Abbott's K

By Attorney's Orders

was found in Abbott’s car or the cabin, while the grave,

the body and clothing were

in Silenced

saturated with it.

“But until Abbott decides to talk, much of this

case must be theoretical,”

he said, and added:

“There is no doubt in my mind that Abbott is the

murderer.”

After a conference with District Attorney Stennett|
Sheppard, of Trinity County, it was agreed that Coakley's
office will conduct the prosecution in Alameda County.
Coakley indicated he will take the case before the grand

jury early next week.

The gaunt, bespectacled ac-

ence. Attorney Whitney in
structed Abbott not to talk to|

V Have Commi
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Offers His
Condition

thin red-haired woman of 32,

pressed her lips into a taut|
line yesterday and vowed her|
faith in the innocence of', th:a

Fun FranciscoExaminer A

tted Crime

Physical
as Evidence

BY FRANK PURCELL.
Georgia Abbott, an almost:|case catapulted them into head.

,|lines, the Abbott home life had
been a quiet one, Georgla sald,
There were no unusual ac-
tivities, no excessive entertain.

on

murder,

Berkeley on suspicion of thel

whom she
ally turned the spotlight of

But she admitted that she|
once threatened to divorce Bur-
ton W. Abbott, five years her|
junior, who has been jailed in|

ing, “just nothing unusual,” she
said.

“I run my whole life around
my appointments at the
beauty shop” she said. “Ho
Is a student.”

There never has been a serious
rift in their lives, she insisted—

counting student continued to
assert his innocence, but one of|
his new protests was couched

brutal slaying of 14 year old
Stephanie Bryan.
“That was just as a joke,

“nothing that hasn't happened
between any married couple.”
And, she emphasized, any threat

any ofe, even police officers,
and gave the same advice to|

in curious language.

“My mind is a blank as far
as this is concerned,” he told
his attorney, Stanley Whit-
ney. “It's a complete blank.”

Abbott was referring to the
discover of the girl's-body by
Examiner Reporter Ed Mont-
gomery and Photographer Bob
Bryant at the cabin where Ab-
bott professedly went alone on
April 28, the day Stephanie dis-
appeared.

This comment contrasted odd-
1y with the detailed recollections
of times, dates and places which,
have characterized his previous
statements.

TALKS AGAIN.

Abbott at first refused to talk

to Inspectors Charles O'Meara

i3 ¥ . ; : side him while The d . |

V] vl unless she were —Berkeley Police Inspector Charles { Acting Pali g of Berkeley yesterday. o T reporter an 1 .
and A. E. Riedel when theyfher grave POLICE VISIT ¥ P i 4 disclosed the discovery of little |
sought to resume the interroga- alive and walking. o'l ft, rts Mrs, Ge: Abbott, wife of Burton |ater indicated that the Abbotts followed advice of the Stephane's body, Then, after a Burton Abbott's brother, i

tion, He sald he was acting on
the advice of Attorney Whitney.

Relenting later, he spent more
than three hours answering in-
formal questions from O'Meara.
O'Meara said they talked ;bnut
the day of Stephanie's disap-
pearance—“things that could be|
used for or against him.”

When this questioning ended
at 9:30 p. m., O'Meara an-
nounced he would meet with
Coakley at 8 a. m, today to dis-
cuss filing formal eharges
2, it Abbott,

‘;uh‘: 14 year old Stephanie’s
pathetic remains, crusted with
earth and stained with blood,
were gently lifted from the
18 inch deep grave and moved
1o Redding for an autopsy.

Exhuming of the body began
at 8:20 a. m., immediately after
the arrival of Coakley, Doctor|
‘Hanson and Doctor Loquvam.
WITNESSES PRESENT,

A erowd of about thirty-five|
persons watched as shovels be-
gan to shift the earth. Most
were newsmen, but others in-
cluded two FBI agents and toLu'r-'
Berkele; lice  officers—]
RT sgem‘?.ulnspector Willlam
Robinson, Sgt. Kenneth Dun-

Abbott's wife, Georgia, and his
brother, Harold Mark Abbott,
of Castro Valley.

PLANS UPSET.

The lawyer's instructions in-
terfered with earlier plans of
Acting Chief Fording to ques.
tion Abbott's brother, The
brother and his wife joined Ab-|
bott at the Trinity ecabin on
pril 30

Fording had asked the
brother to come to headquar-
ters, explaining that he wanted

>

Fording
puzzled as o how the puny,
sickly Burton Abbott could
carry Stephanie up the hill to

“I would point out that it
is an extremely steep hill, dif-
ficult to ascend even under
present conditions, without
snow and mud.”

