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Edgar Smith
is hunted in
kRidnap-knifing

By Henry Goldman
Statt Writer

Edgar Smith was charged yesterday
in California with the kidnaping and at-
tempted murder of a San Diego house-
wife

Smith, a former Mahwah resident,
once was a New Jersey prison inmate
who gained national prominence while
spending 14 years on Death Row, longer
than any American ever had. He won

has traced the car's registration to
Smith’s wife.

Neither Smith nor the car, a brown
1966 Pontiac, has been found, officials
say, since the ki ing last Friday.
San Diego is 15 miles from the Mexican
border.

Smith, 42 was named in an arrest

his celebrated, plea- release
from Trenton State Prison in 1971 by ad-
mitting in a new trial that he killed
Ramsey teen-ager Victoria Zielinski.
San Diego police said yesterday that
Smith is a fugitive, wanted for the ab-
duction stabbing of a San Diego woman
a week ago. Under California law, con-
viction would carry an automatic life
sentence, with no possibility of parole.
San Diego police said Lefteria Lisa
Ozbun, 33, was forced into a car later
traced to Smith as she waited for her
husband to take her home from work at
a shopping center in suburban San Die-

£o.

She was stabbed as she struggled with
the driver, who held her at knifepoint
during a 1%-mile ride through rush-
hour freeway traffic.

“He said he was going to rob her,
stick the knife in her, and get rid of
her,” said San Diego Deputy Sheriff
Johnny Boulden.

The San Diego Sheriff’s Department

Chula Vista, with a stab wound to her
abdomen.

Details of the kidnaping were re-
leased yesterday in an affidavit signed
by Deputy Sheriff Boulden, supporting
the arrest warrant.

At 5 p.m. last Friday, Mrs. Ozbun was
kidnaped as she left her job at a cloth-
ing factory to meet her husband, who

home.
said a car blocked her
path. Asra.ngemnngotouLpﬁ.knife
to her throat, and demanded thal
getmhxsm-sheupedherhands
behind her back.
As the car swept onto a h!eway

and, kicking wildly, smashed the car’s
See MANHUNT, Page A-5

But how much is too much?

Air carcinogens

By Michael Gold
Staff Writer
(c) 1976 The Record

An analysis of a study which listed
cancer-causing chemicals in New Jer-
sey’s air has revealed how much of
each carcinogen the state’s air contains.

Scientists say the levels found are be-
low those that have been shown to
cause cancer in laboratory studies, but
say they don’t know enough about long-
term exposures to the levels to assess
their potential health risk.

‘The highest concentration of any car-
cinogen was 120 micrograms per cubic
meter of vinyl chloride, which causes
liver cancer in humans. Exposure to
that amount — measured in a commer-
cial section of Passaic two blocks from
the Pantasote Corporation’s vinyl plant
— is equivalent to 12 per cent of the fed-
eral exposure limit set for industrial
workers, according to an environmental

Tt.

Benzene, which causes leukemia in
humans, was discovered at a level of 2

found 11m1ted

micrograms per cubic meter at a Pat-
erson site a third of a mile from the In-
mont Corporation's dye plant in Haw-
thorne. The highest level of chloroform,
a chemical that has caused cancer in la-
boratory animals, was measured at 37
micrograms per cubic meter near the
Celanese Plastics Company in Newark.
Both benzene and chloroform were
found in considerable concentrations at
most of the New Jersey sites tested:
Clifton, Jersey City, Newark, Passaic,
Paterson, Bound Brook, and Fords.

ago,
only as the closest upwind sources, but
did not include that the pollution origin-

ated there.

The chemicals were identified several
nmﬂ-agobymurchuidtheus.
Environmental

Agency
(EPA).Muunmmmdmdmm-
Ibeﬂrhldmtbenulmmed

Tha test's measurements were made
See CARCINOGENS, Page A-12

Ford tries
to explain

Defends debate remark

LOS ANGELES (AP) — President

when he said in the debate with Carter
Wednesday that there is “no Soviet
domination of Eastern Europe and
uwrzmerwlllbeunderal-‘ordAd<
ministration.

Carter attacked that view as a blun-
der, and allies and domestic organiza-
tions representing Americans of East-
ern European descent expressed shock.

Ford is in the middle of a week-long
campaign trip, his third and longest
vote-gathering expedition since Labor
Day. He was heckled yesterday by a
group of students on the campus of the
University of Southern California.

