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A Report To Our Readers
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Above all, it gives us an
to mull over informally the opinions we
have had during the past year, taking
careful note of what we did and did not
accomplish and not forgetting some of
those instances when we have been out
rageously wrong and have had to eat
crow. We don't mind saying

opportunity

that we
have indeed gotten the bird occasionally
~and deserved it

S ALWAYS, our bloopers have been
honeys. The year opened, for in-
stance, with Tag News traveling under
the thoroughly erroneous assumption
that President Eisenhower would not
seek re-election because of his heart
condition. We were less than enthusias-
tic about some of the chief executive
political “heirs,” too, and saw dark days
ahead for the GOP's presidential hopes
Our only consolation is that most of
the nation’s pundits were adrift in the
same leaky lifeboat. The crow, by the
way, was delicious.

Then there was the time we joyously
chided the RALEiGH NEws & OBSERVER
for suggesting that Thomas B. Sawyer
might run for Congress in the Tenth
District. Mr. Sawyer, we pointed out
lived in the Eleventh District. With a red
face, the N&O corrected itself. Later,
real experts pointed out that no state or
federal law requires a candidate to be a
resident of the congressional district in
which he seeks office. It was our turn to
redden.

The last laugh was on everybody. Mr.
Sawyer ran for governor instead.

. .o

N THE local scene, we could both
¥ point with pride and view with
alarm. For instance, we noted with some
awe and a good deal of enthusiasm the
first mincing steps toward a two-party
system here. We had encouraged this
thoroughly desirable phenomenon for
years and will continue to do so, because
we believe that it contributes to the
thealth of our democracy.

On the other hand, we were deeply
concerned about efforts to water down
the effectiveness of the civil service
system on the local level and strongly
supported measures to hold the line

Likewise, we gave enthusiastic back-
ing to plans to provide juvenile detention
facilities and give tax support the
mental health program. Fresh sympathy
for these two de ing causes in both
city and county government circles was
particularly welcome.

Our longtime interest in adequate li-
brary facilities in Charlotte finally bore
fruit in the form of a new million-dollar

to

main library buil¢ on Tryon St

After considerable editorial anguish
we also noted a vast improvement in
the handling of oplanning and zoning
matters by the City Council

The mysterious Park Board surplus
aroused serious questions, 1oo, but

Ahoroughly satisfactory explanations were
T r forthcoming. Meanwhile, we saw
considerable merit in many of the pro-
posals of the Allen report on recreation

and urged that certain of the recom-
mendations be adopted immediately
leaving others for a time when neces-
sary funds were available. The first

glint of progress came with the appoint-

ment of a special Social Planning Coun
cil committee to promote the cause.
In con t, there was total victory in

Tre News’ campaign to restore a smoke
control program to Charlotte, We will
continue to support measures nece v

to make the ¢ am a succe
painful operation at bes

Traffic and parking occupied much
editorial Ve supported peak-
hour parking bans in midtown—but only

From The Raleigh News and Observer

LOVE POTIONS

T IS ALLEGED that tribal chiefs in

the western part of the Philippines
have love potions capable of making
fotal strangers fall in love with each
other, The contents of the drink are said
10 be known to but a few tribal chiefs
The chiefs say it commands “eternal
love” from those who partake, and the
‘manufacturers of this concc
willing to give a dram to any non-believ-
ers to prove the potency of the dosage

Granted that this revelation is red hot
news, we don't beli it would take hold
in this country. Those of us who
near-highted, far-sighted, cross-eyed, or
color-blind. would hesitate to drink for
fear that we are getting a pig in a poke.
The millions already in love would not
desire it. The working people who are
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N THE
() doubts about the advisabillty
Pearsall Plan, as it was originall
noting that the one-package |
asked too much of Tar Heel vo
re particularly opposed to the
option pature, permitting suspension
of individual public schools. Our advice
was to separate “local option” from a
proposal to provide state tuition grants
for attendance at ate schools. The
advice was not ta The all-or-nothing
approach wa opted during a special
session of the General Assembly and
approved overwh Sept. 8 by
the people. It was a

local

takable expression of North Carolina’s
opinion.
We were quick to expose the false

doctrine of “interposition” when it was
revived in 1956. Later, efforts to pass
an interposition resolution during the
General Assembly’s special session failed
miserably

We continued our campaigns for sep-
aration of the prison system from the
State Highway Commission, for a reform
of the state revenue system and for
legislative reapportionment, Last year
vielded hopeful omens in each area of
interest. We will continue to do battle
for these ideals when the 1057 General
Assembly opens next month

Likewise, we will continue our crit-
ical interest in athletic scandals at
tate institutions of higher learning,

attempts to revive the Ku Klux Klan,
inadequacies in the state’s highway
safety program and in its judicial sy
tem, amo other things
Meanwhile, we noted with admiration
during 1956 the emergence of Tar Heel
Gov. Luther Hodges as a national figure
~-an example of Dixie's “new breed” of
political leaders.
.