BRIEF INTERVIEW.

Harold Abbott and Burton's
red haired wife arrived in Ford-
ing's office at 1:30 p. m., but
remained only about five min-
utes.

Fording said the brother and
wife were abiding by Attorney
Whitney's admonition of si-
lence,

Mrs. Abbott, a beauty opera-
tor and mother of Abbott's &
year old son, expressed concern|
over Abbott's health, Fording
assured her that he would be
under medical care and would
receive the streptomyecin shots
which are part of his treatment
for arrested tuberculosis.

Given permission to talk to
her husband, Mrs. Abbott went
into the jail visiting area carry-
ing a tube of toothpaste for the
prisoner.

They talked through a speak-
ing tube and looked at each
other through a small rectang-
ular pane of glass. Abbott

“to see if he can add anything
to what he's told us already.”
said he was still

Abbott,

s

3 i
nd Hareld Mark Abbott, his brother, on a visit to

Stephanie’s red purse and pock-|
etbook in a box in their base-|
ment last Friday night, while|
rummaging for a costume hat.)
Police and FBI agents then
found the girl's brassiere
books, school notebooks and
glasses buried in the basement
floor.

Interesting sidelights on Ab-
bott’s attitude and reaction dur-
ing interrogation were disclosed
by Inspector Riedel, police
polygraph expert who gave him
a two day lie detector test and
conducted the questioning after|
his arrest.

MANY FACTORS.

“The only sorrow he shows
is at being in the predicament
he is in,” Riedel said.

“Many factors in the case
look very black for Abbott.

“The lie detector test
showed a great deal of reac-
tion at critical questions, such
as questions about the body.

“Questions about the body
showed on the polygraph that
they were emotionally stimu-
lating to him.

“Many times Abbott's reae-

oner’

i

Chief Addison Ford

ttorney and did not discuss the case.

Extortion Notes to Dr.Bryan Not Written
By Abbott, Handwriting Analysis Reveals

Berkeley police said last night
the extortion letter which de-
manded $8,000 to $10,000 from
the parents of murdered Steph-
anie Bryan definitely was not
written by Burton Abbott.

They said this decision was)
based on an analysis of the pen-
ciled notes and Abbott's hand:
writing, Contents of the letter,
mailed May 2 — five days after|
Stephanie disappeared — and a
follow up note identified as the
work of the same person, were
made public,

ERRATIC SPELLING,

The letters were hand printed
by pencil on dime store, blue-
ruled paper, The punctuation,
capitalization and spelling were
erratic.

The first, dated May 2, the
same day as its receipt, said:

“Bryan

don't be idiotic, This is not

a hoax, Don’t contact any law

Tuesday May 3 have $8,000
to §10,000 no less than §8,000
no more than 10000 in 510-
20, Wrap it in a small box
then wrap the box in brown
paper. 9:30 pm. GO to the
T an D Theatre be in the last
row of the television lounge

9.

There you will be contacted.
Give the box to your contact.
He will give you instruction.
Follow them and you wil
reach your child.

Don't contact anyone it will
take the package a while to
reach me but your child will
be okey if you follow instrue-
tion. If the man that contact
you in the theatre is followed
the instructions won't do you
any good.

Wear brown hat, Put pipe
in mouth don't drive your car.
1 have my reasons for wait-

After informing police, Steph-
anie’s father, Dr. Charles 8.
Bryan Jr., followed instructions,
except that the package he car-
ried was a dummy. He was not
contacted.

Then on May 5 he received the!
second note:

“You tipped law wise up
They can't help you only I
can You will Get instruc-
tions,”

The receipt of the extortion
notes was not publicized until
after Stephanie’s body was dis-
covered Wednesday night. The
Examiner knew of them at the,
time but agreed to withhold’
publication, so that the investi-
gation would not be impeded.

Police were at first of the
belief that they might be the
work of the kidnaper, but now
think some outsider trying to
cash in on the kidnaping, or a
crank, may be responsible.

though,” she said. “I just
wanted a little more atten-
tlon, I gue:

“Thers was mever any seri-
ous break between us ... T
never saw an attorney . .. 1
Just felt put out,

“I still say he Is innocent
« o » Istillsay-he-is-innoce:
INTERVIEWED IN HOME,

same spot on a sofa in the liv-|

San Jose Avenue, Alameda
where she had sat the night be.
fore. Then, her tall slender hus.
band sat beside her.