He found himself on the defensive be-
cause of the remark about Eastern Eu-

rope and a vow, also made during the
debate, to order the Commerce Depart-
ment to make public names of U.S. cor-
porations that have participated in the
Arab boycott of Israel

By yesterday, Ford was in effect
backing off on the Eastern Europe ques-
tion, although he did not acknowledge
he was doing so and did not retract his
original statement.

And Commerce Department officials
said what Ford had actually told them
to do was to release names of any com-
panies that become involved in the boy-
cott after yesterday. Names of compa-
nies that participated in the boycott
earlier will not be disclosed, said
spokesman Horace Webb. Those compa-
nies are said to number in the
hundreds.

Webb said he could see that some
people might have interpreted Ford's

See FORD, Page A-10

Byrne now for
a death penalty

By Joseph Santangelo

The Record Trenton Bureau

TRENTON — Gov. Byrne, who struck
down the state’s death penalty law as a
Superior Court judge in 1971, now says
he would sign a new death penalty bill
into law.

The state Assembly, meanwhile, vot-
ed 45 to 11, to bring the bill out of com-
mittee, where it has been locked for
months. It comes to a floor vote Nov. 8
and then would go to the Senate.

measure would dictate electrocu-
tion for premeditated murder or the
murder of a law enforcement officer.

The governor said yesterday in a spe-
cial address to a joint session of the leg-
islature that he would enact a capital
punishment law if it were included in a
major revision of the state’s criminal
laws.

Byme said he still has reservations

about whether the death penalty will de-
ter crime, but he said he would bow to
the legislature’s judgment on the issue.

“My personal judgment is that a
death penalty statute, properly framed
to satisfy constitutional standards artic-
ulated by the United States Supreme
Court, would not be unworkable, but
that it is more an emotional response to
deep fears of violence than a practical
cure for crime,” he said.

“‘Nevertheless, I recognize that men
and women of reason and conviction —
believing equally in the sanctity of life
— can differ on the proper course,”
Byrne said. “A judgment of this sort —
involving the reconciliation of diverse
social values and interests — is proper-
ly one for the legislature.”

Byrne, however, set two conditions on

See DEATH, Page A-5

Stadium trying to prevent traffic jam

By Pam Fessler
Staff Writer

Awaiting charge of the 76,800

So what if the Giants haven’t won a game all season?

So what if they haven't droj
state across the Hudson

the name of that other
from their official title?

New Jersey's tough. It can take it. And this Sunday,
when the Giants play their home opener against the Dallas
Cowboys, New Jersey’s going to show that it can host a
professional football team and 76,800 screaming fans as
well as anyone else. At least, it's going to try.

The $70-million football

stadium, llthough nmcnlly fin-

. he management is pushing e’
n(lreeadrmmnlogd.fanstommeurlyormmus

t.ransporlatmn

““They’re working like hell down there,” said a spokes-
man for the New Jer!y Sports and Exponlwn Authority,

At The Meadowlands racetrack opening Sept. 1, an esti-
maxedmowlommmrsmvergedat!hemmplu Traf-

were blocked in the parking lot.

Directions to lots

This time, traffic planners have an advantage. They ex-
pect 76,800 fans because all tickets have been sold. And
they've sent to every ticket holder, maps with instructions
on which parking lot to go to and how to get there.

See GIANTS, Page A-8
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By Steve Greenhouse

Stait Writer

Edgar H. Smith, a onetime Mahwah
resident, spent 14 years on Death Row,
longer than anyone ever had, after
being convicted in 1957 of bludgeoning a
15-year-old Ramsey girl to death.

In 1971 Smith won a new trial after
tirelessly protesting his innocence year
after year. In that retrial, however,
Smith admitted guilt in the murder of
Victoria Zielinski, a Ramsey High
School cheerleader.

As part of a plea-bargaining deal,
Smith, a high school dropout who had
written two books while in prison and
was considered a model inmate, went
free following the 1971 retrial. The
judge at Smith's second trial credited
hxmmunheu)eaxshehadsenedand

R

Edgar Smith: before and after Death Row

Miss Zielinski's parents found their
daughter’s body in a Mahwah sandpit
on the morning of March 5, 1957. Her
head had been badly battered by a base-
ball bat and heavy rocks, her teeth had
been knocked out, and her sweater had
been pulled over her head.