OLITICS dominated the nation
scene. Tne News supported Pre:

dent Eisenhower for re-election but wel-
comed the candidacy of Adlai E. Steven-
son on the Democratic ticket, feeling
that both parties had nominated their
best
Segregation continued
nation during 1856
of violence in other areas,
moderation
to the
anguish racial dilemma
We continued to cry out lustily for
more enlightened immigration legisla-
tion, improvements in federal personnel
security programs, balanced federal
hooks, amendments to the Taft-Hartley
Act, tax relief for individuals and small
businesses, improvements in the nation’s
farm program and UMT. We also con-
tinued to frown on the Bricker Amend-
ment, certain aspects of the administra-
tion’s foreign policy, federal aid to edu-
cation and secrecy in government
On the international scene, 1958 was
a2 year of great stresses and strains
with particularly fearsome explosions in
the Soviet satellites and the Middle East
We attempted to interpret each ominous
rumble in accordance with our deeply
held conviction that what happens in
Suez and Budapest nowadays is of vital
importance to the people along Tryon St
AN
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LL IN ALL, our editorial philosophy
<R continues to be guided by certain
principles we have always held dear

a deep belief in the importance of civil
liberties in advancing the dignity of the
individual, a profound respect for
system of constitutional government, a
vast confidence in the cc tive wisdom
and staying power of the American pe
ple and the firm be that mankind
will eventually succeed in shaping a
world without war,

our

UNNECESSARY

not in love are entirely too frustrated
from paying taxes and paying bills to
muster sufficient energy or interest one
way or the other. And the thousands of
young ladies who are simultaneously
madly in love with Elvis Presley would
not need the potion. The magical love
potion is one foreign import we can do
without very nicely. And in addition to
all these facts, we are reasonably
the senators from Nevada would really
put on a filibuster before the stuff could
be imported. What tobacco is
Reno is to them

sure

to u

Mars has started moving farther away
from the earth, Don't know as we blame
it either.—CreveLanp (Ga.) COURIER.
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Raising Cain
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got fired from the Subversive Activities
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Crusading Congressmen

Congressman Wright Patman of Tex-
arkana, Tex., for his unfailing crusade
for small business

Congressmen

Manny Celler of Brooklyn for his

flict
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Mrs Lomax of the Los
Angeles Tribune, one Negro editor who
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yor W. Fred Duck
a., for working for
his fellow men . Dave Zinkhoff of
the Harlem Globetrotters, for showing
European end Asiatic sports fans the
ed by the Negro in American
... John Coley of Alexander City,
for his crusade to improve mental
wte of Labor Mitchell
for his constructive job of rebuilding the

rebuffed the lush R
contracts that so sw
last election . .

worth of Norfolk,

Labor Department . Harold Stassen
for his persistent efforts to limit the
weapons of war Chalmers Roberts
of the Washington Post for his brilliant
re of foreign affairs George
Harrison of the Brotherhood of Railway
Clerks, for backing free labo ns ¢
Europe in their battle again

Pursuit Of Peace

Eric Johnston, head of the Motion Pic-
ture Producers, for his untiring efforts,
despite terrific obstacles, to bring peace
to the Near East . . . Father John La
Farge for his humenitarian edijorials in

o
thack you for publishing the ar

ticle
—BERNETICE HAMPSHIRE
B

Military Alliances
Won't Bring Peace
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the Jesuit publicafion “America.” . .
Bob Kennedy, Counsel of the Senate In
vestigating Committee, for his sometimes
unrewarded attempts to investigate cor
ruption and favoritism in government . .
Eugene Holman, head of Standard Oil of
New Jersey, for his work on behalf of
the Crusade for Freedom .,
Diamond of Philadelphia
sparing dedication to almost every local
charity . . . Sen. Tom Hennings of Mis-
souri for trying to expose the gas-oil
lobby and for his thankless but constant
championship of our constitutional free-
doms , , . Crosby Noyes of the Washing-
ton Star for his penetrating news reports
from Europe . . . Robert McKinney of
Santa Fe and Sen. Clinton Anderson of

New Mexico for charting new peacetime
horizons for atomic energy.
Brotherhood Lives

Dean Francis Sayre National

ithedral for inviting a Jewish congre
gation without a synagogue to hold reg
ular services in his Episcopal cathedral
.. Ted Streibert and Ab Washburn for
putting new drive and determination into
the Voice of America . . . Roswell Per
kins, who helped bring order out of
chaos in the Salk Vaccine program in the
Department of Health, Education, and

s of Laurinburg.
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Many Americans Make Democracy Live

Welf Nelson Rockefeller for con-
tinuing his work for better Latin Ameri
lations long after he left the gove
ot . . . Jim Hagerty for being the
most efficient of White House pi 8
retaries—even though he doesn’t car
much for me.

More Predictions

As the 85th Congress of the United
States meets tomorrow, here are predic
tions as to what will happen:

Eisenhower will enjoy a honeymoon
with the Republicans. Former Republic
ean critics of the President will go along
with him as a result of the Eisenhower
landslide. Sen. Johnson of Texas will
seldom buck the President, but there will
be a steady drumfire of “I-don't-like-Tke”
speeches from northern Democrats who
proved in Oregon that it pays politically

o

to fire at the admmistration's heart—
namely, the President himself. Senators
Morse, Ore, Humphrey, Minn. McNe-
mara, Mich., Carroll, Colo., will lead this
attack . . . Congress will finally pass a

school bill
lay . . . It

after four long years of de
will pass a civil rights bill
guaranteeing Negro rights for the lirst
time since after the Civil War. It will
not change Senate rules regarding the
filibuster.