In the intervening minutes.

Georgia Abbott sat in the

to divoree her husband was de.
signed to gain more attention
from him . . , “just & joke ...
Just felt put out.”

DAY OF TRAGEDY,

On the fateful day of April
28, when Stephanie disappeared
lon her way home from school in
Berkeley, she went to work at
9 a, m. She always works from
9 to 6 p. m., she said.

“My mind is tied up with

ing room of her home at 1408

she had stood unemotionally be-

business. I have no other out

side thoughts.”

‘| But at about 11 a. m. on that
"|day, her husband drove by the
shop and told her he was going
to their cabin in Trinity County,
"|near where Stephanie’s body
later was found by an Examiner

him led away to jail.

been questioned by the authori

crumple around her head.

heightening of her normally

turmoil within her,
N'T MAKE SENSE.

Abbott expressed pride. Speak.
ing softly,
words with methodical exact

ey find themselves the cen-
tral figures:
“It doesn’t make sense, But
T do still say that he is inno-
cent. They just don't have
enough concrete facts yet.”
For the first time since last

kiss on the cheek, she had seen

She had been questioned by
her husband's attorney, she had

ties, she had seen her home—
seven years in the building—

All of this, she had taken,
with only the tightening of her
lips into a line of ecrimson, a

wan complexion to indicate the

In her composure, Georgia
enunciating  her|

|ness, Burton Abbott's wife said
of the murder case in which

Friday when she found Stepha-
nie Bryan’s little red purse in a
cardboard box of old elothing
in the basement of her home,
Georgia Abbott laid down, item

Mark, confirmed that Burton
had said he planned to stop in
Sacramento on that day to in-
quire about any land in the
area that might be for sale,

| “Thers was nothing un-
usual about his going to the
cabin on that day,” Georgia
said, “TIt was the opening of
the fishing season and he has
been going up there for the
last four years. Hasn't he,
/| Mark?”

Mark, his arm around his
sister-in-law’s shoulder, nodded:

“The season opened 1 think,
on the 30th. He always went
.| up.”

TELEPHONE CALL.

On the following day, Georgia
sald, her husband telephoned
from Trinity County. He talked
“|with Hilda Frakes, a friend,
who was babysitting. He ad-
vised others of the family, if
they planned to drive to the
cabin, to take chains because
it was snowing and raining,
Georgia said.

Mark drove up himself on
Saturday, he said, but that, too,
was normal.

“It just doesn't make
sense,” Georgia went on.

t

" ’ ing before contacting you. e by item, the pattern of the life|
am Patrolman W. H.|talked animatedly, occasionally b & 2 ; Her husband, Georgia added,
!‘ﬂ!mh;r:i Iaughing and weeping. Mrs, Ab.| 1ions to a stimulating type | enforces if you expect to see | Things have been carefully Shopping Center sh:d and Burton had led in Ala-lyaq not physically abie to pull
question were much more vi- | your girl in the near future. | planed. So don't be foolish meda,

The body lay on its left side
In soft earth about twenty feet!
from the base of a tall sugar|
pine. Another grave had been
started first at the very foot of
the tree, but apparently was
abandoned because of the thick
roots.

Her once white petticoat was
stained a reddish brown. Her
cardigan sweater was around
her neck and shoulders,

NO BRASSIERE.

The middle portion and chest
of the body was unclad, There
was no sign of a brassiere—|
and this was significant be
cause of the bra found buried in
Abbott's basement at 1408 San
Jose Avenue, Alameda.

Stephanie’s gravedigger had
apparently worked in fright
ened haste, not bothering to re-
turn to the excavation all the
earth he had dug out. In some
places, the body was covered
with only four to six inches of
soil.

Wild animals had worried the

grave during the three months

on the steep, lonely ridge above

the Hay Fork of the Trinity
two miles from Wil

River,
wood.,

The policemen brought planks

and sawhorses with them, at
first intending to conduct the|
post mortem examination at the|
site,

But when the gag was found,
Doctor Loquvam decided that an

outdoor autopsy might risk de-|

struction of valuable evidence.
So the remains were placed in

bott kept her composure, com-
forting him in motherly tones.
She is five years his senior,
Abbott’s brother and Berke-
ley Police Inspector Charles
O'Meara stood by as the hus-
band and wife talked.
Mrs. Abbott noticed at once
that her husband was not wear-
ing his wedding band.