The next day, Smith, then 23, was
charged with murder, but only after the
Bergen County prosecutor’s office had
questioned him for more than 12 hours,
allowing him neither sleep nor an attor-
ney.

The trial

During Smith's trial, then Prosecutor
Guy Calissi maintained that the unem-
ployed ex-Marine had confessed to hav-
ing been with the girl the night of
Mamhlandlnhanngmkandhﬂed

Smu.h however, asserted that when
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he left Miss Zielinski that night, she was
still alive. At his 12-day trial in Hacken-
sack, he testified that his friend, Don
Hommell, had been fighting with the
girl and that he had tried to break up
the struggle, but had given up and left

a ride as she was returning
dﬁng homework at a friend's
house. Smith recalled that they had
some she tried jumping out
of the car, that he tried to prevent her,

hef

During his trial, however, Smith aserb

that he away, returned later,
Miss Zielinski struggling with
According to Smith, the girl's blood
car seat and his trousers

attempted to prevent Hommell
and the girl from fighting.

A Bergeu County jury didn’t put much
o

Smith, a brilliant jailhouse lawyer,
Saw many execution dates come and go,
thanks to stays of execution stemming
from his 19 appeals for a new trial. Sev-
eral times he came within hours of

going to the electric chair, only to be
saved by stays ordered by state and fed-
eral supreme court justices.

_Smith’s friends and foes formed two

articulate champions of Smith’s fight
for freedom. Buckley last night

to comment on the warrant for Smith's
arrest.

In‘l‘:is appeals, Smith

years in books, magazines, and legal
bnels,&mlh-nsgvcnmherdlym

On)hy 13, 1971, a U.S. District Court
judge ordered a new trial, ruling that
Smith’s confession had been coerced.

At his retrial six months later, Smith
confessed to having murdered Mis$ Zie-

himself.

maintained that his confession was
coerced, that he was denied his right to
a lawyer during his interrogation, and
that the trial judge was biased and had
failed to inform the jury that he could
be convicted on lesser charges.

After protesting his innocence for 14

could attain his freedom.

Smith moved to California after his
release. There, he opened a public rela-
tions firm, wrote a weekly sports col-
umn for a local newspaper, worked on

two novels, and promoted the Bicenten-

Manhunt on
in California
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windshield.

After about 1%z miles on the
freeway, the kidnaper held the
knife underneath her left
breast.

The car exited from the
freeway, and pulled to a stop.

Continuing to struggle, Mrs.
Ozbun felt the assailant’s six-
inch knife as it punctured her
abdomen.

“lI knew I had been
stabbed,” she told reporters
yesterday. “‘But it didn't real-
1y hurt. I still felt the power to
keep on fighting.”

Police described Mrs. Ozbun
as a slight woman, about
S-foot-one and 105 pounds.

She described her assailant
as about six feet tall and
weighing 190 pounds. When
she finally was able to free
herself, witnesses running to
the parked car saw her roll
out of the car’s door, while the
wvehicle sped away.

. One witness, Mike Hobdy, a
special officer with the US.
Bureau of Narcotics Enforc
ment, took down the car's li-
cense plate number and fol-
lowed it after he saw it
swerving erratically between
lanes.

Hobdy used his car radio to
call an ambulance for Mrs.
Ozbun, wha lay bleeding on a
house-lined Chula Vista street.
Then, he radioed the sheriff's
department with the license
plate number, 527 COG, which
was traced to Smith’s wife,
Paige.

Boulden said that in an in-
terview with Mrs. Smith she
told him that she hadn't seen
her husband since noon last
Friday. Mrs. Smith also told
Boulden, according to the affi-
davit, that Smith had exclu-
sive use of the car.

San Diego law enforcement
officers say they did not know
of Smith’s prior background
until Wednesday, when they
received a report from the
Federal Bureau of Investiga-

tion.

Officials are seeking infor-
mation from the FBI on fin-
gerprints which they say
should become available once
the assailant’s knife, recov-
ered from Mrs. Ozbun's
wound, is returned from the
police laboratory.

The FBI cannot be called in-
to the actual investigation un-
less there is evidence that
Smith has fled the state, offi-
cials said.

FBI photographs of Smith
are being sought to show to
Mrs. Ozbun for a possible
identification, but currently,
Boulden said, the sheriff’s
department had no photo-

aphs, and had not made an
identification of the assailant.

