Air Force offi-
refully before they are al
urity clearance to come to

They get clearance in the
end, but 11'( without enough red tape to
make the Air Force wonder whether they
are members of a foreign power rather
than fellow defenders of the U.S.

To illust
at Huntsy

Suspicion

Again, when civilian representatives
of the secretary of defense meet with
representatives of the Army, Navy and
Air Force on materiel matters, they
sometimes act as if they were repre-
senting three foreign governments. When
it comes to writing specifications for
such as motors for missiles, all
three serv n es hang back from revealing
too much to the other.

In the end, the directive is so watered
to please all three, that
it's almost meaningless.
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judged a security
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‘What Are We Fighting Now—Inflation Or Deflation?’

save money. It was argued that instead
of buying different towels, sheets, under-
pants, boots, dishes, artillery, rifles and
sometimes bidding against each other,
the Army, Navy and Air Force could
pool their buying.

But getting such cooperation has been
a superhuman task. Some of it has been
accomplished. But whenever the budget
is cut, the personnel studying joint pur-
chases are taken off that job.

It's estimated by some civilians in the
Defense Department that five billions
could be saved, if the three armed serv-
ices pooled their buying and also re.
quired competitive bidding instead of
plus-cost contracts.

Started Under FDR

The big question is: Why hasn't uni-
fication worked? Why hasn't the secre-
tary of defense cracked military heads
together?

Charles E. Wilson was a big business
man, onetime head of General Motors,
supposedly skilled in efficiency and
money saving. But under him the armed
services ran more wild than ever. He
excrcised no authority. It's too early yet
to judge his successor, Neil McElroy, an-

the trains that
puiled circus wagons, or dropped
ice for thirsty kids from refrigera-
or tossed off mail bags
catalogues, or

stitute of Advanced Studies in this
J.

. Robert J. Oppenheimer is an-
: “intellectual”  who
of much scorn

standably s, Not because of his
ant contribution to the de-

e was ad-

is
©l of citizens and suspended from
his post dealing with the nation’s

endeavor.
admitted that
he opposed the development of the

-Bomb because of moral

the record shows that
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“You Gasped When The S'eom Belched Forth'

brought Aunt Lizzie in summer
with a grip full of winter clothes
for_disappointed children.

These are the trains to
remember.

renowned “intellectual” not
only committed perjury in con-
nection with his nefarious activi-
ties, but the simple, inescapable
truth “somehow" eluded him that
the Kremlin tyrants have no scru-
ples whatsoever against develop-
ing the H-Bomb—and even using
it on him and millions of his coun
trymen when the time is deemed
advantageous

is mo

under-

Therefore, Mr. Editor, when
you generalize that, “The basic

a pan-
trouble is that intelieetual pursuits
a

S
erroneous as it is
ever, a very conspicuous basic
trouble s that too many top sci-
entists appear to be ing egg-
head,” and are suspending their
proper pursuits and loyalties to
become fools, damfools, and dan-
gerous damfools!

Meanwhile, back at the Krem-
lin, tyranny roars l|! approval!
—J. R. CHERRY JR.

Charlotte Could Set
Example For Others

Huntersville

seru-

Editors, The News:
‘VITH interest, I have read in
your paper several pros and
cons_concerning Sunday - funer-
als. Why not first think about
closing movies, grocery stores,
service stations, etc.? The drug
counters, ambulances and things
that are necessary to help those
who get sick or hurt could ba
available to those in need.

Charlotte has been called a
church-going city. What a won
derful thing it would be for
Mecklenburg and a good exam-
ple for others if al places open
for pleasure and material gain
were closed on Sundays.

‘We have six days to work and
gather in that which we need
for Sunday.

As we have an opportunity to
vote, let us be guided by the
teaching of the Scriptures, Then
pray that our lawmakers will
base their decisions on the teach.
ings of the Holy Bible. Le an

abbal
keep it holy. Six days shalt (hml
labor, and do all thy work. Fxo—
dus 20
—-MR.S EDITH FERKEI L

Quote, Unquote

T never give them hell. T just
tell the truth, and lhn !hmk it
is hell.—Harry 8.

To destroy the Western tradi-
tion of independent thought it is
not necessary to burn the books,
All we have to o is to leave them
unread for a couple of genera-
tions —Robert M. Hutehins

Private property began the in-
stant somebody had a mind of
his own.—E, E. Cummings

valry Hurts Security

other big businessman, head of Procter
and Gamble, one of the biggest soap com-
panies in the world. But so far he's
leaned over backward to please, not boss
the armed services.

What's the reason?

To get the answer you have to go back
perhaps to Roosevelt's day, when the
Army and Navy got into the habit of
running to the White House, Under the
traditional American system, the Army
and Navy are supposed to be bossed by
civillan secretaries. But FDR loved the
Navy and ran the Navy. The admirals al-
ways knew they could go over the head
of the secretary of the Navy direct to
:h» President, and they did — time after
ime.

Good Friend

In one case, Charles Edison, later gov-
ernor of New Jersey, resigned when he
tangled 100 vigorously with the admirals
and they went to the White House.

The generals, not to be outdone by the
admirals, also took their troubles to the
White House. They couldn’t always ses
Roosevelt, but they had a sympgthetic
:nend'm General “Pa” Watson, milf
ary a