9 did they have to do

7" she cried.

“They took it,” Abbott said,
litting his left hand.
VOWS INNOCENCE.
Abbott vowed again that he
knows nothing of Stephanie’s)
murder, and advised his wife:

“Keep your head clear and
think about things back about
that time.”
She assured him that his fam-
ily and friends are “behind you
all the way.”

such calls since Saturday.

ended sometime in April,
FOUND PURSE.

Later, Mrs, Abbott confided|
that she and Abbott's brother
have been bothered by myste-
rious telephone calls, When they
answer, they hear only deep
breathing on the line. She said
there have been about two dozen

She recalled, too, that for a
period of months she received
anonymous phone calls from a
man who made lewd proposals
to her. She salid the calls always.
came to her beauty parlor, and.

Mrs. Abbott is in the unhappy
position of having brought her|
husband to the attention of au.
thorities in the case. She found

olent than an innocent per.
son's reaction normally would
be.”

SEEMS CONFIDENT.

Riedel said that Abbott could]
not be described as a ‘“cold”
person,

“He seems to be rather con-
fident when he says, ‘T didn't
do it and to believe it when

hears himself say, ‘I know
nothing about it.’"”
Abbott's mother, Mrs. Elsie
Abbott, of 0283 David Street,|

Your instruction are on

follow instructions.”

Cab Driig_r's Lead Fails

Harry Mason, a Santa Rosa
cab driver, briefly confounded
the authorities yesterday when
he volunteered that he had seen
Burton Abbott and “a woman
in a white blouse” together at
the Abhott family cabin at Wild-
wood about the time of Steph-

Castro Valley, repeated her|
faith in her son before Attorney|
Whitney silenced her,

“I still maintain that some
one overheard Bud talking
about his trip,” he said.

“The trip was planned well
in advance. I say some one
overheard him talking about
it and did this thing so it
would look like Bud was
guilty.”

Man;»CalAls
In Slaying

Examiner switchboard opera-
tors reported they had several
hundreds of telephone calls in
eonnection with the discovery of
Stephanie Bryant's bedy.

Many persons heard the re-
ports from other sources and|
hastily called The Examiner to
see if the news was true,

continued as readers sought

an ambulance and driven to the,
closest pathological facilities—|

in the McDonald Mortuary at

Redding, Shasta County, about

seventy miles away,

At Berkeley city jail, Abbott

was under a suleide watch, al

though his serene demeanor
- seemed to indicate no need for

it
SLEEPS PEACEFULLY,

When his questioning ended
2t 3:15 a. m. yesterday, he was
taken to a cell where he slept

peacefully until 7 a, m,

He breakfasted lightly, drink-
ing & cup of coffee, nibbling at
a piece of toast and leaving a

bowl of mush untouched,

Then he slept again until his
mid-morning

attorney arrived
for an hour and one half confy

Abbotis Would

Georgia Abbott, whose dis-
covery of Stephanie Bryan's
purse in the basement of her
home set in motion the events
that led to her husband's ar-
rest on suspicion of murder,
yesterday disclaimed any in
terest in the $2,500 reward of-
fered by the Bryan family.

“I am not Interested in re-
wards,” she said.

Jjailed man, said the matter
had been discussed with their
attorney. He added:

“The family—no one here—
will accept = penny of any
reward that may be paid.”

Spurn Reward

Mark Abbott, brother of the |

other details of The Examiner's|
many exclusive accounts.
Switchboard operators said the
number of calls was larger than
those received for many months.

Tax Boost Voted
To Run School

CAMPBELL, July 21.—Resi
dents of the Campbell Union
High School District today ap-
|proved a tax increase of from
cents to one dollar per $100

ssessed valuation.
| The vote was 1,680 yes to 1,580
{no. from a registration of 15,820
voters, The money will be used
for operation of the first unit of
the two million dollar Camden
high school, which will open in

i

1}

.
'

All through yesterday the calls| 8

anie Bryan's disappearance,
At first the police excitedly

wondered whether Mason had
indeed seen Abbott with the girl
erself shortly before her
imurder,

Questioning developed that
Mason had seen the pair on
April 30, two days after Steph-
anie's ppearance. They de-
cided, Mason agreed, that
the woman he had seen with Ab-

bott was his sister-in-law,

Barred by Voters

SANTA CLARA, July 21—
Voters today rejected a move
by the Guaranty Builders to
construct a shopping center in
their Westclalr subdivision on
Homestead Road. The vote was
487 yes and 614 no, out of a reg-
istration of 8,104.