Boulden said the victim de-
scribed her assailant as be-
tween 25 and 30, with brown or
blond hair, 6 feet tall, 190
pounds, with a possible mous-
tache.

Smith’s age is 42, but Bould-
en said that photographs he

Hi! I'm Bryan Freed.

If you wait till Tuesday
it's too Late!
You can save

25% toso% on

our in stock

name brand luggage
if you act now!
During our
WAREHOUSE SALE

Our warehouse will be
n to the public

ope
Sﬂturdey, Sundcy and Monday, Oct. 9, '|0 and 11 with our

had seen while
Mrs. Smith at their Chula Vis-
ta home indicated to him that
the accused fugitive appeared

much younger than his actual |

age. Police decided to wait for

FBI photographs before at- |

tempting to make a more pos-
itive identification.

Boulden said homicide de- |

tectives were pursuing the in-
vestigation.

Asst. Dist. Atty. Richard
Neely, who is in charge of the
investigation, said yesterday
that the sheriff's office re-
ceived a phone call from an
attorney who said he had been
asked to inquire about the in-
vestigation.

Neely and other law en-

forcement officers refused to §

name the attorney last night,
and said that the lawyer did
not claim to represent Smith
or anyone else involved in the
case.

Smith moved to San Diego
from New Jersey in 1974, and
married for the second time.

Death penalty

FROM PAGE A-1

his signing the new capital
punishment law. First, it
would have to be passed in
conjunction with a new crimi-
nal code he has been urging
the legislature to pass for sev-
eral months. Second, the ap-
peals court process would
have to be accelerated so de-
fendants would not sit for
years on Death Row awaiting
the outcome of one appeal af-
ter another.

The governor made his re-
marks in a 30-minute address
outlining priorities for the leg-
islature in its post-election ses-
sion to begin Nov. 8. Both
houses adjourned yesterday
until after the elections.

Other proposals, on which
Byrne urged early legislative
action:

® A bill to control the trans-
port of oil and gas along the
New Jersey shore and to
create a fund to reimburse
coastal areas for damage re-
sulting from proposed offshore
oil production.

® A so-called lifeline utility
measure that would guarantee
the elderly a low rate for an
essential amount of gas and
electricity to heat their homes
in the winter.

. ® A package of economic
stimulation bills for develop-
ment of wurban industrial
parks, for giving tax abate-
ment to urban

month’s national and local
elections.

Assembly Majority Leader
William J. Hamilton, D-Mid-
dlesex, said he expected most
of the bills Byrne requested
would be brought up at the No-
vemnber session.

Shortly after Byme's
speech, the Assembly voted to
relieve the Assembly Judi-
ciary Committee of the bill,
where it had been tied for
months.

Bergen assemblymen voting
to bring the bill to the floor
were: Democrats  Robert
Burns, Paul Contillo, Robert
Hollenbeck, and Richard Vi-
sotcky, and Republicans John
Markert, C. Gus Rys, and
John Spizziri.

Democrats Byron Baer and
Harold Martin voted no, while
Democrat Albert Burstein was
absent.

The measure is to be
amended on the floor next
month to conform with a re-
cent U.S. Supreme Court rul-
ing.

The expected revisions call
for separate trials by different
juries — one on the defend-
ant's guilt and the other on
whether he should be- sen-
tenced to death.

The U.S. Supreme Court
ruled in 1972 that existing cap-
ital punishment laws were
unconstitutional since they
were vague and applied arbi-
trarily.

C

areas, and for creating a com-
mission to bring back movie
production to New Jersey.
Some lawmakers had rec-
ommended that the governor
forgo the speech, or at least
steer clear of anything contro-
versial for fear of disrupting
the political climate for next

ly, New Jersey's
law was declared invalid, and
22 men then in the Death
House at Trenton State Prison
had their sentences commuted
to life imprisonment. Byrne’s
1971 decision invalidating the
death penalty in a Morris
County case ultimately was
upheld.

from 25% to 50%. All first quality in

factory seuled cartons. Some discontinued items. In stock in
a wide range of styles and colors. These are all nationally
advertised brands that you will easily recognize when you

see them.

We bought RIGHT so YOU can buy RIGHT.
WAREHOUSE
HOURS
LEATHER GOODS & ATTACHE
Sorry no credit cards for this event.