Both the city planaing com:
mission and city council had
previously turned down the
shopping center, but the subdi-
viders placed the proposal on

DENT
Hanson, left,

Dr. G

Stephan

Y
/

ATDS—Dr R

Bryan’

s dentist, joins

4

and Alameda County Di
torney J. Frank Coakley in reviewing svidence,
rge 5. Loquyam, center, Alameda County { Doctor Hanson

the ballot by initlative petition.

nie's schoolbooks,
no complete conclusions,
‘I DON'T CRY."

amateur theatrical led her mate,
in successive painstakingly
taken steps, to jail.

“I am not that kind of a
woman,” she sald. “When you
told us the news that the
girl’s body had been discov.
ered, I guess everyone ex:
pected tears,

“I don't ery. Everything is
inside of m

skirt of royal

OBEYS CAMERAMEN,

Her hair, 2 striking red, was
combed back from her high
in a lon

Of that find—which brought|
the full pressure of police detec-
tion on her home in a quiet resi.
dential neighborhood—and the|
subsequent discovery of Stepha-
notebooks|
and glasses, Georgla has formed

She said she has not weighed
the strange role in which fate|
has cast her—as a wife whose
probing for a costume for an

She was dressed in a flare|
blue, a pink|
blouse ornamented by a “lucky|
key,” and black shoes. She held
a cigaret in her slender fingers,

Stephanie into his ear, to sub-
due her, to drive to the remote
cabin and then to carry or drag
her to a knoll 250 yards from
the cabin and there bury her.
“It would be physically im-
possible for him to do it,”
Mark said. “I want to empha-
size that. He had four ribs re-
moved when he was under
treatment for tuberculosis.
He has a cavity in his back
the size of your two fists. He
couldn’t have done it.”
"l Furthermore, she added, there
is no motive , ., , “there are not
enough concrete facts yets.”
KNOWS NO ENEMY.

Could an enemy have killed
Stephanie and concealed the evie
dence in the Abbott basement?

“I can't think of a possible
enemy,” Georgia sald, “We
haven't made any. And I would
never say I suspected anyone
of a terrible thing like this.”

But she said, “There wete 50
many who knew of the cabin—
who had access to it.” Her eyes
lifted, “I' just don’t know."

In its nearby cage, a budgie
chirped. Georgia stubbed out
her cigaret and said to a friend:

! |self. She is a hair dresser and

tified the body yesterday.

chin in her hands and obeyed

style which she had set for her-|

beautician in a shop on Encinal
Avenue, not far from her home. |
She cupped her pointedly firm|

“Bring Davy to me,” she
said. “Davy Crockett, you
know.”

Had her husband ever shown
slgns of cruelty? None, she said.

Had he ever expressed inter-
est in children? Only with af-
fection, she said.

brothern-law, Mark Abbott, at
'whose home the Abbott mple‘s
4 year old son, Christopher, is
staying.

“You people don't give a
person a chance to get much
sleep, do you he smiled at
the photographers, She
glanced at her hands as she
drew deeply on her cigaret.
“My hands aren't pretty any
more,” she sighed.

She turned to the left profile,
and then to the right for the last

The picture taking over,
Georgia sat back and turned
her enigmatic eyes toward news:|
men.
“Let's begin,” Mark Abbott
sald, “We want to co-operate.”
Georgia Abbott merely,
nodd

every
gave her, Beside her was her

ed.
Until the Stephanie Bryan| band

Did Mr. and Mrs, Abbott live
2 martied life normal in the ac-
cepted term?

“I would say yes,” she said.
Did he ever lose his temper?
Rarely.

They have been married seven
years, she said, She was in the
Women's Air Corps from 1843
to 1046, Then she contracted
tuberculosis, ¢came to California,
and was admitted to the Veter-
ans facility at Livermore for

a native of Portland,
came with his family to Oak-
land in 1940, was graduated
from Fremont High School in
1846, and entered the Army in
that year, He, too, contracted
tuberculosis and was sent to
Livermore for treatment.

“That is where we met,”
Georgia sald. “And we have
been together ever since ., ..
until this. 1t doesn’t make
sense, T know my hus

-
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