Route 46 (Westbound) 2 block from Parkway Exit 157
Elmwood Park, N.J. (FORMERLY E. PATERSON)
(201} 797-0500
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GRAND OPENING — COLUMBUS DAY
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Its Finolly Happened! The Most Unique Way of Buying Exciting, Exofic Indoor Plants to Come

Along.  Wkstgate Gullinies

dreds of the Finest Lushest,

The Planlastik~ Method Gives You Variety, Selection and Quality .

World of Plant Prices.

now Offers You The

Planlashk Method. Hundreds & Hun-

Most Appealing Plants You Con Find Today.

UP TO4 FT. TALL

RUBBER TREE

3799

FULL, LUSH 8" POT

HANGING BASKET ";’wn Tan

5399

. Discover A New

ACENA
MARGINAT,
$299

Planlasiik™

AT

Westgate Gallerics|

(CENTER COURT BEHIND THE FALLS)
PARAMUS PARK MALL

DAILY 10 AM. — 9:30 P.M.

PHONE 262-4440

SALE PRICES IN EFFECT THROUGH MON. OCT. 11

nial.

We're so sure that Rivervale is the kind of condominium
that all the others try to be, that we're making a very
special offer.
Either you'
money in full.

Purchase a condominium at Rivervale, live in it for 3
years, and if you're unhappy for any reason whatsoever,
we'll buy it back from you at your original purchase price.
You don't lose one single dime.

In addition to the attractiveness of this special offer
we have a few other reasons why you should consider
buying a Rivervale condominium. Like 22 lush acres with
swimming, tennis and virtually every other type of
recreation right on the property.

How about apartment homes so spacious and sinfully
luxurious, that you'll never want to live anywhere eise.

Then there is our location ... . true we're in the
country, and we do offer the lifestyle of a country squire,
but we're only 45 minutes from midtown Manhattan by
scheduled bus, and less than 15 minutes from some of
the largest and most fashionable shopping areas in the
world.

Aguaranteed buyback in three years, the best of both
worlds; the solitude of the country at a truly central
location, overly spacious apartment homes at downright
attractive prices: In short, every reason in the world why

you should stop up this weekend.
1 & 2 bedroom units from $46,900.00 to
$72,900.00
R. @
BROKER PARTICIPATION INVITED ONDOMI|
525 Piermont Avenue, Rivervale, N.J. 07675 (217!) ©66-0440
Rivervale we are ... what' else is trying to

Excellent financing available as little as
5% down to qualified buyers.
Open 10 AM 10 8 PM Weekdays, 10 AM 1o 6 PM Weekends. From Geo. Washis nl\ n Bridge:
inga wesion Rl 4 4poro 6 . ot ¢ Kndarkamack Road. Turn le o mtersection

6o narth on Kinderkamack (Rte. 1o Piermont Ave. Right on
B atmont aparox. 1 i 16 RIVERVALE. st HOLIDAY FARM (ops. golf €o0rae)

Sponsor: PADDOCK ASSOCIATES 199 Paris Ave., Northvale, NewJersey 07647
Oter vakd for N1 revdwnts only

FREE!: -
] vou'

UNITED STATES
S SAVINGS BOND
direct from General Electric” to every
.

etail purchaser of this SEST-SELLING

GE 2038 cu.ft No-Frost
ncludes Huge 6.96 cu.ft.
Up-Top Freezer)

Only 30% inches wide.
Power Saver Switch
can help reduce power
consumption and

cost of operation!
See-Through

Meat Keeper.

2 Large, See-Through
Visa-pans.

Generous EXTRA
Storage in both doors.

WWA 8310P

2-speed flexibility plus

4 water levels.

® Filter-Flo® system

® 3 wash/rinse-temperature
combinations

T OUR : Permanent Press cycle
Activated Soak cycle
Low PRICE! « Delicate Cycle
Offor agiaNes 10 7esdl Pt | GeTOU
PR TN e l LOW PR’CE'

GE MULTI-TEMPERATURE
ELECTRIC DRYER WITH
PERMANENT PRESS CYCLE.
3 Temperature Selections
for Normal, Delicate, Fluff.
End-of-cycie buzzer signal.
Manual selection lets you
set drying time up to 130
minutes. Up-front Lint Filter.

Also available in Gas Model

Mode! DDE-6200P 1

WNS

OBERG & LlNDQUIST CORP.

WESTWOO

671 Broadway 644-1300
Ample Parking Facilities ® Open Thurs. & Fri. "til 9




